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LEGEND

literal translation

mdicates tha! the
letters on ellher slrte
are pronounced as
onc syllable

a term or expression
equivalent in meaning
10 the main entry
In boldface

...----------------1 eKPres510n
i'.li1 • (lit)· iln

riot (ao be a) up

:c l'~ll()\' a common vclriurion
a..;,;~;;;;';;.;,;.,Jl-:.=;":"~~~~;';';~~';";';""';''';';':''''':''_-I of the main Cntry

in uoldiuce

boldface wor<h In

parentheses cl re used

before Ihe main entry ­

Ihey appcclr here dfler

the m<iln entry lor

alphnbellzatlon [lurposes

only (I e la be a blasl)

bracketed words In the
main entry are opllonal
i.e, "to botch something"
or "to botch up somelhing" "Gesul1ldheit!" CA,';o:n. 'IF'.'!;;':;!Li;C;

~:d: ;:;;l:r;·~ui· ':'l':·· sd;ci in \\"ish sl'lr....~,':I\' .~~>~(: :-!C~i~(ll

1"'§_n_o_u_n ......iItU~k. btJ .. /"lllds:':T!C ;~:l,J ~r.~:,cik·l1:;11'
IHPOATANTl MP':!1!- WIl,) I" lh~ nU.li.. "I.ll !~Ist cnh'lsl

Leclmtng how Amencans pronounce words ::';C r()(\T1~" I k'~ \'.;':~;;l~: 1'11~ ,,:.'d"·'
tS Ihe second most Impol'lant step after thc "I" ~()und C<in be
learning American slangl The "Real Speak" "f1 ,,'\I'; " \\;i:,) ;, tile ':.~:"d~p:·:;(· ;;"ci :::lISn:,ilr dropped at the
seetionsare wrinen using American·English :r:;,;', '.·;Ix· !\lst l'cLc'rt:d r'K ;\>:,;;i' speaker's discretion
phonetics. So puy ,lllention to the ;~,,'s ·,.. ·.l:-:,~g t:l:~ '.\,1::' r---"

t-;;';~:I!:ill In many words thalpronunciation. not the speHing! All the \\ I:()'s iLl hunk. \\!'\(l w,t c: (t) elc II
"Real Speak" sections are demonstrated by conlam the rombtn
native speakers in the audiO program '.hi' n",);~;' Hes \\'''i:,in' 'I~!s "I',',V: allOn "mer."

Intellection

Tht." dl~h)~c!""!c~ ht~~\';~"(-:~-l :!....~i;)~::o: ''I i d~1'1 2
(k>~ IL'i'l(jS r.);-:l : roe C0r.!I.' ....:,

pick up ,,-to) lilr--l-,-p-.,t-",-.!-·,,-,;s-,,-:-,.,-t-,,-.:\-.----------...,8

usefulmformal1on
about rhe prcc('dmg
main entry

a common reduction of the -ing endmg
and can be used completely al Ihe
speaker's discretion

addil100dl mformatlon
about onc or more oflhe
words in the main entry,

EXPLANATION OF ICONS

These exercises reinforce
VIsual rt>cognitjon of the
slang terms imd Idioms
presented throughout
this book

Thesc exercises mclude
till-ins crossword puzzles
word matches and many
other fun word games to
help you U'ie the new
term., m context

These exercises help you to
understand nOl only whar

Americans speak, but how
they speak l These exerci.o,e.,
can all be found on tht>
audio program (See balk
pages (or derails)

These ordl exercises
are designed to help
you to begm speaking
and thinking like a
native

C!:2
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THIS LESSON FEATURE5~ HEW SLANG WORDS & IDIOMS

THIS LESSON FEATURES~ HEW SLANG WORDS & IDIOMS

THIS LESSON FEATURES~ NEW SLANG WORDS & IDIOMS

THIS LESSON FEATURES~ FOREION WORDS COMMOND' USED IN ENGLISH

ROGEa STalKES
OUTWITNA

PICK-UP LINE!
(Daring -"lang - Phase J

111f' Hum for a RelationshIp)

KEN POPPED
TNE QUESTION!
(DOling Slang - Phase 2:

The Thrill of Ihe Relarionshrpl)

lANE AND ~IKE

BROKE UP!
(f)anng Slang - Phase 3.

Thf' End of (he Relationship)

TO~ISWAY

OFF BASE!
(-"porrs Terms Used in -"Iang)

MAAGE IS THE
BIGGEST KLUTZ!

(Foreign Words Used In

Everyday Conversation)

blow someone off (10)

check OUt someone or ~omethlng (10)

come on to someone (10)

lix someone up (10)

hit il off (10)

criVY about/for someon( (to be)

"('>Cl a room'"

go logelher (to)

hitched (to get)

knocked up (to gel)

dffalr (to have on)

break up (10)

bUSI someone (to)

drop someone like d hot potato (10)

mistress

ball In one s coun (10 heM the)

come oul of lefl lield (to)

dlrry pool

off base (10 be)

play hardball (to)

nghl off the bat

angst

blase

boutique

c<1maradene

fortp

gung ho

lel someone down easy (10)

on Ihe rebound (to be)

pick up line

play hard 10 gel (to)

slrike out (to)

make OUl (to)

pop m" quesllon (10)

rob the cradle (to)

shack up (together] (10)

sugar daddy

on Ihe rocks (to be)

patch things up (10)

pre·nup

take someone to the c!edm.r, (10)

Iramp

~eltlL the score (10)

score (10)

lackJe (to)

throw in the lowel (to)

throw someone a curve (to)

louch base wllh sompone (to)

kmderganen

kJUll

kowlOW [someone] (to)

macho

pnma donna

v( rhalim
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ICAR£N WENT
ON AND ON
ABOUT HER

KNICK-KNACKS!
(Alliteranons and
Repeating Word~)

THIS LESSON FEATURES~ NEW SLANG WORDS fI mlOMS

chn chdt (to) kmck knack
criss-cross ml~hmash

face to face on '.md on (10 go)
nip-flop on the up and up
froufrou OUI and OUt
grin from car to ear (10) over and over
Junk food JunkJe _p,c and spdn

THIS LESSON FEATURES~ NEW SLANG WORDS fllDIOMS

husbdnd and WIfe
milil carrier
personnel
police officer
run something (to)

self made person
spoke~person

actor
anchor
comedlan
flrefighler
flight illlendant
frosh
hum,.mkmd

JENNY
BECOHES

A FIREFIGHTER!
(How 10 be Po/meoll}!

CorreCI or "PC")

ABIGBREAK
IN SHOWBIZ!

(TeleuislOn &
rnlertainmenr Slong)

THIS LESSON FEATURES~ NEW SLANG WORDS fllDIOMS

b,g break pilot slIc:.om
dog rerun slapstick
ham senes spin-off
mug (to) show b'L ~poof

one-liner show-stopper walk on

THIS LEI!lSON FEATURES~ NEW SLANG WORDS fllDIOMSALAND PEGGY
ARE LIKE
DATING!

(Teen/Correge Slang)

all (to be)
bail (to)
dlss sompone (10)

girlfriend
"Hello l "

hOltJe
kJck it (10)
"Late l "

like
so

lore up (to be)
trip (to)
What up?"

whmever
247

THIS LEI!lSON FEATURES~ NEW SLANG WORDS fI mlOMS• FREEZE!
THIS IS A

STICK-UP!
(Emergency Slang

(j Expressions)

Can Il'"

Chilloul'"
cuff someone (to)
"Drop'"
falsp move

"Free/.e' "

"Get your hands In Ihe air'
"Give it a rest'"
"Hand it over l "

Illlet you havp it'

Movell'
"No funny bU<;JnL"''''"
·Spread 'em'"
Slick up
Watch OUI'"
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Danng Slang
(phase 1: The Hunt for a RelationshIp)

HATCH THE PICTUIlES
As a fun WdY to get started ~ee If you can guess the meamng of the
new slang words and expressions on the opposite pdge by using the
pictures below and followmg the context of the semence~

o

o

DATING SUNG (Phase 1 The HUn!



THE SLANGIWI GUIDE TO STREET SPEAK J

Thclt gIrl over there kept ~mihng at me so I walked over to ~ay hello but ~he Ignored me l Maybe ~he ~

Ju~t pla~ing hard to get
"playmg hard !O ger mean" 0 prclCndlng to be Interested :J pretending to be disinterested

2 That guy over there IS checking ~ou out I think he hke~ you l

"checking you out' mean<; 0 dsking you on a date

3 If you re gOing to tell Fdrl you don't want to see him anymore, lIy to let him down eas~

ler hfm down easy means:. [J rCJee.t him In a gentle way ::J date him

4 I Introduced my<;elf to the new gJrl In our Cld~ dnd ~he blew me off I

"blew me off means 0 lalked 10 me nonstop U Ignored me

5 Cdrol s husband wa" coming on to me l She d be so upset If she found out!
"coming on /0 me" meclns 0 ignonng me ;:J flirting WIth me

6 My brother fi"ed me up WIth hJ~ best fnend last mght It was the be"l date I ever had'
fixed me up" mednS 0 ilrranged a ddlC for me U talked poorly dbout me

7 I can't believe you used ~uch dl1 old pick-up liue on that gJrl No wonder "he rejected you l

"pick up line" mean" 0 phra~e meam to reject U phrase meant to entice

8 Every time I ask a girl on a ddte I strihe out Maybe I m tOO aggre~slve

srnke ow" means· U filiI 0 succeed

9 Bill and I hit it off the moment we met. We ve been together ever "lnce
hir ir off mean~ U liked each other immediately 0 didn t like eclch other

10 KJm Jmt ended d rcldtlomhlp dnd IS ou the rebound
on rhe rebound" medm U goe~ to the gym

DATING SUNG (Phase 1 The Hunt (or a RelationshIp)

She wants d boytnend de~peratelyl

U eager to get back mto a

relationship



Lcsson I • ROGER nRlw OUT WITH A PICK-UP LINE!

A. DIALOGUE USING SLANG " IDIOMS
The words introduccd on the fir~t two pages are uscd in the
dialogue below See If you can understand the conversation
Note' The tran<;lation of the words m boldface IS on Ihe right
hand page

Tony Hey' Thai girl over Ihere IS checking you out l Why don't you go ~dY hello?

Roger The Ldst time I said hcllo to a girl In a place like this. she thought I was coming on to
her and blew me off before I even had a chance to Introduce myself

Tony That doc<,n 't ~urpme me Usually you strike out dfter u<,mg one of your stupid
pick-up lines l

Roger I dldn t get that far thiS tlmC Maybe she was Ju~t playing hard to get

Tony Oh no l There <; Bonme Margolm A year ago, some mUlual fnend~ of ours rued us
up because they thought we would hit it off Unforrundtcly ~he wa~ on the
rebound <;0 I dldn t Wdnt to get Involved I tned to let her down easy but she got
funous and sturted scrcaming at me Oh. no' She ~ coming this WdY Run l

Cl) DATING SLANG (phille I The Hunt (or a Relationship)



'I'N£ SWICiMN GUID£ TO STREET SPEAK J

B. DIALOGUE TRANSLATED INTO STANDARD ENGLISH
LET'S SEE HOW MUCH YOU REMEMBER'
Just for fun, move around In rdndom order to the word~ and
expressions in boldface below See if you can remember their
slang equivalent!> without lookmg at the left-hand page l

Tony Hey' Thdt girl over there I~ examining you' Why don't you go say hello?

Roger The la!>t tlme I !>dld hello to a girl m a place lIke thiS she thought I wa~ fining with
her and rejected me before I even had a chance to introduce myself

Tony That doesn t surprise me U"ually you rail after u!>mg onc of your ~tupld fiirtations
opening statements I

Roger I didn't get that far thiS tlme Maybe she was lust pretending not to be interested

Tony Oh, no l There'" Bonme Margohn A year ago, Some mutual mends of ours
introduced us becau....e they thought we would enjoy each other's company
Unfortunately, she was eager to get back into a relationship aiter recently
ending one, so I dldn t want to get involved I med to reiect her gently but she
got furious and started screammg at me Oh, no l She's commg this way Run l

DATING SLANG (Pha!>e I The Hunr (or a Relm!onshlp)



Lesson I • ROGER STRIKES OUT WITH A PICK-UP LINE!

c. DIALOGUE USING nlUAL SPEAK"
The dIalogue below dcmon!>trate!> how the slang Conver'iatlon
on the preVIous pdge would really bc spoken by native speakers'

Tony Heyl That gIrl over thcrc'" checkin' ya ont l Why don'cha go say hello?

Roger The las' lime 1Sdld hello do cl gIrl 'n a place like thIS, she thod I w l. coming on to 'er
'n blew me oH b fore I even had a chance ta introduce m~elf

Tony That doc~n sapnse me U]ally ya strike oud dftcr U~tng onc d yet ~tupld pick-up
lines I

Roger I dldn get that far this tlmc Maybe she w Z JU!> playing hard cia get

Tony Oh no l There s Bonnte Margohn A year ago, !> m mutual fnends ev arz fixed us up
b CU? they thought we'd hid id oH Unfortunately, she w'z on the reboun', so
I dldn wanna ged involved I tned da led 'er down easy b t she got furious 'n
starded screaming 'it me Oh, no l She's coming this way Run l

VOCABULARY
Thc followmg words ilnd exprc<;sions were used In the preVlou,>
dialogues Let's take a closcr look dt whdt they mean

~~~
CD-A: TIlACI( I

blow someone off (to) v • 1. to Ignore • 2. to reJect· 3. to keep !>omeone waiting

_jl,tM!i. Iwalked uptO that gIrl to sdyhello but she blew meoff l

... ',m!.w J:1i I walked up to thdt gIrl to "ay hello but she ignored me'

ca W,jJtl:jj I walked upta that gJrldd"ay hello b t she blew me off'

IJV:W'M I thought he loved me. but he blew meoHfor Barbara

... t\ IW.W J:!j Ithought he loved me. but he rejected me for Barbara

WW,jJUjj I thod 'e loved me, b'd e blew me oH fer Barb'ra

Int:,'!.. I waited two hours at the cale, but ~he Just blew me off

... ',l'fl!W Vii I waited two hours at Ihe cafe but ~he JUSt kept me
waiting

Wl!j,jJUjj I walded two hours 1\ the cafe b t ~he ]U~' blew me off

Also blow something off (to) exp to make the deCISion
not to do something· I'm going to blow off my homework
and go to the movies ronighr instead, I've decided not to do
my homework dnd go to the movies tonight instead
See blow off something (to) / to blow some­

thing oH (to), P 197 (Lesson 9 Teen Slang)

l:t·nl t.1i1:·I"R·t:I;!;ti,:if;:f ti1t't-1JJ:I
J thinh {person's "QmeJ blew me off becQuse•••

DATING SLANG (Phme 1 The HUn! (or a Relanonshlp)



111£ SLAfIGIlWI GUIDE TO STREET SPEAK J

check out someone or something (to) exp la observe someone Or something

_tt':!;!M Check out that girl over there I She'~ beautlfuP I've
never <;ecn hel before

Si t,'i!!;\,f :'11 Observe that girl ovcr there' She s beautlfuP I vt' never
seen her before

i,!!j'jJUII Check ont that gIrl over there l Shc's bcaudlful' I ve
never seen er b fore

Vanallon check someone or something out (to) exp

9';-::'4 £;i! :-, ril¥.t;'; i)," It I;: '.ttrEr! :1;,.
~"eck out that...

come on to someone (to) exp to flirt, to show <,cxuallntere<,t m someone

-tmm. Klm IS <;0 pretty thdt guys come on to her all the lime
They don't really care whether or not she has a
pcrsonalityl

iJ t!:U!,W :'/j Klm IS so pretty thilt guys show selKual interest in her
all the time They don t really care whether or not she has a
personality I

ca 11\,jJ£,I:1I Klm s ~o preddy th't guys come on da her all the time
They don't really care whether r not she has a
personahdy'

Cll :11: Jhi\·':I;!5,i,irt;:t t\j('! Il, i
[Person's name] came on to me at the...

ru: someone up (to) exp to arrdnge a date for someone

-tmm. I hdven t had a date for over <1 year Do you thmk you can
rp me np WIth Sheila?

ii tl:lmn :'/j I haven t hdd a date for over d yCrtr Do you thmk you can
arrange a date for me Wlth Shella?

ca W'W,tll Ihaven't had a dme rerovera yedr Ya thmkya c nrp me
up Wlth Sheila?

Variation set someone np (to) exp

':X-lilt:;): ifl(·t'Jji,'.:r';t',ttj':!~ I'J:M
Last night, I WIU fi"ed up on a date with
[person's name] aud it WIU...

I 't·Clt,:', :·'ri{·t:'; t, il, :11; I'll,': f"!')ll tI
[Person's name} and I didn't hit it off at first
because...

(~

to like each other Immediately

:J"Ir-----_, _;:tt:,nM Thank you so much for Introduung me to Cary Wc redlly
hit it off'

ii wm:m:'lI Thank you so much for Introducmg me 10 Cary Wc really
liked each other immediately'

i W'jJttll Thanks so much fer mtraducing me da Gary Wc really
hid id off

DATING SLANG (Phase I The Hum for a Rela!wmhlp)
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let someone down easy (to) exp to end a romantiC relatlon~hlpWIth ~omeone In a gentle way

Mn,:m_ When Donna broke up WIth me, ~he was very nice about
It She let me down easy

1/ tl'tltW ;:4 When Donnd broke up WIth mc, ~he was very nice about
tt She ended our relationship in a gentle way.

, If j'm.':i! When Donna broke up w'th me, she w z very nice aboud
It She let me down easy

l:t·)~12·fJl:·IHI{·t;t;!,ii,t!I;U ttili!·H) I
J tried to let (person's name] down elU~, but...

on the rebound (to be) exp to be eager to get nght bdck Into d reldtl()n~hlp dfter haVIng recently
ended one

MU.':W- If you're gOing to go out WIth Tmd be careful She s on
the rebound and may want to get senously mvolved too
early

.itl'!ltW l'N If you regomg to go Out WIth Tlna, be careful She's eager
to get back into a relationship after having
recently ended one and may want to get seriously
Involved too early

, W'IJUil If y'r gonnd go out WIth Ttnd be careful She's on the
rebound n may wanna get senously involve' too early

l:t·Eil·I'1 :·iil{·t:t;!;il,tI';:' t!ili!'l'lM
J think Bill is on the rebound because..•

pick-Up line exp an overused suggestive comment mdde typically to a stranger In the hope of
having a sexual encountcr such dS, Where have you been all my life?" or "Haven t we met before?

MU.':W- The minute I heard hl~ pick-up line, I knew Imme
dlately that he wasn't Interested In my personality'

./ tl'!ltW l'N The mmute I hedrd hiS suggestive comment, I knew
Immediately that he wa~n t Intere~ted In my persondhtyl

i.IJ.inW:iI The minute I hCdrd 'IS pick-up line, I knew ImmedlUtely
thad 'e wasn' tnt'rested 'n my personahdyl

1/:-EI(.II' j.1fl{ tZIJ!;il,tif: :1,','11' !·ID 11
That gu~ just walked up to nu! and said, "(use a
pich-up line herd!" What a stupid pick-up line!

play hard to get (to) exp to pretend to be diSinterested In someone s romantic/sexual advance~
yet flattered by them

M;:tt:W- I can t tell If she Is playing hard to get or If she Ju~t

doesn't like me

./ thl!W l'N I can't tell ifshe IS pretending to be disinterested in
me or if she JUSt doesn t like me

, w'm.':i! I can' tell If she s playing hard da get 'r If she IUS'
doesn' like me

l't-Els·PI :.lil·:·i:'J!&if ,:r t ;P,f,til'!·lIJ M
(Person's name] pla~s hard to get because...

DATING SUNG (Phase 1 The Hunt (or 0 Relo!lonshlp)



(flom bdsebdll see Lesson 4, Sports Terms Used In Slang p 59) to fall
r-------.;.---..;~-r-___, _",q.!. - Did Ndncy dgree to go out WIth you?

No I totally struck out l

Cl ti'!l!W JIII - DId Nancy agree 10 go out WIth you?
- No I totally failed l

11!"W:l:il - Old Nancy agree da go OUt wllh you I

- No Itodillly struck out l

C~;i;·:r' :.",.: ::IJ!lil,P';Z ttf!'!:'J I
J strue" out when I tried lo•••

A. CO'lPL£T£ TH£ PHRAS£
Complete the phru~e by choosmg the appropnate word.. from
the list below ~

'''G ~
.tl~

"/

(D-A. TUCK ..

BLEW
CAME

CHECKING

EASY
FIX

HARD TO GET

HIT
REBOUND

STRIKE

Hey, that guy over there IS _ you out Why don't you go over dnd ~ily hello?

2 How did It go when you Introduced your<,elf to the new girl In cla<;<;? You don t look very huppy

Did you out?

3 Greg I~ a gredt guy but I don't think wc re d good match I m gOing to tell him that I Ju~t wanlto

be tnend<, I 11 try dnd let him down __

4 I thought I d be nice and welcome the new nelghbor to our ~treet but when I mtroduced my<;clf

he totdlly me offl He Wd~ ~o unfriendly'

5 Sally seems like she s Interesled In me but as soon a~ I approach her she Ignores me l I guess

she s lust playmg _

6 Thdnk you for Introducmg me to your sIster She s great I We It off nght dWdY In fact

we're gomg to the movies together thi~ weekend

7 Mlndy and John broke up thiS mornmg and tomght ~he ~ gOing on a date WIth Tlm l I hope he

under<;tand<; that she s on the und may not have the best Judgment

8 Ithmk you dnd my ne<;t fnend would really like each other Would you like me to _

you up WIth hIm?

9 Tlm ~ fdther on to me In the parkmg lot and he s marned' In fdet they ve been

murned lor tifty yeclr~l



Le~~on I • ROGER nRlKES OUT WITH A PICK-VP LINE!

8. CONT£XT £X£RCIS£
Read (he short c..onverSilUonS Decide whether (he slang used
makec.; c.;eme or doesn'\ make sense CIrcle your answer ~

~\"
~'9%

~
CD-A: TRACK 5

- B,n IS a great guy'
- That'S why I blew hIm off

- Are you and AI gemng married?
- Yes! llel hrm down ea<;y

- Sue Ignored me when ( ~ald hI
- She's JUSt playrng hard 10 ger

MAKF.5 SFNSE DOESN T MAKE SENSE MAKt.S SENSE DOI:SN T MAKL SENSE MAKhS SENSh DO~N T MAKh ShNSh

- How was your date last nrghr?
- Greal! We really hir ir olr

*It

Did you Q!>k Ann our on a dare)
- Yes, bur I "rruck our She sOld no

Every nme a guy approache~ me
he u~e~ rhe dumbesr ptck up line,,'

MAKt.S ShNSh DOhSN T MAKE SENSE MAK~ ShNSE DOhSN T MAKE SENSE MAKES SFNSE DOESN 1 MAKE SENSE

Check our rhe new srudem'
Wowr She's beautiful'

- Earl came on w me or rhe party'
- Why wa~ he yelling Q[ you?

- Mel fixed me up wlrh hiS brorher
- DId you have a good ume?

MAKES SENSE DOESN T MAKE SENSF MAKF.5 SENSE DOESN T MAKL SENSE MAKES SENSE DOESN T MAKL SENSE

DATING SLANG (Pha~e 1 ThE' Hum (or a Relallomhlp)



111£ SLANGMAN GUID£ TO STREET SPEAK J

C. CREATE YOUR OWN SEflTENCE
Read Perc;on A., questions or c;llltemems aloud, then Ul>e
the sug~estedwords to create your response for Person B

DATING SLANG (phO!>e 1 The Hum (or a RelarlOnsh,p)

~
CD-A: fUCK ,



Lesson ] • ROGER nRJlCES OUT WI11I A PICK-UP LltlE!

D. CREATE YOUR OWN NEWSPAPER COW,.N
Without lookmg at the new~pdpercolumn at the bottom of the page fill In

the bldnk lines of 1 10 directly below Ncxt, transfer your dnswers to the
empty boxes In the new<;paper column Make sure to match the number
of your dnswer WIth the numbered box Next read your column aloud
Remember The funnier your amwers the funnier your column WIll be'

Write down cl typc of m~eU (worm, cockroach, beetle etc) _

2 Wnte down a 'thing (pencil, potato lOothbrush erc) _

3 Wnte down il "placc' (marker movre theater, hosp!tal etc)

4 Wnte down an "adlcctlve (strange tall, (at, etc) __

5 Wnte down a thmg' m plural form (pencils, potatoes too rh brushes ete) ---------
6 Wnte down a body Pdrt (ear Iwer (oor erc) _. _

7 Write down an adJcc.tlve (strange, taJJ (at etc)

8 Wnte down a 'thing' (pencrJ potato, roorhbrush et,)

9 Wnte down dn "occupation' (mechamc doctor Janltor, erc) _

10 Wnte down dn ddverb (strangely qUIckly, slckenlngly ere) _

THE WEEKLY

BICHON-MOAN GAZETTE
THE WEEKLY NEW$PAIIER THAT LETS YOU LET IT ALL OUT

checks me out all the lime

by Blobby B.chon-Moon
Advice Columnist

off, I'd like to ask for her

! I In mamage The

big quesnon now IS, whcre

dlways ~eem to strike out

WIth them Some ddy I d like

to meet one ilnd If we hit it

can I go 10 gel rped up WIth

a I 1I I? I

me oH That would make Just don't want to date d

me veryl.IIII)!!!!!!!I!!!~!!!!!I!!!!!!!!I!!!.1 1 I who's On the

I know a lot ofl I rebound that I may have to

play hard to get, but I let down easy later I need

yourhelpl }

Signed,

Desperdte forlove

on to her and she'll blow

I'd like 10 Invlte her to the

1 I but I'm afraid

she'll trunk It s a pick-up

line and that I'm coming

"Dear Blabby... "

2T:!:h~e~re~ls~a~.mlllll. In my

DATING SLANG (phase I The Hum (or a Relallon~hlp)
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MORE DATING SLANG
(Phase 1: The Hunt for a Relationship)

"..

Since thc begmnmg 01 time, there have been lhrec phases of a relatlon"hlp - Phase I The Hum for II
Reldtlomhip Phase 2 The 1hrill of thc RelatIonship! dnd Phase 3 The End of the Relatlonshlp

Sm<.edalmgllnd reldnonshlp!> dre such d big part of our dally live!> It s no wonder there are so many slang
terms and idioms dedicated to lovc' The tollowing terms and exprcssions drc extremely popular cmd used
by lust dbout anyone entering that first unpredictable phase of a relationship- The Hunt

Welcome IQ Slangman s world of romance l

airbead n d stupid tJnd forgetful person
-a» ':'PM Why would Gina cver dalc a b'UY

like Bill. He s such an airbead1

He locked his keys in hiS car for
the fourth time thl<; week l

--,
Il'P ,'5/[:'11 Why would GlIla CVe'[ dale d guy

like 13 III , He s such u stupid and
forgetful person' He locked
his keys in his cur for Ihe fourth
rime Ihi<; week:

; IV'jJ":ij Why would Glnd e\er dadc u guy
like BilL Hc's such n airhead'
He locked 'is keys n IS car fer
lhe founh time this week l

Synonvm I an four oars in the water
(not to have) exp to be ~tupld

DATING SLANG (Phw,e I The Hunt (or a Relanonshlp)

Synonym 2 all one's marbles (not to
have) exp to be stupid

Synonym 3 bonehead n Idiot

Synonyrr 4 c:ooking on all Sour burners
(not to be) exp to be stupid

.)ynonym 5 din n (u<,uully applied only to u
woman)

Vananon: ditzy (to be) ad) to

be forgetlul

ask someone out (to) exp 10 invite someonC
011 u dale
_£I':!;'. I wan! to ask Sybil out but I m

ufraid shc 11 say no

"tPl!'%! :'d 1want to invite SybU on a
date but J m afraid she'll say no

IV!i";J,j;il I wanna ask Sybil out b d I m
afraid she'll say no

"e easy (to) exp to be readily avallt.lblc for sex

-P':'.lM I was surpnscd when Jill
wouldn't sleep \\11th me bccause
everyone said she was easy



Lesson 1 • ROGER nlUm OUT WITH A PICK-UP LIN£!

.W'liWi lid I was surpnsed when JIlI
wouldn I sleep WIth me because
everyone said she was readily
available for sex

; 1I f'Ll 1.:. I w z sapn~ed when JIII wouldn
sleep with me b CUi ev'ryone said
she w'zeasy

hlind date expo a date WIth someone you have
not seen before (usually arranged by a friend)

-P.:IJI4 I hate blind dates. The lasl one
was with cl woman three times
my age!

ii "'n'B! I'ij I hate arranged dates with
people I don't know The last
One waS with cl woman three
limes my age'

wJI"lgi:jj I hate bUn' dates The las one
w zw'th cl woman three times my
age'

brush oH (to give someone the) exp to
~how complete disinterest in ~omeone

-p':'n- When Ted finally got the courage
to Introduce himself to Cdro] she
gave him the brush off'

IlIl'n'B! I'ij \l/hen led findlly got the courage
to Introduce himself to Carol she
showed complete disinterest
In him'

wl?;..,gl il When Ted hn By got the courage
ta Intraduce 'imself ta Carol, she
gave 'im the brush off'

Vananon brush someone off (to) exp

Synonym J "Burr!" mtelJ the sound of
shivenng due to extreme cold
In this case, Indicating that the
olher person is being emotionally
cold

,c,ynonym 2 diu someone (to) u short
for to hdve disrespect for some
one"- probably the newest slang
word for the verb "to snub
used primarily by Ihe younger
generation"

,c,ynonym 3 freeze someone out (to) exp

Synonym 4 give someone the cold
shonlder (to) exp

Synonym 5 give someone the time of
day (not to) exp

,c,ynonym 6 look right through someone
(to) exp

bazz (to give someone a) exp 10 telephone
someone
_p ':m- It wa~ recllly nice meenng you

Ccln I give you a buzz some
ame?

il rl'il"W Ph It WclS really nice meeting you
Cm I telephone you some
time?

III if !flU! Wl It w / really nice meedlng you
C n I give ya a buzz some
time?

".lore Old you notIce the grammatical
mistake made in the example
sentence? It was made on
purpose! You 11 notice that the
verb "Can" was used In Ihe
question, Can I give you a buzz
some time" To the frustration of
Engli~h leachers everywhere, thiS
is c1n extremely common mistake
made even by native bom
Amcncans. In proper English.
"May r should be used since It
means, Do I haue permission to
"Can I ' means, Am I able to...

However although It is incorrect
"Can I" is most commonly used In

everyday casual conversation

Synonym J hoUer (to give someone a)
exp

Synonym 2 jingle (to give someone a)
exp

,c,ynonym 1 phone someone (to) u. short
for "to telephone someone

Synonym 4 ring (to give someone a) exp

Synonym 5 shout (to give someone a)
exp

Synonym 6 touch base with someone
(to) exp (from baseball)

DATING SLANG (phase 1 The Hum for a Relanonshrp)



:t-ugly (to he) exp to be extremely ugly

-V';'J'- Dan s glrlfnend is butt-ugly and
he is 50 handc;ome What a pair l

$I "'Il'S.: l'D Dan ~ gJrlfnend IS enremely
ngly and he is so hand~ome

What a pair'

; WJOii:il Dan s girlfriend.'> budd·ug:y n
he t;.'>0 han'some Whad a pair'

.)ynonym I beaten with an ugly stick
(to be) exp

.)ynorym 2 death warmed over (to look
like) exp abo applied to
someone who looks very sick

'iynonym 3 dog (to be a) n
Note: ThIs Ciln al<;o be replaced
by "Bow wowl whIch I.'> thc
bdrking sound of a dog Oddly
enough Iryou .'>ely ·WooP" (al,>o
a sound made by a dog) It

Indicate,; beauty and sex appeal'

.)yr,onym 4 face that only a mother
could love (to have a) exp

Synonym 'i face that could stop a clock
(to have a) C'.xp

Synonym 6 faD oH the ugly tree and hit
every branch on the way
down (to) exp

Synonym 7 gross (to be) ad)

Synonym 8 nice personality (to have a)
expo said when there is nothing
lllce to say tlbout the person'c;
looks

.)ynonym 9 short on looks (to be) exp

Synonym 10 ngly as sin (to be as) exp

ck n gIrl

-3' ';'J!_ Thelt chick over there I.'> our new
malh professor. Shc's 'iD pretty'

It WbWll1l ThaI girl over there is our new
mmh profps.c;or She 'i <;0 pretty'

i 11!1!ttCi! Ihal chick over there s ar new
millh prafesser She s So prcddyl

ep n a very undc.'>lmble per.'>on

-p':,n- You re gOl1lg out INlth Rob' He's
.'>"Uch el creep'

1I t\1l!lI!l:li You re gOl1lg out INllh Rob ' He ~

such an undesirable person'

III il"!)!" il Y r going out w'th Rob" He 5
,>uch a creep'

riNG SLANG (PhQ!>e 1 The Hum (or a Relanonshrp)

TII£ SLANCiMAN GUIDE TO STREET SPEAK J
cruise (to) u 10 flln

-p';'n. For the last hour that guy has
been cruising you Why don I

you just go say hello?

SI i,I'!il!SI: i'A For thc last hour thelt guy hel'>
been flirting with you Why
don t you )lU>t go say hello?

" I!!,q» l:jj Fer the last hour thelt guy.'> been
cruising you Why don cha jut;
go say hcllo

'
Also cruisy ad]. c;ald of a flmatlou.'>

person or an establishment
where el lot of flirting take~ pldce

dirty old man n eln oldcr meln who IS
obsesse'd with sex

-iP;in. Did you see the WilY Anne s
father hugged me'l I think he s
a dirty old man

./ 'PM$.: !'h DId you .'>ee Ihc way Anne.,
father hugged me! I think hc .'>
an older man who is
obsessed with se",

" I!',m! il Dld'ia see the WilY Anne s father
hugged me? llhlnk c a dirdy
01' man

dreamy ad[ attrdclIve elnd ~cxy

-3 P;iJl. My heart pound.'> every time I .'>ee
Mark He's so dreamy

",,'!ttW I'll My hean pounds every time I see
Mark He's so attractive and
selll:Y

" I!',m! il My hCelrt poun s ev ry 11 me I ~ec
Mark He s so dreamy

eye on someone (to have one's) exp to be
lt11erested 111 somconC'

_3";'01'_ I vc had my eye on Dlanc ever
~ince I met her at RIck s party
She S so beautiful'
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ii fi i!'W i 'A I ve been inter-ested in Dktne
ever since I met her at Rick s
pany. She's so beautifuli

!R ("U" jl I ve had my eye on Dlane ever
since I med er 'it Rick s pardy
She s so beaUtiful I

mug n bnef sexual encounter

M; I ':'J'. Gary thinks hIS Wlfe IS faithful but
she has had three' Dings that
I know of

11 t!'!l! 1.( :'4 Gary thinks hIS Wlfe ts faithful. but
she hus had lhree brief sexual
encounters thut I know of

"1:t;"jJJt:il Gary thinks IS Wlfe ez fallhful b t
~he ~ had three Dings th'd
I know of

get tumed down (to) exp to be releclCd

MP':'Ji. I asked Sue to go to the prom
Wllh me but I got turned
down

11 '.I'/!' W: 4 I dsked Sue to go to the prom
Wlth me but she reiected me

Wmf!1lt:jl I ast Sue da go da the prom w th
me b d I got tul'D' down

Voriation tul'D someone down (to) exp
to reject someone

go Dutch (to) exp to pay only for oneself on a
date

MP';'B. I m an Independent woman
I WlII only go out with ~omeone

If we go Dutch

It' !'iJ'W l'Jj I m an Independent woman
I will only go out Wlth someone If
we pay individuaUy

lit 't!I!W i\ I m n Independent woman. All
only go out w th someone if we
go Dutch

go out (to) u to ledve one s house III order to
go do ~omethlngentenalntng

M; I,':W. I m going out Wlth Ron tOnight
We re gOlllg to a mOVIe

B ti'!l!S,: l'lI I m leaving my house to go
do something entertaining
Wllh Ron tonight We re going to

cl movie

;' "',Ja' il I m going out w th Ron tantght
W r going to a movie

gold ctigger..n a person who looks for Someone
Wllh a lot of money to date or to marry· Oit)
one who digs for gold.
Mp':iOl!. Pam isn't intere!>ted III your

personality. She's only interested
In your money She's a gold
digger'

l{ilVW)ih Pam isn t Interested III your
personality. She s only interested
In your money She's a person
who looks for someone
with a lot of money for
a relationship'

if!'IU" it P<lm isn' int'rcsted n yer
personalidy She s only int rested
n yer money She's a gol'

digger'

guy n a very common slung term for "man·

M;» ':',•• Old you see the guy Mmdy 15

gomg out with" He 5 really
handsome'

li "'!liS': :'4 Old you see the man Mmdy 15
going out with'! He 5 really
handsome'

;: 1!;'lq' ':ij Otd J<l sce the guy Mmdy s gOing
OUI with? He's really han'some l

Note In Ihe plural form guys is used In
American slang to mean "friends
Jnd IS commonly used when
greeting a group of men or
women l For example HI guys'
'vVhQt\ up? Hi friends I How are
you?

<,ynonym J dude n • see p /99

Synonym 2 feUow n used pnmanly by
the older generations and often
prononccd "fella "

DATING SUNG (Ph~e I The Hunt for a RelationshIp)



heavy date expo an ImpOndnl ddte.
_! ":iUW I just had a rcally heavy date

with John He a<;ked me to marry
him'

iW'IlIWl'ij I just had a reully i.IIlportant
date WIth John He asked me to
marry him'

Rill'lJft:w: I JUs had a really heavy date
with John He a.,t me del marry
im'

hit on someone (to) exp to mdke ~e)(ual

advances towdrd someonc

_P':':!W Every tIme I go to Debble s
house. her boyfnend hits on
me l

II I 1'11 ...51:: a Every IImC I go to Dcbblc s
house her boyfnend makes
sexual advances toward mer

RlItllJJt:w: Ev ry lime I go dd Dehhle s
house er boyfnen hits on me l

~yn()nym J come on to someone (to) exp
• see p 6

Synonym 2 give someone the eye (to)
exp

Synonym 3 make a pass at someone (to)
exp

~ynol1)'m 4 make a play for someone
(to) exp

Synonym S make eyes at someone (to)
expo to flirt \,vl1h someone by
giving meaningful glances

Synonym 6 make goo-goo eyes at
someone (to) exp

Synonym 7 move in on someone (to) exp
to approach someone with the
Intention of flining

DATING SLANG (Phase I The Hunr (or a Relanomhlp)
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hook up (to) exp to get logether (wllh
someone)
-iV:IOIl- I redlly enjoyed meetmg you

Would you like to hook. up this
weekend)

it 1\1j1Wt Pd I really enjoyed meeting you
Would you like to get together
Ihis wcckend?

R11."0» i:ij I rcally enjoyed meedmg you
Would'ia like ta hook up thi.,
weekend?

NOli! In teen slang, thiS expre'>Sion dl!>o
means "to have sex"

hottle n (from the ad[cctlve hot meatllng scxy")
a sexy man or woman
_a";iJjM Wow' I'd love to go OUI WIth Lee

She's such a hottle l

"Wits.: lid Wow' I'd love to go OUI wnh Lee
She"; <;uch a sexy woman'

Rl!;'JiJ1! jj Wow l I'd love da go out WIth
Lee She's such a hoddie'

Synonym 1 babe (to be a) n used to reler
to a sexy man or woman

Synonym 2 beaut (to be a) ad) • I. used
to refer to a beautiful womdn •
2. used to refer to somethmg or
someone In an Impressive yet
negative way· Thar black eye IS

a real beaur' • Gerry lied to get hiS
Job He s a real beaur'

Synonym J bombsheU n only applied to a
bedutiful woman

Synonym 4 built (to be) ad) to havc a
grcat body

Synonym s cutie n
Synonym 6 drop-dead gorgeous (to be)

ad)

Synonym 7 easy on the eyes (to be) exp
Synonym 11 fox n. someone good looking

and sexy

Synonym 9 foxy (to be) ad) to be good
looking and sexy

Synonym JO bard to look at (not to be)
exp

Synonym I I hot (to be) ad). 10 be very ~xy

Synonym J2 hunk n a muscular and ~exy

man

Synonym J3 jock n an athlenc-Iookmg man
but Can be applied to a womdn
when used in jest



Lesson I • ROGER STRIKES OUT WITH A PICK-UP LINE!

hunk n a mus<.:ular and vmlc man
_p ':'JIW That's Jeff Leshay? He uscd to bc

so thin and wcak He s rC<.llly
turned Into <.l hunk' I guess he s
been working OUt

./ , i'll' SI: ;::n That s Jcff Leshay7 He used to be

RIck IS <.l reallaclies' man ThE"
moment he walks mto a room,
womcn come running up to hIm

RIck IS a rC<.llly attractive to
women The mOment he walk.~

Imo a room women come
running up to him

RIck s <.l reallaclies' man The
moment e walk.,; into a room,
women come running up 10 'im

.2 ",11th': id

so thin and weak He s really
rurned into a muscular and
virile man! I guess he s been
working OUl

;' ""lU!:il That s Jeff Lesh<.lY? He usta be so
Ihin 'n weak. He s really rurncd
into a hunk! I guc';s e S bccn
working oUt

Synonym / he-man n
.)ynonym 2 jock n

Synonym J macho ad]

Synonym!J stallion n • On) m<.lle horse
Synon}m S stud n • Olt) male horse

leeb n (shon for lecher) one who !lms constantly
In hope of findmg scx

-p':mw DId you sec the way Stan
behavcd when th<.lt beautiful
model walked mlo the room? He
d.dn t leave her alone for a
second He s such a lech'

./' I'll'S.!: n Old you S0C the way Stan
behaved when Ihat beauliful
model walked mto the room I Hc
dldn t Icave her <.llone for a
second He s such a constant
airt l

"'ft'jJil:jj Old la see Ihe way St<.ln beh<.lved
wh n that heaudiful model
walked mda the room? He dldn
leave 'er ulone fer a c;ccond He s
such a lech l

Synonym J looking to get lucky (to be)
exp to be lookmg for c;ex

Synonym 2 operator n. onC' who knows
exactly what to 'Kly in order 10

attract someone scxually.
Variurion smooth operator n

ladies' man n a man who IS vcry <.lltraCllVC to

women

killer looks (to have) exp 10

bc exceptionally attractive

knockout adj. an extremely
good looking woman

long on looks (to be) exp
Alm: long on looks, short on
brains (to be) expo 10 he
extremely good looking but not
very intelligent

looker n ,m extremely
good-looking man or woman

out of my league (to be) exp
said of someone who is too pretty
10 approach

pretty as a picture (to be as)
exp

raving beauty (to be a) n an
cxtremely gorgeous Wom<.ln or
girl

stud n a sC'xy lookmg man

stunner n an C'xtremely
good lookmg man or woman

stunning (to be) ad}. 10 he
extrcmely good looking.

tall, dark and handsome (to
be) ad] (said of a man)

ten (to be a) exp mC'anlng to
be a ten on <.l scale from I to 10·

traffic-stopper (to be a) n
someone whose good loo~

Ciluses drivers 10 brake <.llld slare

Synonym 26

Synol"ym /8

Synonym 20

Synonym /4

.)ynonym 2S

.)yncmym J9

Synonym /6

Synonym /7

Synonym 2/

Synonym 22

.)ynonym JS

.)ynonym 24

Synonym 23

DATING MNG (phase J The Hunt (or a ReJatJOmhlp)



Synonym 3 playboy n. a man who IS

devoted to haVIng fun with few
or no responsibilities

Synonym 4 player n. one who ('nJoy'i thc
game of /lining

Synonym 5 tease n

'lynonym 6 woman c:haser n

Synonym 7 womanizer n a man who
engagc~many women
romanllcally and/or sexudlly
knOWIng that he WIll never have
a senous relationship WIth Ihem

love at first sight exp Immedlille dttrdUlon
for dnother person

-,,':U!. The moment I mel your mOlher
I knew I wanled to many her It
was love at first sight

- _... - - --- - ----"
IT~S ALL ABOUT
• CN£.MISTRY.

II ti'm W;'11 The moment I met your mother
I knew I wanted to marry her It
wa~ immediate attrac:tion

; "1 flU !:il fhe momcn I met cher mother
I knew I wan ed da marry 'er It
w t. love 'it firs' sight

LTR n. an abbreVlallon of "long-term
relationship" which IS commonly seen In
the personals sections of the Internet and
new'ipapcrs.

-i":''!. Old you sce thiS <Id 111 the
personals? "Romantic and
handsome m<.ln looking for <.In
LTR I think I'll umwer hi'i ud

II Ij'l!!;S,t:,'ij Old you see thiS Jd 111 the
personals? "Romantic and
hand~ome mcln looking for a
long-term relationship ..
I think rIl answer his ad

DATING SLANG (Phase 1 The Hum for a Relanonshlp)
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; It!,!)" iI Dld'in see thl~ Jd n the

personals l "Romantic n
hcln'some man looking fer n
LTR " Ilhink a 11 answer 'is ad

Nare There are several other common
initials used in the personals that
may look like some kind of secret
codc J-<or example: A BBW ISO
an LTH with a romanric SWM
N/D and N/S a must': A big
beautiful woman in search of J

long-term relahonship WIth il

romuntic single (or straight)
white male. Non-drinker and
non-smoker d must' • Here arc
<;ome other common initials
A - Asian
B Black
BB - Bodybullder
B13W - Big Beautiful Woman
81 - Bisexual
F Female
G Gay
H IhspunlC.
ISO In search of
J Jewi<;h
M Male
N;D \Ion Dnnker or

'\lon Drug User
N/~ Non-smoker
S Single or SrrUlghl

which Is slang for
heterosexual. "

W White

make the first move (to) exp to Itllllale
'iomclhing

_P':I.!. I want to date her but I m too
shy to make the first move

5i P'WW I'll I want to date her but I m loO
shy to initiate it

; W'iW Il I Wdnna date er b dIm too ~hy

da mak.e the firs' move

Variacion make a move (to) exp

meat market exp dny plclce where people go
10 look for sexual encounters, such as a bar
<l pJrry the gym etc • Oil.): a market where
people shop tor meat.

_p /:,;1. I h<.lte gOIng la my gym It s
lurned Into <.I meat mark.et'
The guys won tleJve me alone'
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ntijiWI J:)i I hate gomg (0 my gym It!'l
turned into a place where
people go to look ior sexual
encounters l The guys won't
leavc me alone l

• '£j,j2Hil I hate going da my gym It ~

turned into a meat mark.et l

The guys won t leeme alone I

nerd n. a person who has an unsophistiC<lted
appCelrdnCe and per~onality

M;If=m. Otd you see the guy Bcth IS gOing
out IA'ith'! He's the biggest nerd
and she',) very sophisticalpd

U '!m \I[ : '11 Otd you !'lce the guy Rcth 1<; gomg
out WIth? He's the most unso·
phistic:ated person and she s
very <;ophisticated

; ,£"jW:W: Otd Ja see the guy Beth cz gomg
out INlth? He s the blggcs' nerd
n she s very safistiC<lded

Vuriation nerdy ad]. said of someone INlth
an unsophis\1cated appearance
and personality

~ynonym J dork n. a weak and
unsophisticuted·looktng person
Variarlon dorky adj. said of
someone IA'ith an unsophisticated
appearance dnd persondlity,

Synonym 2 geek. n d ~tmnge or cccentrlc
person,
Varianon geeky ad]. selld of
someone IA'ith an unsophisticated
appearance and personality

noone.. n a bnef sexual encounter that occurs
during the lunch hour

MPI:'BM When Mitch came bclCk from
lunch today his hair was all
messed up 1wonder if he had a
nooner l

n t!1J!.m:!li When Mitch camc belck from
lunch today hiS hair was all
messed up I wonder if he had a
brief sexual encounter
during lunch I

I 1t',1W:jj When Mllch came back fr m
lunch taday hiS hair w z all
messed up [wonder If 'e held
a nooner l

AI~o aiternoon delight exp

nympbo n (short for nymphomaniac) d woman
INlth an abnormally excessive and
uncomrolldble spxual desire
M;' ':IBW Mlchellc told me <;he hw; sex

with cl different gUy every night
'1didn t know she was such a

nympho l

n t\ d\jtll1 Mlchellc told me she hds sex
with cl differcnt guv every nlght l

1didn t know she had such an
abnormally excessive and
uncontrollable se",ual
desire'

; j,! 11 J' ':'11 Michellc 101 me she has sex
w'th il dilfrem guy ev'ry night'
I didn know she w 7 ')uch cl
nympho l

old maid (to be an) n <;atd of dn old
unmamed woman
M;":1;\* Jody IS fifty years old and stilI not

marned. I think she ~ de~t1ned to
be an old maid

ifV'

51' l'I!!SIt j'JI Jody 1S fifty years old elnd still not
married I think she'<; destined to
be an old, unmarried
woman

; "j llU j '11 Jody s fifdy years old n stili not
married. [ think she s destin ta be
n 01' maid

DATING SLANG (phase I The Hunt (or a Relanonshlp)



Synonym I single ad) ~Id of cin unmarned
mdnorwom,m

Synonym 2. spinster (old) n an old
unmumed wom,m

on the prowl (to be) exp to be looking for
someone for an intlmale relationship or sexual
encounter • (hi) swd of an nnlmullhul I~

looking for food

-p':'u* [very lime I go oul \IJ1th Steve
he flirts with all the women That
guy is aways on the prowl

"tl'll f s,t j'lt Every tlmc I go out \IJ1lh SIeve,
he flirts \IJ1th all the women That
guy is aways looking £01'

someone £01' an intimate
relationship or sexual
encounter

i !!!'jW¥ Ev ry time I go out w th Steve he
lllm w'th 0.111 the women That
guy's ahways on the prowl

Synonym on the make (to be) exp

one·night stand n recreallonal sex that lasts
for one mght only

_;":I)!* I don I hkc one-night stands
I m looking for a long lerm
relalionship

52 !!'!'*W)'Ji I don't like recreational sex
that lasts £01' iust one night
I m lookmg for a long tcrm
relationship

;' ",f'u" 'jil I don t hkf' one-night stan'z
Jm looking fer a long lerm
relallonshlp

pick someone up (to) exp to approuch
someOne for 0.1 e.,exual cncounter

Mf,,:,.,M Klm IS so prelty Ihat guys Iry to
pick her up a11the time She
can t even go shopping In peace'

"ti'l!!;S.i: A Klm IS so pretty thul guys try to
approach her £01' sex nil the
timc. She can t even go shopping
In peace'

'" I!Tflgl j! KJm s~ preddy th'l guys try da
pick 'er up all the time She
Can even go shopping n peace'

put out (to) exp (usually said of a woman) to
engage in sex \IJ111ingly

DATING SLANG (Phose 1 The Hunt for a Relanonshlp)
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M; h:IJ'W Tony \IJ111 only take a woman out

10 dmner If he knows she I~ gOing
to put out

Il J!'O'W i'A I ony \IJ111 only lake a wom,1n out
to dlnnf'r if he knows she is going
to engage in sex wiWngly.

;' it !I!w:Wl Tony 11 only take a woman out ta
dinner if 'e knows she's gonna
pUd out

quickie n a qUick sexuul encounter

-3' ':'p* Now J know why the bo~ hIred
his girlfnend to work here. lie
calls her into his office for i.I

quickie sf'veral times a day'

11 Wil!.Slt :'l1 Now I know why the boss hired
his girlfnend 10 work here. He
calls her into hiS office for a
quick sexual encounter
~cveral times a day'

;' lIi,m! i' Now I know why the bos~ hired
I~ girlfricn da work here He'
calls' er into 'is office fer a
quickie sev'raI times a day'

nmt n a derogutory Icrm for a short person
Milt:,.,. I have no luck meeting men The

only guy who approached me
was ~ome runt named Marvln

ii J!'!lWi :'11 I have no luck meeting men The
only guy who approached me
was ~ome short person named
Marvm

;' Ill'Jp':ij I hc.lve nO luck meedmg men Ihe
only guy who approached me
w /. some runt named MalV1n

~ynonym J haU-pint n

Synonym 2 short stun n

Synonym 3 shorty n

Synonym 4 shrimp n
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~ynonym ~ small fry n

Synonym 6 squirt n
Variation UWe squirt n

scope out (to) exp 10 observe carefully
_;":134. S;nurday nights I like to go to Ihe

man to scope out the girls

B t' ll! 11: i1j SaturddY nights I lIke to go to the
mall to observe the girl~

"!!!'IW;W S,.tturday nlghts I like tt.l go da the
mall da scope out the girls

Synonym check out (to) exp

set someone up with (to) exp to arrange
for someone to go out on a dale (wl1h
another)
_!, ':'Ji. I set AI up VJJth my sIster lasl

night He said he had thp best
tlme'

51 "m'lIl :'/I I a....anged for AI to go out
on a date with my sister He ~ald

he had the best time'

" l !"\lIP f ill 1sed AI up w th my SISler la~

night He said e 'ad Ihe bes
tlmel

shake someone (to) v 10 get nd of someOne
_p ':',.. No matter how many times I tell

CarolIne I m not Interested In

going out wnh her l can t shake
he..

./ t"liMli jjl No matter how mt.lny times I tell
Caroline I'm not Interested In

going out WIth her, I can't get
rid of he..

"!!,l'lrf,t3il No madder how mdny limes I tell
Caroline I'm nod tnt'rested n
gOing out WIth er I can't shake
'er

sleep around (to) expo to travel around
haVIng sex WIth several different people
(at different times)

_pt;iJ'. Ct.lndy told you ~he sa Vlrgm?1
Everyone knows she sleeps
around

'I tl:JIWt ;'/1 Ccmdy told you ~he Sa Vlrgm?1
Everyone knows ~he travels
a ..ound having sex with
several different people

IR '''",Ji' il Candy tollU she s a Vlrgm'"
Ev ryone know~ she sleeps
around

smaD talk (to make) exp to engage In light
casual conversation

_! ":iJ!. 1 t.lke your mother 5 adVIce On
your first dale, just make small
talk and don t ki~ hIm'

II f,1'h'W: aTake your mother s adVIce. On
your fir~t dale just make light,
casual conversation and
don t kiSS him I

"""q Ii:jj Take yer mother ~ t.ldVlce On yer
firs' date, JUs' make smaU talk
n don't kiss 'im l

smooth ad}. said of ~omeone who pretends to be
Sincere by making sure to Suy exactly whul the
other person wanl~ to hear (in order 10 gain
that other person's trust).

_P':IJi. Terry ~ure is smooth but I dldn t
believe he was c;incere for a
moment

't rl'!l!:S,[ I'll Terry ~'Ure says everything I
want to hea.. but I dldn I
belIeve he was sincere for t.I

moment

Wj"I "';; j il Terry sher IS smooth b d I dldn
believe 'e w'z sincere fer a
moment

Vananon smooth operator n

spaz n ~hon for spasllc IdIot tool

_p ':'B. You know that guy I went out
WIth last night? He acted like the
biggest spaz al Ihe restaurant
I WdS so emburmssed!

"tl'b'W: a You know tht.lt guy I went out
wnh last night I He acted like the
biggest idiot al Ihe restaurant
I was so embarrassed!
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"jJlIW;' il Ya know that guy I wen oUt wnh
las night? He acted like the
bigges' spaz 'it the restemnl
I w'~ so embarrassed'

,'VOle This comes from the ddJeclIve
"spastic," literully meuning
"someone affected by IOvoluntMY
muscular contractions ..

,)vnonym I all there (not to be) expo not
10 be functioning completely
rdllonally

Synonym 2 Iame·o n IdIot

Synonym 3 lamebrain n IdiOt

,)ynon}m 4 nitwit n Idiot

Synonym ~ out oi' it (to be) exp nOI 10 bp
functlonmg completely rdtlonally

Synonym 6 playing with a i'uJl deck.
(not to be) expo not to be
functioning completely rationally

Synonym 7 slow on the draw (to be a
little) expo • (liL). (from
Westerns) said of a cowboy who
I~ slow at shooting his gun during
a duel

,)ynonvm 8 "The elevator doesn't go up
to the top" exp said of
~omeone ~Iupld

Synonym" "The lights are on but
nobody's home" C'.xp smd of
someone ~1Upld

,)ynonym 10 twit n IdlOI

Synonym I I winner n (~ed .>drcdstically)

VanQlioll: a real winner (to
be) expo to be a total loser m
every way

Nore 1 he term wmner meuning
"one who is very successful" is
commonly used to mean Ihe
opposite when used .>urcastically.
Being sarcastic is vPry Americolll 1'

This is why it's so importanl to
listen not only to what Amcncan.>
.>ay, bUl how they say It
especially Since sarcasm IS so
commonly used For example,
upon seeing a woman walk inIO

thc room weanng an ugly dress,
it would be common to hear
someone whisper sarcastically
"Nice dress'" medning "Whal a
horrible dress'

DATING SLANG (Pha~e J The Hunt for a RelafJonsh!p)
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stand someone up (to) expo to fell I to keep

an appointment or datc Wlth someOne.

-p':q!. IfTim stands me up tonight. III
never agree 10 go OUt with him
again

II t,'ll¥ W:'11 If ']'1 m doesn't show up i'or
our date tonight. I'll never
dgree to go out with him agdln

I ",'Ilp j il If Tlm stanz me up tanlght all
never agree da go out w th 'im
dgain

Vanarion be/get stood up (to) exp la be
left waiting (for a date or
dppomtmpnt) for someone who
never amves a.> planned

sweep someone off his/her feet (to) exp
said of a man who charm~ d woman

MP':';l- Bill cume into my life and swept
me off my feet We're going to
be marned next month'

I{ 'Ul!W:'h Rill Cdme into my life and
c:ompletely charmed me
We re going to be mdITled nexl
month'

11I11 "IJI laill Bill came IIlta my life n swep'
me oi'i' my i'eet W r gonnu be
marned nex momh'

swoon (to) u to fdlllt due to overwhelming laY

Mili:'J!. I'll nev('[ forget the ddy 1saw
Harrison Ford on Fifth Avenue 111

:\Jew York I swooned I

1/ wm.\Itl ')j III never torget the day I 'law
Harnson Ford on FIlth Avenue In

New York I i'ainted due to
overwhelming joy'

1"';'10
'

';W1 A'II never fergel lhe day I .>dW
Hamson Ford on Fiflh Avenue n
New York I swooned'

troD n a reully ugly person· (ll!.): a super
natural creature (clther a dwarf or a giant)
thdt is said la hve in caves or in the mountains

M; ";'011. Nancy is a model but ...he'.> dating
Melvm who s a troD I

./ Il'! .. Ill] 'J1 Ndncy \S a model hut she s dallng
Melvln who s il really ugly
person'

I WIWr;\:tt Nancy IS a model b I .>he sdadtng
Melvin who su troDI
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THIS LWON FtATUIlU tD NlW SLANG WORDS &0 IDIOMS

AATCH THE PICTURES
As a fun WdY to get started. see If you can guess the meaning of the
new slang wOId<; dnd expressions on the opposite page by using the
pictures below and following the context of the sentence~
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Is that a ring on your finger?' Old OaVld finally 6 Fran is eraz~ about Odn She thm~ dbout
pop the question? him all the time.
U ae;k you to marry him o mentally insane around
U answer your que~tlon o very much in love WIth

2 Brenda le; dating <1 guy who s twenty yedr~ 7 You and Mach have been seemg each other
younger than she is She ~ really robbing the for ycar~ When are you hnally gomg to
cradle! shack uP?o stealing babies ::J live togethero dating someone much younger than ~he le; ::J build c1 house

3 I thmk MOnlca hd~ d sugar dadd~ She doe~n t 8 I heard that Klm had a baby' Who Jrnoeked
have a job but she weare; new expensive clothes her up?
and jewelry every dayl o gOt her pregnantU rich father o paid her a visit at her houseU rich older man ~he I~ dolling

4 Look at them kJ~smg dnd touchmg like that In 9 I JUSt saw your brother and Jenny ,,",king

public. Get a room l out! I dIdn't know they were dolting l

U They should make room for others to JOIn In
o arguing

o They should take it to a private place o kise;ing

5 Nancy and OOmlnlC Just got hitched. They're 10 Tom dnd Pdtty are so dlfferenl l How long have
spending their honeymoon in Hawaii! they been going together
o arrested o working together
U molnied o ddting each other

DATING SLANG (Phase 2 The Thnll o{the Relanonshlp')
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~ ,..--------......

A. DIALOGUE USING SLANG a;. IDIOMS
The words introduced on the first two pdgC~ are used In the
dialogue below. See if you can understand the conver<;ation
Nore The tran.,ldtion of the words in boldfac.e IS on the right
hand page

Lee You're not gomg to believe thl~ Debhle and Ken are gettmg hitched next month l He
finally popped the question last night

Nancy You ve got to be klddtng Ken IS so much older than she IS He s robbing the cracl1e
Well, Debbie has always wanted a sugar daddy and now she's going to have one
I have to ddmit, they do ~eem crazy about each other I mean, they're always
making ont in public

Lee I know I hate that Get a room I

Nancy Well, they have been going together for three years and have been shacked np
for one yedr I guess they wanted to make it official

Lee Either that or Ken knocked her np and now they wdnt to get mdmed before the
parents find out But you didn t hear It from me l

~) DATING SLANG (Phase 2 The Thnll o(the Relanonshlp')
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~. DIALOGUE TRANSLATED INTO STANDARD ENGLISH
LET S SEE HOW MUCH YOU REMEMBERI
Just for fun move Mound In random order to the words and
expressions In boldface below Sec if you can remember their
slang equivalents without 100kJng at the left hand page l

Lee You re not gOIng to believe th!s Debble and Ken arc getting married next month l He
finally proposed IdS( night

Nancy You've got to be kIddIng Ken I~ ~o much older (han she IS He s dating someone so
mucb yonnger than he is Well Debble has always wanted d ricb bnsband and
now she s gOIng to have one I have to admit (hey do seem very much in love
I medn they're illwcl~ kissing In public

Lee I know I hdte thlll Get a hotel room and do it in private l

Nancy Well, they have been dating for three years and have been living together for one
year I guess they wanted to make It offiCial

Lrr EIther that or Ken got her pregnant llnd now they want to get maffled before the
parents find out But you dldn t hedr It from me l

ATlfIG SLANG (Phase 2 The Thnll of [he RelatIonshm')
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c. DIALOGUE USING 4JREAL SPEAK"
Thc dialogue below demonstrates how the slang conversallon
on the preVIous pclge would really be spoken by native speclkers l

Lee Y'r not gonna believe this Debble 'n Ken er geddmg hitched nex month' He fin lIy
popped the question las' night

Nancy You ve godda be kJddmg Ken ~ so much older th n shc IS He s robbing the cradle
Well, Debble's ahways wan ed a sugar daddy 'n now she's gonna have one I hdlta
admit, they do seem crazy abond each other I mean, they re ahweez making
ond 'n public

Lee I know 1hate that Ged a 1"00ml

Nancy Wcll they've been going dagether fer threc years n ev been shacked np fer one
year I guess they wan ed ta make Id afficial

Lee Either thad r Ken knocked 'er np n now they wanna get marned b fore the parent'>
find out But'cha dldn' hear It fr m me'

~$~
CD- A. TUCK 8

Synonym 5

~ynonym 6

Synonym 7

Synonym 8

Synonym 9

Synonym 10

crazy about someone (to be) exp to lovc <;omeone very much

MU.':W- I'm crazy about Albcrt He s wonderlul'

ij tl'IltW l'!i I love Albert very much He S wonderlul'

WI!l,jJtl:il I'm crazy abond Alben Hc's wonderful'

')ynonym 1 crush on someone (to have a) exp

~ynonym 2 fall for someone (to) exp

Synonym 3 have it bad for someone (to) exp

Synonym 4 head over heels for someone (to be) exp
Vanallon head over heels in love with someone

(to be) exp

hots for someone (to have the) exp

lovesick (to be) ad] to be decply In love

mad about someone (to be) exp

nuts about someone (to be) exp

stnck on someone (to be) exp

wild abont someone (to be) exp

VOCABULARY
The follovv'mg words and cxpressiOns were used In the preVlou<;
dialogues Let's take a c!o<;er look clt whdt they mcan

I/:':~I"PI:1~1·:·t;J;!,~IJflj::t,t!tt'!·:IJ:t
Itn. craz~ abo..' LesUe because...

DATING SLANG (Phw,e 2 The Thnll o{the RelationshIp')
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"Get a room!" exp (said to two people who are excc<;slvely physically affeClIonme In public) "Take
your lovemakmg to a pnvate place!"

-tt.t:iB- Look how they'rc k.tC;Stng cdch other In publici Hey' Get a
room I

i/ ,j'Iji,W :'11 Look how they re kJssmgeach other In public' Hey' Take
it to a private place'

WWiiJUe Look how they re ki~sing eaeh other n publici Hey'
Gedda room'
':·':it-PJ :·I;M{·tJ;!;;i,:iI;:r ttjt'~'iil i
•••Get Q room!

go together (to) exp to datc On a regular baSIS

_iWW- I didn't know Ddvtd and Margaret were going
together They re as different as night and day'

Cl 'f'OWI :'5 I didn't know Davtd dnd Margarct were dating on a
regular basis. They re d~ different as night and day'

Cl'tlliEte I dldn know David n Marg'ret were going tagether
They're 'ez dllfrend e7 night n day'

Synonym I go steady (to) exp

Synonym 2 go with someone (to) exp

',1·gii 111 :.ir!{·t:li!;;f,:iI;U,ttit'* pJ i
Jjust found out tlaQt •.• Qnd ••• Qre going togetlaert

hitched (to get) exp to gct mdmed • (ht) to get connectcd

Mtt':iB- After dating for fourteen YCdr~, Jlm and Ceclly are finally
going to get hitched

Cl tj'l!!W JIli After dating for fourteen years Jlm and Ceclly are finally
gOing to get married
After dadlng fer fourteen years Jlm n Ceclly 'er fin lIy
gonna get hitched
settle down (to) exp

snap on tbe 01' baU and chain (to) exp
(humorous)
NOle The adJec\lve "old 1<; commonly reduced to 01 <l~

seen In thi<; expression

~yn()nym 3 take the plunge (to) exp

Synonym 4 tie the knot (to) exp

')ynonym 5 walk down the aisle (to) exp

1::."<,11' :·Irlg·t:i;!;if,tI';:"ttit'! .'J tI
.••got laitclaed 'Qsi week!

DATING SLANG (Phase 2 The Thrdl of rhe Relanonsh,p')
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I JU~I heard Ihal Llsa got pregnant by Barryl Is thal true?

I JU~' heard th't Llsa got knocked np by Barry'llat true?

knock someone up (to) exp to Impregnate someone

bun in the oven (to have a) exp (humorous)

expecting (to be) ad] (very populdr)

In Engldnd. the expression to knock ~omeone up mean~ to
knock on someone s door when gomg for a Vlsit" rather
than Ihe Amencan definition of to Impregnant someone"

1::·lj'Ii.pl :"iiR-t;fJ!,;I,i!';j,ttil'!'l" I
... got knoched up when she wcu on'3/...

Vananon

",ynonym 1

Synonym 2

NotE'

Ai ti'ii!\;t Pi
'if i'tJ!,1:it

knoeked Up (to get) exp (somewhat vulgLlr) to get pregnant

_j!,f:iBM I lust heard that LISd got knocked np by Barryl Is thal
true?

make out (to) exp to kt~~

1/ t"Jit';f.j'Jj

",If "jJlI.

Synonym 1

Synonym 2

",ynonym 3

Synonym 4

Synonym 5

Synonym 6

After making out WIth Ahce for an hour BIll hdd more of
her lipsnck on him than she did!

After kissing Ahce for 'n hour BIll had more of her
hp<;nck on him Ihan she dld l

After making out Wllh Ahce fer an hour, Bill had more
'ev 'er lipstick on Im th'n she did'

French kiss (to) exp to kiSS Wllh the longue
Vanallon give a French kiss (to) exp
hickey (to give someone a) exp to leave a mLlrk on
c;omeone Sskm by ktssmg and suckmg
neck (to) u to kiSS (old fashioned)

play tonsil hockey (to) exp (humorous and popular
among the younger generattons) to kJss with the tongue
suck face (to) exp (crude yet humorous)

tongue tonsillectomy (to give someone a) expo
(humorous dnd popular among the younger generations)
to kiss deeply VJith Ihe tongue

'4·:It·:II :·jliH:PBilinJ;:r,Wf,iN')*
Last night, I saw LaM')' and Susan making out
in/at•••

pop the qnestion (to) exp 10 propose marnage

_jV:iBM Greg popped the qnestion tonlght l He ~dld he" In

love Wllh Llsa and wants her to be hIS WIfe

1/ t!'il!W i'N Greg proposed marriage lomghll He said he'" m love
wilh Llsa and wants her to be his Wife

'U"jJUij Gregpopped thequestiontamght l He "aid e's n love
WIth LIsa n wan~ er da be 'is wife

1::.]\11'11' :.I'M{·t:t;!,ii':ij;t"J;tjll~'lIJ I
I popped the question to Jane in/at•••

DATING SUNG (Phase 2 The Thrill of the RelatlOnshrp')
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'j·Eft-III :·,;,{·t;'J!;ii,t1j;p,1,!il,tg.:" ill
J 'hink 'ha"s Susan's sugar dadd~ because...

.:t·el?-V' :·",?·t:';!,ij, flJiti,t,!jl"t liJ ill
J'old Gal")' J wasn', read~ '0 shack up because...

sback up [together] (to) exp to move m together

Mj:t.tM!. We ve been dating for over a year Don't you thmk It\
time we shacked uP?

ntl:il!W mi We ve been datmg for over a year Don't you think It'~

time we moved in together?
, If j,jJUi! We ve been dadlng fer over d yedr Doncha think It Stime

we shacked up I

Vananon be shacked up [together] (to) exp to be liVing
together

rob the cradle (to) exp to date or marry ~omeonemuch younger than oneself

MF'M!. Joanne IS 53 and Tony IS 22 I know <;he hke<; younger men
but that's really robbing the cradle I

1/ tj'JI!W l'l Joanne i~ 53 and Tony is 22 I know she likes younger men,
but thdt's really dating someone mnch younger
than herselfr

, !?!'jU,l:Jj Joanne ~ fifdy three n Tony ~ twen'y twO I know she likes
younger men, bOt that s really rohhing the cradleI

1::-1\1'-111 :·i'i£·i:!:!,;I,i1I;~' tti('!·ll} ill
J 'hink Brad i5 robbing 'he cradle because...

sugar daddy exp a wealthy older man who gIvc~ money and present., to a younger woman m
exchdnge for her mtimdte companionshIp

MF':"!. - Every time I ~ee Tmh ~he IS VJJth a much older man Is
that her father?

- No. that's her sngar daddy. Thdt'~ why ~he IS always
wearing new jewelry and clothing

11 '.mUU "11 - Every time I see Tnsh she I~ WIth a much older mdn Is
that her fathel 1

- No, that s her wealthy older man who gives her
money and presents in exchange for her
intimate companionship. That's why she j<; alway~
weanng new jewelry and clothing

"W'jJUi! - Ev'ry time I see Trish <;he 'i with a much older man lLdt
'er father?

- No, that'~ 'er suger daddy Thdt ~ why she's ahweeL
wearing new jewelry 'n <.Iothmg

DATING SLANG (Pha~e 2 The Thnll of!he Relanonshlp')
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CD-A: TMete 9

go together (to) expo
to date on a regular basis

True ::J False

knocked up (to get)
exp (somewhat vulgar)
to have a great lime

::J True 0 False

shack up
[together] (to) exp
10 move In together

o True 0 Fdl"e

"Get a room!" exp
(said 10 two people who
are excessively physically
affectionate in pubHc)
'Take your lovemakmg
to d pnvate place'

!.J True U False

hitched (to get) exp
to get divorced,-"

~~~ 0 True :J False

8

9
sngar daddy exp a
wealthy older mdn who 1~

known for being miserly

o True :J Fdbe

rob the cradle (to) exp
"aid of d bdbysitter who

keep<; the baby up Idte=..,~"~I~"
U True ..J False "

DATING SLANG (Phase 2 The Thnll of (he Relanonshlpl)

make out (to) exp 10
drgue

LJ True 0 Fal"e

.,
• crazy about someone

., (to be) e.xp to love
~Omeone very much

o True 0 FdL"e

5

4

3 i'f?'\pop the question (to)
~ <. ~ exp to propose marnage

;::!iJ- ..J True LJ False

A. TRUE OR FALSE
Decide if the definition IS true or fal"e



'I'N£ SLANGMPI GUIDE TO STREET SPEAK J

I. CNooSE TNE IUGMT WORD
Underhne the word') that best complete the phrase

CD·A: TRACK ID

Congratulauon~! I heard your boyfnend popped the (statement interjection,
question) la')t night l

2 Can you believe how physical Jenmfer and Kenny were WIth each other In the restaurant?
They never stopped makmg (in, out, Up)1

3 Old you see Jody? She's pregndnt l Who knocked her (up, down out)?

4 See that mdn ~tandlng next to KJm? That s her (pepper, salt, sugar) daddy That explams why
~he\ always wearing expensive Jewelry and c10thmg every time we see her

5 Look dt those two klssmg like lhilt m pubhcl (Get a room, Rob the craclle, Pop the question)l

6 I JUSt heard that Mnrge and Homer are gettmg (itched hitched switched) next month They
want to have a family right away

7 Old you see the guy Gall IS dating? He mu')t be fifteen yedr~ younger than she IS She',) really
robbing the (Iaclle, bagel, craclie) I

8 My mother and father have been marned fifty years and they're stili (crazy hazy lazy) about
edch other l

9 I"n t that JIlI dnd Steve holding hdnds over there? When dId they ')tart (going, coming
arriving) together?

10 After dating each other for only a month, LISCl and Bill deCided to shack (in, out up) I think
thilt s il little 100 earlyl

DATING SLANG (PhO!>e 2 The Thnll of!he ReIQ!!onshlp')
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c. MATCH THE SENTENCES
Match the numbered sentences below Wlth the lettered
sentences on the opposite page Write your answe~ in the
boxes at the bottom of the pages

flU,..8EItS [,....._;;;...._11"-_..;:8;:,.-_
LETUItS I I

CD- A. TlItACIt D

DATING SLANG (pha~(' 2 lhe Thnll o(rhe Relallonshrpl)



C. MATCH THE SENTENCES (continued)

NUMBERS

LEnEAS

DATING SLANG (Phase 2 ThE" Thrill of rhe Relanonshlp/)
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CD-A: TRACK n



Lesson 2 • KEN POPPED THE QUESTION!

DATING SLANG
(Phase 2: The Thrill of the Relationship!)

o

A romanuc relatlonsrup cendmly hds many levelssuch as Inltldl dnracuon,lovc, marnage, family. etc The
followmg list offers cl large assortment of slang terms and Idioms you're sure to hear m reference to dny
type of relationship

aD over each other (to be) exp <;ald of
£wo people who are excessively physically
affectionate with each other

Mp':inM Ron dnd [mlly were all over
each other dunng today s
church ~elV1cel

,n"m:s.:;'tj Ron dnd Emlly were
ellc:essively physic:aUy
affec:tionate during toddy s
church sClV1ce l

R"·'IQ.,I il Ron n Emlly were an oyer
eac:h other dunng taday s
church service l

Synonym paw each other (to) f'XP

B.F. n an abbreVlatlon of boyfnend"

Mp':inM JIII and Steve do everything
together j<; SIeve her new B.F.?

It tlPWl'Jj JIIl dnd Steve do everything
together. Is Steve hcr new
boyfriend?

Ik WI1W il JIII n :,teve do ev rythlng
tagclh0r 1<; Slcve er new B.F.?

Synonym J honey man n dn affectionate
abbreviation of -boyfriC'nd" or
husband"

Synonym 2 life-mate n boyfnend or
girlfnend in a homosexual
reldtlonshlp

~ynonym 3 lover n boyfnend or glrltnend
ilnd u<;ed ryplcally to refer to
one s pal1ner in a homosexual
relalion<;hip

Synonym -1 main man n

~ynonym 5 main squeeze n. (gangster
lingo used in jest).

~ynonym 6 man (my) n my boyfnend or
-my husband"

Synonym 7 partDer n boyfnend or
glrlfnend in a homosexual
relationship

~ynonym 8 significant other n (also
known as one's 5.0.) boyfnend
or girlfriend and used typically to
refer to one S partner in il

homosexudl relationship.

,,",orl' I Any term of affection can be
used as a synonym for either
"boyfriend" or "girlfriend
See - sweetie p. 40

NUle 2 Many of the same terms here can
be used as synonyms for
"husband -
See - hubby p 37

See G.F. ( gJrlfnend p 36

DATING SLANG (Phase 2 The Thnl/ of the Relanonshlp')



keadwinner n the person In the family who
earns a living and <;upports the family by
workmg at a Job

Mj ',':LBW Susle IS an ,morney clnd Tom I!> a
Janitor. It s obvious which one is
the breadwinner in thal family'

"'!'i.»m 1'4 Susie is an attorney ilnd Tom is a
Janitor [1'<; obvious which one is
the person who earns a
living In thal family'

; j} if!;} i i! Susie\ 'n iltterncy 'n lom <; a
lanider It's obvious which one!>
the breadwinner n that fclm'lyl

NOle The lerm bread is an outdated
term for "money." However, It s
Interesting to note that the term
breadwinner ~ popular!

Also bring home the bacon (to)
expo to cam a living and suppon
the family by working at a job

1wo n an abbreVIation of "brother'

Mn':WW Hey, bro Do you need !>ome
help with your homework')

.il"P'\i1 :111 Hey brother. Do you need
some help with your homework?

; WflJJJ:jj Hey bro Ya need ~ m help wllh
yer homework?

Nole I The noun bra IS commony u!>ed
by the younger generations to
mean "male fnend" • Hey, bro'
I haven t seen you In a long rrme
Hey friend' I haven't seen you
In a long time

NOle 2 When used to medn "male
fnend," bra may be pronounced
brah (from <;urfer Jingo)

cudclle (to) exp saId of (Wo lovers who hold
each other very closely for an extended and
affectionate embmce.

Ma":lnW Sally and I woke up at seven
o'clock but we stayed in bed
c:uddiing until noon

"'I'!l'\If l'd Sally and I woke up clt !>even
o'clock hut we stayed in bed
holding each other
affectionately until noon

iR It'IlJJJ:i! Sally'n I woke up It seven
a'c1ock, b t we stayed 'n bed
c:udcliing til noon

Synonym snuggle (to) v

DATING SLANG (Phase 2 The Thnll of the Relallonship!)
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get along (to) exp saId of (Wo people who
enloy eclch other'<; company
MP.qIlW We didn't like each other at first

but now we really get along

11 @l!"'SII :'4 We dIdn't like each other at fil"il
but now we really enjoy each
other's company

"l?,ijl{lxi! We dldn' like each other 1l firsl
b t now we really ged along

G.F. n an clbbrevlallon of glrllnend
Ma":'B. Curl thinks his new G.F. IS the

mo<;t beautiful girl in the world

It 'l'nM/[ I'll Carlthm~ hiS new girlfriend IS
the mosl beautiful gIrl in the
world

; j} ijW' i i! Carlthlnks 'is new G.F. IS the
most beiludiful girl n the world

.')ynonym~ See - my woman, p 38

go aD the way (to) exp 10 have sex (an
adol~<.ent usage)

Ma P:IJlW Helve you ever gone aD the
way in the back seat of a car?

".nm/[ I'll Have you ever had sex 111 the
back seat of il car?

"!!:!IlJ"'i!l Have yd ever gone an the way
n the back .,ecld ev a car?

go out with someone (to) exp to date
Someone

MP.':IJlW Hdve you staned going out
with Stan on a regular basis?

" !,l1!t\ci :'d Ilave you !>telned dating Stan on
a reguldr basis?

"Jt"lJ":i! Have you slarded going out
with Stan on a regular basis?

Synonym go with someone (to) exp
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heavy petting ad) eXlrf'me physical affection
_g%!. AI and ~ue got Into some heavy

petting last night'

lJ t' m'm 'I AI and Sue enjoyed some very
physical a££eetion last ntght'

Iilltj'!J'!O, jj AI n Sue god intd s m heavy
pedding las' night'

NOle In the eXJmple, the expressIon
co gel into was used which is
popular sJang for "to enJoy"

horny (to be) ad] to be sexually stimulated
(like <In adolescent deer who grows horns).
-p':W- Jlm is constantly horny All hf'

ever does is talk about sex'

" Ml ..W: 'I Jlm IS conslc1ntly 5elllUaUy
stimulated All he ever does is
talk dbout '>ex'

Iil gll!W:Jj Jlm s constanlly horny All e
ever does ez talk about sex'

Synonym horn dog n. said of someone
who IS constantly sexually
stimulated.

huhby n an affectionate abbr0Vlallon of
"husband"
-p':W. ThaI guy over there IS Jan 5

hubby Isn't he cute?

lJ 7' !!!.Srtta That guy over there IS Jan s
husband Isn t hf' cUle?

Iil lIllqlt:il That guy over there s Jan s
hUbby I"n' 'c mtc?

Synonym f honey man n. an affectlondte
abbreVIation of "hu<;band" or
"boyfriend"

Synonym 2 main man n
Synonym 3 main squeeze n (gangster

lingo used in je<;l)
Synonym 4 man (my) n "my husband" or

"mv boyfnend "
Synonym 5 old man n can be used to mcan

husband boyfncnd or father
depending on the Context

NOle Any lerm 01 afTectlon can be used
as a '>ynonym for "husband
See s~eetie p 40

into someone (to he) e.xp 10 be Interested In

Someone romantically
_, ...:W. John is really into you I hear

he calls you "everul times a day'

51 Ji'IJ"W::" John IS really interested in
you romantic:ally I hear he
calls you severallime<; a dayl

; it j I,m i' John s really inta ya I hear e
call<; ya sev'rJI times <1 day'

item (an) n. said of two people who arc
romantically involved
_,PM!- Every time I sce you you re WIth

i\ndy. Are you two an item?

lJ tf'!!tI/t III Every time I see you you re WIth
Andy Are you IwO
romantically involved?

Iil !!!t!J'" Wl Fv ry lime I sec you y r w th
Andy Are you twO 'n idem?

kid n child baby· (ht.). baby gOdt
-P':W. Congratulutions! I hedrd you and

Eric just had a kid'

lJ "'!l'ST: l'l1 Congratulations l I hCdrd you and
Eric Just had Cl child'

Iil "'IiJj rjj C ngrad)alatlons ' I hf'ard IU n
Enc JUs had a kid I

Synonym J little bundle o£ ioy expo
Synonym 2 preemie n d baby that j<; born

prematurely • Sec p. 39

Synonym 3 punk n a youth who acts tough
,',ynonym 4 nag rat n
Synonym 5 small £ry n
Synonym 6 squirt n. J small child (also used

dS an Insult for d short man).
Variation' little squirt n

Synonym / toddier n refers to a very young
chtld who hasn t b0en walkmg
for a long time

lovebirds exp two people In love· (Ill.) small
Afiican parrots known for shOWIng great
affection loward their maleS

III .,..

DATING SLANG (Pha~e 2 The Thnll o(the Relarlonshlpl)
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-•

I promised my wife I d take hP"
out for our anniversary

I promlscd my 01' la;
('f out fer ar anr

ma n moth"

:>ynonym 2 chick n ubo a slang lerm for
-girl" in general

Synonym 3 G.F. n. an ubbreVlatlon of
-girlfricnd "

Synonym tl life-mate n boyfriend or
glrlfnend ryplcalIy in a
homosexual relationshIp .

.)vnonym 5 love.. n. boyfriend or girlfnend
used rypically in a homosexual
relmionship

Synonym 6 old lady n Ciln be used to mcan
\\/ife. glrlfricnd or mother
depending on the conrext

.)ynonym 7 partner n boyfriend or
glrlfnend in a homosexual
relationship

Synonym 8 significant other (also known
u~ onc's 5.0.) n. boyfriend or
glrlfricnd typically in a
homosexual relationship.

NOlr Any term of affection can be
u'>ed as a ~ynonym for vvife" or
girlfncnd

See - sweetie p 40

, j;"1J":4

'l't Ij'Sit:'d

old lady n INlfc or mother (depending on the
context)

M; ":WM I promIsed myoid lady I d take
her out for our anniversary

meal ticket n a per~on who IS being tuken
advantage of by ~omcone pretending la be In
love in order to get financial support

Mp':'nM The only reason Ann is staymg
INlth Tim is bccalU>e hc\ hcr
meal ticket Shc doesn t havc
any cmotional feelings for him

" ' ''!to SI[ Jlh Thc only reilson Ann is staying
INlth Tim is becau.'>C he\ her
means of rmancial support
Shc doesn't havc any emotional
feelings for him

IR lI\,m, Wl Thc only reason Ann 5 ~t<.lYlng

w rh Tim ez b cuz c's 'cr meal
ticket Shc doesn huvc any
emotional fcelings for Im

"Jole Whcn used in jest, thl~ term
IS a humorous synonym for
"husbilnd" or boyfTlend" uS well
a~ wealthy INlfe" or "girlfiiend "

obviou~ thcy're In love

5i t i 11'5.1:'4 Look at those two people in
love. It s obVIous they're in love

IR 'filmi Wl Look 'ittho~e two lovebirds It s
obvious they're n love

M; if:WM JuLk and Ircne hdve been
married for IhlTlY years i1nd
they're stilllovey.dovey

M4":r:!. Look at thosc two lovebirds It 5

" WJlJI' il Jack n Irene cv bC'cn mamed
fcr Ihlrdy year~ n they're stili
lovey-dovey

51' ,'jlI W:71 Jack and Irene have becn
marricd for thirty year; and
they'rc still extremely
affectionate

lovey.dovey (to be) ad) la be eXlremc]y
affectionate

DATING SLANG (Pha~e 2 The Thrill of rhe Rela!!onshlpl)

my woman n my INlfe or "my gJrlfrend"
(dependmg on [hc context)

Mp':'nM This is my woman We ve been
dating lor a year

ii tl.wSli l'A This is DIy girlfriend We ve Synonym J

been dating for <.I year Synonym 2 mom r ......
'il ....

'mfm ';jl fhls Cl my woman We ve b n Synonym 3 mom fO

dadlng fcr a yeur mother. ~~.. ,

_
______~~ V·:,~r..Synonym I babylbabe n Ser
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old man n husband or father (depending on the
comext)

-31 +;i;'W Th<.\t" your old man I He s So
young <.\nd muscular'

Il WI ..W: h That s your father' He 5 so
young <.\nd muscular'

;' 1IIlW!:ij That's yer 01' man? He" so
young n musculcr l

,)ynonym f dad n father

Synonym 2 daddy n (chtld language)
father

Synonym 3 papa n father

Synonym 4 pop or pops n fmher

See hubby p 37

play footsie (to) exp to flirt wnh someone by
secretly touching feet

-E':in- My sister s husband was playing
footsie with me under the
table durtng dinner'

.t tl1i'S/! l'lI My sister" husband was flirting
with me by secretiy
touching my foot with his
under the table dunng dinner l

"fl'lJHi\ My SIster s husban W'? playing
footsie w th me under the table
during dinner'

preemie n a premature baby

-ilt;W- I WilS il preemie I wa<; born SIX

weeks early

.1 '!'B'B: 1'4 l was a premature baby I WdS

born "IX weeks early

;' 1!"L/Hil 1w z <.\ preemie 1w z bom SIX

weeks early

puppy love exp temporary lnfatu<.ltlon (usually
said of <.\ young boy or girl)

-p':WW Tho~e two teens are crazy about
each other. It's probdbly lust
puppy love

it" 'Ill £.: :'/f Those tWO teens are crazy about
eilch to her It'S probably just
temporary infatuation

11£!I1W¥ Those two teens 'er craLY aboud
each other. It's prob'ly jus
puppy love

see each other (to) u to dale

_nr:w- Cralg and I have been seeing
each other for nearly a year

il tjlll!\ll j:Ji Crcug clOd I have been dating
for nearly a year

"SI !IiW jl Cr<.\lg n I ev bem seeing each
other fer nearly <.I yedr

sis n an abbreviation of sister·
_p':!;!_ Hey, sis l Mom wants you to

drive her to lhe m<.lrket

ii t ,mOSt: j'b Hey sister l Mom w<.\nts you to
dnve her to the m<.lrket

;' it"mt:ij Hey sis' Mom wanL<; ya da dnve
er dd the market

NOle The noun SISler l.> <.Ibo commonly
used to mean "female friend' •
Hey sis! \V/lal S up?: Hey. friend l

How<.\re you?

soul mate n a per~on Wlth whom you feel a
deep understunding <.lnd connection
-it':'pW TeSSd and I are soul mates

We'll be together forev('r

ftI .,..

U t\11' lit :'11 Tcssa <.\nd I have a deep
connection We'll be together
forever

; "IIiJl':il Tec;.c;a n I er soul mates We 11
be d<.\gether ferever

spoon (to) u. to be In 11 position where both
partners are Iymg on their sides, pressed up
dgilinsl each other (filcing the same direction)
with legs bent firing together like two spoons

-n';'-'. I love bemg the one In front
when we spoon I love being
held all night'

'a t !'W'W ;'11 I love being the one In front
when we lie on our sides,
pressed up against each
other, facing the same
direction, with our legs
bent I love being held all mght'

DATING SUNG (Phase 2 The Thnll of the Rclanonshlpl)



;' jli"JI i il llove bemg the onc 'n front
when we spoon llove bemg
held all night!

NOle Many years ago, the verh
CO spoon meant "(0 kJs.<; " Over
the years, it hc.lS tc.lken on a new
mec.lning

nveede n (very popular) a lerm ot endearment

MHcm. Sweetie could you pick up
some groceries for me al the
market on your way home
tonight?

51 Ml'% i : § My dear one, could you pick up
some groceries for me at the
market on your way home
tonight?

11 t#;',!m:il Sweetie could'la pick up ~'m

groc'ries fer me 'it the marked on
yer way home tanlght"

Synonym f honey n (very popular)

.)ynonym 2 lambdJop n used pnmc.lnly In

jest (see note below)

.)ynonym 3 snookums n used pnmc.lTlly In

Jest (see note below)

Synonym 4 sugar n used pnmc.lnly In the
south

Synonym 5: sugar pie n used pnmc.lnly In
jest (see note below)

.)ynonym 6 sweetie pie n

NOle It s Impondnt to note thdt ~ome
terms of endearment are used m
jest because they arc overly
sweet and affectionate 10 the
point of being sickening!

DATING SLANG (Phase 2 The ThnJl o(the Relanonshlpl)
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troph,. wife expo an older. prestigious man s
beautiful and stylish wife that he shows off as a
symbol of his social and economic status with
Imle or no affection between them
MfllM'. Ann IS lUSt a trophy wiRe It s a

loveless maTTlage He gets the
heautiful woman and she gets the
nch hu~band

11 'l'!!!OW !:n Ann IS Ju"t cl wife to show off
to others It ~ cl loveless
marriage He gets the beauuful
woman and she gets the nch
hushand

; 1#;"0
'

.1 jj Ann's Ju<;t a trophy wife It s a
loveless maTT c.lge He gets the
beaudlful woman n she gets the
rich husband

turn someone on (to) exp to sumulate
Someone sexually
M;":I)4. Look at those biceps! Big muscle,>

really turn me on'

.p,I1I'SI[ l'a Look at those biceps' Big muscles
really stimulate me sexually'

;: 1!11UI I:k Look 'It those biceps! Big muscle'>
really turn me on'

ups and downs (to have) exp to have good
momenL<; and bad moment"
M;' ':W. Our relationship has ItS ups and

downs but Ted and I are
bAsically very hdppy

'" ji!li,W l'§ Our relallonshlp has ItS good
moments and bad moments
but Ted c.lnd I are basically very
happy

; ""qll:il Ar relauonshlp has Its ups 'n
downs b't Ted n I er baSIC lIy
very hc.lppy

wear the pants in the famil,. (to) exp to
be In charge at the fumlly
MP':'UM I let Bill make alllhe deciSIOns In

our house He wears the pants
in the family

"'I'O'W ji§ Ilet Bill make all the decisions In

our h()~e He is in c:harge of
the family

II,I!j,ql i jj I let Bill mdke c.llllhe decisions n
,ar house He wean the pants
'n the fam'ly

Synonym caU the shots (to) exp to be In

chArge



Danng Slang
(phase 3 The End of the Relationship)

THIS "WOII I£ATUIl£S tD NEW SLANG WORDS Iio IDIOMS

MATCH THE PICTUIlES
Ar:, d fun WdY to get swned see If you Cdn gue~ the meanmg of the
new !'ldng words and expression~on the opposite page by using the
pictures below and following the context of the r:,cntencer:, Each
amwer can only be used once l

DATING SLANG (Phase 3 The End o(rhe Relanonshlp)
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~ When Ann found out thdt her boyfrrend cheated on her. she A woman who enJoys
dropped him lihe a hot potato haVIng d continuing

0 2 When Pam divorced Doug she took Doug to the
~exual relationship WIth
a married man

eleaners l
B left hIm abruptly dnd0 3 John dnd Anne hdd d bIg fight. but I m ~ure they 11 be dble to finally

pateh things up
C not been gomg well04 It s a good Idea to SIgn a pre-nup before getting mamed It 0 ended thclr relationship

can make thing<; a lot ea<;ler if the marridge doe~n't work out
E contract speclfymg whmO'i Ted s lather has a mistress ~I Does hIS mOlher knowl? each person gets In the

Ooe~n t ~he mmd ~hanng her husband?1 event of a divorce

06 Gmger goes to bed WIth d dIfferent guy every mght She ~ F romantrc reldtlOn~hlp

such a trampl WIth someone other than

07 After ten yedr~ of mdrrlage. VIVldn dnd Albrohe Upl
one"; ~pou~e

08 G caught him domg
Old you know Greg hdd dn affair behmd Cdthy ~ bdCk?l

~omethmg mapprOprtdte
I wonder who the other woman IS I

H Wd~ awarded all hl<;09 I m not !'urpmed Jlm dnd Peg ended their relationshIp TheIr possessions
mdrriage hds been on the roehs for a long lime sexudlly promlscuou<;

010 Scott wa~ In bed WIth another woman when hIS WIfe Cdme In woman

and busted hlm l J reconcIle

DATING SLANG (Phme 3 The End of the Rrlallonshlp)
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Lesson 3 • JANE AND HIICE BROKE UP!

A. DIALOGUE USING SLANG " IDIO,"
The words Introduced on the first two pages are used In the
dialogue below. See If you can understand the conversation
Note: The tramlation of thc words in boldface is on the right
hand page

Jenmfer I ]W,t hCdrd thdt Jane and Mike broke np because MIke wa<; haVIng an aftair for the
Pdst year' She busted him when she walked into thclr bedroom and found hIm I.VIth
some tramp

Kenny How homble' Jane must have been so up~etl

Jenmfer She sure was She dropped him like a hot potato the ncxt day! I don't thmk
they'll cver be able to patch things up either With Jane, there are no second
chances

Kenny Well It docsn t surpnse me one bit that he had d mistress TheIr mamage has been
on the rocks for a long lime I JUSt hope they both ~Igned a pre·nup or she'll end up
taking him to the cleaners l

(!) DATING SLANG (Phase 3 The End of the RelatIOnshIp)
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B. DIALOGUE TRANSLATED INTO STANDARD ENGLISH
LET S SEE HOW MUCH YOU REMEMBER'
Ju<,t for fun, move around In random order to the words and
expressions In boldface below See If you ctln remember their
slang equivalents without lookmg dt the left hdnd page l

lenmfer I Just heard that Jane and Mike ended their relationship because Mike Wd~ hdvmg
a secretive romantic relationship for the past year! She caught him doing
something inappropriate when ~he walked into their bedroom and found him
WIth ~ome sexually promiscnons woman

Kenny How hornblc ' Jdne must hdve bcen ~o up~etl

Jenmfer She sure Wd~ She left him the next ddyl I don't think they 11 ever be able to
reconcile, either. With Jane there are no second chances

Kenny Well, It doesn t surpnse me one bit that he found a woman who enjoys having a
continuing sexual relationship with a married man Their marriage has been
unsteady for a long time I just hope they both signed a pre-nuptial agreement
or she'll end up being awarded everything he owns'

DATING SLANG (Phase 3 The End of (he ReIQllonsh!p)



Lesson 3 • JANE AND MIKE BROKE UP!

c. DIALOGUE USIPlG "REAL SPEAK"
The dialogue bclow demonstrates how the slang conversation
on the previous page would really be spoken by nativc spedker<;1 ~~~

CD~A: TUCK D

Jenntfer I Just heard th't Jane n Mike broke up b'cuL Mlkc w'z hclvmg 'n affair fer the pa<;t
ycar! She busded 'im whcn she walked mdiltheir bedroom n found 'Im Wlth some
tramp

Kenny How horr'ble l Jdne must 'a been so upsct'

Jennrfer She sher was She dumped 'im the nex' day I I don t thmk they 11 ever be able da
patch things up either With Jane, there er no secon chances

Kenny Well It doe~n ~erpn~e me one bll th d 'c had a mistress Their marr age 'ez bcen on
the rocks fer a long time I Just hope they both signed cl pre-nup r she 11 end up
taking 'im ta the cleaners'

VOCABULARY
The following words and expression~ were used In the preVIous
dialogues Let s take a closer look Cl! whm they mean

~~~
CD-A. TUCK n

I Just saw SCOll leave that hotel WIth some womiln and It

wasn't hiS WIfe I wonder if he's baving an affair
I JUSt saw Scon Icave that hotel Wlth some woman and It

wasn't hiS WIfe I wonder if he's having a secret
romantic relationship with someone else
I JUs' saw Scon leave thdt hotel w'th some woman an 11
wasn' 'is wifc I wondcr if 'c's having 'n affair
bed-hop (to) v
mng (to have a) n

get some on the side (to) exp
Variation get a little something on the side (to)

exp

mess around (to) exp

play around (to) exp

play musical beds (to) exp

some extracurricular activity (to do) exp

hanky-panky n <;ccrctlvc <;cxual relallons

.:t·tll,lI' :·Iil{ t;lJ!,ii,fl i ;U,ttjl,t 11' i
I thin" Kon is hl4ving I4n I4ffl4ir becl4use•••

~ynonym 1

Synonym 2

Synonym 3

Synonym 4

~ynonym 5

~ynonym 6

Synonym 7

A1<;0

i l!iiiJti:iti

affair (to have an) n. to have d secret romantic relallonshlp (often Wlth someone other than one s
spouse or boyfriend/girlfriend)

••..,,&:"",''':'''1J'P.!W-

DATING SUNG (Phase 3 The End of the Relanon<;h!p)
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DATING SLANG (Phase 3 The End of rhe Relanonshlp)

l:t·Eill·pl :.I,,{.t:';!;il,:t,;:r,ttjl"!.pJ:W
Janiee busted me beeause...

drop someone like a hot potato (to) exp to end a romdntl(. relattonshlp WIth someone
abruptly

Melissa and Tom haven't been hdppy together for years
So yesterday, they finally broke up
Mehssa and Tom haven't been happy together for years
So yesterday, they finally ended their relationship
Mehssa n Tom haven't been happy dagcther fer years So
yesterday, they fin 'lIy broke up
break it off (to) exp

come to a parting of the ways (to) exp

split up (to) u

When Debble discovered that hcr boyfriend was mar
ned, she dropped him like a hot potato
When Debble discovered that her boyfnend was mar
ned she ended their romantic relationship
abruptly
When Debble discovered thad cr boyfnen w z maITIcd
she dropped 'im like a hot patado
bail on someone (to) v

dump someone (to) exp

jilt (to) v

leave someone high and dry (to) exp

run out on someone (to) exp

walk out on someone (to) exp

l't-1\I;':11 :·I,,{·t;iJ!,ii,H';n tttt'!-}.):w
Laura dropped Cliff lihe a hot potato beeause...

I 't )~ll·lIl :., ;Hq·CI Jr;ij, tt, dti,ttj (1 !.:'J :w
Tina and Bill broke up beeause...

.'>ynonym I

Synonym 2

.'>ynonym 3

Synonym I

Synonym 2

Synonym 3

Synonym 4

.'>ynonym 5

Synonym 6

li ti in tS;t PN

51 t\,'HtBt ill

i Ji"jJtt:ij

to discover <;omeone domg somethmg Improper· (ht) to arrest someone

-F':iU- Last night Carol busted Henry She caught him ktssing
another woman'

it t,l 'MMhi Last night, Carol discovered Henry doing something
improper She caught him kJssing another woman'

Wl!!'jJtI:il Las' night, Carol busded Henry She caught 'Im k.i~lng

another woman!

Also I "Bnsted!tt exc1am an exclamauon used to indicate that
someone wa<; caught doing <;omcthing inappropriate

Also 2 busted (to get) ad] to get caught domg somethmg In

appropnate • Bill gm busted for lying La hIS WIfe; Bill got
caught Iymg to his WIfe

1weak up (to) v to end a relationship
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mistress n cl woman who has a conllnumg sexual relationshIp WIth a marned man

_F':I"M I always thought that Mr. Henderson clnd hIS Wlfc had the
perfect marriagc But I ju~t found out that he has had a
mistress for years

1/ t,'JI!W'l'l I always thought that Mr Henderson dnd hIS WIfe hdd the
perfect marnagc But I just found out that he has
had a continuing relationship with another
woman for years

"WI1JUiI I ahweel thought th't Mr Henderson an IS WIle held the
perfect mdrr dge. Bd I JUs found out th des had a
mistressferyea~

I~l·hi lVI :·I~j{·i:'; fiii, f/J;U t t!il'!-lIJ I
J thin" Rem mQ~ hQve Q mish'eu beeQuse...

on the rocks exp ~aid of a marnage that IS not gomg well

_4":1". Ldurd clnd Don ~ marnage hd~ been on the rocks for
such a long time I hope they WIn be able to solve their
problems soon

1/ ti'!l!W l'N Laura and Don s mamdge has not been going well for
<;uch a long time I hope they will be able to solve their
problems soon

"l!llIUl:il Laura 'n Don s marr age e7 been on the rocks fer suc.h
cl long time I hope they II be able da solve theIr problems
soon

~yn()nym shaky gronnd (to be on) exp

Vanatlon shaky (to be) ad]

"·:Il.p' :·I~I{·t:l;!3ii, nt;Ott!tl,'!-li;"
I thin" Li2: Qnd MQrh's mQrriQge is em the roehs
beeQuse eve~ time J see them together..•

patch things up (to) exp to reconcIle one s dIfferences_n'M'. Peter and Marsha used to be In love but then Ihey had a bIg
hght dnd hdven't ~poken m months Well toddy they
finally patched things Upl

i/ ff'lj!,\j[.j'I Peter and Marsha used to be In love but then they had a bIg
fight and haven t spoken In months Well loddY, they
finally reconciled their differences I

"l!llIJf,til Peter n Marsha ustd be n love b t then they had cl bIg
hght n haven t spoken n munts Well tdday they fin I1y
patched things Upl

Synonym 1 bury the hatchet (to) exp

Synonym 2 kiss and make up (to) expo used In refcrence to twO
people in a romantIc relationship

'lynonym 3 talk it out (to) e.xp

I:t-l:i£.lll :'JIIHPJWj,ilJ;n,Wli!:'1"
FrQnh Qnd MQrgQrer pQtehed things up Qfter...

DATJNG SLANG (Phase 3 The End of [he RelatiOnship)
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DATING SLANG (Phase 3 The End of the Relanonshlp)

tramp n d sexudlly promlscuou!> woman • (ht) a homeless per.,on who !>leeps In a dlfferem place every
m t

Don t let your hu!>bdnd get near thdt woman Everyone In

the neighborhood knows ~he s nothmg but d trampl
Don t let your husband get nedr that woman Everyone III
the neighborhood knows shc's nothmg but a sexually
promiscuous woman l

Don t let cher hu.,bdn' get near that wom'n Ev ryone n
the nelghberhood knows she <; nothing b d a tramp'
slut n

whoren
Nore The younger gencrdtlon!> commonly pronounce thiS

word using il southern African Amencan urban
accent, wherc the 'R' sound is typlcdlIy omitted
Therefore, it is extremely common today to hear the
word whore pronounced ho·· See tore up (to
be) p 195

I:t'l~i 1·;'1 :·',M{·t:, J! &i J, tt,; j ttit, t·lQ 11
J thinh... is a tramp because...

Synonym I

Synonym 2

,,:·,\'1;·11. :·I"{·tp;!3ii,:JI;:,,ttjt1!·Pj I
Brenda 'ook her husband to 'he cleaners when...

'::-1:1'-11' :·iia{·t:i;!;;',t!l;:t.t!j,,!~·:'J »
It's important to have a pre-nup because...

li ti'iitlf;t p,

i jii.iJti:ij

pre-nup n an abbreviation of "pre nuptldl dgreement' whIch IS a contract between two people who
are !>oon to be married - this contract specifies whdt edch person gets in the event of a divorce

-tl.f:iB- After year~ of marriage Angela and Tony rlre getting a
divorce Luckily they had a pre-nup ~o the entire
process ~hould be very edsy

11 t,'iltW JIli After years of marnage, Angela and Tony dre getting a
divorce. Lucki[y they had a pre-nuptial agreement
!>o thc entlrc process ~hould be very edsy

"!J!,jU,Uti Aftcr YCdr!> cv mdrr agc Angela n Tony er geddmg d
divorce. LuckJly they had d pre-nnp, so the entire
process should be very easy

take someone to the cleaners (to) exp to acqUIre all of someone ~ po!>!>e!>!>lons (or money)
either dl!>honestly or In cl court battle

-J:t.t:iB- When Cdrohne dl!>(.Qvered that her husband was dating
another woman she divorced him and took him to the
cleaners

11 t,'iltW JIli When Carohne discovered that her husbdnd wa!> ddtlng
another woman, she divorced him and acquired all
his possessions.

iiI !J!,jJUij When Caroline discovered thad er husbdn w 7 dadmg
another woman she divorced Im n took 'im da the
cleaners



Lesson 3 • JANE AND 1411(£ 81101(£ UP!

A. WHAT DO£S IT I4£Aff1
Choose the correct definition of the words In boldface

...... -J--.

1""'" '.
•• J' . .( t-"-

4 , ... /

2 to break up
o to begm a new relationshIp
o to end a relationship

to have an affair: ~ :. CD-A: TIlAC« 14

::J to have a romantIc relationship WIth someone other than onc,", spou~e or boyfnendlgrrlfnend
::J to have dn dnniversary party ~, .

«It3 to bust someone
o to hit someone
o to discover someone dOing something Inappropnatc

4 to drop someone like a hot potato
o to end a romantic relationship WIth someone abruptly
o to drop someone off dt hlslher house qUickly

5 mistress:
o a woman who enJoys haVIng a continuing sexual relationship WIth a mamed man
o a young bnde

6 on the rocks.
o said of a marriage that IS gOing very well
o said of a marriage that is not gOing well

,;'";;:r',
~ ~,~ ~~~
(.,-.c .1._;

" •.
7 to patch things np

o to argue
o to reconcile onc'" dlffcrences

9 to take someone to the cleaners
o to empty or ·cledn out" someone of all hl~er possessIOns either dishonestly or In a COUrt battle
o to clean someone s house from top to bottom

8 pre-nup
o an abbreVIation of pre-nuptlal agreement," which IS a contraCt speClfymg what each person

gets in the event of a divorce
o an abbreviation of ·pre-nuptial agreement," which IS a contract speclfymg what each person

will get as soon as they are married ~

~

10 tramp
o a woman who IS not promiscuous
o a sexually promiscuous woman

DATING SLANG (Phw,e 3 The End of the Relanonshlp)
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~
\" to>
~
:;::

(0-A: TUac IS

IlOCICS
TIbU1P

NUP
PATCH

W /r./td lJl a lIttle~e WIth ha
cuuimlla. TIle)' _ ha clean the
YheCtlUSi the J'rll/Le was~ a~
notIuntJ to wear And thIs was a~eaJI1

1I1Le was actually ~osed to get tnarned
__for quIte some tone aJld It ;ust

'lIa, wen! to the yrllla'S bnll. she was so sad
lhwugh ha tears slle awl out, "oh, FallY

lJId ha sa;; "Hello, Swect1e! I'm here to he~

JII'lt the loothfany. )lJU don't 'mow I1JrytJw~

I set if teet1l - if l~h qwility J'orce1tlm
r Cltrdmlla who was lrow weanl~ the most

I W.

HOT POTATO
MISTR£SS

aUft£D
CL£AN£RS

Checkout ReceiPt

AfFAIR
8IlOK£N UP

IJ - 'd lIever seeJl SI/ch 11 ~ht smzk! He was so
artrl1JlCfd lry hergml thnt ht lilililffl mm U/!.} tr ,.._'l'lUI ~ht away! 'TIus IS the~ day if

rtry lfe f' saId Cltrdmlla "Fmt, 1jU5t nad YOlI to SllJ'1 tIllSyrr- sWlIyj tlw or the eveJ[ if 11

d!vme Iut Ole Items bsted below. j,ill50'lllm..mtd here. Great! Now kt'sget tntUTlfd!" AJtd they dJd.

Dlle)' wm so ham' unW Olle day,. Cl1ltfmlla fCIWId Ole J'nJlLe III bed with .Wlf

______1she hIlII' It was acbtally IllS .....,..--_

thAt he hnd hem JYMlyj illl WIth for /lWllths! CI/uimlla was so I1Jm that she
droyyed hI'rl !lke Il the/! mid there. '11/1 gjri: we call thItj5S

19', Swectl~ DtlrlD~r smd theyrll/ce "DOII't you swect~ oarW~ "le!" saId clIuimlla. ')iJU CaJl do whatever
yOlI wl1Jll/UlW beCtlUSi we hJIVe officially ! I'mc~ rtry aJWrney at oewey Sarwum
illld Howe tllId. !'rn takIlyj you to lhe r"

Klngsway
06/07/25 04-5 P

************** . 4 M
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:------ The Slangman IMd
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GodHU WI be closed MOnday

YOll.' Aug 7 for B C Day The

about Metrotown and MCG111 b
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oollIl WI [1 1
beau a so be closed Sunday Aug, 6.
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Lesson 3 • lA"E AND HIKE BROKE UP!

c. CCWl'EXT EXERCISE
Look at the phrase In the left column, then find the be.,t
response in the nght column Wme the appropnate letter In

the box

0 l I don t thmk Ken and JIII are e;eelng
each other anymore

02 Poor Ahce Her husband Ju.,t told her
that he has been seemg another
woman

0 3 I know thdt ~ Mel ~ WIfe e;tandmg next
to him But who's the other woman
that he has his arm around?

04 Wendy came home early from work
and found Ron In bed WIth another
woman' Can you believe it?

0 5 Conme sleeps WIth a dIfferent guy
eve!)' mght'

06 What did you do when you
discovered thdt you weren't the only
womdn Pete was datmg?

07 I heard you and George hdd a big
fight'

Os Did you know thdl Bonme and
Anthony have been seemg d maITlage
counselor?

o 9 Our dIvorce went ve!)' e;moothly

o 10 By the end of your divorce, what are
you hopmg 10 gel from Bob?

I\. I dropped him like a hot potato

B Everyrhmg' I m taking him to the
cleaners'

C Why? Did yoU both sign a pre-nup?

D Of coure;e l I knew he'd get busted one
of these days

L It dldn t last long We already patched
things np

F No but I'm not ~urpnsed Their marndge
ha~ been on the rocks for a long
time

G Whdt d tramp I

H Really? When did they break uP?

That s hi" mistress It seems pretty
strange but lhey all live together!

J How long ha~ thle; affair been gomg
on?

DATING SLANG (Pha<:,e 3 The End o(rhe Relatlonshlp)
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NU'

PATCH

POTATO

ROCKS

TaMP

___ np beC<luse Mike waS haVlng an

______ him when ~he walked Into

hot the next dayl

_____ things up either With Jane,

6

TOTAL I

ITEMS OUE 6Y CLOSING ON DATE SHOWN

has been on the for a long ume I Just hope they both signed a

Well, It doe~n t ~urprise me one bit that he had a TheIr mamage

pre- or she 11 end up taking him to the _

Checkout ReceIpt

KlngSway
06/07/25 04'S4PM
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I The Slangman gu d t
OOKCO 83967626 1 e 0 street speak 3
Due Date (yy/mm/dd) 06/08/22

ntE. SWICiMN GUID£ TO STREET SPEAK J

D. COMPL£TE THE PHaAS£
Complete the openmg dialogue u~tng the ItSt below Try not
to look at the dldlogue at the beginning of the lesson until
you're done l

Jenmfer

Kenny

Jennl(er The library Will be closed Monday

Aug 7 for BC Day The

Metrotown and McGl11 b hranc es

WIll also be closed Sunday Aug, 6



Lesson 3 • lANE AND I'I1K£ 8ROK£ UP!

DATING SLANG
(Phase 3: The End of the Relationship)

y

The slang terms and expression., thdt are assoc1<1ted WIth the end of d relationship are Ju.,t dS colorful and
expressive d~ the emotions behmd them The folloWIng list demonstrate~ popular slang reldtmg to
everything rrom arguments to divorce

blow one's top (to) exp to become funou~

Mn%!. Eurl blew his top whcn he
found out his wife guve away hl~

favorite sweilter

5J ' !'MW :,'/1 l'.arl became furious when he
found OUI hiS Wlfe gave away hIS

favorite sweiller

; J£"lP':W: Carl blew 'is top when e found
oud 'is Wlfe gavc dway [5 fav nt
sweader

Synonym I blow up (to) u

Synonym 2 £lip one's lid (to) exp

'lynonym 3 £lip [out] (to) u

,c,ynonym 4 £Iy off the handle (to) exp

Synonym ') freak (out] (to) u

Synonym 6 hit the ceiling (to) exp

Synonym 7 pissed oU (to get) ad}

Synonym 7 ticked off (to get) ad}

break someone's heart (to) exp to hun
someone very dcC'ply
M i ',':'_!. John was the love of Marsha ~

life When he left her it brok.e
her heart

.i tllB!:W )'11 John was the love of Mdrshd 5

lifc. When he left hcr It hurt
her very deeply

; "!.qli:. John w z the love ev Marsha s
life. When e left er it broke 'er
heart

DATING SUNG (Phase 3 The End of rhe Relaflonshlp)
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call it quits (to) I

DATING SLANG (Phase 3 The End or Ihe ReJallonshlp)

MW:!OII. ~ TOTAL

omeone into conrt (to) f'.xp 10 ~ue

eone
If:];!. I Just discovered that Ctlrl has

been dating another woman for
years~ I m gomg 10 drag him
into court and gCI a divorce'

l'nt"! l'a I lust discovered thdt Cdrl has
been dating another woman for
years! I m gOlllg to sue him for
divorce'

l!:l'jJli:jj IluS dl~Lovered th t Ctlrl ~ been
dading another woman fer years!
I m gonna drag tim inta court
n ged a divorce!

Synonym J battle it out in court (to)
exp

Synonym 2 haul someone into court
(to) exp

tlrrested last llIght for being a
deadbeat dad. He owes his
ex Wlfe ten thousand dollars'

It tl'BtW ]'11 Old you hetlr the neW'>? Rob Wd<;

<.mested ltlst night for
neglecting to pay child
support He owes his ex Wlfe
ten thousand dollars'

D1!JJll Old la hear the news I Rob w 7

ancsted las mght fer bCll1g a
deadbeat dad. He owes 'is
ex Wlfe tcn thousun dollers'

1 tl per~on Wlth whom you formerly had a
romantic re lutionship (!>uch d~ a boyfti('l1d
girltricnd husband wife etc.)
_p':in. Anthony j!> my ell bUI wc g(,l

along better now thtln when we
were married

11 t"!ith! :'a Anthony i~ my iormer
husband, but we get along
bettcr now than whpn we wpr('
married

Ij/ !1'!'lJI i il Amhony s my ell b I wC' gC'd
dlong bedder now th n when wp
were mmried

-Jp:!;!M Old you hear the news? Rob waS

8

falUng-out n. Cl quarrel (u~ually leading 10 the
end of a relalionship)
-pt;J;!. Greg and I had a iaUing out

two years ago and haven I
spoken since

Checkout RecelPt

qu

Vana(Jon I break a lot oi hearts (to) exp
said of someone who moves
from one relationship 10 anOlher

Variation 2 brokenhearted (to be) ad}. to
be extremely sad because of the
end of a romantic relationship

See: hear

_"f:!)!_ Kure
qui l

'iJ!'1!tBt;i4 Kc.ln

Klngsway
;m.1W jj Kar ****** 06/07/25 04 54PM

******************************
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_eat on someoDue Date (y /

to someone y mm/dd) 06/08/22

ErIC Wlll be dlloweu Lv y ~

on weekends

Ij/ !1.!JlJI' il Mer Carol n Enc s divorce Ihe
court gave cusdady 'a Ihe
children ta Carol. Eric'll be
dllowed ttl VISit th m on
weekends

0' ITEMS DUE BY CLOSING 0
In!1l! W:11 A N DATE SHmlN

rr
a To renew YOur materIal

www,bPl,burnab b go to OUr webSlte
Ij/lI,.qli:i1 IDr call Y. c ca

r 604-293-g~;4 telephone renewa I lIne,,

custody n lcge The I b
Mp':,,1. I rary VillI be closed Monday

Aug 7 for B.C Day The

Met rot Own and McG I11 b
ranches

lW71' W :'11 wIII a lso be closed Sunday Aug 6

deadbeat dad n. a father who ncglecb to ptly
child suppon 10 hie; ex Wlfe



Lesson 3 • JANE AND MIKE BROKE UP!

Greg ,md I h<.\d u quarrel two
years ago and haven I spoken
since

R11 "!U\:i! Greg n I had a falling out IWO
yedrs ago n havC'n'l ,>poken
since

fizzle [out] (to) u 10 end ~Iowly

_, h:1l!_ After only a few years of
marriuge Gina <.\nd Tony s
relationship fizzled [out]

",WIl W(J '11 After only <.\ few years of
mdrriuge, Gina and Tuny s
relationship ended slowly

R","jJII il After only <.\ few ye<.\rs ev
marr age, Gina n Tony s
rel1l\ion~hip fizzled [out]

.synonym peter out (to) u

Nme The mdln entry can be eIther CO
~zzle or (0 {tzzle oUl However, ItS
synonym to peler DU! musI relain
the preposition our

forgive and forget (to) exp to forgIVe
someone and leave Ihe past behind

_p':inM You have been angry IN'lth AI for
over a year You need to
forgive and forget

it' !'ifiSlf ;:§ You have been angry IN'lth AI for
over a year. You need to
forgive him and leave the
past behind

"ti'jW:p You ve been dngry IN'lth Al fer
over <.\ ye<.\r Yd need da fergive
'n ferget

.synonym I get over it (to) exp

Synonym.! let bygones be bygones (to)
exp

.synonym 3 let it go (to) exp

give it another shot (to) exp 10 lry <.\galll

Mp':!;!. After being divorced for a year
Betty and Victor decided to give
it another shot. They jusI
st<.\ned dating agall1 ye<;ICrday'

"Uj,t£,I!!I Aftel being divorced for a year
Betty and Victor decided 10 try
again They just staned dating
again ycstcrdayl

R'! \Jqfl:i! After being dlvorccd fer <.\ ye<.\r
BCIlY 'n Victor decided da give
id another shot, They jus
starded dading again ye~terd<.\yl

.synonym I give it another go (to) exp

Synonym 2 take another crack. at it (to)
exp

Synonym 3 take another stab at it (to)
exp

give someone the cold sboulder (to)
exp to refuse to speak 10 someone

.;h:'B. Ddnn IS giving me the cold
shoulder becduse I forgot his
blnhd<.\y

" ~"!J'Sl: j!l Dal In IS refusing to speak to
me because I forgol his birthday

RlIj,qll:i1 Darin's giving me the cold
shoulder b CUI J fcrgod 'is
blnhday

Vanation give someone the cold­
shoulder treatment (to) exp

go down the tubes (to) exp to end qUickly

_; If:W. Monlca and Jelfs relationship
went down the tubes after he
discovered she was also dating
hi<; hest friend behind his hack

"ii'!!'Sr: i'h Monlca ilnd Jelf~ relalIon<;hlp
ended quickly after he
discovered she was also dmmg
his best friend hchind his back

,W'lE'il Mon1L<.\ n JeWs relallonshlp
went down the tubes after e
discovered she w'z dading I'> bes
friend b'hind 'is back

Synonym go down the drain (to) exp

DATING SLANG (Phase 3 The End of rhe Relarwnshlp)



DATING SLANG (Phase 3 The End of the Relollonshlp)

It the curb (to) expo to
neone (as you would put
:urb to be picked up and

rk cheated on you agam'?'
ick him to the curb'

Irk cheated on you agaln11 Get
Id of him I

Irk cheaded on ya <lgaln11 Kick
Im cia the curb I

e standing at tbe altar
lec;crt one Smate <.it hlYher own

Poor Denms HIe; bndc left him
standing at the aital' Maybe
~he ran away Wlth another man

Poor Dennls. Hi!:. bride deserted
him at their wedding Maybe
she ran away Wlth anOlher man

Poor Dennis. HIS bndc left 'Im
standing 'it the aital' Maybe
~he ran away w th another man

B

::'lit)/ IIN KCVln IS such cin obnoxious
on He played jokes on
{one all night'

n s such <.I jerk He played
" on ev ryone all night l

'-Y ad}. saId of someone who
aves in an obnoXIoUS
mer

san who has no positivc qualItles

_p,:q!M Bob IS a temble husb<.lnd and
f<.lther He's a total loser

51 "fll'W: a Boh is a ternble husband and
fdther He's a person with DO

positive qualities

CheCkout RecelPt

Kingsway
06/07/25 04 5 P

**************** ' 4 M
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rip into eacl

screaming If ITEMS DUE BY CLOSING 0
exp NDATE SHOWN

Synonym 5

Synonym 6

Synonym 7

Synonym 2

Synonym 3

Synonym 4

Synonym 8

Synonym 9

Synonym 10

Be careful n(

emotionally The library loll I1 be closed Monday
a heartbre

Aug 7 for BeD
[l"~':!I'l!!"!:l5UlI[=:71;a Be careful n ay The

emotionally Metrotown and M G
a person" c 11 I branches

deeplybywlll also be closed S
others unday Aug 6.

'11"0> 1:4 Be careful
emotionally ~ " .._
a heartbreaker

laave it out (to) exp 10 have bIg verbal fight

-U':!;!- Rachel and Rac;s had it out <.It
the rcslaurunt last nIght It was
so embc.lITassing'

51 tl,,'W: aRachel <md Ross had a big
verbal fight at Ihc restaurant
last night It was <;0 embarras
sing'

IR lttllP l:e Rachel n Ro~s had id out It the
resterunt las nighl I. \V 7 so
embarrassingI

Synonym I blow up at eacl
expo
VoriOllon blow I

exp

go at each oth'

have words (t

knockdown d
have a) exp

'I'If£ SLIVIGMN GUIDE TO STREET SPEAK J

heartbreaker n someone To renew YOur materla I go to
person deeply by rejecting Owww,bPl,burnaby.bccaoUrwebslte

1 r ca 11 OUr te1 h
some~ne e se. consequent 604-293-00 ep one renewa I llne
hean Sec break som. 34
p 53

Jerk n. <.I person who bch<.lves In <.in obnoxlou"
manner

_p,:!;!_ KeVln IS such a jerk He played
lokes on everyone all nightl



Le~on 3 • JANf. AND "'lICE BROICE UP!

la !f.II1Ji':ij Bob <, a [Crr ble husband n
fmher He s a todalloser

meet halfway (to) exp to compromlc;e
MHt:,;!. You and Brian have been

elrguing elbout this for an hour'
Cm't you just meet halfway?

" ,\ '11' 51: I a You and Brian h<.lve been
elrguing <.Ibout this for an hour'
Can't you just compromise?

; !tIJlgl:Jj You n I3rian ev been arguing
elbout this fer n hour' Can'chel
JUs meet halfway?

~ynonym strike a happy medium (to.
exp

messy ad). said of d dIvorce thal IS complicated
and emotional • (lit) disorderly
M;":,,'. Lee and MalV1n s dIvorce got

really messy. Ncnhpr one of
them was willing 10 compromIse

""]£!<W 111 Lee and MalV1n s divorce got
really complicated and
emotional Nellher one of them
W<lS willing to compromise"jI j'lW:il Lee n MalV1n 5 divorce got rCellly
messy Neither one a th m w'z
Wllling da compramlse

on bad terms with someone (to be) exp
to helve an unfnendly relationship Wlth
someone
MHt:,;!. William and I used to be great

mends but now we're on bad
terms

'1 tl'Jli W:'11 William and I used to be great
rricnds but now we're no
longer friendly with one
another

"j!) "uUM Wllliam 'n I usta be great frenl
b't now w'r on bad terms

palimony n (from pal meaning mend )
monelary suppon paId by one half of an
unmamed pannership after Ihe releltionshlp
ends
M,":W. Pat received $100000 In

paUmony from Fred because
they had a relationship for twenty
yeurs

li ttN 51: :I§ P<.It received $100000 In
monetary support from Fred
bemuse they had a relulIonship
for \Wenry year<;

lit f!;t'O":il Pelt receIved a hundred thouseln'
dallers n palimony fr m Fred
b'cuz they had a relalionshlp fer
\Wen'y years

point the finger at someone (to) exp to
blume someone
M,":W. All you ever do 15 point the

finger at me for everythmg
You never assume any
responsibility1

n ! I m,h [: 11 All you ever do IS blame me for
everything. You never aSSume
<lny responsibility'

" J1.!'lJI l ij All ya ever do 'cz point the
finger 'it me fer ev·rythmg. Ya
npver assume any rec;ponsibilidyl

Also finger-pointing n blammg·
Dunng !heir argumenr there was
a lot o(finger-pointing During
their elrgument there was a lot 01
blaming

Synonym I pass the buck. (to. exp to
blume someone OIhe'r than
oneself

~ynonym 2 pin something on someone
(to) exp to blame' <;omelhing
on <,omeone

read someone the riot act (to) exp to
repnmand Someone severely
M!.t;i;l. Larry read Tony the riot act

for forgetting to pick him up elt
Ihe alrpon

" '\ '!ii \It :14 Lelrry reprimanded TORy
severely for forgetting to pick
him up at the airpon

DATING SLANG (Phac;e 3 The End of rhe Relanonshlp)
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DATING SLANG (Phase 3 The End of rhe Relanonsh(p)

gOIng to
,tionship
rhey hdve been

.rouble for years
~ time apan before
10US decisions

gonna seperate
haVIng mand ]

ars n need s m time
nakmg any senou~

'v to be unfallhful to

( my Wlfe was two­
e vvith my best friend
time we were

8

ut my Wlfe was being
ful to me with my best
e whole time we were
J

out my Wlfe w'z two-
~ me vvith my best mend
olf' lime we were
~d

- ~ '>nrJ Jlm are gOIng 10

dve been
uble for yea~
me apart before
u~ decisions

timing ad] Jeff IS a two"
g Jerk! He's been seeing

anvil/er woman behind my back!;
Jell is an unfaithful jerk! He's
been seemg another woman
behind my backI

Synonym 19 teD someone oH (to) exp

~yn(Jnym J7 settle the score with
someone (to) exp

Synonym 18 teD someone a thing or two
(to) exp

separate (to) v. to end a relatIonshIp
temporanly while both people decide whether
or not thf'y want to end It permanently In

divorce

I

ITEMS D
Uf BY CLOSING 0

NDATE SHOWN

CheckOut Recelpt

O
Klngsway

all over someone (to be] ************6/07125 04.54PM

********'**bawl someone out (to) The SI **************
OOKCD angfflan gu Ide t

caD someone on the ca Due D 83987628 0 street speak 3
(to) exp ate (YYlmm/dd). 06/

08122

give someone a piecf Tor
I enew YOone s mind (to) exp www blur matena 1

Or ~ P .burnabY,bc Ca gO to Our Webs
give someone heD (, 604';91

3
1 Our telephone He
-0034 renewal fin• e

gIve someone what
exp

chew someone out (to TOTM.

come down hard on
someone (to) exp

ream someone out (to) exp

rake someone over the coals
(to) exp

mop up the nOG.
someone (to) exp

lump all over som The lIbrary "'l]l
be closed /of

exp Aug 7 for B C D onday

I "gb • ay. The
I t Into someol! Met rot

Own and HcG, I]
let someone havf w111 branches

also be c]
lower the boom oSed Sunday Aug 6

Synonym 5

Synonym 2

~ynonym 3

Synonym J

~ynonym 6

Synonym 4

Synonym 8

~ynonym 7

Synonym 11

" iI\ 11 JI\ Wl Larry read Tony the riod .
fer fergedding dd pick 'im up
the airport

Synonym 10

Synonym /2

Synonym J3

Synonym J6

Synonym /4

Synonym /5



Sports Terms Used In Slang
THIS £USCHI IUTUIWQ flEW SUfIG WORDS Ii' IDIOMS

HATCH THE PICTURES
As a fun way 10 get stdned, SCC 11 you can guess the meanmg of the
new slang words and expressions On the opposite page by uc;mg the
pictures below c1nd following the context of the sentences

SPORTS TERHS USED IN SLANG



SPORTS TERMS USED IN SLANG

IUa110n

good news
really

I m gomg to
hmg I do'

6.

7 AI went shopping for a new home and bought
the hrst one he ~dW right off the bQt l

o and played bd~ebal1 together
o in~tdntly

8 I have to leave but III touch bQ.se with you
tonight Talk to you later l

o play some sporLc; with
o contaCt

9 Gilbert refuses to pay me the money he owes
me Well, I m ready to plQ3I hQrdbQII I m
gomg to contact an attorney to help me l

o behave aggressively
o cooperate

10 I apologll.ed to Steve three times and he c;tllI
'. ·"lk to me I m finished trytng The

....qw

The

5 I Just can't seem to find a Job anywhere I r
ready 10 throw in the towl
o give up
o take a ~hower

'I'N£ SWIGMN' GUIH TO STREET SPEAK J

I wa~ haVIng the nicest dmner wuh Jc.lson when
suddenly he made rl comment that CQme out
of left field'U wa~ complelely unexpected
U wa~ the same thmg I wa~ thmkmg

2 We need to 'Qchle this problem before our
next meeting
o ignore
o try hard lO solve

3 Bob told the bo~ thilt I come to work Idte every
day just ~o that he would get the promotion
Instead of me Thm s dir'31 pool'
o unethical behavior
!.J fair behaVlor

4 If you thmk I d go on a date with you agmn
after the way you behaved last tlme you're
off base l

o absolutely correct
:J badly mistaken

Cheekout R
eeelPt

KingSwa
***********~:/07/25 0:'5

6 Dan mes to .scare with all the new gJrl< Th ************::M
class. He's such an animal! e Slan *Uh****
o seduce g~:cgaf;9(:~~~gU'de to street speak 3
o srudy wuh YY/mm/dd) 0 • B

6/08/22
TOTAL I
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Lesson 4 • TO,. IS WAY Off BASE!

A. DIALOGUE USING SLANG £- IDIOMS
The words Introduced on the first tWO pages are u~ed In the
dialogue below See If you can understand the conver~atlon

NOle The trdnsldtlon of the word~ In boldfdce \<; on the nght
hand page

~
~'.:i..

CD·... TILtlCIt .8

Tom

Bill:

Tom

Bill:

lam

Bill:

Tom

Bill:

I know I mdY be way off base here but did you and Judy bredk up?

Well that SUre came out of left field I

It'<; lu<;t that I heard Bob a<;k her out today and wondered If you guy~ decided to throw
in the towel

Of Course not l I told him thdt we had a disagreement but nothmg ~enou~ I can t
belreve he would try to score WIth my girlfnend at a time when ..he's feeling
vulnerable That s such dirty pool He <;urc did throw me a curve I thought we
were fnends'

1dl~hked the guy right off the bat I never trusted him

Well If he want<; to play hardbaU I m ready to settle the score' The ball is in
my court now

Hcy, I dgree you need to tackle the problem but don t sink down to hiS level

You re nght Okay 1m gOing to give hIm a call nght now III touch base with you
later tonight

SPORTS TEaMS USED IN SLANG
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8. DIAI.OGUE TRANSLATED INTO STANDARD ENGLISH
LET S SEE HOW MUCH YOU REMEMBERI
Just for fun move around In random order to the words and
expressions In boldface below See If you can remember theIr
!>Iang equivalents WIthout lookmg at the left-hand page l

Tom I know I may bc very totaDy wrong here, but dId you and Judy breilk up?

Bill Well, thdt !>ure was completely nnexpeeted l

Tom It s Just that I heard Bob ask her Out today and wondered If you guys deuded to give
up

Bill Of course not l I told hIm that we had d dIsagreement but nothing sertou!> I Ldn t
believe hc would Iry to succeed WIth my girlfriend at a time when she's feeling
vulnerable That',) such an unethical thing to do He ')urc did snrprise me in a
negative way I thOUght we were fnends'

Tom I dIsliked the guy instand,. I never trusted him

Bill Well, Ifhe wants 10 compete aggressively, I m ready to retaliate I It's my turn
to respond to the situation

Tom Hey, I agree you need to attack the problem, but don t !>tnk down to h!') level

Bill You're nght Okay 1m gomg to give him a call nght now I'll contact you later
tonight

SPORTS TERMS USED IN SLANG



Lesson 4 • TOM IS WAY OFF BASE!

C. DIALOGUE USING ~.REAL SPEAK"
The dialogue below demonstrate~how the slang conversallon
on the prevIOus page would really be spoken by native <;peakcr<;'

Tom I know I may be way oH base here, b t did JU n Judy bredk uP?

Bill: Well that "her caDle oudcla lef' fieldc

Tom It s Just th'd I heard Bob ask er OUt taday 'n wondered If you guy" decided da throw
'n the towel

Bill: Of course not! I told Im th t we had a disagreement b't nothmg senous I can t believe
he'd try dil score with my girlfriend ad a time when ~he s feeling vulnerable, That ~

such direly pool He "her did throw Die a curve I (hought we were frienz'

Tom I di<;Iiked the guy ride off the bat I never tru<;ded Im

Bill: Well, If e wants ta play harelbaU, I m ready da seddle the score' The ball's 'n
Diy conrt now

Tom Hey I dgree ya need da tackie the problem, b t don't smk down ta hiS level

Bill: Y r nght Okay I m gonna give 'Im a call nght now A 11 touch base with ya lader
tanlght

VOCABULARY
The followmg word<; and expressions were used In the prevlOUS
dialogues Let stake d c1o~er look at what they mean

'::·':"·:'1 :·",{·t:';!,jf,UI;U,t!it'!-lI'.
... The ball's in 31our/llis/llerltheir court now.

"I I'
eo

~="""'" - r!fJ~

baD in one's court (to have the) exp (tennis) to be responsIble for tdkmg the next action

Ni WiBM I ve apologized to Mark two tlmc~ dnd he stili won t talk to
me Now, the ball is in his court

1/ t,'!ltW i'N I ve apologized to Mark two time~ dnd he stili won t talk to
me Now, it's his turn to take the next action

,!! ,ilJf.l:il rve apalaglze' ta Mdrk two tImes n e stili won't talk la me
Now, the baD's 'n his conrt

Ongm In tenniS, player~ tdkc their turn when the ball IS In their
COUrt (on their side of the nel)

SPORTS TEIUU USED IW SLAWG
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(basebllll) to be completely unexpected

-'Vm!. Cary and I were haVIng a romantic dmner together when
dll of d ~udden he made ,1 comment about my nose bemg
lOO big His comment came out of left field I

il "'MW l'li Gdry and I were having a romantlc dinner together when
all of a sudden he made d COmment about my nose
bemg toO big Hi~ comment was completely un­
expected l

W,l'I,lIIUfli! Cary 'n I were haVIng d roman(t)lc dinner ddgcther when
all 'ev a sudden, he made d comment about my nosc being
too big His commenr came oudda left field!
':i·l\fl·,il :·'fl·:·t:iJ!&ti.:!i;:f,tB 1.1t·:'J "
...That .lure came out of left field!

(bilhllrd,> Or pool) unfc1lr or unethlcdl behavior

------------, _v,':m. William hid my Cllr key,> ~o that I wouldn t be able ro get to
the chess toumdment and compete again~1 him Thelt'S
dirty pool I

William hid my car key,> ,>0 that I wouldn t be able to get to
the chess toumdmcnr and compete against him Thdl ~

unfair, and unethical behavior'
William hid my Cdr keys so th t I wouldn be able dd gel ta
the chess tournament n compede agam~t 'Im That's
direly pool I

Ongln OngInally used m reference to someone cheating at d
game of pool and now u'>ed 10 refer to any unfair or
dishonest behavior

I't lilt-PI: Ira{ t;tJ!>ii)n';',t~j'J!·:'J "
... That's dirt31 pool!

oIf-base (to be [way]) ad] (bdseball) to be bddly mlstdken, 10 be totally wrong,

-v,':W. I m ~orry il Anthony thought I was Interested In him, but
he was [way] off-base when he thought he could kl~s

me

ii '\ 'WW :'N I m sorry It Anrhony thought I was mtere!,ted rn him, but
he was totally wrong when he thought the could ki~

me

'Wi!JUil I m sorry If Anthony thod I w 7 mt'reMed n Im, b dew 7

[way] off-base when e Ihod e could kiss me

Origin In bdsebdll, a player who IS not touching a base (ofT base) I~

vulnerable to being tugged out

I't-':I ,-:;1 :·';I{~t:I;!,ii,:lj;:t,t!it'!·liJ]I

Karen was off-blUe when she .laid...

SPORTS TERMS USED IN SLANG
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play hardbaD (to) exp (bascball) to behave or compete aggre~lvelyor IUthle<;sly

-¥:t':W- Be cdrefuI when you negotidte your COntract with Mr
Grant He has a tendency to play hardbaU

li tl'iWm-hi Be carcful when you ncgotlate your COntract Wlth Mr
Grant Hc has a tendency to behave aggressively or
ruthlessly.

ca W.jJUJij Be carcful when ya negotlatc yer contraCl Wllh Mr Grant
He has Cl tendency da play hardbaU

Ongrn Baseball,s played With d small, hardball (as opposed to a
bigger, ~ofter ball used In Ihe game of softbdll) whose
speed and impact are extrcme and, for thal reason, can be
dangerou<;

":·'\1£-111 :·,;,.:·t:q!;ij,p';p,l;tit'{·pJ»
John p'a3led hardba" with me when we...

right off the bat exp (bd.,ebaII) Instantly

-¥:l.f:W- I fell in love With the hou.,e right oft the bat and
bought It that very day

li , j'Ili,W :'11 I feU in love With the house instantly and bought 11 that
very ddy

'W.jJUJij Ifell n lovew th the how.e ride ofi the bat n hod Illhdt
very day

Ongm In baseball. when the ball comes In direct contact With thc
bat, it is sent forward In dn Instant

1,lt '~'l·lil: 'ili·t:iJ!,ii,=!';tt tiJ(,!-pJ »
When lashed m31 bou for a raise, he .laid... right
off the bat!

settle the score (to) exp (generdl "ports) to get revenge

_t:t':W- Grant got me fired from my Job, but Isettled the score
by telling hiS wife that he was seeing another womanl

III t!ilWt·J:lj Grant got me tlrcd from my Job but I got revenge by
telling his Wlfc that he was seeing dnothcr woman'

QmUm» Grant got me fired fr'm my job b d Iseddled the score
by lelling IS Wlfc th'd e w'z seemg anOlher woman'

Origin Keepmg the score even mamtams equality between twO
players or teams and prevents one from defeating Ihe
olher

Also score to settle with someone (to have a) exp to

want revenge against someone

"·nil-III :·);I;·i:i;!itj,iii;H.tJi',t~.1iJ»

I'm going to settle the seore with Robert beeause
he.••
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~ (to) v to ~ucceed m seducmgsomeone, to succeed (In geneldl)

_;N:i". - Old you score last night?
Are you kJdding? She didn t even invite me up to her
dpartment

• UiiJj tW mw Old you succeed in seducing her lasl night?
- Arc you klddmg? She dldn t even Invite me up to her

apartment

PW.quil - Dld'id score lil~ night?
- Are you klddmg? She dldn even invite me up to er

apartment

Vunallon I score big (to) exp

Vunanon 2 score points (to) exp

,::,:1":" :·,;,.:·t:r;!,li,t1':p,ttitit·pJ»
Last night Tim scored with...at...

(football) to try to ~olve d problem dggresslvely

IP"---------......., _n':w. ThiS I~ d huge problem, but I hdve to tackle It If I want to
finish my work before leavmg on vacation

./ t,'JI!W PI Thl~ I~ d huge problem but I have to try to solve it
aggressively if I want to finl~h my work before leaving
on vdcation

P,lJ,lIlU'j'1 ThIS ez a huge problem b d I hafta tackle Id It I wanna
hnish my work b'fore leavmg on vacation

Ongm In football, cl player who tdckIes a member of the opposmg
tCdm removes that person (who could be a problem) from
the action

':l·e'lt·:,. :·,~!.,·t:i;!,;i)nj;:1,t,tjt'!·:J) »
Our problem is ... We need to tackle this problem
as soon as possible.

dIrow in the towel (to) exp (boXIng) to admit defeat by qUitting, to qUit

_;":').. No mdtter how hard the job ,~ or how many obstacle~

I have to Overcome III never throw in the towel
'Pf'!lt\l[.PI No matter how hard the lob IS or how mdny obstacles

G p I have to overcome I'll never admit defeat by quit­
ting

P!?!ilJttil No mddder how hard the lob IS r how many obstacle~

I haha overcome a 11 never throw tn the towel

Ongm In bOXing, the manager of the losing boxer throws a towel
mto the ring lO srgmfy defem and ~top the fight

,:t·}~;'(·\il: 'l!{·t:l$ij,i1j;:;,t,!il,i!.;iJ iI
After being unsuccesfal at... J finall31 decided to
throw in the towel.
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throw someone a curve (to) exp (baseball - short for "to throw someone a curve baU") to
surpnse someone W>ually In Cl negative way

_n,:w- When the boss cclUed me Into his office, I WdS sure he was
gOing to offer me a promotion Instead he told me that if
I dtdn t ~tart working harder he'd fire me l He really
threw me a curve'

Si il'Ilt\l[.J'li When the boss called me Into hiS office, I Wd~ ~ure he was
going to offer me a promotion Instead he told me that
It I didn't start working harder he'd fire me' He really
snrprised me l

W,!!j'jJUij When the boss called me Into 'IS office, I W'L sher e wz
gonna offer me a prdmotion Instead, 'e told me th d If
Ididn start workmg harder, he d fire me I He really threw
mea curve'

Ong,n In baseball, when the pitcher throws d bdll that curves
unexpectedly 1\ mdke., the ball harder to hIt

la·l~ll·l" :·I~ ,.:.,:, J!,~ I, tiJ iart'] t'!·lI J iI
Ma~ reall3/ threw me a c"",e when ,she•••

touch base with someone (to) exp (bdseball) to make contact INIth someone

_nYM!- I'll touch base with you tomorrow while I m on
Vdcanon I want to make sure everything IS going well
while I m gone

Si i "Mm: 'N III contact you tomorrow whtle I'm on vdcaBon I want
to make sure everything is gOing well while I m gone

, Ifl'W.'ji A'lI tonch base with ya damorrow wall I m on vaca
Bon I wanna mdke sher ev'rythmg s going well wall I'm
gone

Ongrn In bdseball, the runner must make contact WIth edch base
In order to score a point

'4-tll·)l1 :·I'I{·t!;!;;I,nj;n,t!jt'~:'J:W
I'll touch ba,se with 3/0" a,s soon a,s I...
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1] I m tired of Mlchael spreading rumOrS about me I m ready to (settle relax, calm) the e,corc l

~
CD-A' TRACK 10

2 I exercise every day and eat all the nght thmgs, but I Just can t seem to lose weight I m ready to
throw in the (scarf sheet, towel)

Thc bo~!> refused to gIVe the employees a ral~e I thmk It'S lime to play (hard soft, rigid) belli
and threaten to quit'

5 We need to bnng m more money for the company If we (tackle tangle table) thiS together,
I know we can find a solution to thl~ problem

4 Robert let dllthe dlr out of my tires so that I would be late for my lob IntclVlew Then he went to
the intelVlew hImself and got hired l That was d1l1y (bowling pool tennis)'

3 I Wd~ hdvmg d nice conversation Wlth Julle and then suddenly she started yelling dt mc for
!>omething I dId ten yems ago That certainly Cdme out of (right left center) field'

nit: SWICiMN GUIDE TO STREET SPEAK J

9 Jdnet rCdlly (tossed hit, threw) me a curve when she said she was movmg out 01 the city
We've been best fnends for ten years

6 I need to leave for the airport nght away Let's talk later III (fondle caress touch) bClse Wlth
you tonight

7 Can you believe whdt Emle did? He tned to (snore score tackle) WIth my mother l

8 I know I mdY be way (off, on np) base, but IS Jerry dating our math tCdcher' I saw them go
Into the movie theater last night

'

10 When DaVld came mto my office five years ago to ask for a Job l hired hIm nght off the
(golf club, tennis racket bat) I 1knew he'd be a valuable employee

12 Iwrote Ed a long letter apologlLtng for my behaVlor The (puck, baD, basketball) I~ In hl~

court now If he wants to see me again he 11 have to call me

A. CHOOS£ '111£ RIGHT WORDS
Underline the words that be<;t complete the sentences
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8. CROSSWORD PUm.£
Fill In the crossword puzzle by choosmg the correct word
from the 1I<;t below

AGGIUSSIVELY

CONTACT

INSTANTLY

"ISTAKEN

N£XT

qUlnlNG

R£VENGE

SDUCING

SOLVE

SURPRISE

UNETHICAL

UN£XP£CT£D

ACROSS

2 throw someone a curve (to) exp

to __ someone, usually In a negative

way

14 right off the bat exp __

19 settle the score (to) exp to get

25 come ont of left field (to) exp to

be completely __

30 dirty pool exp unfair or __

behaVlor

36 score (to) V to succeed In

someone

DOWN

7 tackie (to) v to try to __ a
problem aggressively

9 off-base (to be) ad] to be badly

[5 play hardbaU (to) exp to behdvc
or compete __ or ruthlc<;sly

28 throw in the towel (to) exp to
admit defeat by __

29 baD in one's court (to have
the) exp to be respon<;ible for takmg
the dCtlon

31 touch base with someone (to)
exp to make WIth someone

SPORTS TER/ItS USED IN SLANG
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c. AATCH THE COW_
Mdtch the words m boldface WIth their mcanmg In the nghl­
hand column WrHe the Icttcr of the definition m the box
Note NOI all the answers will bc used

o 1 When Mdrk Silld he wanted to speak WIth me, I thought

he was going to ask my adVIce on what to get his wife for
thclr anniversary Instead he told me thcy're going to get
dlvorced l He really threw me 11 curve

o 2 Anne s comment about my weight came out of left
fie'd' It was so inappropnate'

o 1 If you thmk you Can slart a company WIth no money

you re off blUe'

o 4 I know you and Ron are competing for Ihe Same lob but
I think he ha') dn advantdge. He told me thdt he gavc thc

owner of the company four tickets to Pansl I think if you
want thl~ ]ob, you're gomg to need to plll~ hllrdball

o 5 Ohver mcd to ~teal my gIrlfnend while I WdS on vacatiOn.
Well I'm going to settle the score nght now I'm going
to tell hi,) gIrlfriend Whdt he did

o 6 We need to diSCUSS this mOrC but I don t have time nght

now Let ~ touch ""se tomorrow

o 7 I heard you went out last night WIth KJml So tell me, did
you score1

o 8 Our products used 10 sell very well, but dS of this year, no
one IS purcha~mg theml Whdt happened? We need to

tllchle this problem nght away

o 9 My new nelghbor IS a great guy We became friends
right off the bllt I

o 10 I told Greg exactly how much It would co')t If he wanlS to

buy my car The ball's in his court now

o 11 I lUSt found OUI Ihal Bob hed 10 the boss and told him that
I was arrested last year for slealing ThaI'') why he got

promoled Instead of me' Thdt'S dfrt31 pool

o 12 My new Job I~ much harder than I Ihoughl' I m rcady to
throw in the towel

CD-A: TUCK U

A contact each other

B Instantly

C compete aggressively

D get revcnge

L succeed In seducmg
her

r was completely
unexpected

G Iry very hard to solve

H unethical behaVlor

It's hiS turn to respond
10 the siruation

admit defeat by qUlttmg

K badly mistdken

argue

M ')urpnsed me In a
negative WdY

N ended the relationship

0 k.Jssed In publIC

P Ignored me

SPORTSTEAMSVSEDINSLANG
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More Sports Terms Used in Slang

MJlI: i,!. You promIsed you d water my
plant'; whilc I was on vacation
I can't believe you forgol You
really dropped the ball

M3tr:W. ~hlrleywent out last week Wlth
my ex boyfriend but I evened
up the score by going OUt Wlth
her ex hu<;band

5/' !iP'\/( l'a You promised you d water my
plants while I was on vacation
I cun't believe you forgot You
really failed to complete
your responsibility

t j)' _ Y0.1 promIsed yu d wader my
plunts wall J w'z on vacallon
I can t believe ya fergot Ya really
dropped the ball

Ongin: If Ihe pldyer carrymg the ball
drop~ it during a game, the game
must stop until the ball is once
dgdin put Into play

even up the sc:ore (to) expo to retaliate by
doing something equ<.lllo what was done to
you

GENERAIrSPOATSTERHS

'I &liMB! :'11 Mark spent hours prcpanng hiS
presentation but when he got up
In front of the executives, he was
SUddenly unable to present
it well due to stress and
pressure

IR jt"Wxi! Mark spen hour,> prepanng IS
prcsentallon b t when e god up
n fronnna the exeludlve~ he
choked

Nore ThiS tcrm has been e..tlled the
most popular slang tcrm of thiS
century and refers to any '>pon'

cIloke (to) u. to be suddenly undble to do
something due to stress and pressure· (lit.) to
play suddenly poorly due to stress and
pressure

-3 P;IJlW Mark ,>pent hours prepunng hIS
presentution but when he got up
In front of the execullves he
choked

drop the baD (to) exp to fdll to complete
one s responsibilities

There's no doubt about It Sport,> have dlwdYS been the most populdr Amencan pastIme Amencan
schoolchildren are Introduced to the world of Sports at an early age and are expected to particIpate In

some type of sport i1Ctlvuy In a class called Phys!cal EducQtlon or, commonly Phys Ed Smce Amencan<;
tend to live and breathe sports it's no wonder that so many spom expressIons have become pan of our
everyday usage, as the followmg list clearly demonstrates

SPORTS TERMS USED IN SLANG
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.a tl'I!I,W l'b Shlrley went out last w0ek WIth
my ex-boyfriend bUl I
retaliated by doing
something equal to what
was done to me by gomg out
WIth her ex husband

" jj f'lJI' i1 Shirley wen out las' week w th
my ex boyfnen b'd Ievened
up the score by going out WIth
er ex husband

good sport n an dccommodallng and
agreeable person

."':iJ!. Every time [rnle asks hI.'>
grdndmOlher lO play games WIth
him she always says yes She\
such a good sport

It Wit$/[ ):d Every time Ernle asks hiS
grandmother to play games WIth
him she always <;ays yes. She s
such an accommodating and
agreeable person

I W,I1f,l:. Ev ry llmc Ernle asks I~

gran mother da play gdmes w th
'im she ahw0cz says yes She s
such a good sport

Varialion real sport exp

Anlonym I bad sport exp

Antonym 2 spoilsport exp

play by the rules (to) exp to conduct
oneself WIthout breaking the rule~ either
legally or ethically

M3'':W- Jim IS tc.lklng the boss' daughter
to dinner In order to get Ihe
promotion He <; not playing by
the rules!

la tl1itW I b J,m IS taking the boss daughter
to dinner In order to gN the
promotion. He's nOl
conducting himseli
ethically I

; ''''''jJv jj Jlm slaking the boss ddwder da
dinner n order da gct lhe
pramotlon He ~ not playing by
the rules'

start the han roWag (to) exp to begin
something

-P':IJ'. We have dlot of work to I1nlsh by
next week We d better start
the baD rolling

.nl'llfW: '1i We holve a lot of work to finish by
next week We d better begin.

; "!ljJ Ii:jj We have a lod a work ta finish
by nex' week We' bedder start
the baD rolling

team player exp a person who works well WIth
01 hers
MP':!;'!_ In order 10 be successful In thts

company, you have to forget
about being uncooperallve and
lec.lrn lO be a team player

'(1!1j! WI'd In order to be successful In thiS
company you have 10 forget
about being uncooperative and
learn to be a person who
works weD with others

; j11113# ':jj In order dol be successful n thle;
comp'ny ya hafta ferged about
bemg uncooperadive 'n learn da
be a team player

BASE.AI.L

haIIpark ad] approximate

MP':ijl. Cc.ln you give me a ballpark
pncc on what a new compact car
COSL<;?

., "IB' S,tl'ij Can you glve me an
approximate pnce on what
a new compact car coSts?

W1!!t!1!;t:jj C n yd gtmme a baDpark pnce
on whad a new compac car
costs?

SPORTS TEIUU USED IN SLANG



batting a thousand (to he) exp to be
extremely <;uccessful

-iItZl;!. Fred could never get a date'
bU! now that he's been
exerclsmg he " been batting
a thousand

'n'.'!!' SI: :'D Fred could never get u date
but now thut he's been
exercising he s be'en extremely
successful

li"jf'U':i\ Fred could never ged d dute
b t now th d 'e'<; been exercising
he's been badding a thousan'

Ongm One thousand IS a perfect battmg
percentage cin ideal that IS
Impossible to achieve

10 to hat for someone (to) exp to defend
~omeone

_. p:iJ!M When I was about 10 gel fired
my manager went to bat for
me and convinced Ihe boss to
keep me employed

Ai mmli I'll When I Wcl~ ubout to get fired
my manager defended me nnd
convinced the boss to keep me
employed

; jlj'Llnil When I w 7 abOUlIa get fired my
manager went ta bat fer me
n convlllced the boss ta keep me

employed

Onj;ln Said of a baseball player who
bat<; in anolher player's place

la the hallpark exp Wllhm acceptable limits

MP':!,!!. You won t believe the salary the
bo<;s offered me. It wasn't even
in the ballpark' I de<;erve
tWIce as much'

U,tI.'IlISI: \'11 You won I believe the salary the
boss offered me It wasn I even
within acceptable Umits l

I de~erve TWIce cl'> much'

; "1'LI":il You won t believe the sulury the
boss offered me. It wasn' evcn in
the ballpark! I deserve l\VIce
eL much!

Origin The bullpurk I~ the stadIUm m
which il bil~eball gume is played

&tORTS TERMS USED IN SUNG

THE SLANGMAN GUIDE TO STREET SPEAK J
ont in left field (to be) exp to be

completely mist<lken.

-punM Jcff actucllly thought I Wc.l"
mlcrested in his girlfriend. I told
him he was out in left field'

.1 7t1!'W: D Jell actually thOUght I Wd~
mlerested in his girlfriend I told
him he was completely
mistaken'

; Iit',m t:li Jeff ukshclly thod I w'z im resled
n 'is girlfriend. I told 'im e w z
out 'n le£' field'

Vanarron way out in left field (to be)
expo to be totally ilnd completely
mistaken

Ongm Beyond the baseball dIamond
(which is where most of the
c.lctivity takes place during a
game) is a large area which IS

divided into three fields: right
field center field and left field

out of one's league (to be) exp • 1.10 be
In a slluation where everyone IS more
experienced thiln you • 2 said of Someone
who is unatlainable-."m,.,. I lUSt got u lob working \Nlth some

of the smartest scientisL<; in the
country. I think I m out of my
league I iUSl graduated college
last week!

,,' l'Ii!;m I'll I Just gOI a lob workll1g WIth ~ome

of the smanest scientists In the
country I think I'm in a
situation where everyone is
more experienced than I am
I lust grc.lduuted college la<;l
weck'

sa 1f.1'Wf,t:i! [Ius god d Job workmg w lh
"ome a the smardes scientis' n
the country I think I m oudda
my league I ju,,' gradjuaded
college las' week'

-new'. I d love to go out WIth LlI1du bU!
~he'~ out of my league. She ~

so beuullful l She probably only
likes guy~ il~ gorgeous as she is

II tl'!lfW l'lI I d love to go out \N1th Lmda but
~he s unattainable for
someone lik.e me. She s So
beilutiful! She probubly only likes
guys ilS gorgeou'> as she is
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, It i,m':i! I d love da go our w th Ltnda h t
~he's oudda my league She ~

~o beaudiful l She prob'ly only
likes guys 'ez gorgeous 'cz she b

Ongln Said of u buseball playcr who IS
promoted to Ihe major Jeague~
before he ha~ thc needed
expericnce

pinch-hit (to) expo to substitute for somcone
usually In cln emergency
_;h:ln. I havc to leave Ihe office becau<;c

of an emcrgcncy cll home Ccln
you pinch-hit for me at the
mccting toduy?

.wm.s,!: ij I hElve to leavc Ihe office becau~c

of In emergency at home Can
you substitute for me at Ihe
meellng today I

; lit i'jW:il I hafta leave the office b cuz ev
n emergency 'it home c.. n ya
pinch-hit fer me 'it the
mecding tadayl

Origin When Cl coach feels another
batter will do bellcr than the one
currently at bat, he WlII substitute
one battcr for another

Also pinch hitter exp subsntule
usucllly in an cmergency

play baD (to) exp to coopcrate
_3 h:!;!. If we don't play baD Wlth thc

board of education we 11 never
gctthe moncy we need for the
after-school programs

51 71'n,w: ij If we don't cooperate Wlth the
board of education we 11 never
get the money we necd for the
atter-school program~

;"I,m! iil If we don't play baD w rh the
board ev edlaciHion we'll never
gel the money we need fcr the
after-school programs

Ongln rhe umpire of a bascball gdme
calls out Play ball l " to start the
game

strike out (to) v 10 fall
-ilt:W. Lancc Lned to getlhe boss to

gIVc him a raise bUl he strUck
out

'W'IltW I'D' Lclnce tned to get the bo~ to
give him a raise but he faDed

"'vlUl l:il Lance tned da get the bo~ rJ
give 'im a raise h'd c st....ck
out.

Ongln A battcr I~ given thrcc tnes 10 hit
a properly thrown (or pilched)
ball After he has misscd the ball
three timcs, he strikes our and
loses hIs turn

two strikes against someone expo two
negative truits associated Wlth a person
_pt;iJI. I know that Pete w,mts to be a

model but he's ovcrweighl and
has bad skin That's two strikes
against him

'" 7111t\,[)'/j I know that Pcw WJnts to be J
model but he\ overweight and
hcls bad skm That's two
negative traits against him

"" "LI":iil I know th t PelC wansta be a
model b des overwclght n ha~

bcld skin. rhat's two strikes
against'im

Origin In baseball. when cl batter mIsses
thc bull, that's culled a smke
After three strikc,; the player
lo~es hIS turn.

BASKETBALL

give something one's best shot (to) exp
to try one s best to acc.omplish cl goal

-.pm!. I m nervous about my audllion
but I'm going to give it my
best shot Mclybe III clctually get
lhe role l

1171'Il'W: /j I m nervou~ abour my audition
but I m gomg 10 try my best
Maybe III aClUcllly gCI Ihe role l

SPORTS TEPS USED IN SLANG



;' III11;J I W! 1m nervou.'> elbout my audition
b d I m gonna give it my bes'
shot Maybe a 11 akshelly get the
rolpl

Ongm A <;hot is el belsketball player s
attempt to throw the ball inlo the
hoop

IIJIe shoots, he scores!" exp "He altempts
something and is successful!

-if":'.l. You gotlhp job?1 lhelt.'> gredt l

He shoots, he scores!

li WlI'W ;'!i You got the lob?' Thelt's gredt l

You were successiuU

;' ,£',m i ill Ya got thc Job?1 Thc.lt s great l He
shoots, 'e scores!

Ongm During c.I bd.'>ketb,11I gamc If a
player makes the ShOO1 (dn
attempt ut throWlng Ihe hall IntO
the hoop). the TV or radio
dnnouncer descnbes the <1ctlon
as: "He ~hoots, he scores/" literally
meaning "He is successful ill

making the shot and earns pOints
for his team I"

lilt someone below the belt (to) expo 10

do or say something shampful or despicable 10

someone that attacks him/hcr in c.I vulnerable
arec.l

MU':!;!. Hob told the boss that I have a
drinking problcm so thut he
could get thc promotion Illsteeld
of me He certainly hit me
below the belt

li 'j wW I'/I Bob told thc boss thc.lt I h<lve c.I

drinking problem so that he
could get the promotion inslead
of me He ccrtainly did some­
thing shameful to me

SPORTS TEPS USED iN SLANG
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WIfii!JUil Bob told the boss th d I have a

dnnklng problem ...0 th d e could
get the pramotJon Instead a mc
He certainly hit me b'low the
belt

Vanatlon hitting below the belt exp •
ThaI sure is hitting below the
belt' That sure IS despicable l

Ongm In boxmg, It IS consldercd
unethicul to disable one\
opponent by hitting him below
the belt where hc is more
scnsitivc

heavyweight n un mlluentlul und powerful
person

_31':';1. Hcth slarted as seCretilry aI

Paramount Studios but she has
worked he'r way to Ihe top Now
...hc's a heavyweight In thc
movie busine.'>.'>

51 ',I,'B' \,11 111 Belh <;taned a<; a <;ecretary at
Pdmmount StudiOS but she has
worked her way to the top Now
.'>hc's an iniluential and
powerful person In thc mOVIe
business

;' It''lgl jj Belh ...rarded ez a ~ecretary II

Paramount Srudlo.'> o't she .'>
worked er way da the lOp Now
.,he's a heavywade 'n lhe mOVIe
blznc<;<;

Ongm Hoxers only fight opponents In
their same' weight clilSS (such as
bdntamwetght. fcalhcrwcighl
lightweIght middleweight. Itght
heavywcight heavyweight)

Also lightweight n d person Wlth
littlp tnl1uence or Importance

pun any punches (not to) r.xp not 10 hold
back in one s criticism

-p':'n. Karcn told Mark exactly what she
though! of him You should have
heurd the ternblp things <;hc said
She doesn't puD any
punches

52 t','B' \,1 lid Knren told Mc.lrk eXeluly whut shc
thought of him You should have
hcard the tcrnblc things she said
She doesn't hold back. in her
criticisms
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Wl!i'jJll:jj Karen laid Mark exac'ly what she
thod of'im Ya should ev heard
the terr ble things she said She
doesnt pull any punches

Ongin SaId of a boxer who holds back
from punching hl~ opponent
hard usually when the fight ha!:>
been staged

roD with the punches (to) exp. to accept
something unpleasant without ligh[ing back
-gull- I know the boss IS always mean to

you but lust try to roll with
the punches lie s retiring In

Just one more week

Uti lit!.! I'll I know the boss IS always mean to
you but Just Iry to accept it
without fighting back He ~

retiring in jU!:>t one more week

; " 1'1)' , jj I know the boss ez ahweez mean
da you b I jus' try da 1'011 w'th
the punches Hc's retiring n
JUs One more week

Ongln If a boxer rolL" wlrh rhe punChes
(literally "to allow onc s body to
move in the direclion of the
punches WlthouI resisting") he IS
less likely to get hun

saved by the beD (to be) exp 10 get OUI of a
bad siruation due to luck

-;":13'. - Oh, no. There!:> Pam and she s
coming thiS way' If she sees U!:>
she'll talk to us for hours

- Look! She got stopped by
some guy Saved by the
belli

,,' I'll! lE :'D - Oh, no. There s Pam and she s
coming thiS way! If she sees u!:>
she'll talk to us for hours.

- Look' She gal slOpped by
some guy We got out of
that bad situation by
luck'

'" 't'flW jj - Oh, no There s Pam n she s
coming this way! If she see!:> u~

she'll talk la us fer hours
- Look' She gal <;top by s m

guy Saved by the bell'

Ongm The moment the bell nngs, the
boxers must stop lighting For the
losing boxer he IS often saved
from getting mare injunes thanks
to the bell

teach someone the ropes (to) exp to
teach someone the basics of a new job
_P':I),. Smce you re new here let mc

teach you the ropes

it ',I Id! $I: liD Since you re new here, let me
teach the basics of the iob

; "".'tm:. Since y'r new here lemme
teach ya the ropes

Origin Ropes refer to the bOXlng nng
SlnCC it is enclosed by rope,;
Therefore in boxing slang
10 leach someone rhe ropes
means "to teach someone how
to box Wlthln the rope~ (or nng)

VCJrlQnon show someone the ropes (to}
exp

FOOTBALL

kick off (to) u to start something

-P':IOl!. We re gOing to kick off the
pany by having il comcdlan
perfol1i\. Then wc're going to
hc.lve a live band play the entire
ntght'

"t I'll. $I: )Ia We re going to start the party
by haVing a COmCdlc.ln perfol1i\
Then we re going to have a live
band play the entire night'

'ItllJJil:liI\ We re gonna kick off Ihe pardy
by haVing a comedian pcrform
Thcn w r gonnc.l havc a live ban'
play the entire nlght l

Origin' In football. the ball IS kicked off"
to start Ihe game or a play

SPORTS TEIUU USED IN SLANG



take the baD and run with it (to) exp to
accepl an opportunity and make lhe most of It

_j f,@!. - My boss offered me a
promotion 10 Vice president
of the company The only
problem IS that I would have
to move to a different City

- This IS an amazmg opportUnIty
for you If I were you I d take
the baD and run with it

.1 "'BIB': d - My boss offered me a
promotIon ro VlCC president
of the company. The only
problem IS that I would have
to move to a different City
rhls is an amazing opportUnIty
for you If I were you I d
accept the opportunity
and make the most of it

Ii ,.... tip! il - My boss offered me el
pramolion da Vice president
a the comp ny The only
problem is th'd I d haftd
move to a dlffrem cidy

- ThIS ez 'n amazing oppertunldy
fer you If I were you I d take
the ball 'n run w'th it

Ongrn Once the ball IS passed 10 the
plelyer known as the receiver, he
mUst take the ball and run VJith It

to the goal In order to score
points for the leam

first out of the gate (to be) exp 10 be the
first to go toward a common goal

_j":'.!. Your Idea for the ncw product IS
great l Let's stan working on it
nght away We need to be iint
out of the gate

SPORTS TE.R/ItS USED IN SLANG
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.i'h!!SI( lilt Your Ideel for thc new product IS

great' Let s start workmg on 11

righl away We need to be the
first company to produce it

Ii l!i,m;':i! Yer Ideel fer the new produc S
great' Let's stan working on it
ride away We need del be first
outta the gate

Ongln The horse that IS (Jrsl OUI of lhe
gale (which is lifted when the
swning bell sounds <.It the
beginning of a race) has an
advantage over Ihe other horses

free rein (to have) expo to be allowed to do
anYthing one wants Wlthout haVing to get
permission

_n':'J!M In my new Job, I have free rein
to hire any assislant I want

Ittl'lJi in )Ijj In my new Job, I am aDowed to
hire any assistant I wanl
without having to get
permission

III f£'flJttj! In my new Job. I have free rein
da hire any assistam I want

Ongln When el horse Sreins are pulled
back, the horse slows down. But
when Ihe reins arc completely
loo~e, the horse is frec la move
as quickly as it can

iD the home stretch (to be) exp to be
close to complctlon

_P':!J!M Okay, everybody. Don t Slop
working nOw We're in the
home stretch'

It "'ll'htl'lj Ok<lY everybody Don't stOP
workmg now We re close to
completion I

; II j fm, il OkdY ev rybody. Don t workmg
now W r tn the home stretch'

Ongm The home srrerch IS Ihe last length
of straight track before the finish
line
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in the running (to be) exp 10 be In

constderatlOn for something

_; ":iii. I know I'm in the running for
Ihe joh at the ddvenising agency
but I think someone wnh more
C'xpericncc will get It

ii tJ m'm j 11 I know I'm being considered
for the job ut the advertising
agency but I think someone Wlth
more experience will get It

!R JI lIlJ Fp I know I'm 'n the running fer
the Job it the advertising agency
b d I think someone w th more
experience'l! ged it

Ongm The horses who perform well
enough dunng the course of lhe
rdCC are considered to be' in rhe
running as potential winners

long shot n Sdld of something that IS nol likely
to happen

-p':'nM You re gOIng to d!>k lom Cruise
10 donate money to your chantY?
Well, it's Cl long shot hut maybe
It s a Cduse Ihat's importdnl to
him

It ',I'},'5/[ :'d You re gOing 10 ask Tom Cruise
to donate money 10 your chanty?
Well, it's not likey to happen
bUl maybe It s a cause Ihm s
Important to him

""!flJ":il Y r gonna ask Tom Cruise ta
donatc money tu yer chandy?
Well, it s a long shot b'l maybe
Il s a Caw,e th t's important to 'im

Ongm A racehorse IS called a long shor
lfthe horse isn't Iikey (Q Win but
pays off greatly if it doec;

Deck and neck exp even or very c1o<,e (as In a
competition)

-p':W. We were neck and neck the
whole mce but I managed to
beal Hilary by a tcnth of a
sC'cond

li 'j It! s.: j 'Jj We were even the whole race
but I mdnaged to beat HIlary by a
tenth of d second

" "1Im !:ij We wcre neck 'n neck the
whole race b d I manage ta beat
Hilary by a tenth ev cl <;econd

Ongm When rwo or more horses are
running next to each othcr at

cxactly the same speed, Ihey <Ire
considered to be running neck
and neck

off and running (to be) exp to be acting
Wlth enthusia<;m dnd energy
_+":1),. From thc moment Sylvester got

approval to begm the projecl he
was on' and running and
never stopped until he finished

It '1'!l'B( I'§ From the moment Sylvcster got
approval to begin the project he
acted with enthusiasm and
energy and never stoppcd until
he fmished

"SI 111<11' il Fr m the moment Sylvester god
dpproval ta begin the project. he
w'z off 'n running n never
Stopped until 'e finished

Ongrn: When the gates open and the
horses exll their chules the
ryplcal comment of the race
announcer IS And they're oIT
n running'"

ICE SKATING .

skating OD thin iee (to be) exp 10 be m a
risky situlltion

_; £t;!J!. My gJrlfnend was angry Wlth me
for forgettmg her birthday laSt
year I'm skating on thin ice
If I forget again thiS year she'll
kill me!

SPORTS TERMS USED IN SLANG



... "'MW lilt My girlfnend wa<, angry Wllh me
for forgetting her binhddy last
year I m in a risky situation
If [ forget again ttu<; year she 11
kill me'

"'?;'iW.t:iil My gJrlfnen w Z clngry w th me
ler fergeddlng er blrthddy last
ycar I m skading on thin ice
If [ ferged again this year she'll
kill me l

Origin A skater must always be careful
not to skate on thin ice or he/she
nsks falling through it

caD tile shots (to) exp to be In charge and
melke decisions

_3 ...:WM You ve got to stop disagreemg
Wlth everything the boss does He'
c:aUs the shots around here
not you

... t' '11' m:'d You ve got to stop dlsugreemg
with everything thc boss does He
c:aUs the shots elround here
not you

;: !t!lq»t:jj Ya godda Stop dIsagreeIng w th
cv rything the boss does He
caUa the shots aroun' here. not
you

Ongln: In a game of pool. one must state
into whIch poCkCt he or she
mtends to shoot the ball ThIS IS
called "caIling thc shots"
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inside track (to have the) expo to helve an
advantage ovcr onc's competition

_P';iOl!W I think Carohne IS gOlllg to get the
job because she has the inside
track She s thc only one with
expC'nence

"'j'!l!Sj[.]'ij Ithmk Carohne IS gomg to
get the job becausc she has
an advantage over her
competition. She's the only
onc with experiencc

Wl("m j:Wj 1think Carolinc's gonna get the
Job b cuz she has the inside
track. She s the only onc Wlth
cxperience

Ongln In race car dnvmg. there are
c;everal tracks which dre each
occupied by a smgle driver The
driver who is positioned in the
track c.losest to the ccnter at the
racc course called the inside
frack has less distance to travel

pit stop (to make a) exp to make Cl bncf stop
(whIle traveIing or working) in order to use the
lavatory faciIitiec;

-P':IOI!W Do you mmd pullmg over dllhe
next gas station? I need to make
a pit stop

" !,mUd :id Do you mind pulhng over at thc
ncxt gas station? I need to use
the lavatory

'lk !Iq":. Ya mm pulhng over It the nex
gas station? I necd da make a
pit stop

Ongln Outing a race, occasIonally race
cars need 10 Stop In what IS

known as the pil in order to be
<,crviccd
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ROWING

not to have both oars in the water exp
(humorous) to be eLLentric to be a little erdlY
_;, ,:iJI. My new neighbor doesn't have

both oars in the water Every
morning I ~ee her haVlng a
conversution with the tree In her
front yard

it rl'll'W I'§ My new nCIghbor is a linle
crazy Every morning, I see her
having a conversation with the
tree In her ITom yard

A1I,tWt:i! My new nClghber doesn' have
both oars 'n the wader Ev ry
morning, I ~ee er haVlng a
conversation w'th the tree n
er front yard

Ongm When rOWlng If both oars are
not properly In the water, you
WlII nOl being able [0 travel m a
fOl"\\/ard motion n0l1llally

o

smooth sailing [ahead] exp said of a
situation whieh presents no obstacles.
_; P:iJl. It was hdrd preparing all the food

for the party but now tt's
smooth sailing [ahead]. All
we have 10 do is clean the housc
and wc 11 be ready for the guests

it t!IIltW ;'11 It was hard prepanng all the food
for the pany but now it'S going
to be easy from this point
All we have to do IS dean the
house and we 11 be ready for the
guests.

Aa' '18' i! It w 7 hard prapanng ull the food
fer the pardy b't now it's smooth
sailing [ahead] All we hafta
do el clean the house n we'll be
ready fer the guests

take the wind ont of one's sails (to)
exp to cau<,c <;omeone to lo<;e hiS or her
enthusiasm

-P'=l;!. Debble took the wind out of
my sails when shc laId me she
was planning on marrying
someone elsc

II M'Il' SI: l'lI Debbie caused me to lose my
enthusiasm when <;he told me
she waS planning on marrymg
someOne else

A.!!!tlJi'i! Debbie took the wind oudda
my sails when shc tol me she
w'z planning on murrymg
someone else

Ongm Without wind a satlboat SlOps

und cannot continue its course

SWIN4ING

go off the deep end (to) exp to go crazy

_;":W. Arrer workmg In a stressful lob for
twenty years my uncle finally
went off the deep end

it illlum l'lI After worlang In a <,tressfullob for
twenty years, my uncle fmally
went crazy
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; i"'iJli:i! After working In a stressful Job !er
twen y years my unclc fin lIy
wen' oii the deep end

Origin: Thl~ expre~lon refer~ tu gOing
Into a sWlmmmg pool al the deep
end whcre a non SWlmmer
could easily drown

keep one's bead above water (to) expo to
kccp oncsclf from gClllng overwhelmcd with
work or risk "drowning."

_,' ':WM Congratulations on your new Job
as an executive. It s going to be cl

lot more work fur you, but I m
sure you I1 keep your head
above water

n tI'B' W:'11 ('ongralulallon,> on your nC'w lob
dS an executivc. It ~ going to bc tl
lot more work for you but I m
~ure you 11 keep yourseli irom
getting overwhelmed

1,lt"jW i! c.. ngradlnlallons on ycr new ,ob
eL n exec:.udlve. It ~ gonna bc <l

lot morC' work for ya, b d I m sher
Yd'll keep yer head above
wader

..ake a splasb (to) exp to bccomc very
successful (and get a lot of attention as onC'
would If Jumping tnlO a pool and mdking d big
spltlsh)

-p':'nM I hear thut your brothcr made a
splash in Hollywood! Is It true
he\ going 10 be in thrce movies?

11 r;. 'lfi SI: :lA I hear thdt your bl olher became
very successful In Hollywood I

Is it truc he s going to be In three
mOV1e~?
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W""!Jt' w: I hetlr th t cher brothcr made a

splash n Hollywood' IZl! true
'c's gonnd be'n three movlec;?

TUCK AND FIELD

good track record (to bave a) expo to
h<lve a perc;onal hIstory of being <;ucce<;sful and
experienced.

-P':IOI!M lthtnk we <;hould hire ;-..I1c:.hold'>
for the Job. He htls a good track
record in this type of work

./ , \'1" III J'1I I thmk wc should hire Nlcholac;
for the Job. He has a personal
history oi being successini
and e",perienced In this type of
work

WltttlJil:Wj I thmk wc should hlrc Nlchalas
fer the lob. He as a good track
record n this typc a work
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HATCH THE PICTUR£S
A<; a fun way to get started, see If you Can guess the meanmg of the
new ~Idng word<; and expressions on the opposite page by uSing the
pictures below and following the context of the senlCnce<;
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12 Our new bo~ expec~ everyone to kowtow to
hIm He really enJoy" that kmd of power l

Definition act In a very ~ubmissiue and
subservienr manner"

o True 0 False

o False

He always has stupId,

U False

7 Laurle IS so b'cue about everythtng Nothing get~

her excited any more
Definition "happy"

U True 0 False

8 I felt tremendous angst dunng my Job mtel"Vlew l

Definirion "joy·

o True 0 False

9 Tlnd IS such d prime donna If she doesn t get
everything ~he want~ mcludlng everyone's
attentIon ~he gets upset
Definltlon "lemperamemal and concelled person·

o True 0 False

10 All three of us are best fn ends. There was
eamaraderie between us instantly
Definition "fnendship"

o [rue

I I My uncle J~ ~uch d k'utz
little accidents.
Definilion gentus

DTrue

Sharon and Irv are IUng-ho about theIr
new house'
Definition 0 • enrhuslQ~nc"

D True 0 Fdlse

2 My nIece IS already mkindergarten
and she s only three yedrs old
Definition gardenmg school"

o True 0 False

3 Bakmg has always been Benha s forte
She bakes the mo~t dmazing cc.lkes!
Definition "skill at which she excels"

D True 0 False

4 My glrlfnend works m a clothing
boutique In Beverly Hills.
Definition: "(aclOry 0'

D True D Fal"e

5 You won t believe whdt Ralph saId to me
today, and this is verbatim
Definition- "whal he ~aid more or less

D True 0 False

6 Ever smce EriC ~tdrtcd bodybullding he
thmks he s super maeho
DefinHlon: "manly In an aggreS"lve and

even exaggerared way"

D True D False

FOAlIGN WORDS USED IN EVERYDAY CONVERSATION



Lesson 5 • MARGE IS THE BIGGEST KLUT%!

A. DIALOGUE USING SLANG " IDIO"5
The word" Introduced on the first twO page!> dre used In the
dialogue below. ~ee if you can understand the conversation
Note' The tran~lation of the wOrds m boldface ." on the right
hand page

fC!l~...

(D~A. TIlACtt n

Marge I think I m gomg to get th<ll Job workmg m the perfume boutiqnel

C"arla Really? And you weren t even vcry gung-ho ilbout gomg to the mtelVlew You were so
blase about It

Marge Are you kJddmg? l WdS full of angst I alway!> feel lIke ,>uch a kiutz clt mtelVlews And
workJng behind a counter Isn t exactly my forte

C"arla So, what happened at the mtelVlew that make!> you thmk you gOt the Job)

Margr Well, I figured 1l was gomg to be ltke all the other mwlVlcws I ve been on this week
Either III be mterviewed by a prima donna or some macho guy who think!> women
should kowtow to the boss Anyway as soon as I walked in. the nicest woman greeted
me We had mstant camaraderie and I kept haVIng this feeling that I knew her l can't
tell you whclt we said verbatim but after a few moment!> we realized that we were
be"t friend,> in kindergartenI

~s) fOREIGN WORDS USED IN EVERYDAY CONVERSATION
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.. DIALOGUE TRANSLATED INTO STANDARD ENGLISH
LET'S SEE HOW MUCH YOU REMEMBERI
Just for fun, move around In random order 10 the words and
expressions m boldface below. See If you Cdn remember their
slang equivalents without looking at Ihe left hand page l

Marge I thmk I'm gomg to get thdt Job worlung m the perfume shopl

Carla Redlly? And you weren t even vel)' enthusiastic dbout gomg to the mtervlCW You
were so casual about It

Marge Are you klddmg? l wa~ full of anxiety I dlways feel like such an awkward person
at inteTVlews And workmg behmd a coumer isn t exaclly my specialty

Carla So, what happened a! the mteTVlew tha! makes you thmk you gOt the Job?

Marge Well I figured It was gomg to be like all the other mteTVlews I've been on thIS week
Either I'll be ImeTVlewcd by dn arrogant woman or ~ome overly masculine guy
who thmks women should act in a subserviant manner to the boss. Anyway, as
soon as I walked m the nicest woman greeted me We had m.,tant friendly feelings
toward each other dnd l kept haVlng thl~ feeling thilt I knew her I can t tell you
what we said in the exact words but after a few moments we realized that we
were best friends in our first year of primary school l



~
~...

co-.... rUCK 11

~it!)j
CD-A: TUCK U

,:t·n:1t'lIJ:·';8;·1:'J!,;i,:i j 1t',tt:t,t-lfJ "
J also feel such and whenever J•••

The dIalogue below demon~trateshow the slang conver"atlon
on the previous page would really be ~pokenby native speakers'

Marge I thmk I m gonna get that lob workmg m the perfume boudqne'

Carla Really? An you wem even very gung.ho about gOing ta the m'elVlew You were ~o

blase aboud It

Marge You ktddmg? I w z full evangst I ahwee7 feel like such il klntz 'Id m'elVlew, An
workmg behind a coun er Isn exactly my forte

Carla So what happened It the m elVlCW that make~ yd thmk ya gOt the lob?

Marge Well, I figured It w z gonnd be like all the other In elVlews I ve been on thl" week Elthcr
a 11 be m elVlewed by a prima donna r ,,'m macho guy 00 thinks women should
kowtow ta the boss Anyway dS soon ez I walked In the nicest womdn greeded me
We had Instant camaraderie an' 1kept haVlng thIS feeling th d 1knew er 1Cdn t tell
ya what we said verbaclim, b'd after a few moment" we realized th't wc were best
friends 'n kindergarden!

Lesson 5 • MARGE IS THE 81GGUT KLUTZ'!

C. DIALOGUE USING "REAL SPEAK"

VOCABULARY
The folloVJIng word~ and expressIons were used In thc prevIOUS
dlalogue~ Let" take a closer look at what they medn

angst n (from German) a leellng of anxiety

.,:t.t:iBM I feel such angst whenever the boss come') to reVIew the
employees' He s always ')0 CntlcaJl

1/ t!'iltW hi I feel such allJl[iety whenevel the boss comes to reVIew
the employees' He ~ dlways so ctitical~

WWijJUe I feel such angst whenever the bo~ comes tu reVIew the
employees' He s ahweez so cridicaJl

® FOREIGN WORDS USED IN EVERYDAY CONVERSATION
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, (from French) indifferent uninterested

MU.':W- Nothing Impres~e~Elizabeth anymore ~he I,', blase about
everything

"'.l:JltW l'Jj Nothing Impresse<; Elizabeth anymore She 1<; indif­
ferent about everything

ca m'IU,'. Nothmg Impre<;<;es Elizabeth anymore She sblase aboud
ev'rything

,:·4,1-1'1: lil<·t'J!&;j,tif;:t·tlit'!·tiJ:W
How could )Iou possibl)l be blase about...r

(from French) a ~mdll <;hop that ,',ell~ <;peclalty Items

--------"":'~--, M!:l,f:iB- My mother wor~ In d clothing boutique In Beverly HIII<;
She meet,', mOVIe stars every dayl

1/ t!Iil!W i'N My mother works in d clothing shop In Beverly HIlls, She
meets mOVIe ~tars every day'

181'0t':jj My mother wor~ n d clothing boutique n Beverly Hills
She meets mOVIe <;tar<; ev'ry day'

I::·'~il' Pi: liMe:-':';!",,:!);:, iSt!'! ;iJ iI
lalwa)ls bU)I... at the boutique down the .street.

(from French) d feeling of friendship among people

r--------~~--, ME'M!- The camaraderie of our enttre staff IS what mdkes thiS
company function ~(J effiCIently dnd successfully

Cl t@''\1! ]'11 The feeling of friendship of our entire staff IS what
make'i thi~ company function so efficiemly and ,',ucce<;<;
fully

AW'lJuil The camaraderie ev ar entlTe Malt e7 whdt make<; thl<;
comp ny lunction so efficiently 'n <;ucces<;fully

'.'i-E'I' III :·'tl{ t:iJ!3;I,:JJ;:r tBti!·l iJ iI
I admire the camaraderie belween...and...

pronounced "fortdY or 'fort) a skIll at whIch a person exceb

,...----------., MH,':iB- Bakmg has alway,<, been my dum's forte For my bIrthday
she mddc me d cake that was 12 feet talP

1/ tl'il!W i'N Baking hd,', dlwdY~ been my aunt's skiD at which she
excels For my birthddy ~he milde me d cake that was 12
feet tall I

18"18"jj Baking ~ dhweel been my aunt's fonay Fer my birthday,
she made me a cake that w 7. 12 feet tdlP

Nole The noun (orte I,', often mispronounced by Amencans, who
typIcally <;ay "for ray' Instead of "torte WhiCh, according
to the dlctlondry I~ the correct pronuncIation "For ray" IS
only correct when used In a mU~lcill context In whKh It

meam to perfom the musIc 'loudly"

la·]:,?-:,': 'II!(·tP;',il,.'f;OUf!'!·:',*
... is m)l forte!

FOIU:IGN WORDS USED IN EVERYDAY CONVEItSATION
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,:,'Ung-ho ad] (from Chme~e) enthu~la~tlc

-¥:t':w- We're dll gung-ho dbout the cdmpmg mp Ihl,) weekend
It s gOing 10 be so much fun!

Cl 'l:titW l'lI We're all enthusiastic abOUI the campmg tnp Ihl
weekend It's going to be ~o much fun l

ca WiiUUti W rail gung-ho aboutthe campmg trip thl~ weekend It·
gonnd be ~o much fun l

iil·J1,id'1 :·jIIBMBif,:rJWW,nliJ»
J'm reQII3I IUng-ho Qbout...

~n n (from German) cl pre fir')l grade program for four year old 10 sIX-year old chlldrer
j mtroductlon to ~chool

-&:":WW My grdnd~on goes 10 a kindergarten for excepllona
children. He can already read and write In faCI, he jue;
~tarted to wnte cl noveP

1/ t"ilWi·i'N My grdnd~on goe~ to d pre-first grade school for ex
ceptional children He can already read and wnte In fact
he just started to wrtlC d novel I

'WiiJUJij My gran'son goe~ 10 d kindergarden fer exceptlona
children He c n ahready read n wnte In fact, e Jm
started ta wrlde a noveP

,,'t '~iJi·f'I: ',IR·t;IJ!;il,:!I;U ttj('!·IJJ»
K/dph is going to siRrt kindergQrten in•••

om Ylddl~h) d <.Ium<;y person

-F':"!- Chfford is such a k1utz l He spilled coffee all over hie; nev.
computer!

1/ t,'IWfIf JiN Clifford i~ ~uch cl clumsy person' He spIlled coffee al
ovel hl~ new computer!

',''''''iE'3il Cllfford s such cl kiutz l He e;pll1ed coffee all over le; nev.
c'mpuder l

I:: 1',lt-l11:·j,I{·tpJ!;;i,:',;n,tB('!·1i'»
J'm such Q k,u'z! TodQ3I J...

_v_.v_ [to someone] (to) u (from Chinese) to act In cl vel)' submle;slve and sub~elV1en

manner

-¥:l.f:W- Our new boss expects evel)'one to kowtow 10 him Ou
old bo~ tredted evel)'one as equab

Ii tl3!Wt lji Our new boss expeCI~ everyone 10 act in a very sub
missive and subservient manner toward him Ou
old boss treated evel)'one as equals

'WiUUJij Ar new bo~s expec s eV'l)'one td kowtow to Im Ar 01
boss Ireaded ev I)'one eL equals

':·::1'·:;' :·1'1·: Jp;!;;" HI; :1.'11(' ~'1I1 »
J.... tired of being e*peded to kowtow to...

fOA£IGfI WORDS USED IN EVERYDAY CONVEIUATIOI
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.-acho ad) (from Spdnt~h) manly In an aggressIve and even eXdggerdted way

M; 1,9:1 UM Ever since Ed ~tarted gCltl ng muscular, he s been acting so
machoI I prefer a guy who IS scnsitivc, ,>weet dnd not
afraid to ~how his emotion~

ill ti'IltW l'i Ever since Ed started getting muscular he ~ been dctmg ~o

manly in an aggressive and even exaggerated
way' I prcfcr d guy who IS ~ensitive, ~weet, and not afraId
to show hIS emotlons

AW'lJ!.!:jj Ever since Ed starded geddlng musculcr, hc '> been dUmg
SO macho! l prefcr d guy who ~ scnsidivc, swect, 'n nod
atra"ld ta ,>how 'is cmotion~

'4·eiJt·liJ :·'rl,·t:I;!3ii ,f!j;U,t'ittt·P':W
...tJds so mtJcho tJII the time! J 'hinh he tJds thtJ'
wtJ)I out of imecurit)l.

, Jlll"ima donna n (from Itahan) d tcmperamental and conceited person (c!ther man or woman) • Olt )
the principal femalc singcr In an opcrd compdny

MU.t:WM We were gOing to a,>k Glddy~ to bc part of our communtty
thcatcr but she is such a prima donna that she can t get
along WIth anyonc

ill t!'IltW I'N We were gOing to ask Glddys to be part of our communtty
theatcr but ,>he IS such a temperamental and con·
ceited person that ,>hc cdn't get along WIth anyone

AU!IiJ¥.l:il We were gonna ask Glad~ tu bc pard 'cv 'ar commumdy
thccdcr b't she's such a preema donna th't she can't
ged along with anyone

Synonym diva n

'::-I:I?-:I,.:.) iNSet:' J!tilltt,; f
'
,et1

'
,l!-: i) :w

JtJnet is such tJ primtJ dOJlntJ! ust night...

MU.t:W_ I repedted what NIChold~ ~ald verbatim WIthout chang
mg a word of It

ntj'lltW EN I repedted what NICholds said in his exact words
WIthout chdnging a word of It

AIf j11 Jt\ ,il I rcpcadcd what Nlcholas said verbadim WIthout chang
ing d word ev It

lj·ti{·lil:·J;M{·tmHj,:[f;:r,t!lt,~PI:W
When J Q$hed BrtJd how he WtJs feeling, here's
whtJt he stJid verbtJtim...

c~
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'Hi ANSWERr BUT WlfAT'S THE QUESTIOPn
"'r dlld pldce a check next to the correct

'lf1e answer IS • Quesnons'
o Is Ed excited about stanmg hiS new ,ob?

es, he's very gung-ho o Did your father finally arnve?
Itout it! o Has your uncle been In town long?

""he answer IS Quesnons'
o Why IS Enn laughing?

,ecause she's a prilDa o Why is Mlchelle yelling at everyone?
"lonna and has to have o How does Carol stay In such good shape?"verytbing her way!

ne answer rs . Quesnons
o ]s that musIc] hear COmIng from upstairs?

~es.Myltl'OtherlDusthave 0 Are you getting hungry?
~ed something. Be's 0
Ich a klutz! Did you Just hear II loud crash?

_r IS Quesnons

ie I feel terriltle o Why are you so happy?

J have to go to o Why are you sweating?

In tomorrow and o Why are you workmg on the computer?
~e flying!

le answer IS Quesnons

"!S! Baking is ID' Iorte!
o Did you take these pIctures yourself?
o Did you decorate your house yourself?
o Did you make thiS chocolate cake yourself?

ne answer IS Quesnons.

lleeaase IlDake thelD all
o Why are all your employees so happy?

lOwtow to me. o Why are your employees nervous around you?
o Why do so many people want to work for your

company?

FOREIGN WORDS USED IN EVERYDAY CONVERSATION
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More Foreign Words Used
in Everyday Conversation

W1).tlO) i:ij C nSldenng Meg is so naslY
Barb'ra's s<.lrcilstic remark.'> aboud
er were ah-proh·poh

M!":'nM Consldenng Meg is so nasty
Barbara's sarcilstic remdrks dbout
her were apropos

" ttm;s.: J:Ij Consldenng Meg is so nasty
Barbara's sarcastic reme.trks <tbOUI
her were appropriate

Mp':!;!. I have to leave now Toodaloo'

"t! il'.I.: l'a I have to leave now See you
later!

WI£il!;t':i! I he.tftd leave now Toodaloo'

/';CJrt In .1n e.ttlempl to pronounce this
expression Americans corruplCd
the French pronuncwtion of ah
rooe ah ler to lOodaloo which h[l:,
become popular u~age

Vananon ToocUes!

apropos ad) (pronounced ah proh poh)
appropriate

"A toute a I'beure!" exp (pronounced
loudaloo by Amct;cans) See you Idter'"

\me In lhe foIlowmg examples, all spellings dre
presented as they would flppear in an
American Cnghsh dictionary, usually WlthoUI
the typical French Clccenr marks However
some do retain the Fr0nch accent marks l

'Aillions of Immlgran~ live In the Umted State,> and certamly millions more come to visit. In fcH.-t, mdny
native-born American,> have grand parents from other coumnes who mIgrated here years ago With ,>uch
a melange (French. mixture") of emigres (French "immigrdnts") the list of foreign words used
commonly in the English language goes on ad infinitum (Lmm. "forever") Note that the pronun
ciation given i<; how Americans pronounce these fore!gn word~ not how they would be pronounced by
speakers from their country of origin I

lI' \n'w ;'11 A salad doesn t come Wlth your
dinner, but you can order onc
separately

W,!!!lq) i i! A ~alad doe~n come w th yer
dmner b I 'chu c n order one
ah la kahrt

a la carte exp (pronounced ah la kahrr) refers
to each it0m priced separately on a menu
Mttt:~;!M A salad doesn I cam£' wnh your

dmner but you can order one
a la carte

ambiance 11 (pronoucned ahm b yahns) the
mood credted by e.t pe.tnlcule.tr enVIronment
M;":13'. The lighting In thIS restaurant

creil\C~ a romanlic ambiance

5/ ','n' 11\1'11 The lightlllg III thiS restaurant
creates a romantic mood

1I11?,'f'U;':ij The liding n th's rest runt credle:,
d romun(t)ic ahm-b'yahns

attacbe n, (pronounced ah rah shay) a
dIplomatic officie.tl

MiP;iJ'M 1am gOing to be "ent d~ dn
attache to Ihree different
countries this year

,,' jl!lt\,[ :'11 I am going to be sent uS a
diplomatic offic:iallO three
different countries this year

FOIl£IGN WORDS USED IN EVERYDAY CONVEItSATION
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C. YOU'IU THE AvrHOR
Complete the dialogue uSing the words below When

you re finished perform the dialogue out loud

ANGST

BLASE
BOUTIQUE

CAMARADERIE

FOIlTI

GUNG-HO

KlNOEIlGAIlT£N

ICLUTI

KOWTOW

AACHO

PIUAA DONNA

VEUATIH

Magglc When I was a lIttle gIrl, I had so much about gOing to

I med to dct _____ about Il so that my

parentc; wouldn t be upc;ct but subtlety was never my even as a

child You should have heard me screammg as we drove to the c;chool I had never

been separated from my parents before Also I wac; scared that the other kld~ would

mdke fun of me becdu~e I WdS big for my age and a total I kept

failIng all the tlme l

Su~an What about your tWin brother1 Wa~ he c;creamlng. t001

Magglc No. my brother seemed really dbout It but lookmg bdck on rt

think he Wd<; Juc;t ttylng to be and not let everyone know that he

Wd., Ju~t d~ sLdred Our parents kept telling us that It would be fun and that there would

be d scn~c of among all the kJd~ dnd they were nght l
----------

.)usan l found that. too The Worst part for me wa,<, the teacher I 11 never forget what she

looked like She wore tol1s of make up dnd looked like she had Juc;t come from a

LoC;metlCs 1 She wac; thIS _ who-----

used to teach at an exclUSive school for nch kid~ but hdd to move WIth her huc;band

She hated being at our school She expected all the kJds to to

her The first word~ that came out of her mouth were I am your teacher and you WIll

do exactly as l .,ay dnd nothing more ' And that s _

Maggle She sounds truly channmgl
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macho

klutz

kindergarten

B. FIND YOUR PUUr.cr MATCH
Wmc the number of the slang term or Idiom from Column A
next to ItS matchmg picture m Column B as well as next to Ihe
matching definition In Column C
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W!t'iJJtilj! I m gonna be sent eL. n ah-
tah-shay dn three dlff'rem
countries lh s year

Also: attache case expo a flat
reuungulc.1r briefcase used for
carrying business papers dnd
documents

avant-garde ad}. (pronounced ah uahn gard)
rtldically new and original

_;p:in. Strc.1vm~kywas consIdered
avant-garde in his day but
now he sounds conservative
compared to new music

" , !'iJ' \Ill la ~llravlnsky was conSidered
radically new and original
In his day hut now he sounds
conservutive compared to new
music

; Ill'JUI jj Slravlnsky w 7 considered
ah-vahn-gard 'n 'is duy b t
now e sounL. conservadive
compared da new mUsIc

"80n voyage!" excJam (pronounced bohn
uwah·yaj) "Have cl good trip'"

M;"M'. Don I forget to wnte Bon
voyage'

"t','B' hI 114 Don t forgC'1 10 wnle Have a
good trip'

; !!!!lJHjj Don t ferget la wrne Bohn­
vwah-yai'

bourgeois ad} (pronounced: boor }wah)
mIddle-class c.111d mc.1tcnalistic

MP':q!M Pam s parents are so bourgeois
All they ever do is talk aboul theIr
money

II ' i'll' \It ;'11 Pam s p<1rents are so middie­
c:lass and materialistic All
Ihey ever do I'i wlk about theIr
money

W'V'lill:jj Pam 5 parenls er <;0 boor-
jwah All they ever do 'ez talk
aboUt their money

Now In EnglIsh bourgeOIs does nOl
c.1dd dn "en at the cnd of Ihe
word, as It does in French to
denote tl womun bourgemse

carte blanche exp (pronounced karr blahnsh)
permission to do anything one W(lnts without
tlsking • (lit.) white card (or blank piece of
paper) that onc may fill in as one pleases

-Pt;i;l. My mom guve me carte
blanche to redecorate her
house however I wam

li t\'jl'W 'Ill My mom gc.1ve me permission
to redecorate her house however
I want

; W'lU\ jil My mom gamme kart-blahnsh
ta redecomde er house however
I want

UC'est la vie" r-xp. (pronounced seh lah uee)
"Oh well Such is life" • (lit.): That's life

Mi":I;1. I lost my favont!' walch when
I wa'i on vacutlon C'est la vie

"ijliil,£.i lid Ilosl my ftlvonte walch when
I was on vacation Oh, wen.
Such is life

; lIl'lJ1j il I lost my faY III watch wh n I w I

on vacation Seh·lah·vee

chateau n (pronounced shah roh) ctlstle

Mi":lnM Have you seen our new
corporate headquarters I It s
huge! It looks more like a
chateau than an office bUlldl11g

"tj'llmO'1l Have you seen our new
corporate heudquancrs1 It <;

huge I It look more like c.1 castle
than an office bUilding

; 11 I'jJfl:jil Have ya seen ar new corp nt

headquarders? It's huge! It looks
more like u shah-toh th'n 'n
offic.e building

collage n (pronounced kohl oh) t.I picture
mc.1de by sticking logelher pieces of paper
photographs objects etc

FOaElGN WORDS USED IN EVERYDAY CONVERSATION



WU':WM The artist created her portrait
In <l collage uSing pIeces of
newspapers and tin cans

n' l'nts,: :'4 The artlSI created h"r portra\l In

a work made up of various
pieces of materials glued
together u!>ing ne~paper; and
tin cans

• jllllW:il The ardlst creaded er portred
In a kobl-aj uSing pIeces ev
newspapel'\ n tin can'>

concierge n (pronounced. kon-see air'j) staff
member of a hotel office building or
apartment who is in charge of !>pecial selVlces
for gueSL';

_8 f ':'2!M I m gOing 10 call the concierge
and usk hun to get me two tickets
for the opem this evening

t? tI'e's,! l'lI I m gOing to caU the member of
the hotel staff who is in
charge of special services
fol' guests and ask him to get
me tWO tickets for the opera thiS
evening

RlllllJuil I m gonoil Cull the kon­
see'air'j 'n ask 'im da get me
two ticket'> fer the opera th's
ev ning

connoisseur n (pronounced: kon-eh-ser) an
expert who appreciates a particular field ,;uch
as fine arts food wine CIC

-P':IOI!M Frederick is a connoisseur of
anwork He owns a very rare
collection of fine paintings

fORlIGN WORDS USED IN EVERYDAY CONVERSATION
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ii 1l'!!'SI!l'lI Fredenck I!> un expert and

enthusiast of arrwork He owns
a very rare collection of fine
paintings

R!! 1I1P!:p Fred nck s a kon·eh-ser ev
arrwork. He ownS a very rare
collection ev fine pam(t)ings

debDt (pronounced: day b yoo) • 1. n first
public appearunce • 2. v. to give something or
'>omeone a first public appearance

MU@!•• Fox TV s newest comedy show
made Its debut last week

"Mjl,S,: I'll Fox TV s newest comedy show
m<lde Its first public
appearance last week

Il Il1 'tJHP Fox TV s newe';t com('dy show
made liS day·b'yoo las week

Mn':'J"W Today we are hoping to debut
our new prodUCts before our
competition

iW11!'S.tl'1I Today we ure hoping to give a
first public appearance to
our new products before our
competition

R!llllUi il 1uduy w'r hoping da day·b'yoo
ar new produc's blore ar

competition

deja vu exp (pronounced. day lah voo) the
illUSion of haVIng experienced something
hcfore • 011.): already seen

_p':!;!M I had a sen,;e of deja vu when
I visited Egypt Maybe I was there
In a past lite'

iW71Wtl'lI I had a seru.e ofhaviDg
already been there when
I visited Egypt Maybe I was there
In a past life'

Ii ftilm;l:il Ihdd a sense ev daY-iab voo
wh n I V1sided Egypt Muybe I w 7

there n a pas life I

double entendre exp (pronounced duh b I
ahn lahn druh) double meaning (one of which
I'; often suggestive and !>exual)

_. P:WM Every time I walk Into my
manager s office he gives me
strange look!> ,.md everythmg he
say'> has a double entendre
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ii !,WtS,( l d EveI)' llme I walk Into my
manager's office, he gives me
strange looks and evetything he
says ha<; a double meaning

1# ''''W' ill Ev ry time I wulk Inda my
muni:lger s office he gJve~ me
Strange look.., n ev tything e say.,
has a dub·b'l ahn-tahn-druh

NolI' Strangely enough the expression
double enrendrc does nOl even
exist in French l Americans simply
Invented it. Instead, the French
~lmply say double sem, literally
meaning double sense."

echelon n (pronounced: eh-shah lahn) level of
authonty or management in a business
_4 P;IHM My company cut htllf its staff thts

year but the upper echelon gOt
huge bonuses

5/ ','/i' 11: I'll My company CUI half Its st..tff thiS
year but the upper level of
management got hugp
bonw,es

; lIi'lB':iIl My comp ny CUI hall11s sttlff thl~

year b I the upper eh·sbab­
lahn ev officers got hugp
bonuses

eclair n (pronounced ee klQlr) a narrow pastry
filled wnh custard and topped Wlth chocolate
icing
-P':IOI!. My ftlvonte past\)' IS un eclair

I like to eat the ends off first, then
eat my way loward the mIddle
where ]'11 find the most cuswrd

/- ~

C~.~
ii !,\ V'S.! ;:R My favonle pastry l~ d narrow

pastry filled with custard
and topped with chocolate
icing. (like to eat Ihe ends off
first then cat my WdY toward the
middle where III find thp most
custard

1# ll'iUUa My fav nl pa.,try" n ee-klair
I like ta cat the enL otffirst, th n
cat my way lOrd the middle
where n'll fin' the' mos' custard

elite (pronounced: ce leer) • I. n. the highest
duss of people· 2. adj specially selected a~

the best

Wp':')!'. Only the elite altended the
opening nighl of Ihe opera

iW'Il'ill hj Only the highest class 0'­
people attended the opening
night of the opera

"31 !'lW il Only the ee·leed 1mended the
opening mghl a the op ra

1;":I;JlfI An elite group of pertormer~
was invlted to contribute la the
opening of the new pelforming
tlrt~ bUIlding

"'I'f!'!;\.! l'Jj A specially selected group of
performers wus invited to

contribute to the opening of the
new performmg tlrb building

; !?,jl!)lt:jj An ee·leet group a performer~

w'z invided tu contribute tu the
opening a Ihe new pertormlllg
tlrts bUilding

en route exp (pronounced on rooc) on thC' way
-i:GtW- We were en route to the tllrport

whe'n I remembered thm I Idt
the pl<.lne lickets tlt home l

U I "BW: :'D We were on the way 10 the
airport when I remembered thtlt
llcft the plane tickcb ilt home l

IiI W'lJI' ill We WNe on root tu the airport
wh'n I remembered th d llcn the
plane tickets 'it home l

ennui n. (pronounced on wee) boredom
weariness and discontent.
-pt;rnM '\lathing intere~t~ me anymore.

I m filled with complete' ennui
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il11'h'1i! l'd Nothing Interests me anymore
I m filled with complete ennui

"!!,!J1J.' il Nothmg Int ress me dnymore I m
filled w'th complede on-wee

ensem.,le n. (pronounced. on sahm bl)
• 1. u coordinaled set of clothing· 2. a small
musIc of performing musician~

_;If:WJIM Ann always buys inexpenSIve
u~ed clothing but her
ensembles c11ways look great l

U1f'Il'5I! ;'11 /\nn always bUyS inexpensive
used Clothing but her coordin·
ated sets of clothing always
look greal l

; !!.lUll' il Ann ahwecz bu~ inexpensive
used clothing bUd er on·
sabm·blz ahweeL look great'

*pr;I;!J!W DaVld performs wlIh hIS
ensemble at <;everdl nightclubs
In the ciry

It tl'l!!;W t'4 DaVld perform~ Wlth hiS sman
music group ill several
nIghtclubs in the ciry

; ':0;"0. ':jj DaVld performs Wllh hIs
ensemble at ~everdl mghtclubs
In the clry

entree n (pronounced on rray) • I. the main
course of a meal • 2. mec1ns of entry· (ht )
entrance

-Pt;l;BIM The entree wu~ d leg of lamb
which was delicious but the
vegetables were overcooked

,,','/l'B: I'd The main course Wd~ d leg of
l<.lmb which wu;, delicious but the
vegetables were overcooked

Iil!"JUlij lheon·traywzaleg a lamb
which w'z delicious b t the
veggles were overcooked

*;":IJ"!W Ted s fnend~hlp Wlth Senator
Olson WaS hiS entree into the
world of politics

"tl:llWt :jI Ted s friendshIp with Senator
Olson was hIS means of entry
Into the world of politics

; lIl'iJ" jI Ted s fnen ship w Ih Senader
Ol5On was 'is on-tray inta the
world ev politiD

roll£lGN WORDS VSED IN EVERYDAY CONVERSATION
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faux pas exp (pronounced foh pah) dn

embarrc1sslng mistake made in one's mdnners
or social conduct· Oit.): false step
Wn@!_ Cordon made the faux pas of

burping in front of the president
of our company'

Ii 11'Il'S/t :'4 Gordon made the embarrass­
ing mistake In his manners
of burping In from of the
president of our companyl

ill lilU':. Cordon made Ihe foh-pah ev
burping In fronna the pre~ldem

cv ar comp nyl

£iDesse n (pronounced ~n es) dehcdc.y ,md ~kllI

In managing a sensitive Situation

MP':!,!!. We hired Jlm to work In our
complain! department becau;,e of
his finesse in speaking Wlth
unhappy customers

51 'f'Il'5I!; 11 We hired Jlm co work In our
complaint department becau~e of
hiS delicacy and skiU in
speaking WIth unhappy
customers

; Wim:l:jj We hired Jlffi da work n <lr
complaint department b COl ev
'IS fin-es n speaking W th
unhdPPY custamers

gauche ad] (pronounced gohsh) SOCially
Insensitive· Oit) left

-pt:!n. III never take Jcrry 10 an elegant
pany again. He a<;kcd the hostess
how much she paid for her pearl
necklace' He's so gauche
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ell I'il!W jlJj III never take Jeny to an elegdnt
party again He asked the hostess
how much she paid for her pearl
necklaceI He c; <;0 socially
insensitive

'WIl1Il:ij A 11 never take Jerry to n elegant
pardy again. He ast the hostess
how much she paid fer her pearl
necklace' He s so gohsh

gourmet· (pronounced. goor may) I. n a
person devoted 10 fine food and dnnk • 2. ad)
pertaming to fine food and dining

Mi p;''''* A gourmet like Phllip I" used 10

eating In the best restaurunts In

the world but he'l) always join hiS
frIends for a hamburger

./ t' m'W :'11 A lover of fine food and
drink like Philip b used to
eatmg in the best reStaurants In
the world but he'll always lOin hi"
fnendc; for a hamburger

IR !t!I!JI ':il A goor-may like Philip s usta
edding n the best rest' rams 'n
the world b d 'e'lI ahweez join IS

frenz fer a burger

liI,';q'l, You'l) find that one of the
benefiLc; of being an executlve
with our company is access to
our gourmet dining room for
entertaining clients.

.a tl.'!li £It :'11 You'll find that onc of the
benefits of being an exeCUllve
with our company is access to
our fine food dining room for
entertaintng clients

"WJIJ" jj You I) find th t one a the benefitS
ev being n execudlve w th dr

comp ny IS access ta ar
goor-may dining room fer
en(t)enalning clients

haute couture exp (pronounced ohl koo wor)
high fashion

MitlM'- Lily mdulges herself and buys one
haute couture dress per year

It tlw!g :'11 Lily mdulge!-> her~elf and buys one
high fashion dress per yedr

;' iI 'nil' i1 Lily Indulges crsclf n bUys one
oht-koo-toor dress per year

AI~o haute cuisine exp
(pronounced: ohr kWl-zeen)
gourmet cooking or food

bors d'oeuvre exp (pronounced or duru)
appetizer, food u"ed to stimulate the appeute
before dmner

Mp':in_ I sure hope they re gOIng to ~erve

hors d'oeuvl'es since we men t
going to have dinner for dn hour'

It rl'llW( :11 I sure hope they re gOing to ~erve

appetizers since we aren'l
going to hdve dinner for an hour'

Ij/ lIjlqll:i1 Isher hope they re gonna serve
Ol'-durvz smce we aren't gonnd
have dinner fer n hour'

ie ne sais quoi expo (pronounced )e ne
say kwah) dn indescribable (usually pleasing)
quality· (lit.) I don't know whdt

Mi":'a. Murk hus charmed our whole
fumily with his special je ne sais
quoi

.1 r l'lltW: 11 Mark ha<; chdrmed our whole
famIly Wlth hiS specIal
indescribable quality

"jI "lJt! jj Mark 'iz charmed dr whole
lam'ly with 'is special je-ne-say­
kwah

joie de vivre expo (pronounced: )wah-de ueeu)
a joy ot being alive· Oit) joy of living

WPt:LB. Cdral s poslllve dtllrude and ioie
de vivre are what keep her
young

" i,l:ll! W! 11 Carol s positive dtllrude and joy
of being alive are whm keep
her young.

Ij/ "! '1HI iI Carol ~ posidtve addllude n
jwah-de-veev er whal keep
er young

laissez-faire expo (pronounced leh ~ay fmr)
d policy of noninterference

Mi":!;!- Our new boss has a Iaissez­
fail'e dttitude about his
employees. He gives them
dssignments and then never
Interferes with how they get
them done
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"ri'!J"S.tl'§ Our new boss ha.'> d policy of
noninterierence aboUt hIs
employccs. He glvcs them
assignments and then never
Interferes WIth how they get
them done.

;' It'IOl' ij Ar new boss has a leh-say-fair
addilude about 'is employees. He
gives 'cm assignment<; 'n then
never in'erferes VJith how they
get cm done

.mtre d'hotel exp. (pronounced: may der dee
because Americans always drop the word
horel from this expression) headwditer • (ht )
master of the eswblishment
_P':!;'W The restaurant IS full but don t

war ry The Dlaitre d'hotel
knoW.'> me well and always findS
me d tdble

lJ owll: :'11 The restaurant IS full but don't
worry. The headwaiter know<'
me well dnd always finds me a
table

'" '"11;»131 The' rest rant s full b t don worry
The may-der-dee know; me
well 'n ahweez finz me a table

malaise n (pronounced mah lez) mental or
physical discomfort

_31':';'. ThtS malaise [ve been feeling
for the last week makes me thInk
I m gelting <;Ick

It tl:j!!:W :'11 Thl.'> physical discomfort I ve
been feeling for Ihe last week
mdke.'> me think J m getting sIck

FOAlIGN WORDS USED IN EVERYDAY CONVERSATION
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W'".iiiJtt:i1 The mah-In I been feeling fer

the las week makes me thmk I m
getting sick

Mardi Gras exp (pronounced mah r dee grah)
a celebration c1imaxmg the day before Lent
famous in some cities such a.'> New Orleans
dnd Rio de Janeiro where the festivities are
VJild and attract huge crowds· (lit.): fat
Tuesday (the day before Ash Wednesday)

-J £t;iJ!M I pdnlcd for three ddYs straIght al
Mardi Gras in New Orleans last
yedr

It r j'ii!!:\It:'h 1panted for three days straIght al
the celebration just before
Lent In New Orleans last year

;' 1I j lla j iI I pardled fer Ihree days straIght 11
mahr-dee-grah 'n New Orleens
last year

melee n (pronounced may lay) a nOIsy
disorderly fight among several people

MJ £i:iJl. A melee eruplCd when the
police Ined to hold back rhe
demonstrators

Ii r!'!!Wi ;'11 A noisy, disorderly fight
erupled when the police tned to
hold back the demonstrators

IR lII'jJ1,\ iI A may-lay erupte'd when the
palice tried da hold back the
demonstrader.'>

menage a trois exp (pronounced: may na) ah
fWah) an arrangemcm In which three people
hdve sexual relations· (ht) household of
three

Mp':';l. 1thought AI was haVIng an affair
IIJ1th Ihe nanny but his IIJ1fe is
Involved 100 They're haVIng a
menage a trois'

./ ti1l ..m::11 I thought AI Wd.'> hdVlng an aftalr
IIJ1th the nanny but hiS \Nlfe is
Involved. tOO They re haVIng a
three-way sexual relation­
Shipl

;' I1 IIW l:ij llhod Al w z haVIng n affaIr w th
rhe nanny b d 'is IIJ1k's involve
too The'y're haVIng a may-naj
ahtwah'
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milieu n (pronounced meel yoo) one .,
cnVlronme'nl

-E':'n- FranClne IS arrogant because she
grew up in a milieu of rich
people Her fUlher IS one of the
richesl men in Ihe city

,,'"Hth[ l'!1 Francme I.'> ,,lITogJnt becdu.'>e .'>he
grew up 111 an environment of
m.h people Her father IS one of
the nchest men In the City

ii',!!.ijlJttil Franclne s arrag nJ b CUL she
grew up n J meel-yoo ev rich
people Her father's one a the
nche'sl men n the cldy

naive ad]. (pronounced: nah·yeev) • I. sImple
and unsophisticated· 2. lnexpenem.ed in lIfe

-i"P'JiJtM Ted IS very naive He tru~ts

everyone

'W'llfWi'd Te'd IS very simple and
unsophisticated He trusts
everyone

;: '''f'U.,:ij Ted s very nah-yeev He truss
ev ryone

Ipi;jJ"" Lany needs to travel thc world
for cl while in order 10 grow up
He s still very naive

"tj'!!,%( l'd Lclny needs to travel the world
for cl while in order to grow up
He s still very inexperienced
in life

ii'1"lIq»t:ij Lany needs ta travel the world
fer a while' n order dOl grow up
He s slill very nah-yeev

Nore In French nalLJe IS the femmmc
form of Ihe word while naifis the
masculinc form However, in
English only the feminine form
is u<;ed wnhout the uccent mark

Also naivete or naivety n

(pronounced: nah eev·ray) a lack
of ~ophislicalionor expenence of
life

nOm de plume exp (pronounced. nal1m·de
ploom) a nclme cl wmer Invents when he/she
doesn't want to he known by hisiher reul
nume • Oit)· pen nume

-;":WM A lot of authors wme books and
want la keep Iheir identity
unknown fhat's why they use a
nom de plume

Cl ?I5l!.W :11 A lot 01 aUlhors wrltC book!, and
wam 10 keep their identity
unknown That\ why they use dn
invented name

ii'lli'lUf:ij A lot ev authers wme books n
wanna keep their Iden'idy
unknown That's why they use a
nohm-de-ploom

nouveau riche exp (pronounced: noo vah
reesh) a person who has gained hisiher weulth
relalively recently· OiL}: new rich
-p':W. Don'l you find that many of Ihe

nouveaux riches like to .,how
off Iheir weallh?

""'!!iSH l'd Don t you find that mJny of the
newly rich like to show off
their wcallh I

IIf j'jOlll:. Dontcha fine th t many a the
noo-voh reesh like ta show off
thclr WCJlth7

Nore Whether In Ihe singular form
nouveau riche, or plural form
nouveaux riches, the pronuncla
lion IS Ihe .'>Jme l

nouveUe cuisine exp (pronounced noo-vel
kwee-zeen) u modern healthier style of French
cooking
_6'.;1;•• NouveUe cuisine IS lighter

than truditlone.tl French food, hut
the ponions are so ~mal1 the.tt I'm
.'>nll hungry al Ihe' end of the
meal l

n 'I'm;};l j:JI The modern style o£ French
cooking is lighter lhan
traditional French food but the
ponion!; are so small that I m still
hungry at the end of the meal'
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; ltill1i\:W! I like the fac rh't noo-vel
kwee-zeen s lider th n
tradlllonal French food b t rhe
panions er so small rh d I m still
hungry It the end 'a (he meal'

passe ad) (pronounced pan say) Qut of delte no
longer fashionelble • (lit) pa~1

M£":lOil- You sulllisten to dl~co musIc I

1 har's so passe'

.", iIJ!aI' :'h You ~1I1l listen to dIsCO music?
That's so unfashionable'

"!1,!jlJ" i! Yu still listen da disco music?
That's so pah-say'

piece de risistanee expo (pronounced:
pee yes de ray zee~ rahns) the outstanding Item
In a collection
M;It;,U* The new producllon ofCannen I~

the piece de resistance of the
opera season

51 t.,./l'W ;'11 The new production ot Carmen IS

the most outstanding feature
of rhe operd seuson

; ""!JHi! The new praducllon ev
Carmen's the pee'yes de
ray-zees-tahns 'ev the op ra
season

potpourri n (pronounced: pah pao reel • 1. a
mIxture of unrelated elemenls • 2. a mLXture
at' dricd nower~ and spice'> kept in u special Jar
or bowl elnd left open in a room for their
fragrance· (lit.). rotten pot

-P';i1'J. We- went to a concen last nlghr
and heard el potpourri of
musical compositions, each one
very different from the other

lJ t"!i'W :'11 We went to a concert last nlghl
and heard a mixture of musIcal
compo~itiom, each one very
different from the other.

; m'!JHi! We went 10 a concen la<, mde n
heard a pOh-poo-ree ev
musical compasitions eelch one
very dilfrel1l fr'm the other.

_p':m,. RJtd dlwel~ keeps d bowl of
potpourri in her house to make
everything ~mell nice

FOAlIGN WORDS USED IN EVERYDAY CONVE.IUATION
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'J tl'IJ!\.Il'li RJtel ellw<lY~ keep~ d bowl of

dried flowers and spices tn

her hou~e to make everything
smell nice

"j' IflUt:il Reedel ahweez keeps a bowl el
potpourri 'n 'er home ta melke
ev rythlng <,mcll nice

respondez s'il vous plait exp always
written as R S. VP elnd used on an invitation
to indicme that the favor of a repJy is
requested • (lil.): respond please
M;It:,)4* We need to R.S.V.P. 10 ::,usan s

Invl1ation by this Wednesday

51 tl:liW: I'll We need la respond to Susan <,
inVItation by this Wednesday

""''''iJi'il We need del R.S.V.P. da Susdn s
inVItation by this Wen sday

risque adl (pronounced no; kay) .,exucl1ly
suggestive

MP':!,!!. The play we SelW wasn t obscene
enough for lhe aUlhontlcs to

close it down but it sure Wi.lS
risque

"t"Bthl: 11 The play we saw wasn 1 obscene­
enough for the authOrities to
close It down but it sure Wel.,
sexually suggestive

, !i! 11m iI I he play we saw wasn abscene
enuf fer thc dthoridle~ ta close I!

down b d it sher w\ ris-kay

salon n. (pronounced suh Jann) a sho[l offenng a
specific service or product
M4 1,';WM My mother goes to the bCeluty

salon every week That 5 why
her huir alwa~ looks so perfecl

(I I!'lltS,( l:II My mother goe~ to the beeluty
shop every week That's why her
hair always looks so perfect
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IQmtUII:i MymOlhN goe~ d.:) the beaudy
suh-Iahn ev'ry week That's
why er hair tlhweez looks '>0

perfect

savoir-faire exp (pronounced: sah-uwah-falr)
,.In ablll1y 10 suy or do the appropriJte thing In

any <;ilUation • (ht) to know whut to do

"t!?iW! 1'4 Cllnl IS a great person to travel
Wllh because he has Iremendous
savoir-iaire and can hdndle
dny cuhurul misunderSlanding

"tl'o.m :'4 C..IlnllS a grctlt person 10 trtlvel
with because he has tremendous
ability to say or do the
appropriate thing and can
handle any cultural misunder
'ilUnding

Rit"IJt1 i1 Chnt s a great person da trav,,1
with cuz e as tremendous
sah-vwah-fair n c n handle
ilny cultural misunderstanding

A/so savvy n (pronounced: ,,0 uee
- an Amencan variution of Ihe

French ....auoir·faire) practlcuJ
understanding and common
"ense

soupe du jour exp (pronounced: ....aup doo
joar) a soup feulured by a restaurant on el
paniculm day· (lit ): soup of the dtly

_P':iUM Have the soupe du jour It s il
chicken noodle loday and it's
dc1iciou~

,/ tj'm;W ;'4 Htlve the soup of the day. I1 s a
chicken noodle today and it's
delicious

W!!ifl;»l:i! Have Ihe soop doo joor. It s a
chicken noodle taday 'n it's
dclicioU!>

souvenir n (pronounced: seJO-ven-eer) an
objcct that one purchases while on vacation a<,
a reminder of the tnp • (hl.): trom French
sauuenir meaning "to remember

-. It:W. When I went to Italy, I bought tl
little plastic replica of the Leamng
Tower of PIzza It will be tl nice
souvenir

IJ t I ilWt:jj When I went 10 haly, I bought tl
Imle plustic replica of the Leaning
Tower of Pi7.7a It will b" a nice
object that wiU remind me
of my trip

R"!Iq Ii:jj When I went ta Idelly, I bod a
hddle plastic replica of the
Leaning Tower'ev I1zZi.! Id 11
be a nice soo-ven-eer.

tete·a-t~teexp (pronounced. wy d oh ray!)
tl pnvate conversation usually between two
people

_!t';W- J have somerhlng Important to

ltllk abOUl with you I think it
would be better to go to my
oflicf' where we can be alone
tlnd hdve a tete-a-tete

""'!!' SI! :'Jj I htlve something Importtlnt to
tdlk about with you I thmk 11

would be bet\f'r to go to my
office where we can be alone
elnd have a private
conversation

W'?,'flut:jj I elve somethll1g Import nt la lalk
aboul w th you I think it'd be
bedder do. go dtl my olfice whNe
we c n be ulone n helve a
tay'd-ah-tay't

"Toucbe!" exr.1. (pronounced. too"r.hay) fin
c"clumation used 10 acknowledge a clever
r('mark

-41':",. -Is Manlyn stupld?1 ~he htl~ to
get smarter to be considered
slUpid'

- Touche I

II tl'iJ'W: a - Is Manlyn stupId?: She hd~ to
get smarter to be considered
~tupidl

What a c:lever remark'

Wfif;I'im:Wl ];, Manlyn ....tupld?1 She hasttl
gCt smarder do. be considered
stupid!

- Tou-c:hayl

Onj;1n A fenCIng e"pression u~ed as an
exclamation by one fencer who
touches the other fencer Wlth the
"word
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"Voila!" exclam (pronounced. uwah lah) <.In
exclamation used 10 express succeS1:> or
satisfaction • Oil.)· "There·

-E%!* Voila! That's my enllre plan for
getting the money 10 buy a new
house So whi1l do you think?

"i!'Il'\i[ I'A There' That s my entire plan for
getting the' money to buy a new
house' So wh<.lt do you thtnk?

; lIi'p' ri! Vwah-Iah' That\ my enure
plan fer gedding the money da
buy d new house! So whaddy y<.l
think?

Nore This exclamation IS commonly
u~ed by m<.lgicians Just as they
revedl the magic trick

GEvtAN

ersatz ad}. (pronounced er zahls) anilicial
imitalion

_P':IJ'. I never buy cakes from lhe
supermarket because they alwa~

use ersatz ingredients I prefer a
cake that s homem<.lde

"tl'!l'\,[ I'A I never buy cakes from the
.'>uperrnarket because they alway<;
use artificial ingredients
I prefer a cake that's homemade

; I!;',q' ':ij I never buy cakes fr'm the
.,uperrnarket b'cuz they ahweeL
use er-zatz ingredients. I prafer
a cake that's homemade

"Gesundheit!" exclam (pronounced
geh zun-rah'eer) an expression used 10 WIsh
someone good health. especially after that
perc;on has just sneezed • Oil ). health

_i lt:!;!. That wa., <.I big sneezeI

Gesundheit' I hope you re nOt
catchmg a cold.

./ t\1!W! l'li fhat wa.'> a blg!>necze l Good
health' I hope you're nOI
catchmg a cold.

; Ij"iW:il That w'z a big sneel.e l

Geh·zun-tah'eet' I hope y"r not
catching d cold
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kaput (to go) expo (pronounced kah pur) to

break to stop functioning
_pt:i:p* Ed doesn t have much luck

Everything he touches seem., to
go kaput l

51 i !'IlfW l'ij Ed doe.'>n t have much luck
Everything he touchc,; sCe'ms to
break'

; ltl'jJ» jV Ed doc~n have much luck
Ev rything e touches seems da
go kah-put'

verboten ad}. (pronounced: uer boh-ren or
(er-boh-len as pronounced by a native' speaker
of German) forbidden

-p':'n- I told our guests lhdt smoking IS
verboten In our house

l/tl'Il'W J'A I told our guests then smoking IS

forbidden in our house

"'?;iilW:il I !Old ar guests th 1 ';mokmg ez
ver-boh-ten n ar house

wunderkind n (pronounced wun der klnl)
a prodI6'Y. a person who succeeds at
something at a relatively early age

-!' ':1;1* Any chtld who finishes college al
ten and startS an Intemet
business is truly a wunderkind

"tj'I,'WJ'Jj Any child who fimshes college at
ten and st<.lns an Inlemet
businc<;s I~ truly a child
prodigy

III lIi'jJll:il Any chIld 00 finishes college 1l

ten 'n stard n In(t)ernet bizness
ez truly a wun-der-kint
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ITALIAN

a cappeUa exp (pronounced ah kah peh-Ian)
wnhout Instrumental accompaniment· (lit.)
In the manner of a chapel choir
_ill:I:!4 1 he ~inger performed the

concert a cappeUa He dldn t
even need c.l bclnd'

11 t' 'lits.: :'11 The sInger performed the
concert without instrumen­
tal accompaniment He dldn t
even need a band'

lit mllJ":p The smger performed Ihe
concerd ah kah-peh-lah He
didn' even need c.l band'

al dente exp (pronounced. ahl den cay)
relerring to pasta or vegetables that have been
cooked so Ihat they arc firm to the bitl' and
not too soft· (lIt) to the tooth

-.PM!* Pastil need~ to be cooked
al dente or It may get soft

11 PI '!I !!;s/:J'11 Pasta needs to be cooked
so that it has some firmness
or it may get soft

"Wiji":i! Pastd need.'> ta be cooked ahl
den-tay r 11 may get soft.

aria n (pronounced: ah-ree ya) a melody ,>ung
solo u~uully III un operu

-a'ua. Vloletta s big aria IS at the end
of the firsl aCt of La Trauiaca

./ t!'!j!:W ;'11 Vtolelta s big solo IS at the end
of the first act of La Trauiara

111 1£"12Uij Violetla's big ah-ree-ya's 'H
the end 'a the first act '('v La
TraUlala

caRe latte exp (pronounced. cah (ay lah tay)
c.l drink of strong espresso and steamed milk

-att:w* J prefer c:afie latte to regular
Americun coffee which is a lot
weaker

II PiU' SIt :'11 Iprefer strong espresso
coHee and steamed milk to
regular American coITee whIch IS
a 101 weaker

1I1"1lm!:ij Iprefer c:ah-iay lah-tay la
regular American coffee whIch
ez a lor weclker

Nore A caffe lane IS commonly
~hortened to laHe

cappuccino n (pronounced kap ah chee non)
a dnnk of strong espresso and milk often \N1th
cinnamon nutmeg ilnd whipped creclm

-p':w* I love hclvl1lg a good
cappue:c:ino after dinner
It's almost like dessert'

III !'MW I'll I love having cl good strong
coHee with steamed milk,
cinnamon, nutmeg, and
whipped cream after dinner
It s almost like de~sertl

1I1'f,llIW:ij I love having a good kap-ah­
chee-noh afder dinner Lt s
almos' like dessert'

espresso n (pronounced e~ pre~ oh) d strong
coffee prepared by forcmg steam under
pre",'>ure through the ground beclns

-''':m* I don t like the taste of regular
coffee It's so weak' I prefer c.l cup
of strong espresso

U '! ill !!ID'lI I don't like the tu,te of regUlar
coffee It's so weak' I prefer cl cup
of strong coiiee steamed
under pressure

111,1,1'1). i Wl I don' like the taste d reguler
coffee It's so weak' I prufer a cup
a strong es-presooh

maestro n. (pronounced man ees troh) an
accomplished and respected artist usually cl
musical composer or conductor

-a":I;I. Leonard Bemstem WclS il great
maestro and admIred as a
composer and conductor

I'OAEIGN WORDS USED IN EVERYDAY CONVERSATION



IUI1l'\Ifl'li Leondrd Bem<;tetn waS a great
accomplished and respected
musician and admired u~ a
composer and conductor

IR p."U'" iI Leonard Bern~tetnw I. a great
ma'ees-troh und admired eL a
c mposer n c nducter

virtnoso • (pronounced. uer ChOD oh soh) I. n
a person who has exceptional skill or
knowledge in d field, panicularly mU~lc

• 2. adj extremely skilled

MP.';WJIM AJexandra Is a virtuoso a" i1

pianist She was accepted to the
bcst music academy when she
was only twelve years old'

it i,i'tl!W )11 AJexundrd IS d sensation as a
pianist. t->hc was accepted to the
best musIc awdemy when she
was only twelve years old l

IR j""U" il Alexundru Sa ver-choo-oh-soh
ez a pianist. She W'? accepted to

the best music academy wh n ~he

w's only twelve years old'

Mp ';!J'f. Bill ~tudled Jt the Juilliard School
of Music and is now a virtuoso
violinist

II "'1I',1l! :'f1 Bill studted at the Juilliard School
of Music and is now an excep·
tional violinist

'li1l!W:e BIll studIed 11 Ihe Juilliard School
'ev Music n Is now a
ver-c:hoo·oh·so VIolinist
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ad Infinitum r.xp (pronounced ad In fin
eye dum) endlessly

-n':!)'- Mr Devlm can lecture ad
infinitum on his favorite
subjecls

",,"IJ'W ;'11 Mr Devhn can lecture
endiessly on his favorHe
:,ubjects.

IR !?,illW:ii! Mr Devhn c n lecture ad
in-nn-eye-dum on 'is fav nt
subjects

ad Db (to) I) (pronounccd ad lib) to ImproVl~e

_3 ":I;!. I dldn t huve time to prepare my
speech So I have to ad Db

"ti'B'I/C'1I I didn't have lime to prepare my
speech so 1have to improvise

i 11 '10 .. I:il 1didn' have lime da prepare my
speech ~o I hafta ad-Db

alma mater exp (pronounced. ahl mah
mah der) a former school (usually a college or
unlverslty) onC' ha<; al1C'nded • (lit) nounshmg
mother

_p';iJ!M My san Wlll probably study at my
alma mater especially if I keep
donattng money 10 It

Ilfl'Il'W ji§ My "on WlII probably study at my
former university especially
if I keep donating money 10 it

IRWIIOl»lij My <;on'lI prob Iysudy itmy
ahl·mah·mah·der espeshly
If I keep donading money to 11

alter ego exp (pronounced: ah/-ter ee goh) •
I. u second ~elf. u perfect substitute· 2. an
other sidc or aspect of oneself· 3. an
In<;eparablc friend

M4 WOB'M My Wlfe knows me so well that
when I go out of town she act:,
a<; my alter ego at work

" ! 11i!:\l: :,11 My Wlfe knows me so well that
when 1go out of town she acts
as my perfect substitute at
work.

IR '''Iq'':. My Wlfe knows me So well th t
when I go oudda town, she als
eL my ahl·ter ee-goh 'it work
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M;ti:iJ!i!M If Cdlvm IS being nasty to you

that's his alter ego lalking He s
usually very sweet

Ii I, 'MI. I :'11 If Calvin is bemg nasty to you,
that's Ihe other side o£ his
personality talking He ~

usually very sweet
Ij/ 1I !.qli:. If Calvin'" being na.'>ty da you,

Ihal s is ahl-ter ee-goh talking
He's ulally very sweet

apI:1J!'lW Deboruh and I hdve known each
other so long and so well that we
are alter egos now

.p !'!It!,I: d Deborah and I hdve known each
other so long and so well thdt we
are inseparable £riends now

Ij/ '£!lint il Del> rah n I ev known each
other so long n so welllh't w r
ahl-ter ee·gohz now

a1umnus n. (pronounced all luhm nul1s • plural
form is alumni, pronounced. ah luhm-n'eye)
a grdduute of a school, college or University

_U';'"!M Once a ycar, Ihe alumni of my
school get togelher for a reunIOn
at the local park

'{',I'Il,.\/[: Fa Once a year, Ihe graduates of
my school get together for d
reUnIon al Ihc local park

"JVlfll I:ij Once a year the ah·luhm·
n'eye ev my school get lagether
fer a reunion 'it the local park

':ore Ihe feminine form of alumnus IS
alumna (pronounced ah-Iuhm­
nuh) dnd the plural of alumna is
alumnae (pronounced ah-luhm
n 'eye). However educational m
~tjtutions usually use alumni for
grdduates of both sexes

bona fide exp (pronounced: ban-ah (ah eed)
• I. done or presented in good faith
• 2. duthentic, genuine' • (lit.) good faith.

aU';iJ!,,. Bill and Janel gave me a bona
fide ussurunce thdt they would
buy my house That s why I didn t
sell it to the next people who
wanted to buy it.

'i1I'!!'W:'11 Bill und Janet gave' me a good
£aith assurance lhat they would
buy my house. That's why I didn I
SCllll la Ihe' next people' who
wdnted to buy it.

i "I,m! iI Bill 'n Jane! gave me a bona
fide assurance th I lhey d buy
my house. That's why I dldn "ell
It td the next people who Wdn 'ed
da buy it

MP';m*lW An drt expen told me thdt [hdve
a bona fide Diego Rivera
painting l

51 t.l1!Wt 111 An art expert told me' that I have
an authentic Diego Rivera
painting'

"W'lJi'i! An ard expert told me th d 1have
d bon·ab Feyed Diego Rivcla
pain(t)ing'

cum laude exp (pronounced kUl1m lal1 00 dee)
Wlth honors (used In the grdntIng of dlplomds)
• (lit.): Wllh praise
-P':iJ!W Sc(m was alway,- a good studem

dnd graduated cum laude

It tmltslt :11 Scoll was always a good student
dnd graduated with honors

1!!'Iq#t:i' SCOll w z alwdy" d good student
n grudjudded kuhm·lah'oo.
dee

/\150 I magna cum laude l'xp
(pronounced mag nuh
kuhm-Iah'oo-dee) with gredt
praise or honor

/\~o? sUlDma cum laude exp
(pronounced: soo-muh kuhm­
lah'oo-dee) with greutest pwise
or honor

e.g. exp (pronounced. ee gee) dn nbbreVlallon of
exempli gratia literally meaning 'for example."

-i":'"!W Stclla's garden is full of so many
dIfferent kmds ot flowers, e.g.,
roses violcts. lilacs, and daisies
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•it'11!\': lih Stclla s garden IS full of ~o muny
different kmds of flowers, such
as roses vIOlets lilu~ dnd
dalsle,>

'j.. t,,;1!:8 Stella ~ gurden s full a ~o many
diffrem kinz a flower~, ee-gee
rose~ vi'lets lilacs 'n daisies

ego n (pronounced: ee goh) pnde In one~elf

often 10 the point of being conceited

Mp'Z!;!W Grant Sego ha~ gotten OUI of
control now thut he IS nch and
famous. I don't even like being
nei.lr him anymore l

5l It 'Ot\.( lj Grclnt s seU'-pride has gotten
out of control now thilt he is rich
and famous. I don t even like
bemg near him unymore l

; It"jgl i! Grant s ego s gotlen ouddu
control now th'd 'e s rich n
famous I don even like being
near 'im anymore'

ete. exp, (pronounced: el seht rah) rl common
dbbrevialion of el celera meanmg and more

M;tt:WW We sell clll ~om at household
supplies, like broom~, mops
vacuum cleaners etc

",mW( :'11 We sell all ~om at household
~upplies like brooms, mops,
vacuum cleaners and more

'It'fjJlt:i! Wc sell all sorb ev household
~upplies like brooms, mops,
vacuum cleaners et seht-rah

Le. expo (pronounced: eye-ee) a common
abbreviution of id eSl literally mealllng "thut
is"

Mi"::;'. I m only Interesled In ~ociuhzll1g

WIth people who have the same
interests as I do, i.e. people
interesed m health and natural
living

5l ti'Il'Si: :iij I m only Interested 111 SOCializing
WIth people who have Ihe same
mterests as I do, that is, people
interesed m heahh and nuturul
living

FOMIG" WORDS USED IN EVERYDAY CONVERSATION
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" It '!!PI:;: I m only mt rested n soshalizlng
w th people 00 ave the sume
mt'rests ez I do, eye·ee people
Int'resled 'n health n narural
hving

incognito adu. (pronounced: m-eog-nee doh)
WIth one s real identity eoncedled cl'> WIth a
disguise or iI false nam0

MP':!;!. I hear there IS a mOVIe star
.,taying in our hotel but not many
people know it because he I~

trilvcIing incognito

.glill'llt:'ij I hear there IS a mOVle ~tur

stilying m our hotel, but nOI many
people know It because he i~

Iraveling with his real
identity concealed

"WfIOlI'i! I hear there s a mOVle star staying
n ar hotel, b t not many people

know it cuz 'e's trav'ling in-cog­
nee-doh

libido n (pronounced 1I bee doh) se){Uc!1 dnve
• Olt) deSire

Mp':'n- Conl1le and Ernest are a bad
pillr She has a huge libido and
he doesn t like sex

U 11'jlWi l'jj Connie and Ernest are a bad
pair_ She has a huge sell drive
and he docsn t like sex

li 1t'!1OI l 'ij Conl1lc n Ernest 'era budpmr
She 'as a huge Ii·bee·doh an
he doesn' like sex

per se expo (pronounced per '>ay) WIth respeLlto
ILself • Oit.)- itself.
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-P':'B. Gold per se hc.lS litde value for
me unless It is part of something
that has sentimental value

'It! 'Il' Whi Gold itself has Iitlle value for mc
unless it is pun of something thal
has sentimemal value

; "! '1 J!, il Gold per-say has Iiddlc value fer
me unless it's pard 'u something
th I has sen'imen'al value

persona n. (pronounced: per sohn ah) one 5

public Image or persondllty c.l'> opposed 10

one's true personalilY

-n':w- My brolher IS a wmedldn but
he's very dHTerent from his
persona He\ really quiel and
serious

"t"ntl,! :'d My brother I'> a comedIan but
he 5 very dlfferenl from hiS
public personality Ile's rec.llly
quiet and ~Plious

; !'"mt:jl My brother sac median bud cs
very dllfrent from l!> per-sohn­
ah Hp 5 really qUiet n senous

quantum leap expo (pronounced.
kwahn IUhm) significant or lurge (as In

dmount)

-P':IOI!. Sully ha,> made Cl quantum leap
III her studies. She used 10 fail all
her subJecls bUI now she gets
perfecl grades

" 11 'llt W:\1 :'ally hds mdde c.l significant
leap 111 her studies She used to
fall all her subjects bU! now she
geLS perfect grades

"",tip- t Wl Sc.llly s mdde d kwahn-tuhm
leap n er studies. She ustc.l fail
all er subjec's b't now she gets
pprfpcI grades

status n (pronounced: SIQ dus or Slay dus)
• 1. c.l position of uuthonty • 2. the current
condition of something.

.; tt: IJif. Grc.lnt hds a low status III Ihe
wmpany and WIll not be
considered for promotion tor
another year

'1 '1'1,'£': l'jj Gram has a low position of
authority in the company dnd
WIll not be considered for
promotion for another year

III W,ml:il Grant has a low sta·dus n Ihe
comp'ny n won't be considered
fer prdmotlon fel dnOlher year

IP t;jJi'" What is the status of your
report? 1need 11 by today

"',','IlI hi I'jj Whal IS the current condition
of your repon? I nped il hy loddy

; 1I! '1 HI il Whc.lt s the sta-dus ev yer
repon I I need It by daday

status quo exp. (pronounced: sta duslstay·du~

kwoh) the existing Slme of affairs or conditions

W+":'m'. I think 11 '> better to mmntUln the
status quo and wait before
mAking any changes to our
personnel

,,' 1'1lIB: ;'d I think It s bener 10 mdlntclln the
existing state of aUairs and
WAit before making any changes
to our per~onnel

; 'Ii'W' jj J Ihll1k 11 ~ bcdder da mal1llal1l
the sta-dus kwoh n wall
b'fore making c.lny Chc.lllges tcl
ar personnel.

vice versa expo (pronounced u eyess-ver-sah)
m the rever~e order of how somelhing was
~laled

-i"N!W I thmk very highly ot Rochelle
and vice versa

,,' I'lliSH ;'d 1 thll1k very hIghly of Rochelle
and Rochelle thinks very
highly of me

; 'Ii,qFjj I thl1lk very highly ev Hochf'lle
n vteyess-ver-sah

SPANISH

aficionado n (pronounced ah (Ish ah nah doh)
d fdn c.ln enthusiast

-i":'n. RIck IS an aficionado of
J\mencan football He wdt<.hes
all the games'

n ,\'Mm: 'jj Rlc:.k IS dn enthusiast of
J\merican footbAll, He wc.llc:.hes
alllhe games l
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la ""fU" il RIck ~ n a-fish-a-nab-doh ev
American football He watche~

all the games'

~tinan (pronounced kan tee nah) a bar or
olher <;mall establishment where one can buy
r"frc~hments

-n':w- There aren t many pluces to get
lunch around here but we can
gel a sandWlch und a beer at the
cantina

,,'I'll!s': I'll There aren t many pluces to get
lunch around here bUI we can
get a sandWlch and a beer at Ihe
bar

1k,!£!'IJI'i! There aren t many places ta get
lunch uroun here b'd we c n ged
a san wich n a b0er 'It the
kan-tee-nab

C:hicano/a n & adJ (pronounced chI kah noh)
Mexican American

-P':'JiM Southern Callfornld hus lots of
Chicanos whose anceslOrs
Immigraled from Mexico

./11'11'$,[:'11 Southem Californlu has lots of
Mexican-Americans whose
anceslor<; immlgraled from
Mexico

; ",iUP ,i! ~oulhemCahfomla has lots ev
chi·kah-nohz whose ancesters
Immigraded fr m M"xico

Hasta la vista! exp (pronounced ah stah lah
uee slah) See you laler '
_V':IJlM I ve got to leave now Rasta la

vista'

./ ',i'd! Si: J1j I vc gOI 10 leave nOw See you
later'

; '11'lW:i! I ve godda leave now Ab-stab
lab vee-stah I
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Also J Hasta luego! exp (pronounced

ah-stah I way·goh) See you later l

Also 2 Hasta maiiana! exp
(pronounced ah-Slah
mahn-yahn·ah) Sce you
tomorrow I

incom..unicado ad}, (pronounced: rn-co
m yoon I cah doh) unable to be contacted

_} ',IM'- I got c.l llm tire In the desen and
waS incommunicado for eight
hours

II ','IfO \/( jiij I got a flat ttre 111 the desen and
waS unable to be contacted
for eighl hours

'11 i,qll:i! I god u flat tire n the desen n
w z in-co-m'yoon-i-cah-doh
fer aid hours

....cho adu (pronounced moo choh) \ery
M,,,:!;!. You reully IIkc Ben? He s mucbo

strange!

IW'Il'WJiij You reallyhke Ben? He s very
strange'

; !!!llt'l:¥ Ya really like Bert? He s
moo-choh strange l

padre n (pronounced, pah dray) father (In

reference to a priest or member of the clergy)
a ch<lplain In the military sCl"Vlce.

_,";,a* When I waS In the army. I USed
to tell all my problems to the
padre.

51 "'Il'S/[ l'lI When I was In the army. I u~ed
10 tell all my problems to the
military chaplain

IR II,i'lJ£tij When I w z n the army I usta
tell all my problcms tu the pah­
dray

poncho n (pronounced: pahn-c.hoh) a blankcl
like garment with a hole In the center for the
head to go through, now often made of
waterproof mdterial and used u~ u raincoat

_p';'.'. IrI wear a hat and boots With my
poncho I stay complctely dry
when it rains

1{1,I'Il'\/( I'll If I wear a hat und boots Wl!h my
blanket·like raincoat, I Slay
completely dry when It rains

; IJ.i'jJ1 , i! If I wear a hat n bOOlS with my
pabn-choh, I stay completely
dry wh n it rain~
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pronto adu (pronounced prahn LOh) fast nght
aWdY

MJt':'J!. Ed thought 11 would be besl to
leave the nelghbors' yard
pronto dfier meeting their new
pet

'" m...mI'll Ed thought It would be beSt to

leave the nelghbors yard right
away after meeting their new
pct

;: It'I!Jll:i1 Ed thod Id ed be bes ta leave the
neighber s yard prahn-toh <1fter
meeding Iheir new pet

Que sera sera! exp (pronounced kay seh-rah
sell-rail) What MU be \Nill bel (an expression of
resignation)

Mit';!J'. I want to get that Job but que
sera sera I

'''''!!is/! I'll I want to get that lob but what
wiU be wiU bel

;: I£'IQ' ':i! I wann<1 get th<1t Job b t kay
seh-rah seh-rah'

YIDDISH

bagel n (pronounced bay g I) a nng shaped
bread roll.

Mm:w. Make sure you get bagels
doughnuls, muffins, and colTee
for the breakfa<;t meeting

li tl'tl!:I.( I'll Make sure you get ring-shaped
bread rolls doughnuts
muffins and coffee for the
breakfast meeting

" WIW' il M<1kc ~her ya get bay-g'lz
doughnuts, muffins, n coffee fer
the breakfast mecding

nosh n (pronounced nosh) snack

-i ','m!M 1ve got to have a nosh or
I won't sUrvive until dmner l

"tt1lWtl'11 I ve gal 10 have a snack or
[ won'l ~urvlve until dmner'

; '''flat i! I ve godda have a nosh r
I won't servlve III dinner l

Oy! edam. (pronounced: oh ee) used to express
surprise, fear, sadness or most other negative
reactionc; (the equivalent in Enghsh being
Oh')

MU":IJ'. Oy' Is thiS gIVing me a headache l

,W,'!!W( 111 Oh! Is thiS glVmg me a
he<1d<1che'

; ".,qtt:Wl Oh'ee l 171SS glVmg me a
headache'

shlep (pronounced: shlehp) • 1. u. to carry
something heavy· 2. u. to take a long time to
do something· 3. n <1 sloppy'looking person

Mi!':'BJIW Don t shlep those he<1VY boxes.
You'll hurt yourself Let me do it
for you

51 tl'!l'W: a Don I carry tho~e heavy ooxes.
You 11 hun your<;elf Let me do it
for you

; j' t11 J" jj Don t shlep those heavy boxe~

Ya 11 hun chersclf Lemme do it
for ya

_p':in'* QUit shlepping llke an old m<1n
Or we 11 never make It to the
mOVie on lime

51' 'ill!W I'll QUIt walking 50 slowly hke <1n
old man or we'll never make it to
the mOVie on time
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"w,m';il QUIl shlehping like n 01 man
er we 1I never make It ta the

mOVIe on lime
IV':'B'. Helene u!>ed to be so elegun[ bUl

ever since she got mamed she s
become such a shlep

ii !!pm)! Helene uscd to be so elegant but
ever since she gOI married she s
become such a sloppy-looking
person

1jI1I!lqIt:jj Helene usla be so elegant b d
ever since she gOt married she s
b comc such a shlehp

shlock n. (pronounced: shlahk) poorly mude or
defective merchandise
-3":';IM I would never buy my clothes

from that store All they sell is
shlock'.l tl'MI.( :'11 I would never buy my clothes
from thul store All they sell is
poorly made merchaDdise I

IjI 11 ',jUt jj I'd never buy my clothes fr'm
thdt store All they s,,11 'ez
shlahk'

Hhmaltzy ad) (pronounced shmahlr ~ee)

excessively sentimental
_3":';<M My mother alway!> gets vcry

emotional every year when we
givc her a schmaltty birthday
card

ii l,I:t!W: 1:Jj My mother ulway., get very
emotional every yeur when we
give her an excessively
sentimental bmhddY Lurd

IR m,qlt i! My mother ahwee7 get very
emotional ev ry ycar when we
give 'cr a shmahlt-see binhday
card
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Also sc:hmaltt n. excessive

sentimcnlality

sbtick n (pronounced shnk) a per~on <; ~tyle or
behaVlor

_P':!;!M Don t he fooled by how sweet
Maryanne is I think that's just her
shtik when she wants
something from you

U tl'Il'W)'1I Don't be fooled by how sweet
Maryannc is I think that's just her
personal style when ~he wan~

something from you

IjIlI "JJirJ:jl Don t hc fooled by how sweet
Muryanne is. I think that s Just er
shtik when she WdnlS
somethmg from you

tchotchke n (pronounced chah [ch kee) a
little, unimponanl Inexpensive ohject.

-4' t:l'U. Benha s house IS so full of
tchotchkes I don t know how
she keeps them all clean. It s
even hard to find a place to Sit
down l

""'Il'W l'lj Benhu's house IS ~o full ofUttle
objects I don t know how she
keeps lhem all c1can h seven
hard 10 find a place 10 Sit down'

1jI1I,UIIt:jj Bcnha s house el so full ev
chah'tch-keez. I dunno how
she keep!> em all clean. It seven
hard da find a place tu si' down l

verkiempt ad) (pronounced fer klempr)
emotional

-p':in. What a heaUtlful, romantiC
movie' I m gelling so
verklempt I can hardly speak'

51 "'ll'S/[ :'Ij What a beaulIful romanllC
mOVle l I m gettmg ';0 emotional
I Lun hurdly spedk'

Ilf."lm:il Whad a beaudlful, romantiC
mOVIe' I m gedding so
fer-klempt I c n hardly speak I

Nore This adjective WdS popularized by
the well known TV show
Saturday Night LIve wherc one of
the characters was known for
using this tel111 regularly
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pIctures below and follOWIng the contcxt of the sentences
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France~ told me the same 6 I met Karen on the Internet I I Every time I see Lucy, she
story over ond over aboul Tomorrow we're gomg lO goes on and on about
how she gOl robbed on meet faee to faee how talented she IS and
vacation Dmpublic how !>he wants to be an
o very loudly o m person aClre~s

o repeatedly
My uncle!> hou!>e I!> dlways

U lalks briefly
7 i.J talks nonstop

2 If you look closely at my "pie-and-span. You'll
new dress, you can see a never find dirt in his house'
eriss-cross p,lltem on It CJ completely clean 12 Old you meet the new
:J crossing-line o very dlrty employee this morning?
o round·dot He's an out and out Idlot l

8 My aunt's house IS filled He can t do anythmg nght
3 After Don was told he won WIth lmiek-lmae'l.I It's o a total

the tonery he couldn t stop hclrd to find a place to Sit' o dn occasional
grinning from ear to (J little things thill she has
earl collected
o smlhng d little o expensive furniture 13 I saw Erme at the office

o smiling widely party last mght We
9 I never wedr !>hocs to the claft-ehatted for almost

4 Old you sce the pany dre~ beach I always wear my £wo hours
Mary is wearing? It's so flip-flops o had a casual
froufrou l o rubber sandals conversation
D overly decorated U boots Date
o mcreac;mg rapidly

Don't believe cverythlng a10
5 I have cl mishnuuh of car salesper!>on tells you 14 Cdrl cats Ice cream dnd

reports I have to read by They're nOI always on the potato chips all ddy He\ a
tomorrow morning' up and up real junk food junkie!
o mixture Dwll o lover of unhealthy food
I:J dIrty home o honest o lover of healthy food

ALLITERATIONS fio a£PEATING WORDS



Lesson 6 • ICAREN WENT ON AND ON ABOUT HER KWICIt-KNACKS!

A. DIALOGUE USING SLANG a;. IDIO~
The words Introduced on the first two pLlge~ dre used In the
dialogue below. See If you can understand the conversatlOn
Note' The translation of the words In boldface l~ on the right
hand page

~$t!l1
CD-I' TItACIC I

Peggy I finally met the new nelghbors face to face today Their names are Karen and A1an
We chit-chatted for about an hour

DaulG I kept promlsmg m~elfover and over that I'd Introduce myself, but I lUSt hdven't hdd
the chance So, what is their house like?

Peggy It's a lmle froufrou for my taste But I WLlS surpnsed thdt WIth all the knick-knacks
they collect, the house is so spic-and-span And you should have seen their turniture
It's a mishmash of every <,ryle Karen went on and on about how ~ome of the
furniture is worth thousands of dollars because it dmes back to the 19th Century At first,
I thought she was an ont and out liar, but when I took a closer look, she was on the
up and np' I d never seen such amazing antiques in my life I

Dau,d I Can t WLlIt to sce for myself' So. what do they look like?

Peggy Well, Kdren IS Lllways grinning from ear to ear and IS very pretty She came to the
door wearing a cute dress WIth a criss-cross pattern on it And A1an was weLlring a
big tee ~hirt and Dip-Dops It's obvIOUS he's d junk food jnnkie He never stopped
eating the entire time I was there

Daulu Ah my kmd of friend'

AUrITERATIONS & R£PEATING WORDS
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B. DIALOGUE TRANSLATED INTO STANDARD ENGLISH
LET S SEE HOW MUCH YOU REMEMBERI
JUSt for fun. move uround In random order to the word'> and
expressions In boldface below See If you can remember theIr
slang equlvalent~wilhout lookmg at the left hand pdge l

Peggy llinally met the new nelghbors in person today TheIr numes are Kdrcn and A1dn We
had a friendly conversation for about un hour

Davld I kept promising myself many times thilt I d Introduce m~elf but I Just haven t had
the chance So. what is their house like?

Peggy It ~ a little overly decorated for my td~te But I WdS surpmed that WIth all the little
objects they colleu the houc;e IS so totally clean And you should have seen theIr
furniture It's a disorganized mixture of every ,>tyle. Karen talked nonstop
about how "ome of the furnirure IS worth thousands of dollars because It dates back to
the 19th Century At first I thought she wa!> a complete liar, but when I took d closer
look. she was telling the truth I I d never seen such amCl7ing antiques in my life'

Davld I can't wait to see for myself' So, what do they look like?

Peggy Well. Kdren IS always smiUng very widely ilnd IS very pretty She came 10 the door
wearing a cute dress I.VIth a crossing-Une pattern on 1I And AJan wac; weanng d big
tee shirt and backless rubber sandals. It's obvIOUS he's addicted to iunk rood
He never stopped cating the entire time I was there

DaVld Ah my k.md offnend '

ALLlTERATIONS &0 IUPEATING WORDS



c. DIALOGUE USING ....REAI. SPEAK'"
The dialogue below demon~trdteshow the slang conversatIon
on the prevlOm page would really be spoken by native ~peakersl

Lesson 6 • KAlU:N WENT ON AND ON ABOUT HER KNICK-QACKS!

~s~
(D-B: TUCK I

Prggy I fin'lIy met the new nelghbers face ta face taday Their name~ er Karen n Alan Wc
chit-cbadded fer aboud 'n hour

Daulu I kep' promlsmg m~c1fover 'n over th'd I d mtraduce myself b'd I lust hdvcn t had
the chance So, what's their house like?

Peggy It's a IIddle froufrou fer my tdste. S'd I w L sapnsed th't WIth dll the knick-knacks
they collect, the home 'CL so spic-'n-span An' ya should 'a seen their furniture, It's a
mishmash ev ev ry style Karen wen' on 'n on about how some a the furniture s
worth thousands '<1 dollers b cuz It dates back ta the 19th Century At first, I thought ~he
w z n out 'n out liar, b't when I took a closer look, she W'7 on the up 'n up' I d
never c;een such ami:l7lng antiques 'n my life l

Dauld I Cdn t wait ta see fer my~elfl So wha do they look like?

Peggy Well, Karen s always grinning fr'm ear cia ear an ez very preddy She came td the
door wearing a cute dres.c; with II criss-cross pdddern on It. An AJan W'L wearing a
big tee shirt 'n nip-nops It's obvIOUS he s a junk food junkie He never stopped
eading the enure time l w'z there

DauJd Ah my kmd a fnend I

VOCABUI.ARY
The follOWIng words and expre5.'>lons were u~ed m the preVIous
dwlogues Let s take cl closer look at what they mean Q<

~'
~...

CD-B: TUCk ~

chit-chat (to) • 1. v to converse casually· 2. n. light, Ldsual conversation

e;:mW'. Every mornmg, I stop at my uncle\ hou~e to chit-chat a
little before going to work

SUjijjt\J[J1I Every mornmg, I stop at my uncle s house to converse
casually a little before gomg to work

Wl!!iiJUi! Ev'ry mornmg, I stop It my uncle <; hou~e ta chit-chad d
hddle b fore going ta work

-nqU'. I had a nice chit-chat WIth the new nelghbortoday

Si '\ ill t\ j[.j 11 I hdd a nice casual conversation WIth the new neigh
bor today

iill!!iiJUi! I hdd a nice chit-chat With the new nelghbor today

.:: 1\1£111: I;M·: t:qiiii':IJ;t',tt~tl~.:rjfj
Carol and J spent over an hour on the phone
chit-chatting about...

ALLITERATIONS fio REPEATING WORDS
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mss-cross · I. n a pattern or de~lgn of crossing lines· 2. u to move bdck dnd fonh aCroSS or over
• 3. v to draw or form d paltern of crossing lines

Wo.Ym!J. .loan's new dress ha'> Cl criss-cross of IInc~

il WIl!.\l[.]' Joan s new dress has a design of crossing lines

Wit!'jJttil Joan's new drcss hds a criss-cross 'ev Imes

.Eym!'. The '>oldlers criss-crossed over the field

ill tli!l!W l'li The '>oldlers moved back and forth ovcr the field

Wl!!'jJUil The '>ollers criss-crossed over Ihe field

,pun•• The beam~ on the cellmgcriss-cross ovcr the room

ill tlill!W l'li The beams on the cciling form a pattern of crossing
lines over the room

Wl!!'jJttil [no change]

'1'I'l"I~·)I"',I~l''"li'lI":~·II"!;~I.{~·~t:"'jJ'I"I!I'l;~i'!lli!"lI"'f1'!l1jr"'d":tP",,,.,.t"'j'!ll''''.!I''I!~.:",J....

I bought a ... with a criss-cross p"ttena on if.

m pcr<;on

Ni! t,t:WM Ann and I have been commumcdtlng through the Internet
for 'ieveral months and we're finally going to meel face to
face next week

it tt:ll!Hf.J:! Ann and I have been communlcatmgthrough the Intcrnet
for several mOnlh~ and we're finally going to meet in
person next week

Wit!'jJ?,l:il Ann 'en I ev been communlcddmg through the In'crnet
fer sev'ral months n w r fin lIy gonna mcct face ta face
nex week

l:t~eii~l" :·'.M{·t;iJ!\; l,tll; tt,J,!il'! Ilj •
I'm meeting m31 boss f"ce to f"ce to fell him...

Dip-Oop • 1. n a flat rubber Sdndal WIthout a back Ihilt IS secured to Ihe foot by a rubber thong
berween the first two toes· 2. u to make a sudden reversal (ofattitude, policy belief direction, etc.).

MilV:W'. I Just bought ncw yellow Hip-Hops to match my bdlhing
suit

UtI ill t\ I[ j'li I Just bought new yellow backiess, rubber sandals to
match my bathing suit

WUj,jJUil I JUs' bought new yellow Hip-Hops ta mdtch my bmhmg
'iuil

'i! ty:!;!.. My boss Hip-Hopped agam on hIS vacatlOn policy Now,
Ihave onlyrwo week.., Dfvacallon a year instead oflhree

C' , ('BiB! J.j My boss made a sudden reversal agam on hiS vaca
non policy Now, I havc only rwo weeks of vacallon Cl year
Instcad of three

" it! ,jUtil My boss flip-Hopped agam on IS vacation policy Now,
Ihave onlyrwo wee~of vaCation II year instead'ev three

.tl·e-li,l" :·',IR,t:t; !&iif tit; tr,Ll) I'!-)" •
J"c. wore flip~flOPs to... t How emb",.,.".s.sing!

WITERATIONS 1;0 IUPEATING WORDS



Lesson 6 • KAAEN WENT ON AND ON ABOUT HER KNICK-KNACKS!

froufrou ad] overly decorated

_!» ':',.. Angelu ~ td~tC IS not subtle Her new dress i~ ~o froufrou l

I gel a hcadache evelY time I look at her I

.~ ',l'lli.\li ;:5 Angelu ~ tdsle IS nOI ~uhtle, Her new dress IS so overly
decorated: 1get a headache evety lime I look at herl

WgillUfljj Angcla's taste Isn't <,ud I Her new dress ez so iroufrou'
I ged a headdche ev ty lime llook ad 'er l

I't·:: I (·a:J .1{~:7:5~C~i':l~!::I
Did 3/011 S(U!••• l' U'& .:ilill fW~'Jt~'0:;:;i

grin from ear to ear (to) exp to smile very WIdely

-;WWM When I lold my father Ihat I d been accepted to medical
school he grinned from ear to ear

iUj'IltW 1'4 When I told my father thilt I d been accepted to medical
~chool he smiled widely.

; l!!'jJUil When 1told my father th did been accepted ta medKdl
~chool he grinned fr'm ear da ear

Vana!lon smile "rom ear to ear (to) exp

m::I·£.:j1:til\!~:1Y·;i, ii
MQriQ grrinned from ev.t fo l2QfJ' when Si'.e ¥m,md
Ollt thQt•••

junk food junkie cxp, d person who CdtS a lot of unhealthy load'> that are hIgh In salt, ~ugar or fat
~uch as pOtatO chlp~ candy, cookie~ cakes elC

_!» ':',*. Mark I!> d innk food junkie Evety day he eats a whole
bag of cookies and candy

UtE! t!SH·: i4 Mark is an overeaterof unhealthy foods Evety ddy
he eat~ d whole bdg of cookle~ dnd candy

W,lfj,jJteil Mark s a junk food junkie Ev ty day he eat'> Cl whole
bag ev cookies 'n candy

-,'Hill ;ij :.Jil·:t:;0i1E:~
J think Te5~llll ;Si n i2mr~ fG<LiIa: ~Mt1l:!~e ~ee~M5~ •••

knick-knack n an ornamental obleCt thdt one hd~ collected

ME':WM Eadle hd'> cluttered her hou~e WIth all of the knick­
knacks ~he s collecled on her travel<,

iUI1WW JI4 Eadle has cluttered her hou!>c Wllh illl of the ornamen­
tal objects '>he s collected on her traveb

W,tt,'lE':jj Eadlc s c1uddelCd er hou'>e Wllh dll a the knick­
knacks she '<; collected On er 11 uvds

1';·1;1(.111 :·i,lj{ t::ZWJ;rrrrCU!!'!D
Some of m3/ fQvorr;t(\< ~f'jiieRt·~Tfilllldt§ E.'tJe coUeded
over the 31~Qrs tare•••

ALLITERATIONS &0 IUPEATIPIG WORDS



'I'If£ SINICiQN GUID£ TO STREET SPEAK J

mishmash n a confu<;ed me')s

.;V:W- How do you think I Cdn get any work done WIth thl~

mishmash of papers on my desk?1

... tl'!l!W I'll How do you think I Cdn get any work done WIth thIS
confused mess of paper,> on my desk?1

, !¥llm.'. Howdy ya thmk I c n ged any work done WIth thIS mish­
mash 'ev paper~ on my desk?!

Synonvm Hodge-poclge n

I::~':i' {e}', :·jf,.:·t:IJ!).I,PI; :1.1,(1
'

"!·t,; :-
Did 3/Ou taste the... that Jane' made'! J can't
describe the taste. It's a mishmash of flavors.

on and on (to go) exp to tdlk endlessly about something

.;:WW- Jan went on and on about her husband. her children.
her big. beautiful house and all the vacations they take
After thirty minutes, I was ready to stuff a sock In her
mouth'

... tl'MW iill Jan talked endlessly about her husband, her chIldren,
her bIg, beautiful house dnd all the vacations they take
After thirty mtnute~, I was ready to stuff a sock In her
mouth l

VI!! 11 Jnil Jan wen' on 'n on dboud er husband, her chIldren her
bIg, beaudiful hou~e an all the vacations they take After
thirdy mlnute~, I w z ready da ~tuff a sock n er mouth'

'a-tft-I', :-1"{-Jp; !i;" tlj4t' 7,ti l'!-l" "
Liz went on and on about...

complete, towl

.; t.t:W- Our new boss IS dn ont and ont Idiot He poured paint In

hiS coffee thinking It Wd'> cream I
i/ i f1l t\ I[ j j Our new boss I~ a complete IdIot He poured paint In hiS

coffee thlnkmg it was cream'

V!¥llUUil Ar new boss 'cz n oud 'n ond Idiot He poured paint n
'IS coffee thinking It w z cream l

li!·:~ll·a :·'i'BNUii':j,;:r,ttlt'Wl:-
Did 3/ou hnow that Glen is an ou.-and-out...1!

repeatedly

r-----~----___. ••..,;:"t..':"'1J"!"'_- Every tIme I see Pat she telb me the ~dme Joke over and
over Her memory IS gettmg ternble'

... tl'!l!W'l'lI Every time I see Pdt, ~he tells me the same Joke repeat­
edly Her memory is getting terrible'

, !¥lliJtLil Ev ry time I see Pat. she tells me the same Joke over 'n
over Her mem ry's gedding terr'ble i

Vanurion over and over again exp

la'l:'ll-lIl :·II'O:t;!Hi,liJ::i,i,tj',\hi; tI
I've told 3/0U over and over not to...

AUlrEflATIONS fio IU:PE.ATING WORDS
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spic-and-span ad] completely clean

_new- Bemle loves to clean Every tlmc I \%It him his dpartment
IS spic-and-span

iE@!W WI BemlC loves to clean Evcry time 1visit him, hi'> apartment
IS completely clean.

iVt!'UUij Bcmle loves ta cledn Ev ry tlmc I V1sld Im hl~ apart
ment\ spic-'n-span

tt·tit·a :.JiINPRBi,:lj;:rXilt'!·lij"
M3I mother alwa3ls make5 sure that her... is 5pic­
and-span.

up and up (to be on the) exp to be honcst, frank and smcerC.

-Jv:m- I bought d used car yesterday but I don't thmk the sales
person was on the up and up Hc smd it was the only
car In It!> color and today I saw d dozen exactly like it'

, .. @Jl!.\lll" I bought a u'>cd car yesterday, but I don t thmk the ~dlcs

person was honest He said it was the only car in its color
and today I saw a d07cn cxactly like it l

• !£!'jJtIJti I bod d used Cdr ycsterddy b'd I don t thmk the <;alesperson
w z on the np 'n up He <;ald It w z the only car 'n ItS

colcr an tdddY I saw a dozen exactly like it'

'/l·EI';·)",:""?·!:';!'; f.U f; j, ',£i #,1 telJ} "
J don't think John i5 on the up and up becaJlSe...

ALLITERATIONS fio REPEATING WORDS
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CD-8 TIlACK l

Jade I__~~"""""",~....,....., .........._ ......... ---,
use ",,'nning from ear to ear

JOdl Don asked A1lce to marry him today'

Flnallyl They ve been danng each other for five years
Was she excited?

Carl I ............._~............__- ...............- ...........
use froufrou

Carl I can't believe the way you decorated my house'

Do you like It?

Klm I JUSt got back from d long vaCdnon to Pans It waS absolutely
wonderful'

Old you buy dnythmg while you were there?

I'm gomg to buy a new car today! My nelghbor works for
a car dealer.,hlp and he said he could get me a good pncc

Nick Are you sure you can truSt hIm?

Tessa I...,.== ~ ~ ~-~

u<;e Oil the up anll up

Old you see Tlm at the party la.,t night?

AI I sure did He s really changed' He's galned.,o much welght l

Mark I
-~.......~~~~~"""""~----~_ .......=-
use junk food junk'e

A. THE UNFINISHED CONVERSATION
Read the conversations, then fill in the last line With your own
words in response to what you've jil.'lt read Make sure to u~e

the suggested words In your response Your response can be In

the form of Cl question or a statement

AUITERATIONS Ii' MPEATING WORDS



Lesson 6 • ICAA£N WENT ON AND ON ABOUT HER KNICK-KNACKS!

B. CHOOSE THE RIGHT WORD
Underhne thc word that best complctes the phrase

Tlm went (up and np, on and on, face to face) about how much he hates
his job If he docsn't like hi') job he should Just quit l

CD-a: TUCK ..

2 My mother love~ to clean That ~ why her house IS always so SPIC and (span, spin, spun)!

3 You shouldn t go oute;lde WIth nothmg on your feet The pavement le; tOO hot l Put on my fllp­
(Deas Doss, Dops)

4 Why ilre you gnnnmg from (face to face toe to toe ear to ear)? Old you get the lob you
wdntcd1

5 I could eat lOokJes, candles, and potato chIp,> for every meal I m a real Junk food (junkie
junket junkyard) I

6 You 11 never gucss who I ~aw m the market today Lee Murphy' We haven't seen each other
In year')l We spent two hours chit (chanting, chewing, chatting) in the parking lot l

7 I went to the modem aTt museum today and <;dW some mterestmg pamtmgs One ot them was
dIfferent colorcd lines gomg in illl directions They formed an intcresting (cross criss.
crest)-cro<;s pattern

8 You can dcfinltcly inN thdt car sc1le~person He's on the (on and on. up and up over and
over)

9 I brought you thle; gIft from my tnp to Rome It ~ Just il little knlck (knack, knock, neck) that
I thought you would like

10 I don'l hke this palntmg It's nothmg but a big mlsh(mush, monse, mash) of colore; Myeycs
can t even focus anywhere I

I I I've told you (over and over up and np, spic-and-span) nOt to borrow my clothes WIthout
my permission I

12 Rob told you he waS a millionaIre?' That guy IS an (up and up over and over, out and
out) liar He hae; no money at all'

AUITERATIONS & IU:PEATJNG WORDS
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CD- B. TJllACIt

FLIP-FLOPS
JUNK FOOD JUNKI£

______1 I thought I

_ ....,.,.,,~ about It, but I won cl

OUT AND OUT
UPANDUP

UllTO£AR
C,""-CROSS

KNICK-KNACKS
SPIC-AND-SPAN

MISIlHASH
ONAPlDON

~~~~~ of othcr pn/es Then I answcrcd the bonus qucstlons

TIf£ SI.ANCiMN GUID£ TO STREET SPEAK

_____ for my ta,<,te but

______ for the beach, a dre'iS WIth a

~C:-:/------ IdIot but I got all the questions nght l First I won

FACvTO-FACI;
CHIT-CHAT

OVER AND OVER
FROUFROU

HI, Beeky' I huven', seen You.d In the longeSlllme I 'old you

. that I wanted '0 Sit down WIth youdndt~ _

""--:""\.-._---
Cl

and won a millIon dolldr..,1 I can't stop grmnmg from

c. CO~PL£TE THE STORY
Use the Illustrations to help you fill In the blanks WIth the
correct slang terms from the list below

ALLITE#lATIONS Ii- IU:PEATING WORDS



~csson 6 • KAREN WENT ON AND ON ABOUT HER KNICK-KNACKS!

I. CREATE YOUR OWN SENTENCE
Redd Person A'c, questions aloud then use Ihe ~uggested

word'> 10 Credte your <In,>wer for Person B

ALLITERATIONS & REPEATING WORDS



ding-dong n the sound mdde byel bell
_ttt:W- I lust heard something go

ding-dong. I think there ~

someone at your front door

1/ t I'lt!",,: ;'4 I lust heard something make
a sound like a bell I think
there s ~omeone at your frOnI
door

; 1!,'IIWM 1Jus' heard somethmg go
ding-dong. I think there s
.,omeone it cher from door

eoocbie-coo exp word., that mdlcate thelt
.,omeone IS bemg tlc.kled
-1'un. Are you IIckllsh? Coochie-coo l

")I'!!'S,: J:d Are you ticklish? Tickle, tickle'

; " lllU !:ij Are ya ticklish? Coochie-coo'

Vananon goochie-goo exp

ping-pong (to) u (from Ping Pang - a game
of table tcnnis in which a ball is paddled back
and fonh over a net on d table) to move buck
and fonh rapidly from one place or occupallon
to another
_+,,;12,. Jelck keeps ping-pongingfrom

one Job to dnother. He s never
hdd u job for more than a month'

5l tt'Bthl )'4 Jack keeps rapidly changing
from one job to another. He's
never hold a lob for more than a
month'

; '''IIll£' il Jelck kceps ping-ponging fr m
one job to another. H("s never
hdd Cl job fer more th'n a momh l

$I lJI'lJIl:i! Ya hear thdt clip-clop? I thmk
there'" a horse coming this wayl

ntE SWICiMAN GUIDE TO STREET SPEAK J

More Alliterations and Repeating Words

-------..........~-~....n Il'!"1I! :'4 Do you hem tholt sound of
horses' hooves on
pavement? I think there s ol
hor~(' coming thiS wayl

ALLITEIlATIONS

You 11 no doubt be gaga (excessively enthuSiastic) over thIS great hodge-poclge (mIxture) of alhterdtJon.,
and repeating words Once you've learned them all, your knowledge ot these type~ of word!> Wlll be
tip-top (excel/em) I

11 )"P'W I'd I know my hou.,e IS clutlered bUt
alllhese small articles that
I've collected are imponanl to
me

; It',qlf:jl 1know my house eL cluddered
b d all thIs bric-a-brac is
Imponant to me

luic-a-brac n a collection of smdll objects
arranged and displayed for their decorative or
sentimentAl value
-p':'nW 1know my house IS cluttered bUt

all this bric-a-brac i~ imponam
to me

clip-clop n the sound of horsc~ hooves on
pavemenl
-Pt:WM Do you hear that clip-clop?

I think there s Ahorse coming
this Wdyl

ALLITERATIONS &r REPEATING WORDS
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pitter-patter n thc sound of lIght kIp.'> In rapId
succession such a'> raIn foot,>tep!> etc

_n':/Jl. I lIke to lIe m bed and listen to
the pitter-patter of the rain in
the morning

"tl1!W! )11 I like to lie in bed and listen to
the tapping noise of the ram In

the morn1Og

"fif;j,ml'i! I lIke ta lIe n bed n lIsten ta the
pidder-padder a the rain n
the morning

riHraH n derogalory term for common people
WIth a low social standing

-pt;rJ!. The thing I like about Barry s
partics is thal he invites both the
people of the highest socIal
classes and the riffraff

11 !!:la SI( I 11 Thc thing I like about Barry s
partics is that he invites both the
people of the highest social
classes and common people
with a low social standing

" I1 "iW w: The thmg I lIke about Barry s
pardies 'ez thad e invites both
the people of the highest social
classes an Ihe riffraff

right as rain exp (u'>ed pnmclnly m the south)
perfectly fine

_!%in. After hel1lg gone for so long
I was afraid of what I'd find when
I got home I was relieved to see
that everythIng was right as
raiD

II , ,'!!iSH l'lI After bcmg gone for so long,
I was afraid of what I d find when
I got home. I was relicved to see
thut everything was perfectly
Dne

" "! 'jJ' t:il Aftcr bemg gone fer so long, I w'z
afraid ev whud 1d find when
I got home. I w z relieve ta see
th d ev rything w'z ride t ez
rain

seesaw • 1. n cl game tn whIch two children are
each seated on opposite sides of a board
raised under Its middlc so thm the children
can take turns going up and down· 2. u, to
change onc's mind or attitudc continually

w; tt:W.* I m not gomg 10 let Tlmmy plclY
on a seesaw anymore I m ufratd
hc'll filII off

,W'Il'm l'lI I m not gOing to let Tlmmy play
on a board raised under its
midclie so that chUdren can
take turns going up and
down anymore I m afrclid he 11
fall off

"""qUi! I m nOI gonna let Tlmmy pldY on
a seesaw anymore I m afraid
c'lI ftlll off

M! if:W'. EcIgar can t stop seesawing
about whcther or not he .'> gomg
10 buy that house

"tl'Il'1It :'3 Edgar Ccln t stop changing his
mind about whether or not he s
going to buy that house

Ik f?!'!W jj Edgar can t stop seesawing
clbout whether 'er nod e's gonna
buy Ihat house

Synonym teeter-totter n & u

sbipshape adl very orderly

_!":in. Okay, boys When I rerum
I want to see that you ve clcemed
up your room and made It
shipshape

'i mum ::11 Okay boys. When I return
1want to see that you've c1euned
up your room and made It very
orderly

R'!"P! Wl Okay, boys When I return
I wanna see rh t chou've clcclned
up yer room n made It
shipshape

siagsong adl saId of .>omeone S vOIce that goes
up clnd down in d repetitious and monotonOu.,>
fashion

ALLITERATIONS & UPEATING WORDS



-\":WW Every llme a nIght altenddnt
mdkes the ~afety speech dt the
beginning of the night It s always
singsong:

52 t,!,MSII j A Every time i'l night altendant
makes the safety spccch at the
beginning of the flight it's always
spoken in a voic:e going up
and down in a repetitious
and monotonous style'

,i".!J1W ijl Ev ry time a nlde attendanl
makes the safety speech It the
beginning a the flight it's
ahweez singsong'

tick-tock • n an ahematlng ticking .':>ound such
as Ihat made by a clock
M;":,,!_ fhe tic:ktoc:k of the grand

fdther clock In Ih(' hall k('pt me
dWdke all night

.1 ''''11'£;( I h The alternating ticking
sound of the grdndfather clock
In the hall kept me awake all
night

WW,qll:jj The tlc:ktock a the grdn father
clock n the hall kep me awake
all night

VariUlion ticktocking n

tiptop· 1. adu dt the hlgh('SI pOint· 2. ad)
excellent

M;":I.!'. I am going to place the ~tar at the
tiptop of the Christmas tree

" !\ 'Il'Wl'h I dm gOing to place the star ar the
highest point of the Christmas
tree

AUlTERATIONS Ii- .PEATING WORDS

'I'N£ SINICiMN GUID£ TO STREET SPEAK J
i J!"iW Wl I m gonna place the star Ilthe

tiptop cl the Chris mas lree

Iid:WI!W My grandmother IS In dmazlng
health. She's alway<; In tiptop
condition

.niill' \,1 ]'d My grandmother I.':> In amazIng
health She's always 111

excellent condition

'"!J1W:il My grun mother S In dmi.lZlng
health. She Sahwee/ n tiptop
condition

vim and vigor exp energy and <;tre'ngth

Mn':'J!W My lather has exercised every
day for Ihe last fifty years He IS
full of vim and vigor

51 t'l?J'W ;''1 My father has exercIsed every
day for the last fifty year.':>. H(' IS
full of energy and strength

Ill lt i ,jJ!;!:i! My !dther s exercised ev ry ddy
fer the las fifdy year<; He' s fl1l1 a
vim 'n vlge..

wishy-washy ad! IndeCISive

Ma I,':iJl_ Stop bCIng so wishy-washy
Just make up your mind I

'l t"liW: I'll Stop belllg so indecisive JUSl
make up your mmd'

W!!"IUll:il ~top belllg So wishy-washy
Ju~ make up yer mind l

yakety-yak (to) u to lalk nonstop dbout
nothing

Mp':W. Every time my aUI1\ c'll1s I know
I m going to be on the phone tor
clt least an hour listening to her
yakety-yak

"t!'IlW! j'h Ev('ry time my aunt calls I know
I m going to be on the phone for
dt le<tst Cln hour listening 10 h('r
talk nonstop about nothing

III 11 !Jm;cil Ev ry time my aum calls, I know
I m gonna be On the' phone fe, It

least 'n hour Iis'ening 10 er
yakedy-yak

Vananon yak (to) u
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tiP£ATING WORDS

again and again adu Repeatedly

M+":I;'. [vc \Old you again and again
not 10 bOITow my ~weatcr

without my pemlIssion l

"t"M\,I: '1 I ve told you repeatedly not to
borrow my swcater Wlthout my
permission'

" I!!JlJ'I 1il [ve lold IU again 'n again not
td borrow my sweadf'r without
my permissIon'

hoo~hoo n • 1. an Inslgnlhcanl, Imle mistake·
2. a mmor injury (u<;cd in lalkmg to a small
child or in jcst when speaking to an adult).

M+t':Il!•• This bill is way tOO high I 1Ihll1k
Ihe waitcr made d boo-boo in
hi.smuth

"j '3WSUt\ 1'h\~bm \~ wJ.'j too hlg,h l t \hmk
the waiter made a little
mistake in his math

"'f,,t;l'i' This bill's way tOO high' I think
the waider mc1de a boo-boo
n 'is mdth

M;t':';'I,* Oh' Old Ernle fall down when he
went ~kling dnd get a boo-boo? I

"tl'e"\/: :''1 Oh l Old Erme fdll down when he
went <;kiing and gel il minor
injury'/!

"f/i'm:t:w: Ohl Old [me fall down when e
went ~kiing n ged a boo.boo 11

hye-hye exp • 1. (Informal) good bye
• 2. bye-bye (to go) to leave (u~ed In talking
10 a ~mall child).

Mp':';!.,. [hClVf' \0 go now Bye-bye

Ull'il!\/f:'n ) have to go now Good-bye

"l/ltIP'il I hnftd go now Buh-bye

Ipt;iJ'I!I Doe,; Baby W<lnt to go bye-bye?

"tl'!!ts.()''1 Doc~ Bc.lby want 10 leave'

" j I ttm" il Does Haby wanna go bye-bye?

cbeek~to-cheekadv./ad). one person s cheek
pressed c.lgninst another person's chC'ck.

M%#;':';'. [Ihink Rick and Shawn are falling
III love. They were dancing
cheek-to-cheek all night'

"t,,'Jli,hl I'd [Ihink RIck and Shawn are falhng
In love They were dancing with
their cheeks pressed up
against each other all nlght l

")""'!JI,1 i! I think l{jck n Shc.lwn cr falling n
love rhey were dancmg
cheek-ta-cheek a\ll1lght '

choo-choo n (baby talk) tram

M; ...:W. [want to nde on rhf' choo­
choo l

./ Wits,:@ I wdnt to ride on the train!

"11 'UI'j:ljjj I W<lnllil nde on the choo-choo l

N01e I Mommy I'; children,; Ic.lnguagc for
"mother"

NDW 2 Although 11\ aUually redundant
c.hildren will also commonly say
choo·choo train

door-to-door· 1. adu./ad). to go f!Om onc
house to anolher, as in a salcsper~on who goes
10 peoplc's homes to sell products· 2. ad]
describing a type of ddivCly which lilke<; a
package direuly from il point of depilnure to a
point of delivery

Mi":I;II. After the cnme, the police went
door-to-door intcrvlCWlng
everyone in the neighborhood

ALLITERATIONS &- IU:PEATING WORDS



C1 , l'iltH: jld After the cnme the police went
from one house to another
interVIewmg everyone III the
neighborhood

;,J!,\Jpl1 il After the cnme, the police went
door-cia-door in'elV1ewing
ev ryone n the neighberhood

'p';W*. We sent the package door-to­
dOor You should not have to go
10 the post office to pick it up

.a' !'l{WI )'11 We <;ent the package directly
from our plac:e of business
to your house You should not
have to go to the POSI office 10

pick it up

; Jf,!tLW il We ~ent the package door-cia·
door Y<.l shouldn hafta go da
the post office ta pick id up

eye to eye (to see) exp to agree to be of the
same opinIon

*;:ff:W. Eel and I have been suc<..e~ful

partners for ten years because we
see eye to eye on everything

'I' "MW J:Ij Ed and I have been ~ucce~ful

partners for ten years because we
agree on everything

; 1I j fm, il Ed n I ev been successful
partners fer len yedrs b'cuz we
see eye cia eye on ev rything

gaga over someone or sometbing (to
be) exp • I. to be excessively even foolishly
enthusiastic· 2. to be mtaruated • 3. 10 be
senile from old age

-p';W'. Many people are gaga over
anythmg hdving to do WIth EIVls
Presley

'I mU SIt ::D Many people are ellCc:essively
and foolishly enthusiastic:
about anything haVlng to do
WIth Elvis Presley

; i!'J1W:i! Many people er gaga over
anything hc1Vlng da do w'th EIVlS
Presley

Ipt;lOl!'. Poor AI He ~ totally gaga over
Ciarice but she alway<; Ignores
him

51 tl'B' SIt :'11 Poor Al He Stotally infatuated
with Clance but she always
Ignores him

ALLITEAATJONS Ei- aEPEATJNG WORDS
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WIf,lIlUla Poor AI He s todally gaga over

Cldnce b t she ahweeL Ignores
ImI'";1;1'. My grandfather 1<; getting ahttle

gaga He Ihinks he'!. Superman I

51 t,l:!ltW l'JI My grandfather is genIng a IlIIle
senUe He thinks he's
Superman I

; ItlJ1W:il My grdl1 fdther s geddmg d IIddle
gaga He thinks e SSuperman l

"Ha ba!" exp mdlcates laughter, bUI of a
<;arcastic narure In which one is laughing at
another (and is VOiced in a melodic style
where the second "ha" lowers in pitch)
-Pt;!.!. You flunked the English finaP Ha

ha! I got a perfect score'

IJ "'MW J:Ij You flunked the English hnaP
(Melodic: laugh where the
sec:ond "ha" has a loswer
pitch than the first) I got a
perfect score'

; 'f"flOW il Ya flunked the English finaJ1 Ha
ha! I god cl perfect score l

band in band adv. togcther • (ht.): wllh one s
hand holding another person s hand
_p';',•• The actor.> and writers worked

hand in hand to create cl

bnlliilnt theatrical production

'I "'MW VII The actors and \VTllers worked
together to create d brilliant
theamcal production

IjI i!' '1 W jj The aClers n \VTlders worked
hand 'n hand ta crcade Cl

bnlliam thedtrical praduct,on

Vananon hand in hand (to go) exp to
happen at the same time·
Spnngnme and weddings go
hand in hand; Splingtime and
weddings happen at the same
time

band-to-hand ad} close to one s adver.>dry
_p.;in. Nowadays, battles are fOUght

from the air bUt centurics ago
fighting was hand-to-hand
combat

" 1,1'l!t£c! lid I\'ow<ldays, battles are fOUght
from the air but centuries ago
fighting was combat close to
one's adversary
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; ''''IEI ill Nowadays, baddle~ er foughl
fr m the cl1r b t cenluries ago
Hding w 7 han'·cIa-han'
combat

bead-to-bead (to go) expo 10 battle vcrbdlly
(dS two rams ramming their horns together in
combal)
_p,:,;!_ BreI and DebblC' went

head-to-head Ihe whole day
over which one of them was
going 10 name their new dog

Wo /'W

t{ 1,171'& :'11 BreI and Debble battled
verbaUy Ihe whole day over
which one of them wa<; going 10

ndme their new dog

; !ii,m;t;W! BreI n Debble went head·cIa­
head the whole day over which
one ev em w'z gonna ndme
Ihelr new dog

beart-to-beart • I. ad}. frdnk, Sincere
• 2. n. a frelnk, sincere discu~ion usuellly
between two people

M; 0;1:,).'. Betty and 11Inally held a heart­
to-heart lalk aboul all our
differencC'~

IU1'1!' SIt l'/1 Betty clnd I hnally held cl frank,
sincere talk about elll our
dlfterencC''i

WIf,I'I1»' i! Beddy n 1hn lly held a heart­
ta·heart talk aboud all 'al
dlffrenceo.,

1;11;!J". 1need to have a heart-to­
heart WIth fom or he s gomg 10

lose hiS job

1nl' :.\1::'11 1need 10 have el frank, sincere
talk with Iom or he\ going to
lose hl<; job

WIi,I1W:Wj I need da have a heart-ta·
heart w'th Tom r 'e's gonnd
lose is job

UBip bip booray!" exp a common cheer of
approval

_n,:w- Our leelm beat the opposmg
tC'am dnd wc won Ihe
lournamem Hip hip hooray!

• /!.j 'il' It j 'n Ourteam bC'at the oppO'img
team and we won Ihe
toumamenl (Cheer or
approval)

W!!fi'w':jj Ar leam bedt Ihe opposing team
n we won Ihe toumilmC'nl Hip
hip hooray!

busb-busb exp ~clld of somelhmg being kept
secret

_P':';!_ 1m plelnnlng el big surprise party
next month for all the employees.
Don I say anything 10 elnyonc. It's
very hush-hush

'W'll'\,: ;ell 1m planning a big surpnse Pelrty
next monlh for all the employee~

Don I say anything 10 elnyone It s
a big secret

; !t.i,qJi'jj I m plannmg a bIg sapnsC' pardy
nex month ler all the employees
Don t say anYlhing la anyone It s
very hush-hush

less and less· I. adu. IncrC'flsingly seldom
• 2. adl to a decreasing amount

a;:r,,:!;!'lW People are gOing 10 the thcelter
less and less these dilY~

11 t!'liW!:" People c.lre going to Ihe IhcJler
increasingly seldom these
delY'>

ALL'TERATIONS &0 REPEATING WORDS



;' WflOg! e People er going la the thceder
less 'n less th~c day,>

1;":iBIW I m spendIng less and less time
at work hecause I m doing most
of my assIgnments al home on
my computer

IW'l!ts.[):lI I m spending a decreasIng
amount of time at work
because I'm dOing mOSl of my
assignments at home on my
compUler

; lIl'iUI e I m spendIng less 'n less time It

work b cuz I m dOing most 'il my
assignments 'it home on my
c mpuder.

AnConym more and more • I. adu
Incrcasingly frequently • 2. ad]
to an increasing degree

mouth-to-moutb exp (short for mourh co
mourh resuscitation) a respiration technique
used on someone who has scapped breathmg
Involving placing onc's mouth over the mouth
of lhe injured person and blol!vlng air inlo
hlslher lungs

-pt;ia. QUick' GIve him mouth-to­
mouth or he s gOing to die'

'i J ij 10' Sf: f'lI QU1c:.k l Give him mouth-to­
mouth resuscitation or he s
going to die'

I jf"~J!' " Quick l Give lm mouth-ta·
mouth cr C's gonn<l die'

"Naughty naughty!" p.xp. (ch lid languagc)
"That s very bad behavlOr!"

-P':iJ!W Old you lust touch that aftcr Ilold
you nOl101 Naughty naughtyl

"tl'litk :'3 Old you !usttouch that after Ilold
you not to? That's very bad
behavior l

'itlllnt ijj Old IU JUs' lOuch thad al1cr I told
IU not to I Nody nodyl

"Night-night" exp • I. "Good mghl"
• 2. night-night (to go) to go 10 ,>Icep (used
when speaking to a child)

-;":1;1'* III seC' you tomorrow Night­
night

Ii 1,1'11%: hi III see you tomorrow Good
night

IU.ITERATIONS &0 RlPEATING WORDS
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"It'lJIf:e Sce ya damorrow Night-

nightI. p:WI!W It s time to go night-night Go
bru'>h your teeth

"'I'iJ'Wl'jj ltstlmetogotosleep Go
brush your teeth

; j'... Im;':il It slime dd go night-night Go
brush yer teeth

no-no n. (USUally used when speaking to a child)
<;omclhing forbidden

-P+;r;!. Billy I told you that hitting your
!>ister is a no-no

II t i 'Il' lit :'11 Billy, I told you that hitling your
sister is forbidden

",. 'I1Jti:jj Billy, I tol,U Ih t hlddmg yer
sister's a no-no

"Now, nown n Take d momenl to regam
control of your emotions

_, "':WW I can t believe Jan dtdn I call
me to wish me happy birthday
I m ncver speaking to her
again'

- Now, now She s always vcry
busy at work I m sure she'll
call tonight when she gets
home

52 "'HWi I'll I Can t believe Jan dtdn t call
mc to wish me happy binhday
1m never ~peaking to her
agam'

- Take a moment to regain
control of your emotions
Shc s always very busy at
work. I m sure she 11 call
tol1lghl when she gets home

; "'11J! !:jj I can t believe Jan dldn t cclll
me da wish me happy binh
day. I m never speaking da her
again'

- Now, now She s ahweez
veIY busy It work I m sher
she 11 call tamght wh n she get,>
home
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peepee (to go) l'.xp (baby tellk also used In lcst
by adults) la urlnatc

MW;'n. OkClY children Everybody go
peepee before we start our long
dnve

ii,j'Ii'!;m:'ij OkClY chIldren everybody
urinate before wc start our long
drive

Ii IJlflUl il Okay chIldren Ev rybody go
peepee b'fore we stard ar long
dnve

pompom n an omamentClI bunch of wool,
feathcrs, or "trips of colored papcr used a~

decoration particularly by cheerleaders

MN":W. Don't you think that cheerleadcr
I~ flirting \N1th me'! Shc's shaking
her pompom In my direction

m;mmJa:lI Don t you thmk thElI cheerleadcl
IS flirting with me'l She-'s shaking
hcr bunch of colored paper
strips in my direcllon

Ii '.,iiLW:jj Dontcha thmk thelt cheerlcadcr "
fllrding with mc? She's shaking
cr pompom n my direction

Vana[lrJrl pompon n

pooh-pooh (to) v (\N1th emphasts on thc
"econd syllable) 10 show d lack of re<;peet for
something and then to reject It

-P':I)'. My colleagues pooh-poohed
my Idea of allo\N1ng the
employees 10 dress cdsually every
Friday

.pj'IlWn1l My colleagues showed
disrespect in reiecting my
Idca of allo\N1ng the employees to
drcss ca<;ually every Friday

"WilU.l:iI My colleagues pooh·poohed
my idea 'ev allo\N1ng the
employccs ta dress casually
ev'ry Friday

"Jole The term pooh-pooh hels two
very diffcrent meillllngs
depcnding on where you plelce
thc stress. If you pUt the ~tress on
the second syllable, the meimmg
I" "to show a lack of respect for
something elnd then to reJect it
However if the stress is on the
first syllabIc, Ihe meaning j<; Cl
child's word for dcfe-cation I

Rand R exp (orlgmallya mthtelry tcrm) rc"t elnd
recrcallon rest and recuperdtlon or re~t elnd
relaxdtion

MH ';q'. I ve becn workmg over fifly
hours every week, Nexl month
l m going to Hawaii for "ome
RandR

51 tJ'B' SIt :'ij I ve been workmg over fitty
hours every week, Next month
I m going to Hawaii for some­
rest and recreation

1i",Ul.':jjl've beenworklngoverl1fdy
hours ev ry week Nex' month
['m gOing t<t H<lwall fer s m
R'nR

same old, same old exp the usu<!l.

Mill;!;!. - HI Ken What'" new?

- Same old, same old
Nothing new and exciting ever
helppens in my life

UT,l1i!.lI! I'ij HI Ken Whelt s new?

- The usual Nothing new imd
exciting e-ver happen~ in my
life

"" "~ill' ii lil Ken Whc1t s nc-w?
- Same 01', same old NothIng

new n exciding ever happens
n my ltfe

ALLITERATIONS &0 REPEATING WORDS
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o Those are my favonte adors l I m gomg to get their
dutograph~1

o 2 My sister IS a flight attendant She travel" everywhere I

o 1 If wc re not careful about protecting the earth humanhind
could be In terrible trouble l

o 4 Jack and Irene became husband and wife fifty years ago

o 5 George I~ d great comedian He'~ so funny'

o 6 If anyone wants Informiltlon about our company, Janlce IS our
spokesperson

o 7 AJ I!> a self-made person He bUllt a big company by hImself

o 8 I Ju~t ~dW Brdd on television reporting the new~ He ~ an
anchor on d big televIsion .,tatlon

o 9 There., cl fire In thdt bUlldlng l Cdll d firefighter ' Hurry'

o 10 My fir!>t ddy cl!> d police officer I drrcsrcd d mdJor cnmmaJl

o 11 I m only d posh In college I have another three years to go

o 12 I'm gOing to let you run the company while I m on vclC,.I1IOn

o 11 Where., the mail carrier I I m expecting an Important letter

o 14 We don't have enough personnel to finish all thIs work

HOW TO 8£ POLITICALLY CORRECT OR "'PC"

1\ pdssenger assistant who
works in an airplane

B repre~entattve

C on cam{'ra person who
reports the news

o mOVIe (teleVIsion or
theatrical) performer!>

[, an entrepreneur

r person hired by the City
to mdke sure that the
law" drc being enforced

G ~tudent In my fir"t yedr

H a mdrned couple

I operate

J person who~e

occupation IS to deliver
the mall

K performer of funny
~toties and jokes

I employees

M all the inhabitants
of the earth

N person who~e

occupiltion IS to
extingui~h fire~



How to be Politically Correct or "PC"
THIS LUSON f'EATUIUi (D NEW SLANG WORDS Iio IDIOMS

JlATCH THE PICI"URU
Ac; a fun way to get Mdrted, scc If you C,w gucss the meanmg of the
ncw slang words dnd expressions on the oppositc page by using the
plclure~below dnd followmgthe conteXt of the sentence~

NOW TO 8E POLITICALLY CORRECT OR "PC'"
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o Those are my favonte "dorsi I m gomg to get theIr
autogruph~'

o 2 My ~I~ter IS a fligh' attend"u' She travels everywhere I

o 3 If we re not careful dhout protectmg the earth hum"nhind
wuld be In ternble trouble'

o 4 Jdck and Irene becdme husb"Dd "Dd wife fifty years ago

o S Gcorge IS a great comedi"n He's so funny'

o 6 If anyone wants mfonnatlon about our company. Janlce IS our
spohesperson

o 7 AIlS" self-m"de person He bUilt a big company by himself

o 8 Ilu~t ~aw Brad on television reportmg the ne% He San
"nchor on a big television ~tatlon

o 9 There ~ d fire m that bUlldmg' Call a firefighter l Hurryl

o to My fiN ddy as a police officer I arrested d mdlor cnmmal'

o I1 I m only a posh in college I hdve another three years to go

o 12 I m gomg to let you run the company while 1m on vacation

o 13 Where ~ the m"fI c"rrier 1 I'm expecting an Important letter

o 14 Wc don't have enough personael to finish all thiS work

HOW TO 8E POUTJCAU.Y CORRECT OR "'PC"

A passenger a~lstnnt who
works m an alrplane

n representative

C on camera person who
reports the news

D mO\/le (television or
theatrical) performers

r:: an entrepreneur

r person hired by the city
to make sure that the
laws are bemg enforced

G <,mdent m my first year

H a marned couple

I operate

J pcr<;on who~e

occupation l~ to delivcr
the mall

K performer of funny
"tories and Jokes

1 employees

M all the mhabltants
of the earth

N person who~e

occupation is to
extinguish fire~



Lesson 7 • JEtnIY 8ECO'IES A FIAf. FIGHTER!

A. DIALOGUE USING SLANG £or IDIOHS
The words Introduced on the first two pages dTe used In the
dldlogue below See If you Can undcr<;tand the conversation
Nme The translation of the words In boldface IS on the right
hand page

(D-Il TIIACIC 7

Jodl

Nancy

lod,

Nanry

So who IS In this mOVIe?

It's starnng Su.~le Jones

You mean the actor who wa!> dl')covered when ')he wa~ a Right attendant? Sure,l
know her. She s Cl really funny comedian
Well in this, she plays the pan of a self-made person named Jenny who becomes a
nrefighter although she's only a frosh In college. So ~he s at this huge fire
running the water pump, when suddenly, the entire buildmg collapses and she gets
trapped I Unfortunately, there'!> not enough personnel to rescue everyone Lucktly, a
mail carrier and police officer are nearby to help Outing all this, dn anchor is
mtervlCwlng a spokesperson from the fire depanmcnt who tells m thdt there's a
bomb In the bUlldmg which could explode at any moment' When the police officer
hear<; thiS, he rushes Into the bUlldmg, rescues Jenny dnd disables the bomb By the end
of the story, Jcnny and the police ofhcer become husband and wife and al1 of
humankind IS saved I

NOW TO B£ POLITICALLY CORAf.CT OR "'PC"



B. DIALOGUE TRANSLATED INTO STANDARD ENGLISH

HOW TO 8E POLITICAl.LY CORlUCT OR "PC"

THE SLANCiMNI GUIDE TO STREET SPEAK J

So who IS In thIs mOVIe?

It 5 sturnng ~usle Jone~

You mean the actress (a woman who hm a ~peakmg pan m a teleurslon, mOVIe or
theatncal performance) who was discovered when she was a stewardess (a woman
whos(' occupation j<; [() assist passengers in an airplane)? Sure l know her She s a really
funny comedienne (a woman who performs a humorous monologue)

Well In thiS she plays the part of a self-made man (a man who starfS hIS own company)
named Jenny who become<; a fireman (a man whose Job it i.<; to extingUIsh fires)
although she s only a freshman (a srudent In hrs first year ofschOOl) m college. So she ~

dt this huge fire, manning (operating) the water pump when suddenly the entire
building colla.pses dnd she gets trapped I Unfortundtely, there ~ not enough manpower
(personnel who help perform a duty as a team) to rescuc cveryone Luckily cl postman
(a man whose occupation rs to deliver rhe mall to your home or offlce) and policeman (a
man hIred by rhe rlly to make Sure rhat the laws are being en(orced) Me nearby to help
Dunng alllhls an anchorman (the on-camera male who reports the news) IS

intervlcWlng d spokesman (a represenwriue who speaks (or someone else) from the fire
department who telb u~ thdt there's a bomb In the building which could explode at any
momcnt' When the policeman hears this, he rushes into the building rCscues Jenny and
dIsables the bomb By the end of the story Jenny and the policcman bccome man and
wife (a mamed (Duple) dnd all of manklnd (rhe mhabitamc; of earth) is saved I

Ju~t for fun, move dround m random order 10 the word~ and expressions In

boldface below. ~ee if you Cdn remember their slang equivalents without
looking at the left-hand page'
Note The non politically correct (or non PC) ver~lon dnd trdmldllon are gIven

Nancy

Jodl

Nancy

Jodl
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C. DIALOGUE USIPlG "REAL SPEAK"
The dldlogue below demomtrate~how the slang conversation
on the prevIous page would really be spoken by native speaker~1 ~

~..
CD-B. TUCk 7

Jodl So, who ~ 'n this mOVIe an)'Vv'dy?

Nanry It "' starnng Susie Jone~

Jodl Ya mean the acter who w 7 dl~covered when ~hc w L. a nide attendant? Sher
I know er She\ Cl really funny comedian

Nancy Well In thIs. she plays the pard ev d self·made person named Jenny who b come~ d
fire Oder although "he ~ only a frosh n college So ~he'~ dt thl~ huge lire running
the Wdter pump, when suddenly thc entire bUIlding collapses 'n she get" trdpped l

Unfortunately there s nod dnuf personnel dd rescue ev ryone Luckily a mail
carrier n police officer are nedrby da help DUring dll thIs an ancber "'
In elVlewmg a spokesperson from the fire department who tells u~ th t there ~ d
bomb 'n the buildmg which could explode ad ,my moment l When the policc officer
hears this, he rushes mtd the bUilding rescue~ Jenny n dIsables the bomb By the end a
the 'itory Jenny 'n the police officer become husband 'n wife n all ev
humankind is saved'

VOCABULARY
The follOWing words and expression" were used In the preVlou",
dldlogue~ Let s take a c1o~er look at wh<.1t they mean

Note that m thIS lesson, terms thdt are followed by m refer to a
masculine noun, terms that are followed by f refer to a femmine
noun. and tcrms followed by n mdlcate a nOun thdt can be applied to
both sexes

~
~..

CD-B: TUCk B

actor n one who has a speakmg Pdrt In a television mOVIe or theatncal performance performel

INON-PC VERSION. I actor m • actress f
_E':W* I Just hdd the most exciting mght of my life I I went to

a mOVIe opemng dnd saw some of my favorite actors'
ut@!Wm' I JUSt had the most exciting mght of my hle l I went to a

movie opening and saw ",ome 01 my favoritc per·
formersI

p W.qtril I JUSt had the mOSt exuding mde cl my life' I went 10 a
mOVIe opening n ~dW ",ome a my fav nd acters l

1,'1·):1, :'j.:·j"i{ i:4J!jil,UJ;tt·t111'!·:iJa
M3I favorite ador is... because...

HOW TO BE POLITICALLY CORAECT OR "PC"



'I'N£ S£ANGJWI GUIDE TO STRlET SPEAK J

.4 l~it·lIl: 1.1·:J;ill!"',:!';:' ',tjl'~ l'J i
•••is m31 favorite comedian!

firefighter n one whose occupation IS to extingUish fire"
I"'O"'-PC VEJUJON, I fireman m

M;mw- My sister ha~ been a firefighter for several years She's
considered one of the best in the city I

... tj'!l!W l'li My sister has been a person who extinguishes fires
for several year.. She's considered one of the beSt In the
ciryl

, l!!'jJ£,I:il My Sister's been a firefider fer sev'ral years She's con
sldered one a the be')t 'n the cidyl

NOIe At one point in tIme no feminine versIOn eXIsted became
these profession') were clo~ed to women

IS·Ei l-lIl : I,i{·t:';!,.i,:/J,,:',tt;t'!·:q 11
It too•.•• firefighters to put out the fire at•••

Bight attendant n one who~e OCcupatlon IS to assiSt passcnger~ In an a1rplane
I"'Oll-PC VEJUJON' I steward m • stewardess / air hostess r
Ma:tt:W- If your seat Isn t comfortable, Ju~t a~k the night atten­

dant to bnng you a few pillows to put behmd your back

i{iI'JiW[J'j If your seat Isn t comfortdble Just ask the passenger­
assistant who works in the ail'plane to bnng you
a few pillows to put behmd your back

, l!! 'm.til Ifyer sead Isn't comftr'blc, jLL')t ask the nide attendant
ta bnng ya a few pillo% ta put behin 'Ier back

.4·::1£ III :,';I<·t:tJ!fii,:!I.:t,ttjl'!·±i: i
I want to be a Pight attendant because•••

• anchor n the on camerd per~on who reports the news
IIIIG'I-pc YUSIOWII anchorman m • anchorwoman r
Mn,:w- My nelghbor IS a popular news anchor In Los Angeles

Cl tt'llf,ll/ l'li My nelghbor IS a popular news reporter m Los Angeles

Wl!!'jJ£eil My nelghbor's a populer news ancher 'n LA

Synonym I announcer n

~ynonvm 2 newscaster n

.:t-I:i£.lil :,lfl{·WU;;i,iiJ;:r,ttiJ'n'1 i
Toda3l, I heard the anchOl' report a .sto~ about•.•

comedian n one who perform') a humorous monologue full of funny ~tones and Jokes
IIIIG'I-pc YUSIOW,I comedian m • comedienne r
M;:tt:m- Edward IS so funny' He ')hould be cl comedian'

Ur,l'!i!W 1'1i Edward IS so funny' He ~hould be a person who
performs alone, making people laugh'

Wl!!'jJtI:il Edward's so funny' He ~hould be a camedian'

~ynonym comic n

HOW TO 8E POLITICALLY CORRECT OR "PC"
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WlttflJUjj Suentists dre constanly workmg toward a cure for cancer
which will greatly benefit hnmankind
1:t.)i,ilie)J': 'i,·'·tP;'"i,t1J;P,T,tji'!·:i,.
HumlJnhind has greIJtl3I benefitted from the
invention of...

I::'EI{~:JI:.';'.:tt;tJ!,;i,nf;:"ttiti! Pi •
••• IJnd .•• IJre going to "ecome hus"lJnd IJnd Wife!

1::·]:1:·:;1 :·';'i ':i;!,ii,itf;:t ttii'!·P; •
... is IJ frosh IJt •••

frosh n a student In hlYher first year of school
IIIGfI-pc YUSIOW,I freshman n

MU.':W- Grant IS only fourteen year~ old and he s already a frosb
at Cl major university

it 7,@Uj[ I'N Grant IS only founeen years old and he's alreddy a
student in his i""lI"St year dt a major university

Wm,ju.te Grant's only fourteen years old n e's ahready a frosh 'Id
a majer universidy

humankind n all the mhabltllnts of the eanh
IWOW-PC YERSIOW: I mankind n

SCIentISts are constanly workmg towdrd a cure for cancer
which Wlll greatly benefit humankind
SCIentIsts dre constanly worktng toward a cure for Cdncer
which will greatly benefit aD the inhabitants of the
earth.

husband and wife [or] wife and husband m & f a mamed couple the label of a man and a
woman who have JUSt gotlen mamed

jllGfl-PC YUSIOW,I man and wife m & f.
Now ThIS was the typical label of a man and a woman

who Just got mdrried The Implication here IS that
they are not equal from the start since the term wife
Carnes cenain responsbilities toward the husbdnd
and the term man cames none

Mn':w- And now, by the power ve~ted in me I now pronounce
you husband and wife

UtiiJl!W Wi And now by the power vp.,ted m me I now pronounce
you a married couple.

• m'IULe An' now, by the power vested 'n me I now pranounce you
husband 'n wife

HOW TO 8E POLlTICAUY CORAECT OR "'PC"



one whose occupation I'> to deliver the mal[ 10 your home or office

HOW TO BE POLITICALLY CORIIECT OR "'PC"

11IE SINIGQPI GUIDE TO STREET SPEAK J

mailmanm
At one POint m time, no femmme version eXlSled because
Ihee;e profe'>-.c;iom were closed 10 women

I wonder what time Ihemail carrier IS gOing to get here
I m expectmg dn Importdnt letter from New York

I wonder what time the person who delivers our
mail isgomg to get here 1m expcctmgan Important letler
trom New York

I wonder whm lIme the mail carrier'e; gonnd gel here
1m expecting n importtlnt leddet fr m New York

letter carrier n

postal carrier n

1:1·;\1,·:11 :·",{·t:t; ~ ,if':l t::1 t!il,' !,pJ 11
Our mail carrier just delivered a package from...

Synonym I

Synonym 2

-t!,':r;;!M

Cl ','Ht\U''ii

" )!,"jJ'.1:ii

'.Tt Eifl :'1: ';I"t;tJ!3iilt!j;P t'j(i!'1I111
Quick! We need to call a police officer becawe...

M/I·)"ll 11' :·j,,{,':J;!ifij,iij.fr,tt1Iie,pJ "
We need to hire some more personnel soon to
help us ...

IIlI0lll-PC VEIUIOlll·1 manpower m

Mn'M!. Our ho!>pltal ha!> the best personnel m thc medlcdl field
Thc patients always gIve us Ihe be~t reVIew!>

il.tJjlW( lid Our hospItal has the be~t employees m the medIcal field
The paticnls always give us the best review,>

',l't!'jUfljj Ar ho!>pld I hd~ the besl personnel 'n the medical held
The patients ahweeL give ue; the be!>t reVIews

Synonym I staff n

Synonym 2 workforce n

IIlI0lll-PC VElUlolll.1

1\!ole

one who l~ hired by the city to make sure that the lawe; are bemg enforced
r----------., IIlIDIlI-PC VElUIOIlI.1 policeman m • policewoman f

M£ ;,'M!. One ofthe most Important dutle~of El police officer I~ to

kecp the CIty <;afe from crimmal actiVIty

li t!iiltW i'ij One of the most Importdnt duties of a person hired by
the city to make snre that our laws are
enforced I~ la keep the city '>afe from crimmal activity

WI!!,jJtLil One a the most Important dudle~ of El police officer IS
td keep the udy safe fr m criminal dc.tividy

NaIf' A police ofTicer i~ referred la as a cop In ~lang commonly
u'>ed among police officers!
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run something (to) n to operate something
IlION-PC VUWOIlII man (to) u (used for both sexes)

MH,':W* 1need to find someone who can run my company while
I m On vacation

Uti,iiltW::Ii I need to find e;omeone who can operate my compan}"
while I m on vacation

W,l!j,jJtl:il I need da fine ~omeone who c'n run my comp'ny while
I m on vacation

S'ynonym I run (to) u

Synonym I. staff (to) u

1:1·l'.'''.;I1 a;aR t:iJ!;;I,:Ij;lr,Wt't :'/ ii
J don't hnow how to run this...

self-made person n an entrepreneur, one who has credted hl<;/her own company
INOW-PC VUSIOW" self-made man m

No!e At one time, no feminine verSion eX1~ted because onl~'

men were given the opportunity to succeed In the business
world

M¥:t':W* Greg IS il self-made person He started hl~ own Web
de~ign business and now he's a millionaire'

it f,@tW I'N Grcg le; a Person who has started his own com­
pany He started hiS own Web design bue;iness and now
he ~ d millionaire I

WW,jJUil Grcg s a self-made person. He starded 'I~ own Web
design blzness 'n now e s a millionaire l

I::·:~ It·lil,t·tiIR·':';';",:i I;:t,ttiii! Pi I
Jerrnifer is Cl se'f-mClde person. She stClrted her
own...

spokesperson n a representanve who speaJ0, for someone else
INOW-PC VUSIOW" spokesman m

MtWW* There l~ a newSpilper reporter here who would like to
mteTVIew usabout our new fashions for women Let's have
Noah speak WIth the reporter He s il great spokes­
person for our produc~

1/ EI'MW iiN There IS a newspaper reporter here who would like to

mtervlew us about our new fashions lor women Let shave
Noah speak with the reporter He's a great represen­
tative for our product<;

'W'jJUil There s a newspaper raporder here who'd like ta m'er­
View ue; aboud 'ar new fashions fer women. Let's have
Noah speak WIth the raporder He e; a great spokes­
person fer ar produc ~

'::'):11')11 tt'iIR·t:';!,;I,t!'_t' tti ' ,'!,:" ii
... is Cl spokesperson for...

0-"0 NOW TO BE POLITICAUrY COIUlUT OR "PC"



TIf£ SINICi/IWI GUID£ TO "

A. "ACROSS" WORD PUZZU:
Fill in the crossword puzzle by choosmg the correct word from
the list below

CARRIER
COMiEDIAN

FROSH
HUMANKIND

HOW TO 8E POUTICAUrY COIUlUT OR "PC"

OFFICER
PERSONNE.

RUN~

SELF-MADE



41 refers to all the mhabltants of the edrth

Lesson 7 • Jf.Nrrt I£COMES A FW FIGHTf.R!

19 A .,tudcnt In hls/her first yedr of school IS called d

CD-8:TltAacIO

P£IUONN£L
RUN
S£LF

SPOK£SP£IUON

FIGHT£R
FROSH

HUMANKIND
HUSBAND
OFFIC£R

ACTOR
ANCHOR

AnlNDANT
CARRI£R

COM£DIAN

32 The terms steward stewarde~s and Qlr hosress arc non PC term~ for fllght_

33 The on camera person who reports the news IS Culled an _

NOW TO If. POLlTICAUrY CORRUT OR "PC"

3 A representative who speaks for someone el~e 1~ called a

DOWN

18 A person who has credted hls/her own company IS called a _ made person

The non PC expressIOn. man and wife ha~ been replaced by _ and wife

27 The PC version of madman IS pascal _

13 The terms polIceman and policewoman hdvc been replaced by police _

36 The PC version of actress IS

23 The PC version of manpower IS _

ACROSS

31 A person who perform~ d humorous monologue full of funny ~tone~ dnd Jokes m order to make
people laugh is called a _

8. CIlOSSWORD PUDU:
Fill m the crossword puzzle by choosmg the PC (politically
correc!) word from the list below

47 A ~reman IS now called a ~re _

20 To man somethrng I~ the non PC version 01 to _ <;omethrng
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
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c. YOU'U THE AU'I1fOA
Complcte thc dIalogue usmg the words below Note

that each word can only be used one time

ACTOA
ANCHOA

An£NDANT
CAIUU£A

COH£DIAN
FIGHT£A

FAOSH

HUHANICIND
HUSBAND
OFFIC£A

P£IUONN't
AUN

S'tF-HAD£
SPOKUP£IUON

CD-I: TMete a

Joe I hear you're gomg to be a next year l What kmd of courses WJII you be

takmg when you start college?

DaUld Well I haven't made a career choice yet I've always enjoyed performmg, so I could be

an or even a smce I love telling funny !>lOnes But I do love

trdvehng and a!> d flIght I could help people and !>ee the world at the

!>ame tIme Or maybe I could be a for the travel Industry

Joe That s true But I also know that you ve alway<> wdnted to do something for

________ and one of the best way!> IS 10 become a fire or

police Actually, a mdll I!> probably a lot safer,

except for the occasional angry dog l

DaUld I definitely don't want to do anythmgdangerou!>1 Mdybe I could become a _

per!>on hke my mother and my own company I ve always wanted to have

my own publl~hlngcompany I Just have 10 make !>ure that I get good _

That would be the hardest pan I Just don t know If Id hke bemg In an office all day

Joe I ve gotn' Smce you hke to perform and al<;o help people, why don t you become d

teleVlston and repon the news' Jlm Manne med to report the news for

year!> In Los Angeles until he fell m love WIth hiS producer Now they re _

and WJfe and hve In Sdn DIego That could be you'

HOW TO BE POLITICALLY CORR£C1' OR "'PC"



I it !lW' ':ij Did'ja sec the beaudlful poddery
Mark make<;? He's a rPill ardiz'n

Utt1I!WJ jj Did you see the beautIlul pottery
M<.lrk makes? Hc's a real
professional whose work is
always of the highest
quality

artisanship n the qualllY of somPlhmg thilt
had been made

IMOM-PCVEIUIOM.1 craftsmanship n •
workmanship n

Mp':iJ'W Did you sec the artisanship of
this gla<;<; vu~e? It\ beautiful'

'W'IfI \/: \'Ij Old you see the quality of Ih"
glass vase? It's betlutifuP

1i'i1i'!J?f:i! Old la see the ardisanship cl
this glass vilse? 11 <; heaudifuJ!

haBet daneer n one who dances In <.l dtl<,sical
style known a<; "btlllcl

IIlIOM-PCVElUlolt.1 ballerina f
;VOle: No ma<,cuhnc VPrslon

eXlsted because boy<, were
not encouraged to
panicipate in this type of
dilnce

How to be Politically Correct or "P.C."

HOW TO BE POLITICALLY COIUUCT OR "PC"

THE SLANGMN GUID£ TO STREET SPEAK J

In rccelll American hiStOry, many C,lrcu<, <.lnd sports were nOl accessiblc 10 cllher one sex or anOlher. For examplp
careers such as nurse, manicurist. hairdresser secrewry elC, were thought of as' woman's work" and hiring a man
for these positions wa<; nOl even considered And since it was regarded as being appropriate only for women to

express thpmsclvcs physically <.lnd emotionally lhe world of ballet never created a male equivalent of the term
ballerina In addition many careers that we're closed to women actually included "man" within the job litle such as
chQlrman salesman spokesman elC

In order to mdude both sexes In the same career or sPOrt new labels needcd 10 be created that were non-gender
specific or "politically correct' (usuully shorted to PC"). ~omcwere already r.e. like gymnast, swimml'r rare car
dnuer, elC. However, most needed to be created as seen in Ihe followmg list ruy particular attention to thc non-PC
;;ersions of each Pntry To the disappointment and frustration of feminists many of the non-PC ver<;iom th<.lt you 11
see after euch entry arc still commonly yet ignorantly used by Americans'

ancestors n rPlilllve<; of pa<,1 generiltlons
IMOM-PCVEIUIOIt:1 forefathers n pi

MHt:JpW My anceston C<.lme 10 thiS
country <.l hundred yetlrs t1go

", !'J!!\I[ ;'h \1y relatives of past
generations camc to thiS
country <.l hundred years ago

; iJ i 'U? ':ij My ancesten Cclme ta thiS
COUntry a hundrpd year<; ago

artisan n. <.l professiun<.ll whose work IS t1lways
of the highesl quality

IWOM-PCVEIUIOM·1 craftsman n
Mn':,pW Old you see the betluuful pottery

Mark mukes? He's ureal
artisan
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M!lf:WM ever since I was four ycars old
I ve Willlted to bc a baUet
dancer '\Jow I dance INlth the
~an Francisro Ballet Company

11 , ,'Il' Si! :'h Ever Since 1Wcl~ four years old
I ve wanted to be a dancer oi'
the classical style known as
"ballet." Now I dance INlth the
San Francisco Bullel Company

; Ii ,Jin' jj Ever smee I w l four years old
1ve wan ed da be a ballet
dancer. Now I dance w lh lhc
San Fr'neisco Balkt C'omp'ny

bartender n one whose occupallon IS to
prepure drinks (usually alcoholic) behind a
bar

INON~PCvtlWON'1 barman m • barmaid r
M;,I:I;1. In order 10 put herseH through

school, Debbie works as a
bartender in lhe evenlng~

U tt '11 , lit :'11 In order 10 put herself through
school, Debbie works as a
person who prepaJ'es drinks
behind a bar in the evenlllgs

la It, I'OII1:jj In ordcr da pUd erself through
school Debble works ez a
bartender n the cv'ning~

bridal attendant n a womcln who helps a
bnde prepare for hcr wedding and IS part of
the wedding ceremony itself.

INON-PC VERSION: I bridesmaid r
Mpl:'OI!_ At KJm s weddmg, c1ll the briclal

attendants were girls she' wenl
to schoollNlth

It mlWn'd At Klm s wedding all the
women who helped her
prepare i'or her wedding
were girls she wenl 10 school
with

lal!'IlJ"jj AtKlm<;weddlng dllthebridaJ
attendants were girls <;he went
la <;choollNlth

business person n a pcrson who has an
c1bility to grow a busmess; an excrutive

hlDII-PCYUlSIOII,1 businessman m •
businesswoman {.

Mttt:'OI!M My father started his own
company a year ago and now It s
grown into a corporation He sa
greal business person

lJ "'!!'h: j'h My father stdrted hiS own
company Cl year ago and now It s
grown into a corporation He s
has a great ability to grow a
business

la Ii, Im' jj My father starded I~ own
comp'ny il year dgO n now It s
grown mlO cl corperalion He s a
greal bizness person

camera operator n one whose occupation IS
to operate a television or movie camN(J

IliON-PC VERSION:I cameraman m
Mt'I:WM My sIster I~ worklllg a~ the

camera operator In a mOVIe
~tclmng Tom Cruise

'" "11' \It: !I My sister IS workmg as the'
person who operates the
camera In a mOVie slarnng Tom
Cruise

la 1i.lllOl" jj My sister s workJllg el Ihe
cam'ra operader n a moVlc
stamng Tom Cruise

HOW TO 8E POLITICALLY CORRECT OR "'PC"



chairperson n. One who lecld~ cl meeting
group or organization

11I01l-pc VlIISIOII:1 chairman m • chairwoman (

-3»':"l. LIZ I!> the new chairperson If
you have anything you wont to
suy during Ihc mceting, be !>ure
to direct your comment!> 10 her

"tl:li"£,l I'll LIZ IS the new leader of our
meetings Hyou have anything
you want to say dUring the
meeting. be shcr da direc cher
comment~ tcl her

" JI,"lJi' il Lt? ez the new chairperson If
ya clve anything ya wanna say
during the meeding, be sure dcl
direct yer comments tu her

.'>ynonvm chair n

'\Iorl' I he officer In charge of a meet
Ing is also referred to as the chair
man. As more and more women
becamc involved in business,
ongmally considered cl man's
world, the term chairwoman was
added However, due 10 the
Women s Liberation movement
many terms in business have
been recreured to be non gender
specific (or politically correct," as
It Is called) Entcr the word ,hair
pf'rson Now here,> where It get,>
confu!>lI1g Mclny busmesspeople
do thclr best to be politically cor
reet and refer to officers In thl~

position ClS Cl chairperson. How
ever dccording to Robert s Rules
of Order which, again sels thc
guidelines for this type of
parliamentary procedure, when
addressing the tharr or chair
person in a meeting one musI
still use charrman l And 10 make
rhings even more gender confu!>
mg, if the chairperson is a man
he is to be clddreS!>ed as
Mr Chairman if it s a woman
she IS 10 be addre~sed d~ Madame
Chairman I

cleaning person n. onc who,>e OCCupcltlon IS

to clecln home!> or offices

HOW TO 8E POLITICAUY CORRECT OR "PC'"
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11I01I-PCVlIISI01I:! cleaning lady ( • cleaning

girl (

-i":'JI. My new cleaning person did
dn clmazing job in my hou~e I've
never seen it so dean!

'I '''Utsi'; d My new person who was
hired to clean dId an amazing
job In my house I've never sccn
it so clean'

IR WflU,l:j1 My new cleaning person did n
amazing job n my house. I've
never seen It so clean I

Synonym. cleaner n.
Now' The term cleaning grrll;'

considered an extremely
derogurory label for a woman
who dean;, one\ home This
term came from cl time when rhe
malonry of cleaning people were
African American women and
never given the respccI of an
adult. Even Ihe older
African Americans were
addresscd ClS "boy· or gIrl,
robbing them of Ihelr digniIy. In
dddition no masculine version
cxisted because these profession!>
were' only available to women

cleric n. onC who hds dedicClted hl~er life to
rehglOu~ sel'Vlce

11I01l-pc VllISlow:1 clergyman m.
Note, No feminine versIon extslcd

because these professlol1!>
were closed to women,

_p':'''. After working in cl high pressure
Job for Icn years my brother
decided to change careers Now
he s working as a cleric in a
church do<;e 10 wherc hc livcs
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ii' 'I WeW :'11 After working In a high pr€.'>.<;ure
lob for ten years my brother
decided to change carecrS Now
he's doing religious service
In a church c!o<,e to where hc
Iive.<,

i lit,!;" jj After working n a hIgh pressure
Job fer tcn years my brother
decided da change careers Now
'e s working ez a cleric 'n a
church c!oe;e la where c lives

Synonym member of the clergy n

drafting technician n. one who<,e
occupation IS to draw plans for Structures
that are going to be built.

IIICIW-pcvtltSlOII" draftsman m
Nu,e No feminine vcrsion cXlsted

because these professions
were closed to women.

M3 ":' J'M My mothcr drew all the plans for
our housc She c; one of the bce;t
drafting technicians in the
city'

"'I'll'S/!: h My mother drew all the plans for
our house She e; onc of the best
technical illustrators in the
city'

; jl"1Jl j il My mother drew all the plane; fer
ar house She's one a the bes

draffing technicians n the
cldy'

Synonym draftsperson n

fair play n a re<,pect lor the rules wh0n
competing In a sport.

I"'o"'-PC Yt:RSIOIII:1 sportsmanship n
M3» ':' J'M Greg always exhibits fair play

when he competes in Sports

if WliWt :ji Grcg alwClys exhibits respect
for the rules when he
competce; In sports.

!v!j'iW w: Greg ahweez exhibit.'> fair play
when e c mpetes 'n sports

first voyage n the first lrIP made by a ship

I"'O"'-PC Yt:RSIOIII:1 maiden voyage n

M3 P:'''. The TitanIC sunk dunng Its rarst
voyage

ii' i 'm'm :'h The fnamc sunk dunng Its first
trip

; ttl'iU:t:il The Titilnie <,unk dunng t~ first
voyage

fisher n one whose hobby 11 IS to go fishing
IIICIW-PCvtltSlOw:1 fisherman n

Mp':iUM My mother has been a fisher
all hcr life. You should have
seen the salmon she eaughl last
week'

IW11f,W: a My mother haS been an
enthusiast of fishing all her
life You shOUld have seen the
salmon she caught last week'

; 'fl,m' il My mother s been a fisher all er
life. Ya should'a seen the salmon
she caughl las' weck'

Nore fishing crew n pi more than
one fisher

£oreperson n one who serves as the ICader of
a group of workers

I"'o"'-pc Yt:RSIOIII:1 foreman m
Note No femlnlnc versIon eXIsted

beeau~e these profeSSions
were dosed to women

Mp':iUM Ihe foreperson smd we could
all leave early today' I love
working for this company'

It t l'/ti ml'1i fhe leader of the workers
~ilId we could all lCClve early
today! I love working for this
company'

R't"Jnt:" The foreperson silId we could
illlleilve early tadily! I love
working fer lhis comp nyl

.'Jynonym supervisor n
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handypersoD n. One whose occupmion IS to
do a varicty of smull tasks and repuir'>

INON-PCvtJUICIN,1 handyman n.
NUll' No feminine version eXIsted

because these profcsslons
were closed to women
who had the rcpulatlon
of bemg hclplcs> dnd
unskilled

_U':W. 1found the bCSI handyperson
She can fix anythingl

ii t I m.l.: :'h 1found the bCSl person who
does small tasks and
repairs She can fix anythIng'

iil "£"'OI11:ij I foun' the best handyperson
She c n fix anythlllg'

~ynonym do-it-yourseUer n

heir n one who Inherits a title posmon or
money

INOM-PCVUSIOM,1 heir m.• heiress r
_p ':,;1. Jennifer IS heir 10 her fathcr s

fortune. When he dies, she's
going to Inhcm 30 million
dollars'

.2 tl11!.W ;'11 Jpnmfer IS the person who is
going to inherit her father's
fortune. When he dies, she's
going to inhent '30 million
dollars'

IR lii,jJlt:w: Jenmfer s heir do er father s
fortune, When e dIes, she's
gonna mherlt thlrdy million
dollers l

hero n one who I'> greatly admIred because of a
remarkable dccomplishmenl

INON-PCVERSION-1 hero m • heroine f.
'Vore Yes, this is spelled dlld

pronounced the same way
as the drug "heroine I

-nc'J!. I had an Important mcctlng at Ihe
office today and forgot my
briefcase at home' Luckily, my
husband brought it to me just In

lime l He's my hero'
51 !,I'!li W; 11 I had an Important mectlng at the

officc today and forgot my
briefcase at home' LuckilY, my
husband broUght It to me just
III lime' He's the person I
admire most'

NOW TO 8£ POLITICALLY COIUUCT OR "PC"
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"It'IlJI':il I had n Important meedlng It
the office taday n tergot my
briefcase 'il homel Luckily my
husban brad it ta mc JUSt n timc'
He s my hero'

homemaker n one who takes Care of one s
home and tamily (typically deSCrIbing
someone who docs not have a paying Job
bUI has a spouse who parns the living)

INON-PCVEAAON:1 housewife rI househusb8nd
m. (although not P,C.. thIS teml IS
becoming mcreasingly popular)

_P':iJl. Carl is a homemaker He lakes
cure of the children and the
house while his WIfe, ~ue
supports lhe family. Shc's an
executive in one of the lurge~t

software companies in the lJ S

,/ ti'BtS,[: a Carl is a person who takes
care of the home and famUy
He takes Lare of the children dnd
the house while his Wlfe. Sue
'>uppons the family. Shc's an
executive in one of the largest
software companies in the U S

;"!lU":jj Carl s a homemaker Hc takes
Lure a the children an the housc
while ts wife, Sue supports the
fam'ly, ~he's n execudive none
a the largcs sofware comp'nics
n the U.S.

host n one who gives a pdrty or event to whIch
you are InVltcd

I'''''M-pc Vl:RSION:1 host m • hostess r
_ p cm. Jrcne IS a wonderful host She

'ierves the' best food and always
has great entertainment

'/','11%1 I'll lrene IS a wonderful party­
giver. She serves the hcst food
und always has great
entenainmem
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iW'iJli:i! Irene s a wonderful host. She
serves the bes' food n ahwecz
has grade in(l)cnainment

insuraDee agent n one whose OLCupatlOn I~

10 sell insurance
INON-PCVEItSION:1 insurance salesman m

NOIe' No femInllle versIon eX1sted
becau<;e these profcssions
were dosed to women

-i";';'. My insurance agent found me
a great deal on car insurance. I m
going to be pa'y1ng half of what
I paid last ycar l

nJ,j'IlW[;,1I Thc person who seUs me
insurance found me a great
deal on car insurance I m gOIng
to be pelying half of whal I paid
la'>l year l

; l!iilJli i! My insurance agent foun me
el great deal on Lar insherance
I m gonna be pel'y1ng half a
whad I paid lel.'>t year l

Synonym insurance broker n

layperson n eln amateur

IIIOW-PC vtltSlolI:1 layman n

-:l£':WM I know you re not a professIonal
p<.l1nter but for <.l layperson.
your painting loo\<'<' so realistic'

51 tl'!! i \It )In I know you re not a professIonal
pdintcr but for dn amateur,
your painting looks so realistic I

;< '!liiJi ':i! I know y r nod cl prafeSSlOnell
pain(t)er b t fer a layperson yer
pain(t)ing looks so realistic'

middleperson n the contact or lntermedlan·
between two or more people

11IOrII-PC:VEItSIOW" middieman n

_g':qIM You can tell Steve that If he
wants to come 10 my party
he has to apologizc to me
I m not going to be the
middieperson for you bOlh
If you want to commul1lcate
wnh him, talk to hIm directlyl

'nl:m;m::a - You Cdn tell Steve thal If he
wants to Lomc to my pany
he has to apologize to me
I m not going to be th0
intel'lllediary for you bOlh If
you want to commUI1lCalC wnh
hIm lalk 10 him directly'

IR,I!"O'i:jj - Ya c n tell Steve Ih d If e wants
la come del my pardy he hasta
elpOlaglze ta me

- I m not gonnd be the
middieperson fer you both
Ifya wannna communicate
IIJ1th 'Im lalk to 'lm dircc'ly'

modern soeiety n pre~ent day clVllizatlon

11IOrII-PC:VEltSlow·1 modern man n

_p,:,.l. fwo hundred year.'> ago, air
travel was considered impossible
Luckily modern society
Invented clirplanes l

5i , \?j' \It I'll I wo hundred year.'> ago aIr
trdvel was considered Impossible
Luckily present-day society
Invented airplanes '

IR 1I"iP .:¥ Two hundred years ctgo ellr
Irelvel w'z c'nsidered impossible
Luckily. modern sasiedy
l11Ven(t)<'d airplanes '

nature lover n. one who love~ bClng around
ndl\lre and going on hikes and nature walks

11IOrII-PC:VEItSIOW·/ outdoorsman m
Note No femimne versIOn existed

because this rype of activity
wasn't Lonsidercd proper
for women

-P';WM My fellher IS a redl nature
lover. He takes me on hike'>
every weekend'
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5J "'''!Obl :'a My father I~ 0.1 redl enthusiast
about nature. He tdkes me on
hikes evety weekend)

IjI II!'l;l1 il My father\ 0.1 real nature lover
He take~ me on hikes ev'ry
weekend'

paper carrier n. one whose occupation IS to
deliver rhe new~paper ro your home or office

1"g"'-I< ~IUIGfoI;1 paperboy m • papergirl f
-;"Pi'M Cdn you believe rhis'} The paper

carrier Ihrew Ihe newspaper
Inro the wdter dgdln I

51 (" BMa l." Can you believe thlS ' The
person who delivers the
newspaper threw the
ne~paper Into the wdter agaIn'

R1,,"1'101 1,' W! en you helleve thl~? I he paper
carrier threw the paper inla the
wader again r

patrol officer n a police officer who controls
a speCIfic area

IIIIGfoI-pcvuslllwll patrolman m
Note No feminine versIon eXlsled

because rhese professions
were closed to women

-;"m!. I think someone is trytng to break
into that building Quick' Find a
patrol officer'

"fm' \if j a Ithmk ~omeone IS trytng la break
Into that building QUick! Find a
police offer who controls
this area'

Wjl If, il ,il I th Ink someone ~ trytng ta break
mta that building Quick' Find a
patrol officer'

HOW TO 8£ POLITICAUV COIIAUT OR "PC"
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person in the street n the average person

IIIOW-PCVERSllIN:l man in the street n [or]
commonmann
NOle' No femrnine versIon of

these terms existed whIch
Implies thd[ only a man's
opinion was important and
there was no need 10 create
a fC'minine version

_p.:I;!4 Before we create a new pe~ondl

computer we need to find out
what people want Let s
mtel'Vlew the person in the
street and get some opinions

5i tiC 1..\1: ;'3 Before we create a new personal
compulC'r we need to find out
what people want Let s
Intel'Vlew the average person
and get some opinions

1jI1?,"!U/ii! B fore we creade a new pers nal
c mpuder we need da find out
what people wanl Let's
In el'Vlew rhe person in tbe
street n gC'1 ~ m opmions

prebistoric people n people who lived Il1

the prehistOlic rime
I"glll-I< ~IUIGfoI;1 elU'ly man n

NO/I' No femInine versIon eXIsted
because a woman s
contribullon to society was
considered less important
than that of a man s

_;,.:1;1. When prehistoric people
Invented the wheel. It was the
beginning 01 numerous new
mvcnlIon~
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li M!!"[j'd When people who lived in
the prehistoric time Invented
the wheel, It was the beginning of
numerous new mventions

"1!.',qHil When pre'istoric people
mven(t)ed the wheel, it w z the
beglnnmg of numerou~new
mvention~

repairperson none whoe;e OC~upclnon IS to
make repairs

IMOM-PCYEIUION,1 repairman m

NOle No feminine version eXisted
because the~e professions
were closed to women

_gi". The teleVIsion I~n t workmg
again I think wC' need to call a
repairperson

U MW;W :'D The teleVIsion I~TI t workmg
again I think we need ID call a
person who makes repairs

"J!',q.' il The TV Isn I workmg clgain
1think we need da call a
repairperson

sales representative n one whose
occupation le; to ~ell merchandise

INOM-PC VERSION:I salesman m • saleswoman f •
saleslady f • salesgirl f •

M;":'". If you're Interested in buying a
new carpet I'd be happy to gel a
sales representative to help
you

'11,1 Il' SI:: 11 If you re mterested In bUying a
new carpet I'd be happy to get a
person employed to seD
merchandise to help you

1# 't"iJHil If Yr Int rested n bUYIng a nel},
carped I'd be happy da ged a
sales rep la help ya

Synonym c sales agent n
Synonym? salesperson n

sharpshooter n one who IS extremely
profiCIent at shootmg d gun

IIICIW-PCYElUIOW·1 rUleman m.• marksman m
NOIe No femimne version existed

because this type of activin
was not considered proper
for women

MP.':W. My grandmother was known clS
bemg the only female sharp­
shooter in her lown She could
shoot a can off a fence a mile
awayl

"t1 !!!Oh! :'11 My grandmother was known as
being the only female person
who was extremely
proiicient at shooting a gun
III her town. She could ShOOI a
Ccln off a fence a mIle away'

'''!OJ'pUp My gru'ma w z known 'ez bemg
the only femclle sharpshooder
In er town. She could shood a
can off a fence a mile away'

sporting ad}. said of conduct that IS expected of
d good athlete such ae; courtesy and grace In
lOSing

II:IOI:I-PCVERSION:I sportsmanlike ad)

MP'PUM After JelTlost the tenms matCh,
he went up to the wmner and
congratulated him That was ve£)
sporting of him

"tl'!!'W]'l1 Aflcr .Ieff lost the tenms match
he went up to the WInner and
congratulalCd him ThaI wa~ very
courteous sports behavior

!R l» j '1 g,:p After Jeff lost the lennis match
he wen up [a the wmner n
c'ngradjaladed 'im That w t. very
spording of'im

waiter n one whose occupanon IS to serve
cuslomers food in a restaurant

IIICIW-PC VEIUIoN:1 waiter m • waitress f
M,If:!;!. Could you Jsk the waiter to

bring u!> some more water?
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"il'i·!\t(j'A Could you ask (he food-server
to bring us some more water?

lR't',q":jj Could Ja ask thc wader del !mng
us s m morc wader?

Synonym server n

weather reporter n. the pcr~on on the news
who rcports the weather conditions for the
dfly and the near future

IIIO'l-l'(l/£lUIOII.1 weatherman n

,\.'ore No femmme verSion eXisted
because these professiom
were c1o<;ed to women

_p':';!M The weather reportersuyS!l s
gomg to rain tomorrow ,.md I just
wflshed my Cflr'

51' 'PH'S,I lid 1he persoD who reports the
weather conditions on the
news says it's going 10 ruin
tomorrow elnd llu~t wushed my
cc.lr l
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Ii I¥ 'iLW:a The weather reporder says it s

gonna ram tamorrow n I jus'
wc.lshed my cur!

Synonym meteorologist n

worker n. one who IS hIred 10 do physlcallabor

IMOM-l'(l/£lUION,1 workman m
'fore No femlllll1e version existed

because these professions
Wf'r", clospd 10 women

-P':'OBM We nepd la hIre some workers
to build us a new roof 11 leaks m
here every lime !l rc.lm..,1

.1 t"Il' m;'3 We need to hire some people
who do physical labor 10

build us i1 new roof. h leaks In

here every lime 11 rams'

1 1.. "IU., ill We need del hire s m workers
td build us <.I new root. It leaks In
here ev ry time It rains'

yacbter n. one who owns fl yachl
IIIO'l-l'(l/£lUIOM I yachtsman m.

'\lore No feminine version existed
because yachting was
considNcd a mfln s
pastime

_P':'OI!W Jlm is a millionaire and owns
several bouts. He hus been c.I

yachter for thtny years

""'MW;'h Jlm I~ Cl millionaire and owns
several boats Hc has bppn a
yaCht-owner fOf thirty years

"SI !'lJ":il .hm S a millionaire n owns sev fc.ll
bOc.lts. lIe s been a yac:hter lCr
Ihirdy years

~'ynon'ym J sailor n

Synonym 2 yacht owner n
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MATCH THE PICTURES
As a fun way to get started, ~ee If you can guess the meanmg of the
ncw sldng words and expressions on thc oppositc pagc by using the
pictures below llnd fo11 owmg thc COntcxt of the <;enlencc,>
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TELEVISION & ENTERTAINMENT SUNG

1 I If a television ~how I~ really
popular, ofientimes i'l spin"
off is crealed
[)eJinirion~ "uanaltOn o( the
show based On the original"

D True U False

12 I love .Iltcom.l becau~e I love
to laugh and be entcrtained
Drfinirion: "dramatic television
programs"

D True D False

13 Did you see the .spoof on
Raiders of the Lost Arc last
night? It was hilanous!
Qf.finicion 'humorous satlre"

o True 0 False

14 John thlnk..~ he s a great actor
bUl he's nothing but a ham'
Definition "bad actor who
ouerac!s'

D True LJ False

15 I don t hke slapstick
comedies I prefer comedies
that rely on grcat dIalogue to
make you laugh!
Definition "physical"

DTrue D Fdbe

That television pilot was
great' I hope It becomes a
regular program'
Defini/ion: "test epISode (rom a
proposed teleuision program·

[j Tru(' 0 False

8 Although AI only has a one­
"ner, I know hc'll get a huge
reaction from the audience'
Defrnirion "uery large part"

o True U False

7 My uncle loves watching hIS
favorite series every
Wedne~daynight
Definirion "commercIals'

o True U False

6 I saw thl~ episode already
It's a rerun
MDirion "rebroadcas!

D True D False

9 Many silent film actOrS were
known for mugging since
there was no ~und
DefiniJion.: ·using exaggerated
(acial expressions

o True U Frllse

Donna hu~ been tryJng to
become an actor for year~.

Well today she finally got her
big break' A producer
offered her a big pan In a
mOVie!
DefinitIOn big opporrumty"

o True 0 False

2 Why ore you gOing to ~ee thelt
mOVie? I hear it's a real dog l

Definition high qualtty work"

DTrue DFabe

3 Ahcc drdn t get a big pari It
was just a walk-on
QillT)ition' . mmOr non­
speaking role

D True :l False

4 My dad s a performer. He's
been In show biz all his life
Definition: "!he entenainmenl
Indusny"

o True D Fal~c

5 When the elephants came out 10
drcssed uS mOVie stars It was
a show-stopper'
Definirion boring momem In

the show"
U True 0 False



Lesson 8 • A BIG BIU:AIC IN SHOW BI%!

A. DIALOGUE USING SLANG &r IDIO,,"
The words Introduced on the fir~t two pages are used In the
dialogue below See If you can understand the conversation
Nore The trdnslatlon of the words In boldfdce IS on the light
hand page

CD-B' TUCK 11

Anc1reo Old you see thc telCVlslon show last mght about the door who tries to get his big
break in show biz'l

Gory 1didn't see tt but I heard about It Wasn I It il rerun?

Andrea No [t WdS d tCICVlslon pilot for d sitcom It Wd" a spin-off of d series that u~ed to
be real popular a few yCdr<; ago

Gory So what did you thmk?

Andreo It was a spoof about Hollywood. but It WdS way too slapstick for me The "tar of the
show was such a ham l He did nothing but mug all the time And you won t believe
who hdd a walk-on Lec Murphy'

Gary Whdt WdS she domg In a dog hke that?

Andrea I don't know She dldn t even hdve a one-finer but her reactions were ,1

show-stopper'

~s9) TELEVISION e;. ENTERTAIN14£NT SLANG
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B. DIALOGUE TRANSLATED INTO STANDARD ENGLISH
LET'S SEE HOW MUCH YOU REMEMBERI
juSt for fun move around In random order to the word~ dnd
expressions In boldface below. See If you can remember their
...lang equivalents without looking at thc left hand page'

Andrea Old you see the television show last mght about the actor who tries to get hiS exciting
opportunity in the entertainment industry?

Gory I didn't see 11, but I heard about 11 Wa<;n'tlt a repeat of a previous show?

Andrea No h was a teleVISIon show that is presented one time to test people's
reactions tor a situation comedy It was a version of a regular television
program that used 10 be rCdl popUlar a few years ago

Gary So, what did you think?

Andrea It was a hnmorous satire about Hollyv.;ood, but It was way too physical and
clownish for me The star of the show was such an unskiUed actor who
overacts! He did nothmg but make overly exaggerated facial expressions all
the tlmc And you won't believe who hdd a smaU part Lee Murphyl

Gary Whal was she domg m something of snch low quality like that?

Andrea I don I know She dldn t even have one word or phrase to say, but her reactions
were the best part of the show'

TELEVISION 6" ENTUTAJNHENT SLANG
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M3I favorite actor is... because•••

~:~
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Andrea Dld'Jd e;ee the TV show las ntde about the acter who tries da get 'is big break n
show biz?

Gary I didn't see It b'd I heard dboud It Wasn' Id cl re-run?

Andrea No It w 7 d TV pilot fer a sitcom It W'7 d spin-off 'ev a series th t U'i!o) be real
populer a few yedrs ago

Gary So whad Jd think?

Andrea It w Z Cl spoof about Hollywood, b d It w 7 way tOO slapstick fer me The Slar 'a the
show w t. such a ham l He did nothing b't mug dll the time An ia won t believe who
had a walk-on Lee Murphyl

Gory What w I e;he domg n d dog hke that)

Andrea I dunno She dldn even have d one-liner bud er reaCtlon~were a show-stopperl

The dldlogue below demonslrate~how lhe slang conversation
on the preVIous page would really be ~pokenby native speakers I

Lesson 8 • A BIG BA£AK IN SHOW BI%!

C. DIALOGUE USING •.ilEAL SPEAK"

big break exp exciting opportunity (moc;[ olten heard In reterence 10 the entertainment mdmtry, but
Cdn also be used to de",cnbe an exciting opportUntty In other cdreer~)

Mn':w_ Ahce finally got her big break There Wd", a big Holly
wood producer In the dudlencc of her e;chool play who
hIred her for hie; new movie'

II fj'm,W l'li Ahce lindlly got her exciting opportunity to ad­
vance in her career There was a big Hollywood pro
ducer in the audience of her school pluy who hIred her for
his new movie l

, If! 'inl. Ahce fin Iy god er big break There w I a bIg Hollywood
praducer n the audience ev'er school play who hired er
fer I"' new mOVIe'

VOCABULARY
The followmg words and expresslom were used In the preVlou~

dialogues Let e; take Cl clo",er look at what they medn
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dog n ')omethlng of very low quality

_*WiBM Thm mOll1e was such d dog' I fccl like getting my money
back from the mOVIe theater'

IJ El 'Mm: iN That mOVIe was such low quality! I feel like getting my
money bilck from the mOVIe theatcr'

, l?, 'IUUR That mOVIe w zsuch a dog' I feel like geddmg my money
back fr m the mOVIe theeder l

~ynonym turkey n

'41:11'11) :.J".:.:;t;! ,11,:1I;p,t,tj ti!':'J:W
The movie••• WIU such G dog becGuse...

ham n u shortened ver~lon of ham acror which IS an unskIlled ilCWr who overacts

-tl.f:iBM Bob s acting IS completely unnatural and exaggcrated
Hc'') 'illch a ham'

i/ II'Iji,W :'11 Bob\ clUing I') completely unnarurdl and cXdggerated
Hc's ~uch an unskiUed actor who overacts'

, W'IE! il Bob s aCllng IS c'mpletely unnatural n exaggeraded He ~

such d ham l

'N·::I'·:" :·I".:·t:t;!;jl,f'j;H,ttttit·:'J tI
I 'hinh... is G big hGm becGuse•••

mug (to) u to mdke exaggerillcd fdcial expressions
-t!!:' ~,. Tony s acting I')n t believable at ,111 Hc keeps mugging 10

thc camera!

IJ E!'MW PN Tony\ dUing Isn't believablc dt all He keeps making
exaggerated facial expressions to thc camera'

'W'UUjA Tony ~ilctmglsn't believable Id all He keeps muggingti'l
thc cam'ra'
,:, '~;Il'lil:·,;,·:·t:tJ!;;i,n,;tp ,tjl'!,)'; tI
•••mugs more ,hGn Gn31 performer I've ever .seen!

one-liner n. • 1. d very small part conslstmg of one word or sentencc (known d~ a [me) • 2. a short loke
usually told in one sentcnce

-tmm'. Afterstudymgactmg for ten years, IJu~t got myfir~t part In a
movie I ~hould be happy but it's just a one-liner

UEI 'Mm: 11 After ~tudymg aCllng lor ten years, IJu')t got my fir~t part In a
mOVIe Ishould be happy but it's iu~t i'l very smart part
consisting of one word or sentence

IW'l1t':il After srudymg acting fer ten yeurs, I IUS' got my fir~ pard n
a mOVIe I should bc happy bud it\ lust a one-liner

*££f;!J!*. ell told a funny one-linerat my party I laughed ~o hard'

Cl I,I.'IltW l:lI GII told d funny short joke at my party I laughed so
hard'

'W'jJtUti CII told a funny one-liner fI mypardy I laughed so hard!

l't-ell-pl :·'UI{-t1;!jiIJf i j;:r '.!i('!·liJ tI
Eric go' his firs' one·'iner in G•••

TELEVISION Iio ENTERTAINIltENT SLANG
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pilot n a te~t episode from d propoe;ed teleVISion program presented to the public In order to get a
general reaction

_n,:w- IJustgothlreddsandctormaTVpUot Ifllsapprovcd I'll
have a regular part In a TV program'

." j '!il.m: '11 I Just got hired as an aCtor In a TV test episode If II'S
approved, I'll hdve a regular part In cl TV program I

Am,jW,il I JUs' got hIred ez 'n actor 'n a TV pilot If II'S approved
a'll have a reguler pard n d TV program'

la·'~i(·lil:·I"{·t:!J!,;i~:rJ;:'ttit'!·lIJ:W
I just got hired as an actor in a TV pilot aboul...

rerun n a TV or rddlO progrdm that has alreildy been broildcast one or more limes before

-j:t.t:W- I'm e;o excited l Seinfeld b on teleVIsion tonight' Oh wall
It's a rerun dnd I've already seen this episode

Cl tl!lltml'ii I m so exclled' Semfeld IS on teleVISion tOnight! Oh, wait
It s already been broadcast before and I've alread}
seen thiS episode

Am'jJ!.!:il I m e;o exclded' Sem[eld eL on TV danlght' Oh, wil1d It\ a
rerun n I vc ahready seen this episode

I:I ):1£,:'1 :·j,'i·t!;fJJij,:J';tt;t!11.it·:Ojl
L4st night, I saw a rerun of m)l ravori'e...

series n a television program that IS broadca!>t each week WIth d new episode

-;:tt:W- Frtends I!> one of Amcncd s longest-running series It's
been on teleVl!>lon for over ten years'

.i tl'IlMI[ hi Frtends l~ one of Amenca'~ longest-running television
programs that are broadcast each week with a
new episode It's been on television for overten years I

Wm,jJtl:il Frtends 'ez one 'ev Amencd s longes runnmg series It s
been on TV fer over ten years'

'a-::,'-:·":-';'·:·::';:!;;',:l ';:',&Bt, ~·lIJ :w
M)I favorite series b ...because•..

show biz exp an abbreviation of show bUSiness whIch le; common slang for "the entertainment
mdu~try "

-1i.'M!- Irene has been In show biz moe;t of her hte She started
acting when !>he was five year!> old

Cl t@!,ml'li Irene has been In the entertainment industry most
ofher life She sta rted acting when she was five yedrs old

Wm,jJtLil Irene's been n show biz most ev 'er life She e;tarded
acting when e;he W'7 five years old

Vanallon the biz exp

';t·ejl.)il :·';I{·t:li!&ii'IiJ;t',tytt'!·:'J"
M)I favorite actor is... because•..

TELEVISION & ENTEMAINHENT SUNG
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_,NZ'BM My fa vome sitcom 1S a famous Amertcan teleVISion show
called I Love Lucy starting LUCllle Ball and DeSl Arnaz

5j Jt11W[j'Ji My favome television show focusing on different
comeclic situations IS a famom Amencan telcVlsion
show called I Love Lucy <;tdmng Lucllle Ball and DC~I

Amaz

• lfl.jJUjj My fav m sitcom I~ a famous Amencan TV show called
I Love Lucy stamng Lucille Ball and Desl Arnaz

.: elllll,:·j,M·:·'PJ!,iiftiJ;p,ttjt'!·li,:W
M3I favorite sitcom is••• because...

I::-E'I(-:;I :·'fl{·t;t;!jij,Df;, t!f('t·li'j1
A performer from m31 country who is famous fo'l"
doing slapstick is...

"JI'Ii',W:'N When the magician turncd the mouse Into an elephant It

was an exciting moment where the applause
from the audience temporarily interrupted
the show I I never saw anything like that before

• lfl.jJUjj When the magician rurncd the mouse Into 'n elephant It

w'z a show-stopperl I ncver saw anything like that
before

Kecentl3l' J saw a great performance. Bui '-he
part that WIU the show-dapper was•••!

\

show-stopper n a performance or performer tha! recclves ~o much applausc from the audlencc thdt
the show IS tcmporarily Interruptcd

-E'ZWM When the mdgician turned thc mou<;e Into an elephant. It

was a show-stopperI I never ~aw anything like that
before

sitcom n an abbreVIation of <;Iluarlon comedy which IS a tclcVlslon <;how fOCUSing on different comcdlc
situations

slapstick ad]. said of a teleVlslon show mOVIe, or play thdt contams a lot of ph~lcal comedy such a~

thrOWIng pies in each other s face cxaggerated falls, comedlc fighting, collision~, etc • (lit) a paddlc
designed to produce a loud noi<;c when striking someone VJithoUl causmg injUry

_U.'ZWM One of Amcrtca'~most populdr slapstick comedIes wa~
called The Three Slooges, where three eccentric mcn
constantly hit and punched each other

Ii tl.'ll£W Vii One of Amenca <; mo~t popular physical comedies wa<;
called The Three Slooge~, where three eccentric mcn
constantly hit dnd punched Cdch other

Q i;,i'1]ui! One'ev America's most populer slapstick comedte<; W'7

called The Three Stooge~, whcre three eccentric men
constantly hit 'n punched each other
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spin-off n a VdndtlOn of a teleVlslon show based on the onglnal

Ma:pm!M Frasier was d spin-off of the popular teleVlslon progrdm
called Cheers which was on television for over ten years'

ntWr,m:1I Fraslerwds a variation of a television show based
on the popular television program called Cheers which
was on television for over ten years'

Ri£"PUWI Frasler w'z d spin-off of the populer TV program cdlled
Cheers which W'L. on TV fer over ten years l

1'1·::'1(.1" :·jIINMhi',U;:r,Wt\N!J]I
M~ favori.e spin-off is based on...

spoof n a humorou<; sallre

Ma W!BM The Mummy WIth Brandan Frasier IS a spoof of the
ongmal mOVle It was hllanous' I've already seen It more
than a d07en times'

11 tl'MW i'lI The Mummy WIth Brunddn Frasler IS a hnmorous satire
of the original mOVle. h was hilarious' I ve already Seen It
more than a dOL.en times l

; W'jJUM The Mummy w'th Branddn Frasler's a spoof of the OTlgJ
nal mOVle. It w'z hilarious' I vc ahreadyseen It more th'n a
dozen nmes'

M~ favorile spoof is... because...

walk-on n d minor non ,>peakmg role

Ma U::WM C1audla told everyone thal ~he had a part m the new
Madonna movie but it wa~ nothmg more than d walk­
on l

ii tijlUU-:'ij Claudta told everyone thut she had a part In the new
Madonnd mOVle but It Wd<; nothmg more than a minor
non-speaking role'

UJ!\,jJtI:M Claudla told ev'ryone th t she had a pard n the new
Madonna mOVle b d It w'z nothing more th'n a walk-on'

1\150 I cameo n short for cameO role which IS a bnef appedr­
eance by il well-known actor in a television show mOvIe
or play

Aim 2 extra n a minor actor In cl nOn speaking role that 1<;
usually part of a crowd scene

Synonym atmosphere n

,'t·"i-p' :·1".: t:r;!;ijl:Ll;tt,1,iit'! :Jj:W
I'd love '0 have a walk-on on the TV show
called...

TELEVISION li- ENTERTAINMENT SLANG
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A. CRlAT£ YOUR OWN STORY - (Pan 1)
Follow the mstructlons below and wme down your answer In

the space provided When you have finished answenng all the
questions, transfer your anSwers to the Story on the next page
Make sure to match the number of your answer WIth the
numbered space In the Story Remember The funnier your
answers, the funnier your Story WIll be I

Wnte down an ddleCtlve (brg, small strange, ere )

2 Wnte down a thmg (penLlI. potato. toothbrush, etc) _

3 Wme down a place (restaurant. library marker etc)

4 Wnte down a thing In plural form (pencils, potatoes, roorhbrushes, etc)

5 Wme down dn ddJectlve (bIg, small strange, etc)

6 Wnte down a liquId (water, glue wme etc)

7 Wme down a verb endmg m " mg" (golfing, dancmg, runnmg etc)

8 Wnte down any type of liVing Creature (rat, hzard, goldfish, erc) _

9 Wnte down a piece of clothing m plural form (hats belrs shoes etc)

10 Wnte down a body part m plurdl form ({eet, arms eyes, etc )

I I Wnte down il noun (footstool, plQno radIO, etc) _

12 Wrtte down d verb ending In " mg" (golfing, danCing running etc)

TELMS'ON &0 ENTERTAIN14ENT SLANG
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B. CREATEYOUROWNSTOR.Y- (Pan 2)

Once you've filled In the blanks, read your ~tory illoud If
you've done Pan I correctly, your story ~hould be hilarious'

+w,~!.'jTt;-5'~

TELl GABBY WHERE IT HUI:?TS...

"Dear Gabby..."
by Gabby Blabber
Advice Columnist

m d 1...._._' I've

studied actmg from some of

the best 1••a ••Jm

the world and the thought of

haVIng a one-finer m a

:--rl sitcom makes

m~ want to drown m~clfm a

pool OfGri The pilot

The show-stopper IS when

we sce hiS pet eat an enttre

••El_-;'~;!I I certamly

wouldn't mind dOing a

walk-on on d show that

wa~n't so slapstick and full

of actors who arc nothmg but

big hams and mug all the

Dear Gabby IS about a man who loves to time' Am I wrong not to be

Signed,

Brad Pms

••mII••] for JOy?'go[ ,With hl~ pel [

I finally got my big break m [ -J which I~

show biz last week I know always weanng I

Lhdl I should be feeling very on hiSI -1- :J Doesn't

Iabout It but I thdt sound hke d dog to you?

got hired to play the part of d I can t believe It S actually

[ -- rl who works bemg turned mto a series

TELEVISION & ENTERTAINMENT SLANG
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c. WHAT WOUf.D yOU DO If $0,..£0'1£ SAID...'
What would you do In response to the words In white Italtcs'
Choose your answer by placing an "X" in the box

CD-B, TUCK .4

I would
U a agree that he's a great actor
D b agree that he's a temble actor
D c. agree that he has been getung fat

I would...
D a ask him how long he's been a golfer
D b suggest he try runrung Instead
D c buy a ticket to see his performance
I would...
D a. ask why he loved the mOVie so much
D b. go see the mOVIe nght away
o c. ask why he dIdn't like the mOVIe

I would
D a ask what kInd of busmess she's In

o b. ask If she meets a lot of mOVIe stars
D c ask If she has found a Job yet
I would.
D a. ask why he prefers dramas
D b ask why he prefers comedIes
D c. ask why he prefers musicals

I would
D a ask to know more about It
Ob ask not to be told more about It

o c wonder why they stopped the show

I would
o a. ask how many years tt's been on TV
D b hope it becomes a regular TV show
D c tlunk It's unsafe for pilots to watch TV
I WOUld..
D a offer my congratulatlons
o b offer my sympathIes
D c offer to call the paramedtcs

I would
[.J a. ask If It was a senous documentcuy
LJ b. ask Ifll was scary

Dc ask If It was funny

I would.
D a congratulate hIm on hl~ ~mall role
D b congratulate hIm on hIs bIg role
D c ask him If he had a stamng role

TELEVISION e;.. ENTEMAINHENT SLANG
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D. CUATE YOUR OWN SUII'EPlCES
Read Person A's questions uloud, then use the suggested
words [0 create your !lentence~ for Perc;on B

CD-B" ruCk 2S

.
I PERSON A: PERSONB:

Why IS NilnCY so hdppy? [big break] [one-linerJ [show biz]

.2 PERSON A: PERSONB:
Ic;n't thut a famous uctor over there? [sitcom] [show-stopper] [series]

. "," ..
3 PERSON A: PERSONB:

Is there anythmg to watCh on TV tonight? (rerun] [mug] [dog]

4 PERSON A: PERSONB:
I ve never heard of this TV !>how before [spin-oH] [slapstick] [big break] .

5 PERSON A: PERSONB:
I heard you got a big role m a TV show [walk·on] [spin-Off] [show biz]

-',"

6 PERSON A: PERSONB:
What doe!> Larry do for a liVing? [series] [bam] [mng] [slapstick]

.... .

CD-B: ruCk I'A walk-on IS a mmor non ~pcakmg role
o True 0 False

2 A spin·oH IS a long commerCial
o True 0 False

3 Slapstick refers to a television show, mOVie, or play that contams d lot of phYSical comedy
o True U False

£. TaUE oa FALSE
Decide If the sentence IS true or false

4 A big break IS an excltmg opportUnlry
U True U False

5 A one-liner tS a very large dnd Important part comlstmg of many words or sentences
U True 0 Fal!>e

6 To mug means to make eXdggermed faCial expre~lons
Q True 0 Fal!>c

7 Show biz refers to people who like to be c;howy which IS slang for ~pretentlou,) ,
:J True -l False

8 A spoof I!> <1 dramatic sanre
U True 0 Fal~e

9 A sitcom I') a television show focusmg on different comedlc slruatlons
Q True LJ False

lOA rerun IS a telcvision or radio program that IS bemg broadcast for the Ii.rst [Ime
U True 0 Falsc

T£UVlSION &- UIr£RTAlNM£NT SLANG



Si tjlJiWr: 'n l.dune doe!> nothing but talk
about her accomplishments dll
the lime and mosl of what she
says IS a lte She s such a
braggart I

Ilj"jpl:jj Laun<. doe~ nothmgb t talk
aboud er accomplishments dll
the time n most a what she
Scl~ 'C7 a lie. She s such a
blowhard l

Ma» ':iUM Emlly talked to me for an entire
hour about her surgery After fivc
mlnUlCS she was boring the
pants off me'

Si f,'Il'W 1'4 Emlly tdlked to me for an entire
hour about her surgery After five
minutes she was boring me
terribly'

Q,lt"'JI':jj EmJly talk ta me fer n entire
hour uboud 'cr surgery After five
minutes ~he W'7 boring the
pants off me'

'>yncmym bore the living daylights
out of someone (to) exp

bore the pants oH someone (to) expo to
borc someone ~o much thdt even the person ~

pants want to get away'

brain dead (to go) expo to forget something
suddenly· aiL): a mcdical condition said of
Someone whose brain is completely dead

More Television & Entertainment Slang

TV SITCOMS

In addition, the followmg hM WIll gIve you some of the mo~t common terms used In musIc and the

newspaper Have fun learnmg them alP Break a Ie,l (That's entertainment slang for 'Good luck'")

The followmg term~ dnd expression~ were taken directly from ~ome ot the most popular American

television shows so you can bc ')ure thcy arc extremely popular and used by almost everyone' In the US,
some of our most loved and well known tclevlslon shows are sltuatlon comedies (known as sitcoms),

daytime episodic dramd,) (known il~ soaps), police show'), medical shows, and law ~hows

11IE AANCiHAN GUIDE TO STREET SPEAK 3

Nore I TV and sitcom arc popular abbrevlclllons
used by everyone:
• TV = "tclevision"
• sitcom'" "situation comedy"

(a TV comedy focusmg on iJ different
situation euch week)

"Jole 2 Because of the nature of TV sitcoms you 11
notice that milny of the followmg terms and
expressions are lypically fun light-hearted
and Imaginative

TELEVISION & ENTERTAINMENT SLANG

blowhard n a pcrson who 's very tdlkative and
brags constantly a braggan

M;r':WM Laune does nothing hutlalk
about hcr accomplishments all
the timc and most of whdt she
says is a lic Shc s such a
blowhard l



Lesson 8 • A 81G 8A£AK IN SHOW 81Z!

M1» ':iJ'. I forgot what I WdS talkmg dbout
a moment ago I just went
brain dead'

It tl'!!,..W l'!I I forgot what I was tulkmg about
u moment ago I ju~t

completely forgot what
I was thinkingl

IR U;"lWjIl I fergol wh d I w z talkmg uboud
<.1 momen ago I jus went
brain dead'

"utt naked (to "e) r.xp 10 be completely
naked
WP'M!. Old you see thut? Our nelghbor

IS running c.lround outside butt
naked!

" i,1 '1l"'$I[ : d O,d you see th<lt) Our nelghbor
I~ running around outside
completely naked'

i,W'LI't:w:: Did'ju see that? Ar nelghber s
running around outside butt
naked I

VonalicJn I buck naked (to be) exp

Variation 2 stark naked (to be) exp

cakewalk (to "e a) n saId of someth1l1g
extremely easy
Mi":'Jl. I have to filllsh writing thiS book

by next month. Thi~ is going to be
a cakewalk. I'm already on
chaptcr cight'

l{ tl'!!, s.: 1'n I huve 10 finish wntlng thiS book
by next month This is going 10 be
elltremely easy, ['m already on
chapter eighl'

Iilll !'lUt ill I haftc.llinlsh wndmg thiS book by
nex month This 'ez gonnc.l be
a cakewalk I'm ahready on
chapter eight'

VUrlalron piece of cake (to be a) exp

"Catch my drift?" exp "Do you underStand
what I m reulIy saYIng?
Mitt:'Jl. I think Carol dnd Pal are more

thun just fricnds Catch my
drift?

lW'nM.t::J1 I think Cdrol and Pdt ilre more
Ihun JUSt friends Do you
understand what I'm really
saying?

; 1"'01' il I thmk Cdrol n Pad er more th n
IUS' friends Catch my drift?

Vano/lon "Get my drift?" exp

chintzy adl of very pOOl quallly cheap lookmg

-p.':W- Old you notice the furniture III

Margaret's house? It's so
chintzy and I know she s very
nc.h'"i\B"S,1 I'll Old you notice the furnllure In

Margaret's house) It's so cheap­
looking and I know she s very
rich'

; ","W,t il Did 'Ju nodlce the furniture n
Marg'ret's house? It s so chintzy
n I know ~he s vcry lich l

Synonym schlocky adl

chow down (to) exp to "al

-3":I;lW I m hungry Do you wanl 10 go
chow down somewhere'l

It' "'dim: 11 I m hungry Do you want 10 go
eat somewhere?

; li,."jW jj I m hungry Wannd go chow
down somewhere')

crack someone up (to) f'Xp to make
someone laUgh

-"I:I;lW Ceuly IS the funmcst per~on
I know She always cracks
meupl

"tl'/ii,\lt l71 Ceclly ,s the funmesl person
I know She dlways makes
me laugh I

!R '!" 'If' , i! CeClly s the runniest person
I know She ahwee7 cracks
meupr

AI~o crack-up (a) n something very
funny • ThiS movie i~ a crack­
up I. This moVlc io.; very funny'

dressed to kiD (to be) f'.xp to be dressed In

beuutiful clothes

-iP:m. Wherc are you gomg tonIght?
You're dressed to kill'

"t\.1,iW I'll Where are you going tonight?
You're dressed in beautiful
clothes'

TELEVISION & ENTERTAINMENT SLANG



WWiiUt i\ Where er yc.l gOing lc.lnlght1 Y'r
dress' ta kill!

Synonym dressed to the nines (to be)
exp

Elake n someone unreliable

_Ei:i~'. Don t rely on Ed to remember to
pIck you up at the alrpon He '>

such a Slake

n 'j'Il~W 1'lI Don t rely on Ed 10 remember to
pick you up at Ihe airpon He s
such an unreUable person

Ij/" lIUIi:iI Don t rely on Ed do mmember
da pick ya up It the airport He.,
such c.l Slake

Also Slake [out) (to) "-"p. to be
unreliable· You promi!Jed you
would water my plants while
1was on vacation You totall,Y
flaked (out}'; You promised you
would water my plants while
I was on vacation You were
totall,Y unreliable I

laid back (to be) exp sc.lld of someone who~e
disposition is cc.llm and relaxed

_pq.._ My mother never gets upset
c.lbout little problems. She's very
laid back about things like that

n '1't!tW :'lI My mother never gelS upset
about little problems She s very
calm and relaxed about thing..,
like that.

;: '''''UIi:i! My mother never get~ upsed
about liddle problems. ~he's very
laid back about things like thc.lt

Synonym mellow (to be) adj

lose one's marbles (to) exp to go crazy

-i":'nM I think your nelghbor finally lost
her marbles. She s standing
outside barking al pc-ople!

51' l'O"'5/( )'lI I Ihmk your neighbor finally
went crazy. She's standing
outside barking at peoplel

Ij/ "! 'j ~. t:iI I think yer nelghbor fin 'Uy lost
'er marbles. She s standing
outside barking 'it people·

Synonym lose it (to) expo to go crazy
or to explode with c.lnger
(depending on the context)
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not to be aD it's cracked up to be exp
nOl 10 meet one ~ expectations
_i":W. This job isn't all it's cracked

up to be. I m ~o bored

It rmW( )'11 rhis lob doesn't meet my
expectations I m so bored

;,f"'';'' i\ This job isn' aD it's cracked
up ta be I m so bored

umpteenth time (for the) expo a mc.lde up
number which represents an Infinite number
of times_p':",. I ve told you for the

umpteenth time that Mark s
blrthday IS today. I can'! belleve
you forgot to buy him a present'

1I "'OlSi! : 11 I vc told you countless tilDes
thc.lt Mark's birthday is today
I can t believe you forgot to
buy him a pre~el1t1

IIt1llfHjj I ve told Ja fer the umpteenth
time th t Mark's btnhday's taday
I can t believe yc.l fergot ta buy
Im a present I

.)ynonym for the kabillionth I
kagiWonth tilDe exp

~~SOAPS"

.vale ThiS IS a very wmmon abbreVlal10n of ~oap
oper~ which are daytime episodic telcvision
~hows once sponsored by advertisers of soap
products Soaps arc well known for theIr high
dramc.l and mtense emotional relationships
between characters. As a result. you'll notice
that the followmg terms carry strong emotion
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"Break it up!" mee!] "SlOp fightll1g1

-Pt.!;!- Break it Upl I won t allow you
rwo to turn my home mto d
boxing nngl

""'!I' SI: J:R Stop fighting I I won tallow
you two to turn my home imo d
boxing ring l

It """IP/V Break id up' I won <.Illow you
twO da turn my home imo d
boxing ringl

cold nsh exp dn unfnendly cind unemotlon<.ll
person

-i' ':"! - Brad ~ new Wlfe IS :,uch a cold
fish When I went to their
house c;he never smiled on~e

ll'I11'Wl''1 Brad s new Wlfe IS :,uch an
uniriencliy and unemotional
person, When I went to their
house ~he never smiled once

i,i?;IJIW:V Brad ~ new Wlfe ez :,uch a cold
fish When I went ta their house
she' never smiled once

drop a bombshell on sOmeone (to) exp
to gIVe someone SOme news that he/c;he IS not
prepared 10 hear

-U',:'l'. Carla dropped a bombshell
on her tal her when she told him
she wa~ movmg to France

,,'j'H'S,! :'ij Carla gave her father some
news that he wasn't
prepared to hear when ~he

told him she wa~ moving to

France

IiI iJ "1J!Xjl C<.Irla dropped a bombshell
On er father when she told 'im
~he w z moving dd Frunce

get aD bent out of shape (to) exp to get
extremely up~et

Ni i ',:rJ!. P<.Iula got all bent out oi
shape just becau<;e I WdS Cl little
Idte picking her up al Ihe airpon

5J t"m;m ;'ij Pauld got enremely upset lust
beCduse I was a little late picking
her up at the airpon

; u"UI1'W! Pdula god all ben' oudda
shape jus' b cuz I w z a Iiddle'
late picking er up It the alrpon

get even with someoae (.
retaliate

Mj:£i:W_ ~o Monied thlllks she can steal
my husbund? Well, I m going to
get even with her If it'c; the lust
thing I do

5J !J'Il!>\/!:" So Monlca thmk.<, she can sleal
my husband? Well. I m going to
retaliate if Jl s the last thing I
do

; IIi'!J}':jj So Monlca thmks she c n steal
my husband" Well, I'm gonna
ged even with 'er if it's the Idsl
thing I do

"Get lost!" mre!] Le<.lv(' me alone I

MP':WW Get lost l IlOld you never la
speak 10 me ugall1 1

11 r,J11Wt:,a Leave me alone I I told you
never to speak to me again l

; ['\fiP' i1 Get lost' I fol JU never dd speak
la me agdin l

have it in for someone (to) exp, to lesem
someone so much thal you desire relClhalion

Mi! i .:1.!. Conme has bad it in ior me
ever since Jerry chose me over
her You should see how she
looks at me

Ii !J'!l!.h[ ljj Conllle has so much
resentment toward me that
she wants retaUation ever
since Jerry chose me over her
You should see how she looks at
me

; :tjllU1:!j Connle s had id in fer me ev(>r
since Jerry chose me over her
You should see how she looks
'it me

jerk someone around (to) (>xp to ml~lead

someone

MV:':"P- Every few months, you tell me
thut you 1I puy me bac.k, but three
years have ulready passed and
I haven't rcceive'd a dime from
you I think you re ierking me
around
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.pI'!J'\I!:lij [very few months, you tell me
thilt you 11 PilY me bilck but three
yeA,rs have already passed and
1haven t received a dime from
you I think you're misleading
me

; lIllU":i! [v ry few mUnts ya tell me Ih I
chu 11 pily me back b t three
years 'ev ahready passed 'n
I haven I received a dime fr m
you I thmk y'r jerking me
around

"Look who's talkingl" exp "You re IU!>t d!>
guilty"

-E'::)!M - You don t Cdre aboUl Tlm and
you know it.

Look who's talking I When
he was In Ihe hospital, you
never even came to visit

" t''Il' SI: ljj You don't care dbout Tim und
you know it

- You're just as guilty I

When he WilS m the hospllal
you never even came to VISit

i ft"jW:jj You don t CJre dboUI Ilm n
you know it

- Look oo's talking l When e
w Z 111 the hospld I, ya never
('ven came dJ vi!>it

pun a fast one (to) exp to do somethll1g
di~honesl

_P':'J!. Karen told i111 her fnend<; she
needed money for rent. In realily
she spent it all on gambling She
certainly pulled a rast one

./ j!:;,» j,: :I,l Kuren told all her fnends she
needed money for rent. In real1ty
she spent it all on gambling She
certainly was dishonest

; j» "t J» 'i! Kuren laId all er fne nd!> !>he
needed money fer rent In
reul1dy, she spen Id all on
gambling She cenainly pulled
a rast one

slap in the £ace (a) exp un lI1'>ull.

_B':';,M When Don promoted Ed instead
of me thal was a real slap in
the race
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"II'I'£\.I :'11 When Don promoted Ed msteJd

of me thut wa'> a real insult

A1I"WI:i! Wh n Don pramoded Ed nSlCad
d me Ihal w',; a real slap 'n the
race

tear jerker exp (pronounced reer Jer kl'r)
a story thut cuuses one to cry

-B':Il'. On my tavonte !>oup today,
Nancy s husband finally returned
home after being lost at sea for
five years' It was such d tear
jerker'

.1 tf'Bti.( :'4 On my fc.lvonte ~oap today.
Nancy s hu!>bilnd finally returned
home after being lost at sea
for five years' It Wus such an
emotional story that made
me cry'

AWilE' i! On my fav nt soap laday Ndncy!>
hu!>ban' fin'lly returned home
after bemg lost 'it sea fer five
years! It w',; such a tear jerker l

"That's the last straw!" Imer') ThaI s all
I can tolerale'

_P':'PM You lied to me ugam71 That's
the last straw' Gct out of my
house

il 'j'jlMli )'11 You Ilcd to me agam?' That's
all I can tolerate I Get out of
my hou,>e

A,III'W' i! You lied du me again'!' That's
the las' straw' Ged oudda my
house

touchy (to be) exp 10 bc qUick to take olTense

-p':'''. Joanne l~ touchy today, I asked
her how ,Jeff was and told me
never 10 ask her that again l

.1 "'jl"\11 )'11 Joanne IS quick to take
offense loday, I asked her how
,)cif WdS and she said told me
never to ask her thal agam l

All !ljUt i! JOtlnne s touchy daday I ast er
how Jefl was n !>he !>aid tal me
never da ask er thud again'
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TV POLIC£ $HOW$

alibi n. an excu~e that demonstrates thal a
~uspeu wa" ilway from Ihe crimc ,;cene
proving htslhcr innocence

ME";!)!W Our suspect did not commll the
murder. He has a good alibi He
was in Ihe hospilal al the time
having ~urgery

Ii 11'11 ..5.1 l'ij Our suspect did nOI commllthe
murder He h<.ls a good excuse
He was In the hospital al the tIme
haVIng surgcl)'

i"j,q":i1 AI ~uspecl dldn commit the
murder He has a good alibi He
w'z in the' hosptdlc it Ihe time'
haVing ~urgery

come clean (to) exp 10 tell the truth.

M;'':';!. Thc Senator finally decided to
come clean about his
relationship \\I1lh hi" secrelary

'Wm:m l'ij Thc Senalor finally deCided to

tetJ the truth aboul his
relationship \\11th his secretary

!tllj'UwMI 1he Senader fin Ily dCLlde'd da
come clean aboud 'i~

relationship with 'is secretary

crack a case (to) exp 10 sdve J ca~e

ME':';!. It's l<lken the delcctlve~ five year~

to crack this case, but they
finully found Ihc evidence they
were looking tor

"i,I'!!"'m :'11 II s taken the delectlves five yeurs
to solve this case, but they
finally found the evidence they
were looking for

Cif ","1JI1:Jj It 5 IJken the detec dlve~ five
years ta crack thiS case b I
lhey fin'lly faun Ihe cVldcnce
they were looking for

do time (to) exp 10 spend lime 111 Jatl or pnson

ME':!X!W If you gCt .,Iopped for dnnkmg
and driving, you m,ly do time

" ',i'll' Sit: 'a If you get stopp('d for dnnkmg
and dnving you may go to jaU

i I"'1Jr,!:il If yJ gel ~topped fer dnnkmg n
dnvll1g ya may do time

.synonym I behind bars (to be) exp

Synonym 2 cool one's heels (to) exp

Synonym 3 in the slammer (to be) C'.xp

framed (to get) ad), to gel wrongtully accused
becau.,e someone lied in order to make you
take the blume

M; If:W. I d,dn I commIl Jny Crlme I I WJS
framed I

Ii' I '!l !JI[ l:h 1dldn t commll any cnme ' I Wih
made to take the blame for
something I didn't do'

W!1 'Iani! I didn I commld any cnmc ' I w z
framed I

.synonym set up (to get) exp

Also I pin something on someone
(to) exp 10 blame somethll1g on
someone

At\O 2 take the heat for something
(to) exp to take the blume for
somethll1g

Also 3 take the rap for something
(to) expo 10 hIke lhe blame for
something

go down (to) exp 10 gel arre~ted

-UnU- The cnml1lJI Cdn run, but he
can t hide We're going 10 hnd
him and When we do hc's going
down.

11 WO' \It: 11 The crimmal can run, bUI he
can I hide Wc're going to find
him and when we do he 5

getting arrested

, Ui'iJr,Cil The cnmmal c n run bud (' Lan t
hide W r gonnJ find Im n when
we do he's goin' down
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hot on someone's heels (to be) exp to be
close to finding a suspeu

_P':q!. The suspect won't get felr We re
hot on his heels

il tl'b'W: a fhe suspect won t get fur Wc re
close to finding him

la' " "qlt:jl The !>uspect won t get lar W r
hod on 'is heels

Synonym close in on someone (to) exp

lead n a clue leudlng to a pOS!>lble solution

_p 'ZiP. A W1mess who aClUally saw the
robbery just called us This i~ our
first lead in the case

Utt' lr;q: lid A wItness who actudlly saw the
robbery Just called us. This is our
first clue that may lead us to
a possible solution in the
Cel!>e

; '£'I'OI1t:ij A INltness 00 akshelly saw the
robbery jus' called us This ez ar
firs lead n Ihe case

Synon}.m break n shon for break In rhe
case

let someone off (tbe book] (to) exp to
pdrdon someone from an olTense

-iff:W. I m gOing to let you oH [the
hook] thIS once because I don [
have any cVldence against you
But if I see you around here
dgain you're in big trouble'

iZ'! wom :'11 I m gomg 10 pardon you thl'>
once because I don t have any
eVIdence against you. But if I see
you around here again, you're' In

big trouble'1

Ia'!tl,qlt:ij I m gonnel let' chu oH [the
hook] thiS once b CUI. I don I
have any eVIdence against you
B'd if I see you around here
agall1 y r n big trouble'

nab someone (to) u. to arrest somC'one

-iP;!;'- The police nabbed the robber
the moment he walked out of the
bank

'Z t.VJlWt l Jj The police arrested the robber
the moment he walked out of the
bank
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la' !ttii~» i:W! The police nabbed the robber

the moment c walked oUdda the
bank

Synonym J haul in (to) v

Synonym 2 nail (to) u

Synonym 3 pick np (to) v

Synonym 4 take in (to) U

on tbe lam (to be) n to bf' runmng from the
police

-i":!;!- The cnmlnalls stili on the lam'
I thought he Wel'> arre~ted a long
time ago

",1'H'm ;111 The cnmmal is still running
from the police? I thought he
wa,> arrested a long timc ago

'WiLl":. The cnmlnal's slill on the lam?
I Ihod e w I urreSted a long time
ago

Synonym on the run (to be) exp

rap sheet n J police record of cnmes
commitle'd by someone

_g':';'. That cnmlndl hd'> been
committing crimes for yeelrs
He has a rap sheet a mtle long

'I.t!:B',BtJ'd That crtmlnal has been
committing crimes for years
He has a police record a mile
long

la' j'jilW:il Thai cnmlnal!> been wmmldlng
cnmps fer years. He has el rap
sheed <1 mile long

take a lot of twists and turns (to) exp
said of a case that has new elnd unu'>llal
developments

_g':IJl. At fir~t we were positive that the
mOlher was the murderer. But
after finding some new evidence
we think it was actually the
daughter who committed the
murders This case is taking a
lot of twists and turns
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Sl1.i1l'Ill: Ii At first wc were positive that the
mother Wil~ th{' murderer. But
after finding same ncw evidencc
we think It was actually the
daughter who wmmilled the
murders. rhls case IS having a
lot of new and unusual
developments

"!t'I1J1,i:j! At first we were posldlve th t thc
mother w 7 the murderer Bd
after findmg s m new evidence
we think it w Z Jkshelly the
dawder who commided the
murders rhis casc 'ez takiug a
lodda twin 'n turus

ambulance cbaser n a lawyer who looks for
accidentl> In hope of making money usually In

an unethical way through lying

M; ";1)'. Why are you leulIlg Ihat lawyer
represent you in your accident?
He's just an ambulance
chaser'

Si I tw W: § Why are you letllng that lawyer
represent you in your accident?
He's just a lawyer who looks
fOr accidents in hopes of
making money unethicaUy'

; I!'Jl)#Yil Why er ya leddlng thut lawyer
repre~en chu in ycr uccident?
He's JUSt n iUIIbulance chaser'

case in point exp a relevant eXdmple
_, h:q!_ - Do you think Susan ~ bdd

tcmper could eVCr make her
do something violent?

- I doubt that It s lrue Ihat I did
sec her punch her fist in a wall
once but thelt WilS different
Case in point' Ir she could
be VIOlent then ~he can be
VIOlent now

'tt.t1!'Sl! :'N - Do you thmk ~u!Xln., bad
temper could ever make her
do ~omething VIolent?
I doubt that Il's true that I dtd
see her punch her fist In a wall
once but that was different
A relevant ell[ample' If she
could be violent then she can
be violent now

11 ""'fU" il - Ya think Susan s had temper
could ever make 'er do
something VI lent?
I doubl that It's truc th d I dId
~ee er punch er fist n a wall
once b t that w z ditrrem
Case 'n point' If she could
be VI lent then ~he (. n be
vtolem now

hearsay n mformallon passed vcrbellly from one
person

_;h:iJ!_ - I m gomg to ICStlfy that Jlm
Wilsn t at school when the
teaCher WJS robhed He told
me he was at a restaurant

- But that s hearsay You dtdn t
actually sce him at the
restaurant, so the Judge won t
elccept your tcstimony

'/1,1 OWl :,iN - I m gOing to testify that Jlm
wasn't at school when the
ICucher was robbed. He told
me he was at el restuurelnl.

- But that Sjust information
passed along to you
verbally You dldn tactually
~ce hIm at the restaurant, so
the judge won't accept your
testimony

TREVlSION Ei- ENTERrAlNHENT SLANG



ii/1 .... ilE! il I m gonnu testify th t .hm wasn
'it school wh'n the tcucher w z
robbed. Hc told me he w z ad
a reswrant

- B I thut'~ hearsay Ya dldn
a~helly see Im at the
rcsterunt so Ihe jUdge won
accep' chpr testimony

legalese n rcfemng to the incomprehensible
legal language used hy i.lltome~

Mp';!;!_ 1can I understand thlS contract al
all [t s written completely in
legalese. Why can I attorneys
jusI write in normal English?

51 1t'Il'W: h I Can t understand thIs comract at
all. 11 s written complctely 111
legal language Why cun t
attomeys just wnte 111 normal
English'!

I ji i ,qll il I can underslan thIS contract Id
all. It's written completely in
legalese Why can allPrneys IUS
\o\Il'ide n normal English?

loophole n an error In a contract that makes
the entirc contract invdlid

MH .:W* I think we can get you out of the
ContraCI 1found a loophole

" t\ 1j! SE j h I thll1k we can get you out of the
cOntract 1found an error that
will release you from the
contract

ii/"'fml:ij I thmk we c n get chu oudda the
contract. I found d loophole

manslaughter n the unlawful killing of
anolher human being done without malice

M3' ':WM I Just heard that Greg waS
convicted of manslaughter! He
accidentally killed a womun with
hiS car when he rdn a red light

"ti'I!ts.! l'd IlW>1 heard that Greg WdS
convicted of kiUing someone
accidentally I He uccidentally
killed a woman with his car when
he run a red light

; iii'jW:& llU'> heard lh t Grcg w z
convIcted ev mansloder l He
accident'lIy killed a woman wnh
'tS car when e ran cl red light
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NOle This term comes from the verb

ro slaughrer meal1lng "10 kill" and
"mun" meanmg, In thIS cuse
person Now you re probably

thinking Bur how can
rnan<;laughter be applied lO a
woman? Isn't that politically
Incorrect?'" You're right l

Although thts term is definnely
nOt P.c.. to the anger of many
feminists, the legal system has not
yet creatcd a non gender specific
replacemcnt

open and sbut case n a court case Ihat IS
casily dnd quickly decldcd

MP'M!. Of wurse you re gotng to Wln

your case Your ncighbor
admitted that he destroyed your
cm by accident. It s an open
and shut case

51 ',!'!I'm )'/1 Of course you re gOIng to Win

your case Your neighbor
admitted that he deslroyed your
Car by accident It\ 1.1 court
case that is casUy and
t1uickly decided

;"'fm!:ij Of course y r gonna Wln yer cas!'
Yer neiWlber admiddcd thad e
dcstroyed ler car by acctdent It S
n open 'n shut case

sign one's life away (to) n. to gIVe away 100

much when negotiuting a ContruCI

MP.':IJ'. If you ~Ign that Contr<let. a
percentagc of everything you
make as an author Wlll belong to
your agent forever! You're about
10 sign your U[e awayl

II tf'!l' SIt :'/1 If you Sign that contract, a
percentage of evcrything you
make a~ an author WlII belong to
your agent forevcr' You're about
to give away too much in
your negotiation'

; !£f'jm3i If ycl SIgn that contract, a
percen age ev ev'rything ya
make'ez 'n auther 1I belong ta
yer ugent ferever l Yr c1bout ta
sign yer life awayl
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sue tbe pants oH someone (to) expo to
take Someone to court and Win everything that
person owns (including hislher pant,»
-U':'JiW You're dating another womcln?1

1wilnt a divorce and 1m going to
sue the pants off you l

'" !'!i' lit 1'/1 You're dating another woman?'
I want a divorce' and 1m going to
take you to court and win
everything you own'

',ltIlIOlll:jj Y r dadmg another woman?'
I wanna divorce n 1m gonna
sue the pants off you l

"The jig is up" exp Your cnmmal clCtlVlty has
Just ended
-Pr;iJ'W Stop nght there l The jig is up

Put down your gun slowly

.1 tj'Il"'m 1'/1 StOP nght there l Your criminal
activity has iust ended Put
down your gun slowly

IR i .. '!mit Stop nght there' The jig 'ez up
Put down yer gun ~Iowly

TV MEDICAL SHOWS

bedside manner exp Ihe way In whIch cl
doctor treat" his/her patient.'>

-P':iJ'W My doclOr IS recllly unfnendly He
has the worst bedside manner

Sj' I'll' m:'/1 My doctor l~ really unfnendly He
has the worst attitude toward
his patients

"I"fm! iI My douor ~ really unfnendly He
clS the worst bedside manner

code blue exp, a medIcal emergency In whICh a
team of medical personnel Iry 10 reVlve a
patient whose heart ha'> stOpped

_V,':IJ'M We have ... code blue In room
ltve! Meet me there right away'

1I t!'BtB! ::n We have a medical
emergency in which a
patient's heart has stopped
In room five' Meet me there nght
away'

" ljflPI i1 We JvC a code blue n room
five' Meet me there ride away'

Var,anon code (to) v. said of a patient
who~e hcart has stopped

come to (to) exp 10 regain ConScIousness

W, hM!. After being 111 il coma for
more than a year Joan finally
came to

"tl'l,' hI I'B Nter being In a coma for more
Ihan a year, Joan finally
regained consciousness

,Itiflgi:il Mer bemg n a coma fer more
th n a year ,loan fin'lIy came to

crash cart exp, a table on wheels that carrle~

special electrical paddles that are used to
restar! a patient\ stopped heart-\1+:,.,. Mr Beehler's heart stopped ' Gel

a crash cart over here fast'

11 tin!,": l:/I Mr Reehler s heart stopped' Get
a table on wheels that
carries special electrical
paddies over here fast'

itlJillW il Mr. Beehlcr s heart stopped' Gcd
a crasb card over here fast'

flat line (to) exp saId of a patient who
registers a flm lme on the electrocardiogrum
(which measures activity of the heart)
mdicating that Ihe paticnt s heart has
completely SlOpped

_U':WM Get a doctor, qUIck! The patlent
Iu~t smrted to D.at line I

IJ ',I'll' m: /I Gel cl doctor, quick' The patient
J~t started to indicate a
stopped heart on the
electrocardiogram I

IiI WllJ!;Cil ('.ed a docter qUick! The pallent
IUS' 'itarded da D.at line'
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on the mend (to be) exp to be getting better

-p':'nM You re definitely on the mend
You can leave the hospnal by
tomOITOW

Si'I'i!'W:'11 You re definitely getting
better You can leave the
hospital by tomorrow

;: It' Iq; I:e Y r definncly on the mend
You c n leave the hospid I by
damorrow

laid up (to be) exp to be undble to move
around normally whIle recovenng (from
illness, sUlgery accident "IC)

_;rqnM The doclor says I have to !le In

bed for al leasl tWo weeks while
I recover from surgery. Could
you bring me some books since
I m going to be laid up for so
long l

,,"'11%1 I'll 1he dOllor say.... l have to he In

bed for at least two wceks while
I recover from ~urgery Could
you bring me some books since
I m gomg to be unable to
move around normally for
....0 long?

; f;'I1W j! The doctor says I hahal1e n bed
fer at Jea~' tWO weeks while
I recover fr m ~ergery Could la
bnng me S m books since I m
gonna b" laid up fer so long?

pun the plug (to) exp 10 turn off a pallent s
lite-support machine

_nt;,;!_ The only way Mr. Jones can
breathe I!:> because he's being
kept alive artificIally. I thmk it's
lime to accept his situiltion and
pull the plug

,,"'BW! ;'11 The only way Mr Jones Ciln
bremhe b because he s being
kept alive artificially. I think it's
llme to accept hts snuanon and
turn off his liie-support
machine

;: lI!lqIt:. The only way Mr Jones c n
breathe e7. b'cuz e's being kept
alive ardificially. I think it's time
da ilccept 'i~ ~ituation n pun
the plug
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put someone out (to) expo to pUt someone

10 sleep with drugs in prepawtion for surgery

-p':'nM I m getting my ton'iils r"mov"d
next week Luckily, thp doctor IS

going to put me out ....0 I won'l
be aware of anythlllg

" "'11*SI[ : '11 I m gettmg my tonsils removed
next week. Luckily the doctor I~

going 10 give me drugs to put
me to sleep, so l won I be
aware of anythmg

;: WiLl» i ij I m geddlng my tonsl1s removed
nex wepk Luckily the docter's
gonnd put me out so 1won t
be aware ev anything

Synonym I knock someone out (to. exp

,:,ynonym 2 put someone under (to. exp

stat ad) Immediately

-E':WW Get an X ray of IhlS man s che!:>t
stat It looks to me hke he may
have pneUmOnld

II t"ll* lit: '11 Get an X ray of this man"'" chest
immediately. It looks to me like
he may have pneumoni,l.

;: 1£I'<O/I1:jj Ged 'n X ray ev thiS man!:> che';l
stat It look..... to me like he may
have pneumonia

triage n. d process of evalutmg whIch patients
need the most urgent medical dttention

_, G';WM A'i soon as you re admitted 10 the
hO'ipital you'll go directly 10

triage After that you 11 see cl

doclOr

SI 'j'Il"!!: :'11 A~ soon as you re adml1led 10 the
hospital you'll go directly to an
area where the seriousness
oi your condition will be
evaluated After Ihal you 11 see
a doctor

wltlfjW:W: A'i soon ez y r ndmldded la the
hospid'l you II go dIrectly da
triage Nter that chu'lI see a
docter
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booed (to get) exp to ~how dl<;pleelsure by
<;hauting "80000000'"

MP':Il!W The actor was so lemble that he
got booed I I don I know how he
ever got hired for the part'

5i 1\'iJi lit: d The actor was so temble thdt he
got a disapproving response
or "Booooooo!" £rom the
audience! I don t know how he
ever got hired for the part'

;'£1 '1 HI Wl ThC' acter w z so terr ble thad e
got booed' I dunno how e ever
got hired fer Ihe p,m'

bring the house down (to) expo said of el
performance thelt causes the audicnce to
applaud and scream so loudly IN1lh en1husia~m

Ihat the theatcr (called the house In theater
slang) may collapse
Mi ":r;'!. The music group WelS greelt l They

brought the house down'

"'l'nWt:1I The music group was great'
They bad the audience
applauding and screaming
very loudiy'

; !!.!1lO1» ' Wl The musIc group w L great' They
brought the house down'

curtain n. refers to the time when a thealnLell
play bpgins which IS as the Curtain nses

_p ':'J!. Curtain is in ten minutes' We
need to hurry or we're going to
miss the beginning'

"Ni' S,[ 1'4 The beginning of the play IS
In len minutes! We need 10 hurry
or we re gOing [0 miss the
bC'gJnning1

IiI ltliW tw! Curtain 5 n ten minutes' We
need da hurry r w r gonna mIss
the beginning'

{\/so curtain caU f'Xp Ihis refer<; to
the moment elt the cnd of a play
when the actor<; take their bows

cut an album (to) exp, to rC'cord an album.

Mi I1:W. My music group just cut its first
album l It's gomg to be '>old all
around the world'

"W,W! "11 My mUSIc group Ju~t recorded
Its first album' It s going to be
sold all around the world'

; "I,W' Wl My musIc group JUs cud ItS first
album' It's gonna be sold all
aroun' the world'

dark exp refers 10 el theater when there IS no
performance

M4 ff:W- The theater Is Iraditionally dark
on Mondays because there elTe
performances on weekends

,/ "'liWt I'd 1he theater IS Iraditionally
closed on Mondays because
there are perfOImancC'<; on
weekends

;1!lflW il The theeder s traditionally dark
on Mondays b'cuz there 'er
performances on weekenz

gig n a lob for a mUSiCIan

M4":'0I!. DdV1d Just got a gig plaYIng the
piano at the local bur

.W'!l'\1! :'11 DaVld just got a music job
plaYIng al the local bar

; ""jg! Wl DaVld lUS god a gig plilymg the
piano 'it the local bdr

make the charts (to) exp saId of a song that
has become pelrt of the music industry's lisl of
the most popular <;ong~

_nem. The love song I composed made
the charts' I m going la be rich
and famous'

it Ij'lttW III [he love song I composed has
become part of the music
industry's list of the most
popular songs' I'm going to be
nch and famous'
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1i/'?,IIiJ" il The love song I composed made
the charts I I m gonnJ be nch n
felmou,>'

nose bleed section exp (humorous) the
cheupest seuts thelt ure furthest uway from the
stage dnd the highest In the theater (and are
SJid jokingly to cause nose bleeds because of
the eXlfemcly high altitude)

_p';iJ'. Alllhe good seelts for the concert
<.Ire sold out We could still go but
we d have to 511 In lhe nose
bleed section

"t"Ilt\,I: '1 All the good seelt'> for the concert
Jre sold out. We could still go but
we'd helve to sit in the cheapest
seats that are really high
up

"I!O,ljJlI'j! All the good seLlts fer the wncerd
er sold oUt. We could still go b't
we'd hnftn sit n the nose bleed
section

open for someone (to) exp 10 be the
opening performJnce before the main event

_V';iJl. ) wonder who s opening for
Madonna tonight I hope it's thdt
group wc saw lasl we('k They
were greml

,,'II!!'5/[ :''1 I wonder who s going to be the
opening performance for
Madonna tonight I hope It's that
group we saw laSl week They
were great'

"W'lO/ll:ij I wonder who s opening fer
Madonna lanight I hope It 5 that
group we suw lu,> week I hey
were greut'

prompter n el person nOI Vlslble 10 Ihe
audience, who helps an actor by whisperlng
the words of a forgotten phrase

-3 t+:,,,. Lany never memorizes hiS parts
completely, Every time he's in a
play he needs to have a
prompter

1I 'I'lli W ;iJj Larry never memonzes hIS parts
completely Every time he's in a
pluy he needs to have el person
who helps him ii he forgets
his lines
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Ii/ "I'iJI, ii Lelny never mem0l17eS IS pans

completely, Ev ry time 'e\ 111 el
play he needs td helve Ll
prompter

scalper n, cl person who bUyS tickets then resells
them elt a higher price (which is a common yet
Illegul activity)

_P':I;,. There elre no mar" IICk"IS for lhe
play. If you re WIlling to pay more
money, we could always go lo
the theuter the night of the play
and see if we can find el scalper

" 71 0'W l:ij There are no more tlckets for th"
play If you re WIlling to p<ly more
money w" could always go la
the theater lhe nighl of Ihe play
elnd see if we can find a person
who buys and reseUs tickets
at a higher price

"SI lip" jj There er no more Hcket'> ferthe
pldy If Y r willing da paj' more
money we could ahweez go del
the theeder the nide el the play
n see if we l n find a scalper

1\/50 scalp tickets (to. exp to buy
tickets '.ll1d resell th"m at a higher
pnce

stand-up (to do) t>.xp to perform alone el'>
a comedian by telling funny stones la the
eludience

-p ':IOI!. John lust staned doing stand·
up bUI he's alrcady fantastic I

I wdtched him perform yesterd<.lY
and I never lelughed '>0 hard'

"t''Il'Sltlla John lust started performing
comedic monologues but he\
already funrnstic! I walched him
perform yesterday and I never
laughed '>0 hard'

"Slj,qli:jj John JUs 51arded doing
stand-up bud e s ahready
fanlaslic' I watched 'Im perform
yesterday n I never laughed so
hilrd!

1\150 a stand-up comic n one who
performs wmedic monologu"s



Lesson 8 • A 81G 811£AK IN SHOW 81%!

NOIe "The newspaper Is commonly abbrevIated to
The paper and is used by everyonp'

blurb n d short newspaper drtlde

Mpt;iJ'. Today I redd d blurb In the
newspaper about a new play thal
IUSI opened last week They say
il\ really funny We should go
see ill

II ','PSI! I'll Today I redd d short article In
lhe newspaper about a new play
Ihat jusI opened lasl week They
say il s redlly funny We Should
go,;ee it l

; lJiJU" ij TaddY I read a blurb n the
paper aboud d new play th t lu~t

opened last week They say it's
really funny We should go see It'

Syronym I mention n

Synonym 2 piece n

breaking news exp Importdnt newc; thdt has
lu~t occurred usually reported on television

Mt":'n. We have some breaking news
The war ove~eas ha~ finally
ended'

III IV5/[ l'd We have some important
news that has just occurred
The war overseaS has finally
endedl

; '!;'Jq":ij We have s m breaking news
The war overc;eas ez tin By
ended'

Synonym news nash e-xp

Note: 1hl~ expression IS also
commonly used in everyday
conversation when giving
c;omeOne important inforrnallon
• You chink Bob is a nice guy?
I haue a news /lash for you Hp s
In jail righl now for breaking rhe
law'; You thmk Bob IS a nice guy?
I have some important news for
you. He s in jail right now for
breaking the law'

front page (to make the) expo said of d

story thdl is so Important that it is printed on
the front page of the newspaper

Mp':'n. SCientists thmk they have found a
cure for cancer' The Slory made
the front page'

It Pl1!!OSI! I'll SClentl~1S thmk lhey have found a
cure for cancer' The SIOry is so
important that it was
printed on the front page of
the newspaper'

; I",' JO" ':ij SCientis' think Ihey ve found d
cure fer cancer' The slOry made
the front page'

funnies n.p/. the comic Sf'ctlon of lhp
newspaper containing primarily funny stones
IN1th illustrations

Mpt;i". Every mommg bclore work,
I read lhe funnies because it
puts me in a good mood

11 PI m,w l'd Every mornmg before work
I read the comic section of
the newspaper becduse I! putS
me In a good mood

; It'JlO/"':ij Ev ry morning b fore work I r('ad
the funnies b cuz it puts me 'n a
good mood

"Holel/Stop the presses!" exp "Stop
printing the newspaper (becauc;e we need to
add something Important)'

MA":W. Hold the presses' The
president was Just shot' We need
to add a ~tory aboul it right away'

11 f., Hi Sit }'b Stop printing the news­
paper' The president was jusI
ShOI' Wc need to udd a story
about It righl away'
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"!!,iJgrliij Hold the presses I Ihe
president w'z jus' shot' WC' need
da add a story aboud it nde
aWclyl

op-ed exp an abbreVIation of "opInion edltonal"
which IS a slOry In a newspaper where a
reader submits an opinion about cln eVent

Mp':'U. Did you read the slOry 111 the
newspaper saYing how we need
to get nd of all the politically
correct terms in our langu<1ge?!
As a feminist, I m going to submit
cln op-ed and tell them how
much I disagree'

.It.i'i!!:$,(l'l! Did you read the story In the
newspaper saYing how we need
10 get nd of all the politically
correct terms in our language?'
A<:, a feminist l m going to submit
an opInion-editorial and tell
them how much I diSclgree'

![!?:!J!1. Ail Did la read the <:'lory n the
paper saying how we need da

gel rid ev all the polidic'ly
kelTect terms n clr language?1
As a feminist I m gonna submid
n op-ed 'n tell 'em how much

I disagree'

rag n a newspaper filled Wlth exaggcrclted Stones
(and ohen lies) in order to auract CUSlomers
MU':!;). Why are you reading that rag?

Don t tell me you actually believe
the slories in there'

Ii t"!l!:W I'n Why are you reading Ihat
newspaper rUled with
exaggerated stories and lies?
Don t tell me you aClually believe
the stones in there'

; !' 1114 If» Why er ya reading that rag?
Don t lell me ya akshelly b'lieve
the stones 'n there'

Synonym tabloid n. (which refers la the
size of these types of new<:,papers
tabloid size = I I"x 17")

Nole: The tabloids refer to all
new<:,papers of this stye that are
filled Wlth exaggeri.lted slorie<:,
and he,;

scoop n cl news repon that IS prese'nted first
before dnother new" agency
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MW If:'''_ John IS our best reporter HC'

cllwi.lys gets Ihe scoop bE'fore any
other reponers

Ii' l'i,'5/[ l'd John IS our best reporter He
always gets the news iint
before any olher reponers

1lI;:!lI!'Jj~':I;lJ!I!:r:jiIi1 .John s ar bes' reporder He
clhweez gets the scoop blore
clny other reporders

Also I scoop someone (to) u. to
repon cl news SIOry before
anyone else

Also 2 "What's the scoop?-' exp
"How are you?" "Whm's new to
repon'l"

spread n (Wo faCing pages In a newspaper

Mi"m!. Did you read the spread in
Variely this morning uuout the
new science fiction movie? They
say it's the most expensive' movie
ever mi.lde'

... t' '!l# m:'n Old you read the two facing
pages in Variely thIS morning
about the new sCience fiction
movie' They say it's the most
expensive movie ever made'

; '!OlflH' il Dld'Ja reud the spread 'n
Variedy th's morning about the
npw sci·fi mOVIe? They say it's lhe
most expensive movie ever
mJde'

Nore Variely l~ cl popular Hollywood
newspaper containing stories
relating to Ihe entenainmem
mdustry

want ads n pi Ihe claSSified section of the
newspaper where notices for employment
are placed typically carrying the heudlille
"Wanted al Ihe lOp

-i if:!;!. l need to find a new Job I guess
the best place 10 s[an IS 10 look III

the want ads

'if jiB' I.tlll I need to find a new Job. l gue!>.~

the best place to start is to look In
the classified section of the
newspaper

; !'lflW=i! I need dclfind a new Job. I guess
the bes place ta stard is tu look n
the wan' ads
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MATCH THE PICTUHS
k, d fun way to get started ~ee If you can gue<>s the meaning of the
new slang words and expressions on the opposite page by usmg the
plcture<; below and followmg the context of the semence~
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I need to leave I have to 6 I m going to go home and 1 [ Hey, girlfriendI Where
meet Dan at noon I 1I call kiell it for a few hours have you been? I haven't
you tonight. Late o relax and have fun seen you in such a long time'
...J It's getting late o play soccer LJ lover
U I'll talk to you later LJ friend (who IS a gIrl)

7 I m tired of workmg %4-7

2 HI Steve' What uP?
I need to find a new Job 12 I can t believe Jondthan

I haven t seen you In a
o rwemy four hours a day, forgot my birthday I am so

long time!
seven days a week not speakmg to him ever

o How are you?
LJ from midmght to <;even again!

Q What s up in the dlr?
o clock m the morning o defimtely

o very
8 I dldn t realize It wa<; <;0 late

3 You think Bob IS smart? I need to bail 13 Charlle was upset to dIscover
Hello' He's the dumbest lJ stay longer hiS blind date was tore Upl
person I ve ever met! o leave o extremely beauuful
U Are you crazy? o extremely ugly
U HI' Nice to see you agaln l 9 If Bob thmkb he s gOing to gct

an·A'onthefin~.he~ 14 When I saw Judy today, ~hc

Anne I~ telling lies dbout
tripping! He hardly ever was all It s so good to see

4 attended class' yoUI" I know that she docsn t
me?' Whatever No one LJ hallucinating even like me!
believes anything <;he ~ays LJ on vacation o was completely
anyway o saidU) don t Cdrc 10 You <;hould have seen the
...J I m glad to hear It way Mlndy dissed the 15 Old you hear the news?

teacher today! She s the Susan is dating Stlm? Why

5 DId you see the new most disobedient Student In would she do that'} He s like
employee? Whm a hottie l our school so weird'
U person who perspires a lot o disrcspected o how can I say thl~

.J sexy person <..J disagreed WIth :J extremely
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A. DIALOGUE USING SLANG " IDIO~

The words Introduced on the hrst two pages are used In the
dialogue below. See if you Cdn understand the conversation
Note: The translation of the words In boldface I~ on the light
hand page

CD-B: TIlACI( 17

Nancy Hey, girlfriend What uP?

Lauren Well, you're gomg to thmk 1m tripping but I thmk AI and Peggy are like datmg l

They've been kicking it %4-'
Nancy Hello! Where have you been? 1found out (Wo weeks ago When Belh told me I was

all, 'I can't believe it l AI sa hottle bUl Peggy's tore np

Lauren 1m so not speakmg to her any more Every time 1say hello to her "he totcllly clisses
me 1don't know why he d go out WIth her

Nancy Whatever I hdve to bail 1have a cla~s In five minutes Late
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B. DIALOGUE TRANSLATED INTO STANDARD ENGLISH
LET S SEE HOW MUCH YOU REMEMBER'
Just for fun, move around In random order la the words and
expressions in boldface below See if you Cdn remember their
')Iang equivalents without lookmg at the left-hdnd page'

Nanc.y Hey, friend How are you?

Lauren Well, you're gomg to thmk 1ve lost my mind, but 1thmk Al dnd Peggy are, how can
I say this ddting l They ve been doing things together 24 honrs a day 7 days
a week

Nancy Aren't you aware? Where have you been? 1found out twO weeks ago When Beth
laid me 1said, "I can'l believe Itl" AI's a sexy guy bUl Peggy s ugly

Laurf'n I'm absolutely not speaking to her any more Every time I say hello la her she tOlally
disrespects me 1don I know why he'd go out wnh her

Nancy I don't care 1have to leave I hilve a class m five mmutes See you later
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Nancy Hey girlfrien' Wbad uP?

Lauren Well, y r gonna thmk I m trippin', b d I think AI n Peggy er like dddmg' They ve
been kickin' it twen'y-four seven

Nancy HeDol Where cv ya been} I found out lWO wee~ dgO When Beth told me Iw'z aD,
I can't believe it l ' AI s d hodclie b t Peggy s to' up

I auren I'm so not ~pedkJngdd her any more Ev'ry time I ~dY hello do er "he toddlly c1isses
me I dunno why e'd go out with 'er

Nancy Wbadever I dfta bail I 'ave d class n five minutes Late

~
~...

CD-8' TUCK"

fC!2
~'fIl

~...

CD-8 TUCK 11

The dldlogue below demonstrate~how the "Iang conver~atlon

on the prevlOu~page would really be ~pokenby native ~pcaker~1

Le",'>on 9 • AL AM) p~y AR£ L'ICE DAT'NG!

C. DIALOGUE USING 44REAL SPEAK"

VOCABULARY
The follOWing words and expressions were used m the prevIous
dialogue" Let s tilke a closer look at whal they mean

all (to be) exp to say

Mn':ru_ Jenmfer wa~ dctmg "0 strdngely dt the purty Idst mght
I know she doesn't like me, but when ~he saw me "he was
aD How dre you l I m so happy to sec you l

"f,i'iltmJ:lj Jenmfer Wd'> acting so strangely at the party la'>t mght
I knowshe doe~n't like me, but when she saw meshe said
"How are you' I m '>0 hdppy 10 "ee you l "

Wltl'jJUij Jenmfer W'l akdmg so strdngely it the pardy las night
l know '>he doesn t like me, b t when ~he saw me she w'z
aD, How dre y,11 I m '>0 happy da ~ee ya"

Synonym like (to be) exp

Vonarron like all (to be) exp • all like (to be) exp

"Ole The expressIons to be like and la be all are so popular
among teens thdt you'll probably hear them Wlthm your
first hour of bemg In the United Stme,,1 It would not be
uncommon to hear a "tnng of likes and ails in the <;ame
~entencc For example When Tessa '>aw me, ~he was
like, '[ loue your new hairstyle'" and 1was all Why are
you being so friendly? You're always so mean to me And
'>he s lihe all, No! I real1y like you)' So I m all lihe You
Just want me 10 mtroduce you to my brother s friend'

tt-el l.\": 1~1i{.J:j;!;a)u';H,tttlt·!:i;I
Kim walked up to me and she was aU•••
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bait (to) L! to ]Cdve

MF'MJ- My p<,ychology class stans In five minutes I have to bail
Talk to you later!

ill tl'lltW l'li My psychology cld~~ Mdrt~ In fi vc mtnute~ I hdve to leave
Talk to you later'

Wit! ,jUtil My psych class start~ n five mInUle~ I haha bail Talk ta ya
lader l

1:1 nil-pi :·j)I{·':1;!,if ,hJ;" tt11'!·I'J i
Look at tlte time! J Itave to bail because...

diu someone (to) u to dIsrespect ~omeone

MF':"!- Can you belIeve how Kdren dissed the professor today? If
Kdren keep<; talkmg to her l!ke that Kdren I~ gOtng to fdil
the cour~e tor ~urel

i/ ,"!!tW :'N Can you belIeve how Karen disrespected the professor
today? If Karen keep~ talking to her like that, Karen IS going
to fail the cour<;e for sure l

',j)!'!JHi! C n you b IIeve how Karen dissed the prafesser taddy? If
Karen keeps talking to er like that, Kareo's gonna fail the
course fer sher'

l:t·Eill·pl :·I.,·:·t:IJ!,il,t!i;U '!il'!-I') i
...dined me! He/site...

girlfriend n. dSlde from mednIng the girl you are datIng" It also meam "fnend who IS a gIrl' and IS
u~ed tn greeting,; and conver<;ations betwcen two girls or women

Mn'MJ- HI, girlfriendI Do you want to go WIth u~ to the mOllles
tonight?

ill tl'lltH[.l'li HI, friend' Do you want to go WIth u<; to the mOllles
tonight?

WI!! '1 aLil HI girlfrient
, Yd Wdnna to go WIth u<; td the mo\"e~

tanight)

Vana!lon girl n

',·nill·lIl :·Ii'{ t:j;!;ii!f!';Uttt11'~·:'JiI
He3l, girlfriend! ...

"Hello!" mteT/ 'Are you crdq?I' or morc IIterdlly Hello l b dnyone home?!' (home repre<;cntIng
your head)

MU.':IOBM You thought 1 went out WIth Rob Id~t night) ReDo! I
wouldn't go OUl WIth hIm ifhe were the la<;t guy on edrth'

CU\.'JitWJ, You thought I went out WIth Rob la<;t night) Are you
crazy?! Iwouldn t go out WIth him ifhe were the last guy
on earth'

AWll1tril Ya thod I wen out WIth Rob las' night? HeDo! I wouldn
go out WIth Im If 'e were the ldS' guy on earth'

Ca-till" :·1".:-1;' ;!;li,:rJ; i'tt!il' !-:ij tI
Hello! ...
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hottie n <;exy person (from the adjective hot meaning \exy In Amencan ~Iang)

MU.':W- Rick is a real hottie l All the girls in school want him to ask
them out on a date

it "tiltW I'li Rick I~ a redl sexy person l All the girls In school Wdnt him
to ask them out on cl date.

Wl!!'jJtI:il Rick'<; a real hoddie l All the girls n school Wdn Im da a~k

th m oud on d date

I:l-ZiPI a;IU:W}jIiU;1 ttft'WI:I
...is sueh Q hoUie!

kick it (to) v to relax and hdve fun

MF':"!- We re gomg to kick it at Mark s hou~e dnd watch
television Do you want to come?

I .. tl'iltW i'ij We re gOing 10 relax and have inn dt Mark ~ house
and watch teleVlsion Do you Wdnt to come)

, l!!'jJUM W r gonnd kick id It Mark s hou~e 'n wateh TV Wanna
come?

VOrJo!lon kick back (to) v

I:t·)~tl·'il: 'iii·tpiW';i,tlj;:' t'it'!·lIJ "
D"n Qnd J Qre going to hie" it Qt•••

"Late!" exp d ~hortcned verSIOn of See you later!

Mn'MJ- I have to get to my history class It ~tdrtS In ten minutes I'U
talk 10 you tonight Late I

I .. t,'il£W JIli I have to get to my history class It start'i in ten minutes I'U
tdlk to you tOnight See you later'

WJ!j,jULM I haftd get ta my hlstery class It ~tdrt<; n ten mmutes A'U
tdlk ta ya wmght Late I

Vononon Later: exp

.:t·;\'I'·:'1 :·'il{·tpJi,ii,HJ;:f,ttit't·p,"
J hQve to go to••• Late!

TEEN/COLL£GESLANG

'a·):11-1'1 :·'rl{.i:q!;;i,n';t':ttjtl~.:iJ "
DQvid's Ii"e...

AN/) I WENT TO THIS U
CAVE THING AN{) SAW THISuaBIG

uaBI!l{) AN{) IT WAS UICI

like adu an extremely popular adverb meamng "How Cdn I say this" whIch IS med (and typ!cally
overused to the constant lru~tration 01 their teachers) by lCens

MU.':W. That ~ Mlchelle ~he s like my be~t fnend In <;chool 1ve
known her for [Wo year~

Cl t@£W I'J Thdt <; Mlchelle She s, how can I say this my best
fnend In school I've know her for two years

, l!!'jJtI:il Thd!'<; Mlchelle She s like my best friend n <;ehool I ve
known er fer [Wo year~
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so adu definitely· an) extremely

Ma t.t:IBM Joanne has been saYIng medn thmgs dbout me for the past
month I'm so not spellkmg to her ever agam'

ill ti'll!W l'N Joanne has been saYIng mean things about me forthe past
month I'm definitely not speaking to her ever again'

ca W.jJUiI Joanne's been ~dYlngmean thmgs about me fer the pa<;t
month I'm so not speakmg ta her ever again l

Now ThIs IS a unique usage of the ddverb .'>0' among teenager~1

Typically so is used to emphasis an adlective such as .'>0

tired. extremely tired • so happy; extremely hdppy, etc
Tcen~ use so to mean"definitely" llnd is commonly heard
before the past tense of a verb (You are so fired', You are
definitelJl fired') or before a phrase (I'm so nor shopping
there again!; I'm definitelJl not shopping there again')

lit.'~I{."1:·I~i.:·i:!;!;;IJH';ti,ttji'!·l'J.

J am sO not...

tore up (to be) exp to be very ugly

MU.':IBM Why would a great lookmg guy like Dave want to go Out
WIth a gJrllike Beny? She\ tore npl

il WOtm !'N Why would a great-Iookmg guy like Dave want to go out
WIth a girl like Betty? She's really uglyI

ca W.jJUiI Why would a great-looking guy like Dave wanna go Out

VJJth d girl like Beddy? She's to' Upl

No(e 2 This was ongmdlly mtroduced as d rhymlllg expreSSIon,
to be lOre up from the floor up However the trend in tcen
slang IS to shorten Shorten SHORTENI Therefore, this
expression quickly became to be tore up Ncxt It went
through one more (ransformation A southern African
American urban accent was applied to the pronuncIation
where the "R' sound L<; typically dropped, to be to' up
(pronounced "tow") It would actually be very uncommon
to hear this expression \.IIith the "R" pronounced I

• See whore (under tramp synonym 2) p 48

Ij·t:I(.li':·"MHMBlj,:ij4Wf·'WJ:i
...thinhs he's handsome, but J thin" he's to' up!

trip (to) v • to hallucInate· Olt) to hallucmdte under the mfluence of drugs

MHQ:!M If you think you Clln pass thiS class WIthout studytng, you're
tripping I

U@!l!W mM Ifyou think you can pass thiS class WIthout studytng you re
haUncinatingl

W,j),"iJJ.'iil If ya thmk ya c n pac;s thl~ cla<;s VJJthout swdymg y r
tripping'

VanatJon trip ont (to) exp

ra"tt(.li'-:-liMHM!Hj,:J';:nnt'N'J»
J thinh Larry is tripping because ~esterda~•••

T£E.N/COI.UG£ SLANG



Lesson 9 • AL AND P£CiGY AR£ LIIC£ DATING!

"What up?" exp "How are you?'

••..,a"",..':"'i)"'!I'!lI.- Hey bro l What uP? I haven't seen you around In a while

, ....,I'll!W 1'4 Hey, bro l How are yon? I hdven t <;een you dround In a
while

" lfl'lU.I. Hey, bro l What up 'I haven seen yd dround In <.\ while

NOle This is a common teen Vdl1dtlOn on the popular expression
What s uP? meaning "How tire you?"

Vananon 1 "Sup?" exp d common reduction of "What's uP?'

Vanallon 2 "Wassup?" exp a common reduction of Whar',', uP?"

Synonym f "How's it hanging?" exp (often pronounced How's It
hangin'?)

Synonym 2 "What's going down?" exp (typically pronounced
What's gom' down?)

Synonym 3 "Word up" or "Word" exp I agree l

14 nil)" i·lria i:I)!;if,Ui;:t,t!tti! 1';»
He3/, J"ehl Wh"' up'! J he"rd 'hI" 3/ou...

whatever lme!] dn extremely common respome to something you don't want to dlscu.,,-~ any further
(usually becau"e the topic is getting annoYIng)

.U.':rJi. - The only redson Sandra doesn't like you IS because you
get better grade~ than she does She s ~o competitive

- Whatever
'1 bm, mm - The only reaSOn Sdndra doesn t like you I~ because you

get better grades than she doe,', She's so competitive
- I don't care and don't want to discuss it any­

more
"lfl'jJUii - The only rea,',on Sandra doesn like ya ez b cuz ya get

bedder grddes th n she does She s so c mpeditive
- Whadever
I ':·Uli.l'j :·"'·:·ttJ!3ij,ftJ;U,I,ttt'{·tJ'»
Di"ne 'Wit 'old me th"'... Wh"deverl

24-' exp all the time • Oil) 24 hour" a day, 7 ddyS a week

.aD:!:!. I think Lmdd and Jeff really like each other They re VJJth
each other %4-7

' ....,I'll!W 1'4 I think Linda and Jeff really like each Other They re
together %4 hours a day, 7 days a week

wglljU'i'I I thmk Lmda n Jeffreally like edch other They re ddgether
twen'y-four seven.
U·tll-:iJ:·j\IN;i;!). ',U;!' ',iitlWl 111
J eould... 24-7!

0!~ TEEN/COLLEGESLANG



111£ SLAtIGMPI GUID£ TO STREIT SPEAK 3

A. TRVI'If OR U£
Read the conversallon each person l~ haVIng on the phone then
read their actual thoughts in the bubble Decide if the person i.,
telling the truth or 11 he and check the appropnate box

TEEN/CO~£SLANG
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Lesson 9 • AI. AND p~y AR£ LIKE DATING!

B. FIND THE DEFINITION
Wnte the definition of the slang word(~) In boldface, choosing
from the word list below ~

~.'N.~-~'-/#.:::.:

CD-I: TUCI( "

tI to leave

tI -How can I say thlS?~

.." How are you?"

tI a fnend who IS a gIrl, dnd
used In greetings and
conversauons between
\Wo girls

.." !>exy person

aD (to be) exp

2 bail (to) v

3 diss someone (to) v

4 girlfriend n

5 "HeDo!" mtel'J

6 hottien

7 kick it (to) v

8 "Late!" exp

9 Ukeadv

10 soadv

11 tore up (to be) exp _

12 trip (to) u

13 "Wbat up?" exp

14 wbatever Inre'1 __

IS 24-' exp

~

tI to relax and have fun

.." "See you later'"

.." definttely

tI a response to somethmg
you don't want to discuss
any further

tI "Are you crazy?l"

.." to be very ugly

tI to hallucmate

tI to say

tI 24 hours a day, 7 dd~ a
week

.." to dIsrespect someone

TEEN/COLL&GESLANG



8 HI, Debble l What ?

2 Do you want to _ __ It al the beach today)

9 After all the ternble thmgs Vlckl smd about me, I'm __ not speakIng to her

S A

~
CD-Bs TIlACIC 1.1

N G T

UP

WAS ALL

Z E S K E

o E H G Z

p P

M COL 0 R

SO

TIlIPPING

UTE

LIKE

C K THE L 0 U S T NEE

FIND-TIt£-WOaD GIUD

N S TOR M R MOT

D L E R D H ELL 0 eWE S S D

lIonlE

KICK

U 0 COP L H 0 L A T R

T D W D D H T M R EEL V S E Z 0

BAIL

IIELLO

I

E U E W L ATE ERE COG N

E LOW K C K

v W D L R SOB U F C S D F

Q K R A

U E N K

Y T J T REI A H L U E A 0 C E K T U V V

7 I have to go study Give me a call tOnight _

111£ SLANCiHAN GUIDE TO STREET SPEAK J

T N F REA K C E D G R R E W D S T M A T

WAS ALL G R 0 A 0 D TAB L E HEM A

5 John walked up 10 me today and he , Do you want to go out to dInner ~ome time?"

3 ThiS mOVle s bonng I m gOing to See you tomorrow

I You Ihmk Llsa ~ your fnend? I She <;ays ternble things about you <.lllthc tlme l

6 Whdt., wrong WIth Kdren? She s really strange today She keeps yelling at everyone

4 Old yoU see that lifeguard? What a I He mmt exercise every day'

IQ If you thmk I'm gOing to mVlle Bob to my party, you're _

c. FIND-TIIE-WOaD GRID
Fill m the blanks WIth the mo!>t dppropnate word usmg the list
Next find and circle the word in Ihe grid below The answers
may be spelled vertically or horizontally

TEEN/CO~ESLANG



Lesson 9 • AL AND PEGGY AR£ LIKE DATING!

More Teen/College Slang

I have to give teem props (theIr proper credlr) for creating some way cool (very rnleresung) !>ldng that

redlly rocks (IS truly (antQSl1c) I Ifyou re a teen or college student who doesn t know thl!> popular type of

lingo then you're obviously phat-free (dull and boring) But ifyou are familiar WIth the folloWIng terms,
then all your peeps (friends) WIll think you're definitely cia bomb (greal) ,

Note Par mare !>Iang term!> and expressIons used In ,>chool tdke a look at The ~IQngman GUide to

STREET SPEAK I Chdptel 8 (At School)

ace a test (to) exp to do extremely well on a
test_'''';!;!M My malh test Was casy 1aced it l

li t"!i%! j!l My math tcst was easy. I did
extremely weD on it l

"'l,illJi'il My mclth IC,>t w L ed!>y laced it l

Synonym wail on a test (to) exp

aD that (to be) exp to be vel)' altracllvc
_j if;';_. Kdren thmks she s all that ever

since she got cl new hairstyle'
She!> '>0 pretentious,

1/' ('!!'\,: :'11 Karen thmks she s really
att1'active ever since she gOI a
new hi.lir~tylel She's so
pretentious

; ''til!11l:il Kdren thlllks ~he s aD thad ever
SInce she god a new hilir~tyle'

She s so pratentlou<;

awesome ad) fanta<,uc great

_p ';q'. 1 he mOVIe Id!>t night was
awesome I

.W'll i B:lh The moVlc la'>t l1Ight was
fantastic'

;W'l;i':' The mOVIe las mghl W7
awesome l

NOll' Awesome I!> not !>Idng but 11 s
Included here because of it'>
frequent use among teens,

baby / bonehead [course name] ad/ a
school course that i<, the lowest level or the
easie~t

_P':'J'. I m lakmgbonehead
mdthemmics thi~ <,eme!>ter

1I ,j'I!'\lI:'Jj 1m taking a course of the
lowest level in mclthemillic,,>
this semC'ster

; ''t'I,O/I1:jj I m takmg bonehead math thIS
SemC'~lCr

Note· bonehead n cl stupid person
whose head I'> nothing but bone
and no bram

blow off something (to) / to blow
something oH (to) exp to ilvoid
responsibililie!>
-P':IOI!. 1m gomg to blow off my

homework and go to the mOVIes
lonight instead

TEEN/COLLEGE SUNG



iJ "'iJi $,! :'N I \.e decided to avoid the
responsibilities of doing my
homework and go to Ihe mOVIes
tonight instead

At '''1I1W:i! I m gonna blow oH my
homework n go da the mOVIes
t<.\nlght 'nste<.\d

St'e blow someone oH (to) p 5

"rew n beer
-p,':WW Sldney love!:> nothing more than a

cold brew on a hot day

il "'!l'B! i'ij Sldney love~ nothing more than a
cold beer on a hot day

" .. I',;.. , jj Sldney loves nothing more th n a
cold brew on a hOI day

Vananon brewski n a vananon of brew
u~ing the Russian suffix -ski,
giVIng a fun and cheerful feeling
10 the word

"ro n a common abbreVIation of bro/her
meaning <.\ male frIend" in slang

-P':W- Hey, bro' I haven I seen you In a
long time'

ii ~!'I!'.s,[ I'ij Hey, friend' I h<.\ven I seen you
In a long time'

i In,m;',i! Hey, bro' I haven't seen ya n a
long time'

ca£ n. a common dbbreVlanon of "!:>tudem
cafeteria

-P!M!- I m getting hungry I m gOing to
run over to the caf and get some
lunch

TEEN/COLLEGESLANG

TIf£ SINICiMN GUIH TO STREET SPEAK J
iJ tt'!iWf :'N I m gelling hungry I m gomg to

run over 10 the cafeteria and
get some lunch

i if "iJiti:ij I m geddlng hungry I m gonna
run over da the caf n get s'm
lunch

cheat sheet n a piece of paper that contains
the answers to a [est that is carefully hiddC'n so
thatlhe profe~ordoesn't see

-p':'n- The only reason JackIe passed
the test is because she was uo;ing
a cheat sheet'

'W11!WJ,jj The only reason Jackle passed
the lest 10; because she was using
pieces of paper that contain
the answers'

; q.t'j'" ':jj The only reaSOn JackJe passed
the lest 'et. b'cuz she w z using a
cheat sheet'

chin [out] (to) u 10 relax 10 calm down

-U':iJ!. Let s get a beer and chin [out]
<.\fter Ihis long day

... t' 'Il'm:'A Let s gct a beer and re1aJl: <.\fter
IhlS long day

i It 1I1Jll:jj Let s ged a beer n chili loud]
after th'~ long day

cool ad). (probably the oldest and slill mo!:>t
popular American slang word') greal
fantastic

_i":W. Your new car IS redlly cool'

.itl'Il'B! ]iij Your new car is redlly fantastic'

"""101 .. '» YC'rnewcarsreallyc:ool l

crib n house home

-P':iJ'. Old you see the crib Jame~ hve~

Ill? It's huge l

11 'l1!!<\I[ )jj Did you see the house Jdmes
lives in? It s huge'

; , .. IIql1:jj Dld'Ja see the crib James hves
Ill? 11\ huge'

cut class (to) exp 10 <.\vOld gOing to onc s
class

-i":UI. I m gOIng to cut class today and
go to a moVIe Inslead Do you
want to come along?



Lesson 9 • AI. AND p~y AR£ UK£ DATING!

.111'il"'llf::/t I m gOing 10 avoid going to
class today and go to a mOVle
Instead Do you wan! to come
along?

; SI lip" jj I m gonnel cut class laday 'n go
do a moVlC instead Wanna
come along?

.'>ynonym ( blow off class (to) exp

Synonym 2 ditch class (to) exp

Synonym 3 skip class (to) e.xp

da bomb exp fantelstlc, greelt

-;, ':lnM Our new biology professor IS da
bomb'

n 'WWll'lI Our new bIOlogy professor IS
fantastic I

la 11,110> Ii! Ar new blo profs da bombl

Nole I The expression do bomb IS
actually a '>outhem
Nrican American urban
pronunciation of Ihe bomb
Because this expression first
appeared In rap musIc which was
originated by Afncan-Amcrican~

who commonly perform rap
music Wlth this type of accent
thc accent remained as an
Important pan of the word Itself

f'"OIe 2 This expre'>sion is not to bc
confused with the expression
a bomb which meelm; "the wor,>1
tor example Thar movie wa~

a bomb" That movie was the
worst'

digits n pi telephone number

_;":,:\4 I d love 10 go OUt Wlth you some
llme Can I get your digits?

.iI,'!!t\/! :'/j I d love to go out Wlth you some
time Can I get your telephone
number?

• I,,""lm i! I d love la go out Wlth you '>ome
time C n I get 'cher digits?

dope ad) great wondetful lantasllc

_PiN'. The mOVle loday WelS really
dope l l m glad I went

Ii tl'llWi j a The mOVle today WelS really
great I I m glad I Went

"li fflU':il The movie taday w z really
dope l I m gleld I went

drop out of school (to) exp to abandon
school

_; ":';,. Mer bemg In college for only a
year Dan dropped out of
school to work for hi'> father

'UJ'Il!:i.1 I'll Mer being In college for only a
year Dan abandoned school
10 work for his father

I ji "tWijl Mer bemg n college fer only a
year Dan dropped oudda
school da work fer Is father

drop a course (to) exp to abandon <l course

_;":inM IdeCided 10 drop chemlslIY thiS
semester. I have too many
courses nght now

li !,,'Mm:!j I deCided 10 abandon chemistry
this semester I have lOO melny
courses right now

Ii'm'lJHi! I decided da drop chemlslry thl~

semestcr. I helve too many
cour<;es right now

dude n.• I. man, guy· Z. used to ~Ignlty

surprise • 3. male or female friend

MU':!;!). Who IS that dude? I ve never
see'n him before

5J t!'Iit\ll: d Who IS Ihat man l I vc never
seen him before

Ii' '1"lU, Wl Who s that dude l Ive never
'>een 'im b'fore

.:;:tt:W*!W Dude' Old you see how fdst thal
Car was moving'"

.1 !.!'OW!:!j Wow' Did you see how tasllhelt
car WdS moving?'

Ii' lifflJt' Wl Dude' Did'IU see how taslthdt
celr w L. mOVlng'II

Mpoll.1W Hey dudel Where' helve you
been?

5J Mill' Sit ;i/j Hey friend' Where have you
been?

Ii' I! 110 Il:il Hey dUde' Where ya been}

fine ad) said of a very attrelctlve per'>on

-i":''!. Old you see Norm Snew
girlfriend} ~he I" fine'

n tJ'IlWI )'11 DId you see Norm s new
girlfriend? She IS really pretty'

Ii' liiliU I:jj Did'ja ~ee Norm Snew girlfriend?
She 5 fine'

TEEN/COLLEGE SLANG



ny ad] great wondertul, f<.lntustic.
_nt;!Ol!_ My chemistry teachcr I~ Dy She

never givcs us homework on Ihe
weekend~!

(/ t'H SI( ;'11 My chemistry teacher IS great
She ncver givcs us homework on
the wcekends'

• I"."U'/i! My chcm teacher S Dy She
never gives u<; homework on the
weekenz'

£rat rat n <.I male student who belongs to a
fraternity organization (whIch IS a social club
for malc students)
-Pi;,••• I would never go out with a irat

rat All they ever think ubout IS

paTtylng'

I" llW'm :'n I would never go out WIth a
male student who belongs
to a iraternity All they ever
think about 1<; partylng'

RlI,fflUxi! I d never go out w th a irat rat
All they ('vC'r Ihlnk ahoud C7

pardying l

Now The term {rat IS a popular
abbreVIation of "fraternity,·
There is no abbreviation of
sorority," which is a sociul dub

for femule "Iudents
S}nonym 2 irat boy n

Synonym 2 Greek n. (a common tcrm used
among fraternity member~ - <.Ill

fraternities are named c.lfter c.l
combinution of Greek letters such
as Sigma PI Beta Thcla Pi Cl\)

give it up for someone (to) exp to give
applc.lu"e to "omeone
_pl:'n_ Ladies and Gentlemcn let s give

it up for our new school
principal I

T£EN'CO~ESLANG

'ntE SLANCiMN GUlD£ TO STREIT SPEAK J

"1i'!!'Sil ;'4 Ladles and Gentlemen let ~ give
some applause to our new
school pnncipaJl

; i'i'·HI i! Ladles n l..en elmen let\ give
id up fer ar new school
princip I1

Synonym hear it ior (to) exp • Lee s
hear it for Slangman!, Let's give
some applause to Slangman l

haze (to) v to sublect a pledge (see p. 202) to
a numbcr of embarraSSing (and sometimcs
painful) rituals before acceptance into thc
fraternity organizallon
_pt;,)!_ I m thlnkmg about Joining Slgma

PI fraternity c.lS long as they don t
haze their pledges

[l"!:!t~\'Il!!'!:lSLil;:aj'1l'!I 1m thlnkmg dbout Joining Slgma
PI fralCrnlty as long as they don t
subject their pledges to
rituals before acceptance
into the organization

; Jt1 tW j i! I m thlnkmg about joimng Slgma
PI frad 'e'L: long ez they don't
haze their pledges

Nore hazing n the act of sub,ectmg
a pledge 10 a number of embar
rassing (and <;ometimes painful)
muals before acceptance Into the
fraterruty organization • Hazing
IS illegal In many universitie..s
because of reported deaths a.!>
a result· The act of subjecting a
pledge to a number of embar­
rassing (and sometimes pain­
'id) rituals before accepUmce
into a fraternity organization
IS illegal in many universities
becau<;e of reported dealhs as a
result
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heDa adu a teen variation of Hell of a meanmg
·very "

-p':'n- We had a heUa good limp at
Jenn c; pany lasl night

SI tl'IltW :'a We hdd a very good time ut
Jenn s party last night

W''''flU! j! We had cl heUa good time It
Jenn s pardy las night.

Synonym hecca adu. a vanation of Heck of
a (which L'i a euphemistic
version of Hell or a ) meamng
·very. "

homeboy I homegirl n (ongll1dlly gang slang)
good fnend

-4":W. Murk IS my homeboy. We ve
known each other since high
school

n tI'B' $It :'11 Mark IS my friend irom my
hometown We've known each
other since high school

1i/1'G"jJ":jj Mark ~ my homeboy We ve
known each other s nce high
school

Vanarron homey I homie n

'hood n. (ongmally gang ~Iang) "hort for
"neighborhood

-Bq..- Hey, Dave' 1haven t spen you
c.lround the 'hOOd In a while
\Vhere have you been?

./ !l'llts/( III Hey Dave! I hnvpn I seen you
around the neighborhood In a
while Where have you been?

Ii/ 'n,w, I jj Hey Oave' 1haven t ~een ya
roun the 'hood 'n u while

Where yc.l been?

"It's aD good" exp Don t get upset
E\;erything is fine

-B':I". I didn I know thiS was your
girlfriend or I never would have
flirted wllh her It's all good
I m leaving

5t tf'H ..Sj[: 4 I dldn t know this Wcl~ your
girlfriend or I never would have
flined wllh her Don't get
upset. Everything is fine I m
leaVing

Iil it"lJtj ii I dldn know thiS W Z yer
girlfnend r I never would a have
lltrded WIth 'er It's all good
I m leaVing

kicking (to be) ad] to be fantastic
-Pt:i:ll. Peggy s party was kicking la<;t

night'

n tI'B' lit :'11 Peggy'c; party was fantastic last
nighl'

Ii/ !1 "lp' i' Peggy ~ purdy w z k1ckln' las
nlghl'

load n. the dmount of coursp, and work onc hc.ls
In school
_p':'.'. I m carrymg a bIg load thiS

.,emcster. I won't have lime 10

have any fun

li wm;;W:" I m carrymg a big quantity of
courses and work this
semeSler. 1won t have lime to
havp any fun

Ii/ "! '1111:ij I m <-<H1y'l ng a bIg load thiS
semester. 1won t have time da
havc any fun

Also: overloaded (to be) ad] to
have morc courses and wor"
Ihan one cun manage

mac on someone (to) exp la nlrt With
~omeone

-3' ':iJl. Old you ~ee the way Lmda s
boyfriend Iripd lo mac on Cc.lrol
dt the party?

if 'j '11' W j'lI Did you see the way Lmda s
boyfricnd tried to flirt with
Carol m the pany?

"1!!'jJHjj Old lil SPC Ihe way Lmda s
boyfricn tned da mac on Carol
it the pardy?

TEEN/COLLlGESLANG



"My bad" exp h s my fault.

Mp':I)'. - Hey' You JUSt walkcd Into me
Watch wherc you re going'

- Sorry My bad

Si 7i1Il*W)'h - Hey' You lust walked InIO me'
Watch wherc you re going'
Sorry It was my fault

Rtt"lgt:jj - Hey' Ya JUs walkcd mda me
Watch whcre y'r going'

- ~orry My bad

outtie (to be) exp to be leavmg

M3 £9:';1. rhi~ pmty is boring I m outtie

.p I'i!!W liij This party IS bOrIng l m leaving

;1 W'iP':jj 1hl~ pimy!o> bOrIng I m ouddie
f\,OI€ 1his is a vdnation on the

common cxpression, 10 be
out of here pronounced In real
speuk us tu be oudda here

peace out exp good bye'

M3 £':';'. I havc to gCt home for dlnncr III
see you tomorrow Peace out

II tnl' \It ;'§ I have to get home for dmner III
see you tomorrow Good.bye

RIt"'Pl:* I huftu get home fer dinner A 11
see ya damorrow Peace out

peeps n,rl a slang varIation of people used by
teens to meun "friends"

M;":W' My futher gOt a Job In another
state, so next month we re
moving h s gOing to be hard to
~uy good bye 10 my peeps

"G,;1lfS,i I'M My lalher gOI a lob In another
~tate', so next month we re
moving 11'<; gOing to be hard to
suY good bye to my friends

RlIl'lU' jj My falhe'r god a lob n another
state, so nex month w r movmg
h's gonna be hard da say ga bye
da my peeps

phat ad) great wonderful fantastlc

-;ti:W. Old you See Pat s new car' It s
phat' I can 1 wait 10 nde In it l

"7,'!!'m :'§ Old you see Pal s new car' It s
great! I can t wall to nde in it I

R!!ifl"'" jj Did'ju ...ee Put\ new cur? It's
phat' I can't wait tu nde 'n It'

T££N/COLLEG£SLANG

111£ SWICi'WI GUIDE TO STREET SPEAK J
Nore This is onc of those adjectives

Ihal confuse parents and teachers
because 11 IS pronounced "fal"
which mcuns "overweight,
whereas phat means 'greut "
"wonderful" "funlUstic "

Synonym phat-free ad) a humorous play
on words becElU~e it is
pronounced "fut free' which
refers \0 food !hat does not
wntmn fa\. Howevcr. In this
Luse. phar-{ree refers to someone
who is not phal or ·cool.

Phi Beta Kappa n un honorury ...oclety of
college sludents and graduates whose
members are chosen on the basis of high
performance ut school.

-it'm!. My sister is a member of Pbi
Beta Kappa She got pencct
grudes In all of her courses I

,,'I'i!Wt:'11 My sister i... a member of an
honorary society of coUege
students and graduates
whose members are chosen
on the basis o£ high
periormance at school ~he

got penect grade... In all of her
courses'

RW'OI ':ij My SISler s il member ev Phi
Beda Kappa ~he gal penec'
grudes n all ever cOurses'

Now Phi Bera Kappa can dlso refel to
the member of this orgunizmion
For exumple My sister is a Phi
Beta Kappa; My sister is a
member of Phi Beta Kappa

pledge n. il person who hd~ been accepted for
membership in a fraternity but ha<; not yCI
been initiated

Mit'm!. I d like you to meel fuLk lie ~

one of our new pledges Next
week he'll be u member of our
frale'rnlly

It 7j'liM,t::h Id hkt> you to meet RJek He s
one of our new people who
has been accepted £or
membership in our
fraternity but have not yet
been initiated Nexl week
he 11 be u member of our
fraternity



Lesson 9 • AL AND P£CiGY AIt£ LIK£ DATING!

WIf i'm/I" I d lIkc ya da m('ct H.lck. He s one
ev 'm ncw pledges Ncx weck
e 11 be tl member ev CH

frdtemidy

postal (to go) exp to become In<;ane and
vIolent

-3' ':',,. ThIS resldurdnl hd~ the wor~t

service [I' someone doesn't come
dnd tak(' our order ~oon I m
going to go postal'

"" I·' hi :'1I This reslauram has the worst
~erviLe If someone doe~n'l Lome
and take our order soon I m
going 10 become insane and
violent'

"!!i'!OI1':i! This re'slemnl has the wors
SCIVlCC. If someonc doesn comp
n lake 'ar order ~oon I'm gonnd

go postal'
1\Jore This is a humorou~ expre~lon

that comes !Tom a very serious
situation whcrc a postill worker
shol several olher workers. This
event become Wldely publicized
~o fast, Ihat II only took a <;horl
period of time for it to be turned
mlo an expression referring la
anyone who becomes OUI of
control emotionally

props (to give someone) exp 10 give
someone hi<;/her "proper" credit for un
accomplishment

_!":'J!M I don I bke the ~trdnge c101hes
lhdl Ceci[y wears to school every
day. But you have la give her
props for not lolloWlng
cveryolw else's rules.

'" l'il' m)'a I don t lIke lhe strange clothes
lhal Cecily wears to school ev('ry
day But you have 10 give her
credit for nOI folloWlng
evcryone else's rules.

WIllfW' if! 1don lIke the strange clothes Ih t
CecIly wears ta school ev ry ddy
Rut 'chfl hafta give 'er props
fer not folloWlng ev ryone else ~

rules

rents n pi short for pdrenls·

-p.,:W- Granl s rents lust had IWln<;'
They must be so pxclled l

'i"'j,'Wjlji Grdnl s parents Just had tWlnS'
They must be so excited I

"t! 'IIW:jj Grdnt s rents Jusl had tWinS'
They mus be so excided I

ride n car vehicle

_p,:iOll. Wilh lhe extrd money Jcff made
over the summN he bought
htmself a new ride

.i ~"!I'W )'a Wllh the extrd money Jeff made
over lhe summer he boughl
himself a new ca..

'" FI1'1;" W1 With lhe extra money ,lefT made
over the summer he bod 'imsclf
d new ride

rock (to) l! to be fdnlastic

_!, ':'J! M My pdrenls bought me a new car
for graduallon My mom dnd dad
rock'

li t mtS.[ ;.11 My pdrenls bought me a new car
tor graduation. My mom and dad
are fantastic I

ii/ "!flU' il My parents bought me <.l new car
fer graiuulion My mom n dad
rock l

Synonym rule (to) u

stoked (to he) ad] to be eXLiled

_p':'''. I m stoked' I gol an A on my
history test'

"t!11!S': 1:JI I m excited I I gal an A on my
history lc:sl'

ii/lilllJHil I m stoked' I god n A on my
histery t('sr'

TEEN/COLLEGESLANG



sweet ad} grec1t fantastic.-+,+;1;,- I m going to Los Angeles thiS
<;ummer It's going to be sweet

'Wili t '.! lid I m going to Los Angeles this
summer It'S going to be great

;It',L/I'i! I m gOing la L A this ~ummer Lt ~

gonna be sweet

tight ad} greal fantasllc
_m:w. Did you see Jennlfer <; new

laptop? Dude it's tight'

'P!'llt\l! :'/1 Did you see Jennifer s new
laptop? Wow it's £antastic'

W(£1'0. I il Did'Ja see ,Jenmfer s new laptop?
Dude it's tight'

totallyadu (very popular 10 the POint of being
overused by many teens) eXlremely

_"':101'. You like Bobby? He s totally
weird'

" I \ id '.£I! :'/I You like Bobby ~ HC' <; elltremely
weird!

; J1!'jUi i! You like Bobby ~ He stoclally
weird'

trashecl (to be) ad) to be eXlremely drunk
.;£':W. Give me your car keys. I m not

letting you drive your<;elf home
You're trashed

""'E';'! I'd GIve me your l<.lr keys I m nol
letting you dnve yourself home
You're elltremely drunk

lIIi""'",n...' ....!J"""...."i!"'" Glmme yer car keys. I m not
letting ya dnve yerself home Y r
trashed

wayadu.• 1. very extremely· 2. LL<,ed 10

Indicate agreement· 3. used 10 mean "Yes, It

is true'" follolNmg someone else s comment of
No way'" whIch meanS "That's ab<;olutely not

lrue l "

-E':';)'•• My home economics teacher IS
way cool If we gel done early
with our assignments, she lels us
leave before the end of Ihe class

TEEN/COLl'GESLANG
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n 1!'BWII'1I My home economIcs leacher 1<;

very wonderful If we get done
eurly Wlth our a~ignments she
Jets us leave before the end of the
c1a<;.<;

; 1f,!IlOW i! My home ec teacher s way cool
If we get done early Wlth ar
assignments she lets us leave
b'fore the end a the cia,;,;

_p':I;)',. Tammy IS the ~trdngest person
I ever met

- WayI

U G"n t lit :'/1 - Tammy IS the strange..<,t per<;on
J ve ever met

- I definitely agreeI

;'.I'ln'i! - T<.ImmysthestrangC'<;1 pN<;on
I ever met

- Way'

_pt;!J!i,. - llUSI heard th<.lt Momw dnd
Chandler are getting m<.lmed'

- No way'

- Way'

n I, '11' \It :'04 I Just heard that Monlca and
Chandler are getting mamed l

- Thc1t 5 absolutely not true'

Yes. it is true'

!!IlfltlW3iR - I JUSt heard th t Momca n
Chandler er gedding mc.1med'

- No Wc.1yl

- WayI

whack (to be) ad) temble

-P':iU- You failed the mmhematlcs final?
That's whack! What <.Ire you
going to tell your parents'~

n ij'll!WJ'lI You fmled the mathematiCS final?
That's terrible! Whal are you
going to tell your pJrenrs?

""ii/"l'll#",...,,,,q...."""':il"" You failed the math fina(1 That'S
whac:k! What 'er ya gonna Idl
yer rents?

Vanal!an whacked (to be) ad}



Emergency Slang & Expresstons

THIS USSON IUTUau 0 NEW SLANG WORN " IDIOIIU

MATCH THE PICTURES
As a fun way to get stdrted, ~ee If you can gue~ the meanmg of the
new slang words and expressions on the opposite page by using the
pictures below and follOWing the context of the sentences

o

E'IERGENCY SLANG &- EXPIUSSIONS
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.Jf. down on the ground and 6 Is that d gold watch you re 11 If you don t ehill out you re
.,cad them' wearing? Hand it over' gomg to get an ulcer' You
:l i.lll qUickly o Give it to me need to learn how to relax
:l separate your lew. WIdely o Put your hands on It o get cold

7 This IS the cnmmal we ve
U calm down

Srop runnmg awayl Freeze I been 100kJng for Cuff him l

:llook thIs way U Hit him 12 If you don t gIve me your
:l stop where you are U Put handcuffs on hIm wallet nght now I'm gomg

to let )IOU have it!
~ ou won the lottery? Give it 8 Get )lOur hands in the LJ give you what you deserve

airl Now don t move l o give you a gift• rest l You re ,;uch i1 liar' :l Put your hands above your
:J take a vacation and rest
:J I don t believe It

head
13 Stdnd over there! One false

U Put your hands at your move, and you'll be sorry'
~Ide o foolish dtlCmpt to escapeI m nred of you <;aymg mean

things about Carl all the time 9 Stay where you are and Dhe

Can't' no funn)l business' Do

:JbeqUlet exactly as I say 14 Show me where you keep
:J tell me more Uno laughmg your safe lMove it'o don't do anythmg Urun

That guy who walked mto the
,;u,;picious o hurry

bank has a gun l It',; a 10 I hear gun shots I Drop I

sUck·up! o Move your body to the 15 Watch out! He has a gun l

;:] very thm powerful gun ground o Be careful
o robbery ..J Let go of that :l Remove your watch

EMERGENCY SLANG a;. EXPR£SSIONS



Lesson 10 • FRlEU! nlls IS A nICK-VP!

A. DIALOGUE USING SLANG lit IDIOHS
The word~ Introduced on the fir~t £wo pages are used In the
dialogue below. See if you can understand the conversation
Note' The translation of the words in boldface is on the right
hand page ~~

CD-a: TRACK U

Robber Freeze! This i~ d stick-up' Take all the money from the cash regIster and
hand it over And no funny bnsiness One false move and watch
ont l I'll let you have it

Bank Teller Okay chill out l 1don't have any money here It'c; all In the safe

Robber Give it a rest l I know you have money In your drawer You re askmg for
trouble l

Police Officer 1 Can it l This IS the pollce. Get your hands in the air l Now drop and
spread them I Move it l

PO/fee Officer 2 Let s cnff hlm l

~ Ul£RGENCY SLANG Ii' EXPRESSIONS
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8. DIALOGUE TRANSLATED INTO STANDARD ENGLISH
LET'S SEE HOW MUCH YOU REMEMBERI
Just for fun, move dround In rdndom order to the word., and
expressions in boldface below See if you can remember theIr
~lang equivalents withoutlookmg dtthe left hand page'

Robber Stop where you are' This is a robbery' Take all the money from the cd.,h
register and give it to me And don't do anything snspicious One
foolish attempt to escape and be careful of the consequences I I'll
give you what yon deserve (meanmg "I'll shoot you")

Bank I(dler Okay reliU: 1 I don t have dny money here It!> all In the safe

Ro!)ber I don't believe it' I know you have money In your drawer You're askmg for
trouble I

Police Officer I Be quieti This I~ the poltce Put yonr hands above yonr head' Now
move your body to the gronnd quickiy and spread your legs apart I

Hurry'

PolKe Of)1cer .2 Let!> pnt handcnffs on hIm I

EMERGENCY SLANG & EXPItWIONS



Lesson 10 • FIUEZf.! nlls IS A STICK-VP!

C. DIALOGUE USIPlG "REAL SPEAK'"
The dialogue below demonstrates how the ~ldng conver~dtlon

on the previou<; page would really be <;poken by native <;peakers l ~~~
co~a' TUCK 11

Robber Freeze' ThIs e7 d stick-up! Take dll the money fr m the cash register n hand
id over An no funny bizness One false move n watch out l A'n let
cha have it

Bank Teller OkdY chill outl I don't have any money here It., all n the ~afe

Robber Give id a rest I I know ya have money n yer drdwer Y r askmg fer trouble I

Po/rcp Of)Jcer I Can it l This' ez the pahce Get cher han'z 'n the air l Now drop n
spread 'em l Move it l

Police Offrcer 2 Lct scuff Im I

VOCABULARY
The followmg word~ dnd expressions were u<;ed In the preVIous
dlalogue~ Lct\ take a closer look dt what they medn ~

~\G

~..
co-a· TItACK U

"Can it!" InrelJ Be qUieti

EHERGENCY SLANG Ii- EXPAf.UIONS

i: ::Il·:ij :",.:-r:,;!,. I,: Ij; i' ,ttj t~!:a::l
Wh3/ "re 3/ou .$0 upset "bout...? Chill out!

I::·:~ili·:":i;M{·t:';!,il,:tI;tttt!j'''~·:iJ;W
Wfl3/ "re 3/ou t",king "bout... lifle th"t'! C"n it!

_n':'"M Can itl If I hCdr so much clS one more word out of you
you 11 be sorryl

'U,j'IlWl ::ii Be qniet l !rl hear so much as one more word out of you
you 11 be ~orry'

WWijJUe Can it l If I hear so much ez one more word oudda you,
you 11 be <;orryl

"Chill out!" mtery "Relax I Cdlm downI

_;:tt:mM You alwdY~ let your~elf get so up~et about little problems
Chin out l

Utl'm.m J'li You alwdy<; let your~elf gel ~o up<;et about little problems
Rel"",1

Cl Wiju,te You dhwee7 let cherselt get <;0 upsed dbout liddle prob
[ems. Chill out l

Vunanon I "Chin!" inrelJ

Vunanon2 "Take a chin pill!" mtelJ (u~ed maInly m New York)
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cuff someone (to) exp 10 put handcuffs on someone

_J:p.t:iBM This IS the man who fit~ the de<;cnpnon of the cnmlnal
CuD him dnd let's take him 10 headquarters

11 t, 'ilt\/[ iill ThiS IS the man who fits the de<;cnptlon of the cnmlnal
Pnt handcnffs on him and let's take him to head­
quarter<;

1,11 ',jN,!'iI Thl<; ez the man who fits the descnptlon a the cnmlnal
Cuff 'im n let's take 'im da heddquarder~

I': nl? 111: I.II( t:i;i,;rl,::j;:',',tj','~ Pt iI
The police officer cuffed the "'3/ because...

EMERGENCY SLANG fio EXPIUSSIONS

et), :,1 :X-I\I< t:lJ'li,:iJ;"t!,f,,!,:ij:M
If 3/ou maflc one false move••.

•'l·EI l·p' :·",{·t';!,ii,p,;:t,ttit'!·lIJ i
He3/! Wh3/ are 3/OU... '! Freeze!

le: Ei(~liJ! :),!o:.::';fi,li,:,j;C,ttitt! Pd]l
Drop 00' nl...!

false move exp a foolish attempt 10 escape

_nt:WM Don't move! Stay nght where you are One false move
dnd I'll <;hoot'

11 tj'Il!\/[ I'll Don t move' Stay nght where you are One foolish
attempt to escape and III shoot l

i W'jE':iI Don t move' Stay nght where you are One false move
'n all shoot l

"Freeze!" Inlc!') 'StOp where you are'

_ 4tt:m. Hey' Where IS thdt guy gOing With my bl<..yde? You, there'
Freeze I

11 i\11£\/[ J'j Hey' \Vhere IS that guy gomg \Vlth my bicycle? You there'
Stop where you are'

; l!!'IJt\:il Heyl \Vhere s that guy gOing w th my bike? You there I

Freeze~

J\iole These directions are commonly gIven by the police when
arresting d criminal

"Drop!" rnref) "Move your body 10 the ground qUickly'"

_50:!.!. Drop I Now put your hand~ behmd your back dnd keep
them there I

Cl i,li},!\/: l'4 Move your body to the ground qnicklyl Now put
your hdnd<; behind your back and keep them there l

;,jlj'iU':il Drop' Now put cher han'7 b hin'ier back n keep em
there'
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"Get your hands in the air!" mtelJ "Pul your hands In the ,lIT'"
Get your hands in the air I As long as no one make~a
move, no one WIll gel hun'

Put your hands in the air' As long a~ no one make~a
move, no onc wIll gel hurt l

Get 'cher hanz 'n the air' A<; long'CL. no one mdkes a
move, no one 11 get hun'

et:',':I)!-

.'·tll-II' :·',I{·!PJ!;;*;UJ;t' ttit,!·:rJ:i
yo.....'! Give it a rest!

i If·;'iJ!.1:ii

41 t!'MW l'l Charles lold you hl<; family IS roydlty?1 I don't believe it l

He's such a liar'

PU, ,ju.te Charles told JU 'IS fam Iy s rOydlry)1 Give id a rest l He's
such a Itar l

.:t·nit III :·I,a{·i:'J!;il,ti';',ttjt,~,pJ M
Gel ~o..r hands in the air! ...

"I don't believe 11'"

MtV:W_ Charles told you hI'> family IS rOydlty?I Give it a rest I

He's such a har l

"Give it a rest!" lnlelJ

','rEllt·pl :.,'i, Jp J'5"':"; :,,1,'it, t·: iJ "

If ~o.. don't give me that... J'l1 let ~o.. have itl

Mn':w- Stop' GIve me all the money m your wallcl or I'll let you
haveit l

41 tl'MW i'N Stop' Give me all the money In your wallet or I'll shoot l

P,l?;II!U,'j'1 SLOp' Glmme all the money n yer walled or a'D let cha
have it l

"Hand it over!" IntefJ "Give 1l to me'"

Mt:t':W_ Are you hldmg your purse bchmd your bdck? Hand it
overl

il tl:l!Wf.J'1I Are you hldmg your purse behind your back? Give it to
me l

P j!,"l1tril Are you hldlngyerpur<;c behm ler back? Hand id over l

l'l~EJl·:'1 :·'fIR·t:I;!" l,tI';:t.t!i f ,'! le:M
Is that ... ~o"'re holding'! Hand il over!

"I'D let you have it!" rntelJ 111 gIve you what you dcserve (elthcr phy<;lcally or verbally depcndmg
on the context)

"Move it!" mtefJ "Hurry'"

ME':"!- I know therc s a "afe In here Now, show me whelc you
keep your money Move it l

11 WWmjil 1know Iherc s a safe m here Now show me where you
keep your money Start moving'

PUl,jJf,l:e 1know lhere's a safe n here Now, ~howme where ya keep
yer money Move it l

.:1')\1"1'1 :,';a·:·t:ilJ!jii,ttJ;, tilt' !':'J ,
Show me where ~o.. keep ~o..r••. Move it!

Cm) UlERGEWCY SUWG e;. EXPRESSIOWS
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1/I·l:ii·li' :·'iIR·t:iJ!;il,U'; :1,1,£1'" ~·tiJ •
I want ~ou to... and no funn~ fnlsine.u!

"Spread 'em!" exp Separate your legs Wldelyl' (m order to submit to a body search by a police
officer

"No funny business!" Inter) "Don'l try dnythmg SUSPiCIOUS'"

-iN:!;!. Step dway from there nght now and no funny busi­
ness You re the robber we ve been lookmg for'

Inl'!l!W VII Step away from there nght now and don't try any­
thing suspicious You're the robber we ve been look
mg forI

WU"OUil Step dwayfr m there Tight now 'n no funnybizness Y'r
the robber we ve been lookIng fori

-¥:t':W. Get out of the car, put your hands on your head and
spread themI

Cl t,'Il!W I'll Get oUt of the car, pUt your hdnds on your head, and
sepante yonrlegs widely'

WU"jUtil Ged oudda the car put cher hdn7 on yer hec.1d n spread
'em'

Nore In this expression, 'pm IS a reduction of "them," represent
Ing "legs" The reduction of "Ihem 'to em is so common In

thIS command that you'll probably never hear It In Ite;
unreduced form I

1'['1\1(.11' :·lfIR·t;';·3;i,:i 'd:' tti('!·l'J.
Put ~o..r hands on ~our head and spread 'em!
Now I'm going to check to make sure ~ou don'!
have aJl~ eoncealed... on ~O...

_n':w. That man IS pOlntmg a gun ill thal bank cue;lOmer' It S d
stick-npl

Cl t,'B!W ]ill That man IS pOInting a gun at thilt bank cue;tomer l It e; d
robbery I

i ltiij)l'\ M Thai man's pOInting a gun 'It thdt bank cu~tamer' It s a
stick-up I

..ntdi': 1,!n:!J!311,1i';1i ttit'W,:I
During the stick-up, the robbers too•...

(m)
--'"

1:0:1"11' :·III{·r:r;hli,:ij;1i tBtihll i
Watch out! There's 41... coming this wa~!

UlERGE.NCY SLANG &0 E.XPIUSSJONS

"Watcb out!" [mer) Be careful' There's potentIal danger dboul to happen 1"

_t:t':W. Watch out! You're about 10 step mto d hole' Thai WLlS

close You could have broken your neck'

1/ t!'B!W ]ill Be careful! There's potential danger about to
happen' You re about to step into a hole' That was close
You could have broken your neck'

iVtj,jJUil Watch ont' Y rabout ta step Into a hole l That w'z c1o~e

Ya wuld'a broken yer neck'



Lesson 10 • FAlEU! TH" " A nICK-VP!

A. CORRECT OR INCORll£C11
DecIde whether or not the words 111 boldfdce have been used
correctly or Incorrectly by checking the c.lppropnate box

Would you can it?1 I'm ttred of heanng you complam all the timet
[J lORREC'1 0 II'\CORRLCr

2 Cuff bim l The sleeve~ on that man ~ shirt are too long
...J CORRRT .:J INCORRE<...I

3 Freeze' It s tOO hot In here l

o coRRrcr 0 l'JlORRrlT

4 You need to get out of here now' Move it l

..J CORRl:.Cl ,.J INCOAAElf

~
\..

~~

~
m-8, TItAClt t4

5 That man Jmt walked Into the bank holding d gun l It must be a stick-upl Let's call the pollce l

U C01Uli:Cf ...J INCORRECT

6 You look like you re haVIng fun Hand it overl

U CORRECT 0 I~CORRECT

7 We hdvc to hurry or wc're gOing to be late Spread 'em l

':J CORRrCT 0 INCORRI:( T

8 I m gOing to trU'>t you. so no funny business
U CORRECT ..J INCORRECT

9 I want you all to stand dgdlnSt the wall One false mOve and ~()meonc 1<; gOing to get hurt
U CORRECT LJ I'JCORRElT

10 ThIs mOVIe t~ really funny Watch out l

LJ <..ORI{ECT U INCORRECT

11 We re h;:lVIng an earthquake l DropI

;:] CORRLlr ,.J INCORHECT

12 If you dOn 1 ~top bothenng me I m gOing to let you bave it l

o CORREn [J INCORRl::CT

1'3 ThIs IS the police Get your hands in the air and don't move
o CORRFcr 0 li\:CORRl::CT

14 You look redlly nervous You need to ebiU out
o CORRECT U INCORRLlr

IS Are you ttred? Give it a rest'
i:J COH.llliCI 0 INCORRECT

1,..IRGINCY SLANG &- EXPUSSIONS



111£ SLANCiHAN GUID£ TO STREET SPEAK J

B. CR£ATE YOUR OWN STORY
Create d shon Story aloud uc;lng the suggested words You may
use (he words in any order in your sentence If you need to
write down your SlOry first. that\; fme'

[freeze) [run) [money) [police) [cuff]

UI£RGENCY SUNG & £XPIt£SSIONS



Les~on 10 • FRUZE! THIS IS A nICK-VP!

c. TRUE Oil FALSE
DeCide whether or not the definItIon of the words In boldfc.lce
IS true or fdlse llnd check the correct box

1 "Can it!" tnlelj 'Great to .,ee youl'
U TRUE 0 FALSE

2 stick-up n robbery
U TRUE 0 FALSE

3 "Drop!" mrelj Go to sleep qUickly'
LJ TRUE U FAL~E

4 "Freeze!" mtery "Stop where you are l

Q TRUE 0 FALSE

5 cuR someone (to) exp to pUt handcuff., on someone
U TRUE 0 FALSE

6 "No £nnny business!" mtery 'Don't try anythll1g ~U~P!CIOUS'

U TImE ::J FALSE

7 "Get your hands in the air!" mrelj Leave Immedllltelyl"
..J TRUE:. 0 FALSE

8 "Chill out!" !ncelj You look overhedtcd'"
o TRUE [J FALSE

9 "Hand it over!" m!elj 'GIve It to mel
:.J TRUE :J rAL~E

~
~
CD-B' TRAClt U

10 "I'll let you have it!" rnlelj 'Ill gIve you what you de<;erve (enher phy~tcally or verbally)
o TRUE 0 FALSE

II "Spread them!" exp 'Sit down I

o TRUE 0 FALSE

12 "Give it a rest!" intelj RelllX I

Q TRUE ..J FALSE

13 £alse move exp cl foolish movement
o [RUE 0 FALSE

14 "Watch out!" mtelj. "Bc carefuP There s potential danger about to hdppen l '

o TRUE U FALSE

15 "Move it!" mtelj Hurryl"
t..J TRUE c.J FALSE:.

EIlIERGENCY SLANG fio EXPIUSSIONS



ntE SLANCiMN GUIDE TO STREET SPEAK J

More Emergency Slang & Expressions

ThIS i~ perhapc; one of the most ImpOI tant ~ectlon~ In term~ of ~UI"VIVdIl For example. If you don t
understllnd the popular command~Freeze! or Hold ill you may fmd yourc;c1f In serious ddngcr sincc
both commdnds mean ·Stop'" The following slang terms and expressIons were put in this list to protect
you In the event of an emergency Do make sure that you pdy particular dttention to the "real speak"
versIon of the ~ample ~entenccl Sometfmes the pronunciation can be just as hard to understdnd ac; the
telm or idiom Itself and when it comes to an emergency you need to underswnd the firsl time'

"Back off!" InfelJ Stop pcrslstll1g'
M;";')!. Hey back off l I told you I don t

wclnt to go OUI with you!

""'i-' \i:;" lIey stop persisting' I told you
I don t want to go OUt with you'

; ["fq"., Iley back off l I told jcl I don
Wi'mna go OUt w'th you'

"Cool it!" Inwr} Calm down'
.'If;lj'. You re m<lkJng too much nOI::.e In

there Cool it'

li "'will I'll You rp making too much nOise In

there. Calm down'

ItmlJ1lt:V Y r making 100 much nOl~e n
there Cool it'

"Cut it out!" Imer} SlOP thal l

M;":')!. Why <Ire you bothenng her? Cut
it out l

'" "w'm :11 Why clre you bOlhenng her?
Stop that I

Ij 11 i',)Ii:jj Why er ycl bothenng er I Cud
id out'

EHERGENCY SLANG &0 EXPRESSIONS

"Don't budge!" exp "Don I move l

M; Q:iJ'. Don't bUdge' A bee Just Idndcd
on your arm l

,,"'U'5/! :'11 Don't move' A bee' IIlSt lilnded
on your dIm'

IjllifjJii':jj Don't budge' A bee IUS landed
on yer illm l

"Don't faD for it!" InrelJ Don I be
deceived'

exh:in* I hat ::.alcsperson IS lYing to you to
get you to buy his mprchandise
Don't fall for it l

'Ul:il!S.t 1:Jj ThaI salesperson is Iymg to you la
get you to buy his merchundise
Don't be deceived'

IWI!iIl:Wj That salesper::.on c; lYIng da you
du get chil dil buy 'IS

merchundisc Don't fall fer it l

"Duck!" ImerJ. Lower your head because
')omcthmg is abouI 10 hit you'

Mi":W. Duck' ThaI was close. That
baseball almost hit you in Ihe'
head'

'" 1:0'.\1( :,a Lower your head l fhat wa~
close That busebull ulmost hil
you in Ihe head'

Ijp.t'll":. Duck' ThaI w 7 close. That
baseb<lll cllmo'>l hil cha n the
head'

"Get away!" mlelJ Move away fast'

Mi";'''. Get away' The huildlllg IS ilbout
to collapse'



Le~~on 10 • EJU,E%E! nus IS A niCK-UP!

'" tI'llW!l'1j Move away fast' The bUilding
1<; about to collapse!

; I."m' il Ged away' The bUIldIng s about
ta collapse!

"Get out of the way!" exp "Move aWelY
from something Laming toward you'·

-p':,)'. Thclttruck IS coming toward you'
Get out of the wayI

Si ',Pjll \It: d That truck I~ commg toward you'
Move away'

; 'tlllW:il That truck 5 commg tord you'
Ged oudda the way'

"[Get your] hands oH!" InlelJ Remove
your hands from there'

-P':IOI!. ThaIs an expensive pellntmg
you re touchingl Get your
hands off'

U tl'PW! I'd That s an expensIve pamtmg
you re touching' Remove your
hands irom there'

; ft;lIlH' il Thelt S n expensIve' pam mg y r
louching' Get 'cher hanz off'

"Halt!" IntelJ (borrowed from German) SIOpl

-p ,:,JijM Halt m the name of the law or
111 <;hoot!

5i Mm,h[ l,d Stop m the tlelme at Ihe lelw or
111 ,>hoot'

;: It'IiJI f:il Halt n the tlelme il the lelw r a 11
shoot'

"Heads up!" tnll''1 "Be <lIen'·

-;v:m. There are il lot of birds In thIS
park, so heads up! You ce'nainly
don't Welnl to get hit In the head
Wlth somethmg falling from the
skyl

"t,7Ji S,[ I'd There are ellot of bird;, It1thls
pdrk, so stay alert! You
certainly don 1want 10 get hit In

lhe head Wlth <,omething falling
from Ihe c;kyl

; mlqll:jj There er illod el bIrds nth s
park, so heads up' Ya cenatnly
don't Welnna gu hit n the head
W th something falling fr m the
<;kyl

"Hold it!" ImelJ ·~rop what you re domg'

-pt:ia. Hold it! I think someOne IS
coming Let s gel out of here l

" t' m.SIi i:h Stop what you're doing'
I think someone IS coming Let s
get out of here'

W,I,f'lU:t:il Hold it' I thmk someone s
coming Let's ged oUlla here'

hold-up (a) n robbcry

_p':inM A111hose people are holdmg theIr
helnds over Iheir heads I think it'"
a hold-up I

"ti'Il'S/( ;'n A1llho~e people are holdmg thClf
helnds over their heads I think it 5

a robbery'

I !I!!iU' i1 1\11 those people er holdmg their
hanz over thcir heads, I think II c;
a hold-up'

I\lso held up (to be. ad) to be
robbed

"Knock it oH!" Ime'1 "Stop that'·

-;":W. Your singing IS gIVIng me a
heddachc Knock it off l

", I'll' lit Jill Your smgmg IS gIVIng me a
headache Stop it'

; '''',qlt:il Yer smgl11g 5 giVIng me a
headache Knock id oil'

"Look out!" Incerj. "Pay atrenllon! There s
potentlell danger elboUl to happen"

-p':W. Look out' rhe door IS aboul to
<..lose On your hand'

£/IIERGENCY SUNG &0 EXPRESSIONS



il I l'!1- W::ti Pay attention! There's
potential danger about to
happen' ThE' door IS about to

c1o,;e on your hand'

; "llm ':w: Look out' The door s about lil

close on Ye'r hand'

"PuD over!" InleT] • ~top your car al the '>Idc of
the road l "

_'if:W_ Dnver In the whnc Hondu thl.'> I.'>
the police Pull over l

il' i m;\.: i'n Dnver In the while Honda thts IS
the police Stop your car at
the side of the road I

; '1.1I0":jj Dnver n thc white Hondu thiS
cz the palice Pull overT

"Shut up!" InleT] Be qUiet'

-P':W- Don I you ever ,>IOp tulkmg?
Shut up'

il WIl' \.[ l'd Don t you ever stop talkmg? Be
quiteI

; '!"iJFjj Don'chu ever <;top talkmg? Shud
Upl

,'\!()(e Shur up'- t'> u.,ed by the
younger generullons to
mean You re kidding me'

"Shut your trap!" InleT] . • Shut your mouth'

-3 p:,aw I can t believe you would .'>ay
such u terrible thing l Shut your
trap'

.. 1iw W: h I can t believe you would say
such a terrible thing' Shut your
mouth!

• ,titlE' jj I cun t b'lievc you d Suy ,>uch a
terr hie thl1lg' Shut 'cher trapl

Nore Trap (lllerally a deVlce resembling
a mouth Wlth teeth w;ed to catch
dn unim'll) is slang for' mouth."

"Snap out or it!" Inler). Stop bemg mentally
unre<;pon<;ive and regam your clear thinking!

-3":'JlM Snap out of it l Whal's wrong
Wlth you? Are you drunk or
something?

1/ IIIl'W ::h Stop being mentally
unresponsive' What 5 wrong
Wlth you' Are you drunk or
something'l

EMERGENCY SLANG & EXPIUSSIONS

THE SLANGMAN GUIDE TO STREET SPEAK J

" " illJ f i jj Snap oud 'ev it l What s wrong
w'th you? Are you drunk r
something?

IIStay put!" inleT] Don t move' from here'

_W:'j'. Stay putl III be back here In

ubout five minute.'> to come get
you

III ,';"\Il11i Don't move from here I III be
back here m about five minutes
to come get you

; ,J,i'lJ''':il Stay put' A 11 be back here n
ubout five mmutes ta come gel
cha

"Stick them up!" exp "PUt your hands ilbove
your head."

-3' ,:,).- Stick them up und keep them
up unull say 10 put them down l

This i.'> a robbe'ryl

1/ tl1l! SIt ;:h Put yOUi' hands above your
head and keep them up Unlit
I say to pUt Ihem down' This is u
robbery I

; !t!'O»t:jj Stick 'em up n keep em up
until I say da put e'm down. This
el. a robbery'

"Take cover!" ImefJ Fmd <;ome shelter from
tht.'> danger."

-p':W. Look over there' Thut.'> u
tornado coming toward u.,'
Take cover l

li' "It- W;'a Look over there l Thut ., a
tornildo coming toward u.,'
Find some shelter [rolD
this danger'

IR ft\'1U,l:j1 Look over there l That s a
tornudo coming lord us'
Take coverl



ANSWERS TO LWONS '-'0

ANSWllUTO
LESSONS '~'O

LESSON I - ROGER STRIKES OUT W'TH A PICK-UP LINE!

LET'S WAIL'I UP!

I pretendmg 10 be disintcre~lcd 5 flirting with me 9 liked each other Immed,atety

2 examlll,ng you 6 arrangLd d ddte for me 10 eilger to get back 11110 a

3 rejeel him In a gentle ",ay 7 phrase meant 10 entice relationship

4 Ignored me 8 fail

LET'S PRAn'CE!
A. COMPLETE ntE PHRASE

I chccklllg 4 blew 7 rehound

2 ,uike 5 hard 10 gel 8 fix

3 eusy 6 hu 9 hit

B. CONTEXT EXERCISE

I d()~Tl 1 make sense 4 makes '\Cn'\C 7 makes sense

2 doesn t make ~ense S make> >Lnse 8 doesn t make >en>e

3 make~ sense 6 make~ ~en~e ') makes sense

C. CREATE YOUR OWN SENTENCE (SUGGESTIONS FOR ANSWERS)

I I think he , checkmg you out l 5 I wouldn I She s prohably on 9 We really hit it off'

2 He totally blew me off! the rebound 10 Just try to let her down easy

3 Just make sure you don't use a 6 lthlllk ~hc ~ coming on to you l

stupid pick-up line. 7 I totally struck out ~he said no

4 Do you wan! me 10 rlX you up 8 She's jusl playmg hard to get
with ()rIe of my friends'

Il gOI her pregnant

9 kJ~smg

10 d.ltmg each olhE'r

4 They should take It lO a pnvate
place

5 mamed

6 very much m love Wlth

7 live together

3 nch older man she IS dat,ng

LESSON TWO - KEN POPPED ntE QUESTION!

LET'S WAIL'I UP!
I ask you 10 many him

2 dating someone much yuunger
than she '5



11IE SLANGMAN GUIDE TO STREET SPEAK 3

LET'S PRACTICE!

A. TRUE OR FALSE
False "3 I rue 5 F Ilse 7 True 9 True

2, True 4 False 6 lrue- S False 10 False

B. (HOOSE THE RIGHT WORD
queslion "3 up 5 Get cl room 7 cradle 9 bOlng

2, out 4 ~ugar 6 hitched 8 ua7Y 10 up

C. ,..AT(H THE SENTENCES, G 1 J " C. 7 I 9 F

2, B !l C 6 H 8 A 10 D

LUSON THIU£ - lANE AND ,..IKE BROKE UP!

LET'S WAVt UP!
I B

2 H

3 I

4 E

5 !I.

6 I

7 0
8 F

\I C
\(1 (,

LET'S PRACTICE!

A. WHAT DOES IT MEAN' B. (O,..PLETE THE FAIRY TALE

4 10 end il rom..Jntlc rclat10nshlp WIth

someone ilbruptly

~
. --[11 I.U ~~IIIL; Vr£ll' Wlll~'p~UlJIll" CD~1milA ~i1lllM:n l;~fr~ ~~~WI~ I!!I

. ~9'"wVlt'f la~j hI';1 Itfyltllr'lIl'Jlo were~ mMJI I~ c~dl1rl!a. rl!£V ItIJIIit lu')' dm/l ffu
rlOIllt'i1Ii dny I.~I'J' cuulndlti R'Ill esperudlv wll«iny ~CJ1llSl1ht yrma Will Mvr'!IJ ~ u[iJ

br.l! !11il! lW/IIJ[Il ,11111 9lt ((1!J.brtgo I.walJt 9U: IlIId .urJwfj to ..tIlT AJIII fllB Will 11 Jf(W
~lfI1i 1'"IRI<: th~ [j 'VJ:m filef'W' w/"l<!,/ ,full! I/lsyrwru ITht yrmu I~JlI l~iJlJl!ly lIljIP<l5Cd totP ""mM

'>[1111 J"fW«J yt~r, ~d Jus 'l'iJIUomiuy Jwi lw, ~IJ fI~ ~o--cJqy ~r qUIte SlIme l/ltlllU~1 it pBl
~~~ I

iIJ" ~c.u OOUll'Jfulll1ly amll il/uI C\fl)UI~ cYaJ'f C/IIdnrl&~ >/QR WIH,yrlJlX'l urdl. <;I" IIIll ~ lilJl
I IJwt 91L dlllll'f ilillf a loodIfid tbtss foe I11IJiI Iofar lUullhM[iJ11 her lMn JIt mrd Old, 'vI, flll'Y

(,j)/UIwt1JtrI~ JU:~J met" su.f.Wu~' slit Il£IIm ~ lP/fi from ~Huulll£/" Ill): "HillD, Swrdlf ' I"lIl/tur W11f~

<11:' CiJ~WrILt cr<JiI IwrlIy hil:ilr Iter 9Tj ,uullilid, 'Bu/...yr<llr /hi !NU, frJry ~ dotrt Ill£lli ilIlyt/IIl!'JJ
~l\1tJ clotiiCS!'" 'Tnll,' li~ ltlIJl. ''BId I 001 gM ~I a Iu.rJy Sit rf Itilh wJUil1 ~II ~lIl1ily )%1trei~llI

LmwuUt lf1lfcrt" Will> :/1Ii1, si" Ifrlwn 11£/" ~"¥Iic WIDrd I'lV CiJulndlti MW W'lI 141W WtwJil'j fI-i J1t£1~

!1i~l/f~\d ~,uk or till 1u.i MJ cuJdmlla r,il! cff fl1 tJzeyrVw bllll. 'I
"lI'JI£/I sill" ~J"11of11 lir!}'nJl.£ WlI!IJI! lvlielr Ius ryes fl(d lIewr Sien lI<dr a~Id snu~1 Hr W'B.Ill 1

1

I~ mfrlUimJ IIV hergrill tJlIIf lit ulSlStrJi fllIIf fluyI'f IIIJD7itd 1J&'1 away! 'Tltis ~ /hi iwpr.est day ifImy ¥ri" w,! Cm.lt>r:ltl'Fml, IpBl /I,d y,~d(1lig'i UIiJ Jnr vu.t:p slJ11jIYJ tllllf fIJ UltCvfllf if,; I
I ,iiwn:e I~r flit "n'u lts!aI Jre/ri, Just ~11JJ:'t. 1U.111fIt GreaJ' Now [d\')d Il!IlI"Iif.tt" Nul fill)' .IJJL I
I il'· I lit'!' 1IJ 1IJl}J'" ,mW ~Ill My clJIJWrIll jwll! UJ£ )"lIra or brtI WltJl ,,'/le
I _tv~' slu b-IM,t"ed,; IWIII It W(u,ulJm!l;v Iris mv.ttVeM-' ~
~111Jl1 he .'wllt·m /1JlIIiJ11 ni, ~ willl for IlllmtJUI CiJ~UrrILt "'tU lil ml'VY iMt l],r

I dr"f.l'i'! IJimlikr a hot potato- flltll rl1,l VIm- 11FI 90f we cm! pat"cJv

I
uwl'J-' 19', Swt't1!t, oar'jl~' ~IiJI tllt }"1JI«. "00") I'l"<I SWUlIi, oatfu!5 me!"' lI"JJI curdm11! '~CiDI dJJ

I
wlulJewr JOII WiV~ I:£TII' WCJ1llJt we /~;W cfflflJW"vJ;rr'~ up I 111/ "dlnj!) ~rv alWnIf)' III DCI"'I'

S.'1ThUI1I1V~11iD1>?1U1l111tl1r~)'OIlrDtJll ~X' !"

~~_____ __:J

Ci~

10 have a romantic relallonshlp
with someone other than onc'.;

~pouse or boyfriendlgirlfnend

~ a woman who cnJoys haVing a
('ontinuln~ sexuill relationship WIth
a married m<.ln

3 to disc.:over someone dOing
som<.thinj; Inappropnalc

6 Sillcl 01 il marnage lhilt IS nOI

~oin~well

9 10 emply or de<.ln OUI ~()meone

01 all hi~/her possessions either

dishonestly or in a <:OUr! battle

7 to reconcilc onc ~ dlffcrcncc~

8 <.In "OOreV1<.1110n of pre nuptial
<.Igrccment "' which is a contract

spcclfymg what each person gelS
In thc ('v('nt of a cllvor('c

10 <.I sexu<.llly promisc;uou\ womdn



ANSWERS TO LWONS 1-10

,. 'ONnXi £X&RC~SE
H

I
4 D

G

f> A
7 r
S I

9 ('

10 13

6 ~('dll<.e 10 It sup 10 him to t'e~pond to llle

7 In~tJnlty sltlli'ltion

'1 contilct 11 ~urprtsed me

9 h('huve ilggt('ssively 12. bet rf've n/:lL

JenniF~1 I IU~1 h,,11'(1 thm June unrl \'Ilk broke lip hecau~<, MIke was hR\1ng iln affair for thl' post year' '>hl busted h rl

when ~hp. walked ;nto their hedroom ilr:d found him with some tramp

Kenny Hem ;,orrlbl(" .!~nl mu~t IllV(' bLLn so IJp~('tl

hrllllrer Sh(' ~urL WdS Shc dropped him Eke' a hor potato the next di.lY~ 1don tthlnk they I1 e\er he dIJiL 10 patch
things lip cIlher With lanl there ,.(' no ~econd chilnc<'s

f..enny: WLlI. :t (!o('sn't surpnse me onl IJlt thill h<. hdd J mistress. Thclr milrria~(' hilS been or thL rocks !(lr ,\ long lime
I Iu~t hope thcy bOlh ~:g.'1ed a pre-nup or ~h{;'1l end up taking him to tile cleaners'

L£SSON FOUa - TOM IS WAY OrF BASE!

LET'S WA1U4 UP!

was cor lpletciy uneweLle<i

2. try hi'lTd to solve

~ unethlc~l behavior

4 hddlv mi~lUkcn

give Ujl

LET'S PRACTICE!

PoQ (MCCS£ 1H£ RIGIlIT WORDS

B. ltRC$SWCRD PUUL£

1=0". ;-K[~'x " h ~:)
_. ~ .~ ~ . '\J

Q " ,~I

I~ -'::., ~:':j+~,,?:"~; '~

~jH'r~tl
LWON FIV£ - MUGE IS THE BIGG£.ST KLUTZ!

LET'S wA1U4 UP!

1 h<1rd

) tov.Ll

l Ielt

4 j)no!

') td<.IJL

(, touch

7 score

'1 oH

9 lhrev.

10 but

It St'lllc

12 hall

€:. MATCH 'fME COI,UfJlti

M I

2. r b G

3 K 9 B

4 (' 10 I

0 11 H

(, fI. 12 J

I Tn..p 4 False 7 F"lsf' 10 I rue

2 I-als< S False 8 I'olsl 11 Futsl'

3 I rue Cl Tnl(' <) True !l TILJ<.

(~ia)



THE SWICiMN GUIDE TO STREET SPEAK J

UT'S PRACTICE!

A. i KN~W THt ANSWER, BUT WHAT'S THE QUESTION'
15 Fd eXCited 1boul SIdl1lng hl~ new loh?

1. Why IS Michelle yelling At everyone?

3 Did you iU~1 hear a loud cra~h

<1 Why ~rL you ~wealmg?

S Did you m<.lke thl~ chocolale wke yourselfl

6 Why are your employees nervous uround you I

C. YOU'IU ftIJ~ AUiHOR

Susan

~aggif'

Susan

Maggrc

When I was a !illlc {::irl. I had so much angst about gOing la Iundergarten. I tried to nct blase aboul it ~o thdl
my purenLs wouldn't be upset. hut suhtlety WilS never my forte. even us a child, You should have hl:ard me
screaming us we drove 10 Ihe school. I had never heen separated from my parenLs hefore, Also I wns SUJred thal
the olher kids wouJd make f\ln or me because 1was hlg for my uge and a IOlal klutz 1kept falling all the lime!

W'lul aboul your IwlO brother? Was he' screaming lOO?

No, my brother seemed really gung-ho about It bUI lookmg back on it, I think he WdS Justtrymg to he macho
and not lel everyone know ,hal he wus jusI as scared Our parenLs kept telling us Thar .1 would be fun iJllU thdl
there would be n sense of camaraderie among all the kJds".and they were right!

I found that. too The worst pan for me was Ihe teilcher. I'll never forget what she looked like She wore tons of
muke-up and looked like she had just come from d cosmetic boutique' She was this prima donna who used to
teach at an exclusive school for rich kIds bUl had 10 move wilh her hushand She hated being al our school. She
expected all the kids to kowtow 10 her. The first words thal came out ofher mOUlh were "I am your teache'r
and you will do exuctly as I Sdy and nOlhing more" And !hal's verbatim

She ~unds lruly chanmng'

LESSON SIX - ICAREN WEn ON AND ON ABOUT HER KNleK-KNACKS!

UT'S WARM UP!
I repeatedly

2 crossing-ilne

) smiling widely

4 ovcrly decordted

5 mixture

6 rn person

7 completely dedn

8 little lhings lhal ~he has coUeeted

9 rubber sandals

10 honest

I I talks non.~op

12 a tOlal

13 had a ca.o:::...a co;we:;a:C':"



ANSWERS TO LWONS 1-10

LET'S PRACTICE!

A. THE UNFINISHED COPIVERSATION (SUGGESTIONS FOR ANSWERS)
I Yes, she was grlnnmg from e<.lr 10 earl

2 Well he s alwdY~ been a lunk rood lunkle

3 Yes [bough, lots or fun km<.-k knocks

tI Absolutely He ~ dctinnely on lhf' up and up

No' It's too froufrou l

B. CHOOSE THE RIGHT WORD

I on and on

2 span

l flops

4 ear to ear

5 Illnkle

6 <.-halting

I cris~

8 up dnd up

9 knack

10 mash

It over dnd ove'

12 our ilnd OUI

c. COMPLETE THE STORY

Because I ve told her over and over agam nOI 10

borrow my things wjthout pennission

Pul on my flip-flops

It certillnly wa\ spic-and-span'

I think so He seems hk(' ht ~ on ,he' up and up

Y0.> ~hc has hundreds or knick-knacks all over

7

8

9

10

Because he s an out and out liur'

We've never met face to face

Yes, she s a reul junk f()()d lunkie'

Yes we chtt-chatted for aboUl an hour

He was gnnmng from ear to ear

2

1

4

5

D. CREATE YOUR OWN SENTENCE <SUGGESTIONS FOR ANSWERS)
6



11IE SLANGMAN GUIDE TO STREET SPEAK J

LWON SEVEN - JENNY 8UOHES A FUI£FIGIf'I'ER!

LET'S WARM UP!

I D /) B 11 G

2 A 7 E 12 I

3 M R C 13 1

4 H 9 N 14 I

S K 10 F

LET'S PRAnJCEl

A. "ACROSS" WORD PUZILE
I The pohce officer arrested Ihe hank robber

2 AI I~ d self-made person He Slaned hl~ own company'

3 Nancy IS so funny' She should be il comedian
4 Ill(' mall carrier IUSl left Ihls leller for you

5 My mother rons d big company all by herself!

6 Diln IS il frosh hut he's graduatin[j in two years'

7 The meteor missed u.sl Humsnkmd is saved'

8 Our company ha<; hecome so busy that wc need la hire more personnel soon'

8. CROSSWORD PUZILE

C. YOU'RE THE AUTHOR

foe

[)Olild

loe

Dovrd

Joe

I hear you re gomg 10 be il frosh nelCt year' Wh<.ll kmd of courses WlII you be tdkJng when you stan college?

Well I haven 1made a career chOIce yet. I ve alwdYS enloyed perfonnmg so J could be an actor or even a
comedian since J love telling funny slories. But I do love traveling and as a flight attendant I could help peopk.
and see the world at the same time Or maybe I could be a spokesperson for the travel induslry

rhat's true. BUI I also know that you've always wanted to do somethmg for humankind and onc of the best
Vvays is to become a firefighter or police officer Actually iJ milll carrier is probably iJ 101 safer excepl for the
occasional angry dogl

1definitely don t want 10 do ilnythmg dangerous' Maybe I could bel:ome a self-made person like my mother
and ron my own company. I've always wdnted to have my own publishmg company I just have to mdke sure
Ihat I get good personnel! Thai would be the hardest pan I Just don't know if I'd hke being in an office all day

1ve gOt it! Smce you like to perfunn and also help people, whjo don t you become a lcIcvision anchor dnd
report the news! Jim Manne used to repon the news for years In Los Angeles until he fell in love with h,s
producer Now Ihey're husband and wife and live In San Thego Thai could be you'



ANSWERS TO LWONS 1-10

LESSON £IGHT - A BIG BREAK IN SHOW BIZ'!

LET'S WARM UP!

I 1 mc 4 True 7 False 10 True I, rrue

l raise 5 FalsL !l False 11 True 14 TruC'

3 Tnj~ 6 True 9 True 12 I'alse 15 True

LET'S PRAnICE!

A. &0 B. CREATE YOUR OWN STORY
In thi~ section you could have' mdny possible answprs Remember Ihe morC' creative you arC' Ihe funnier your SlOry WIll be'

/to WHAT WOULD YOU DO IF SOHEONE SAID•••'
1 b
2 ('

1 c

4 b

5 h

6 a

7 b

8 a
9 c

10 d

D. CREATE YOUR OWN SENTENCES (SUGGESTiONS FOR ANSWERS)
1 'ihe lust got her big break In show blz' She dOing a one-IUler In i\ TV show l

l Ycs. that uctor is in i\ sitcom. He s a show-stopper in every TV senes he does,

3 'Ihue\ nothing on TV except for a rerun which is a total dog. The actors do nothing but mug

11 It's a spm-off of my favontC' slapstick comedy With Ludlle Ball She got her big break when she WdS only five years old l

5 Yes I'm dOing il walk-on In a new IV show 11 sa spm-off of d popular comedy, Thls WIll be my sturt in show biz l

6 He's u bdm actor In a homble slapstick comedy, It sa nLW TV senes where <1111hC' actors do noth,ng hUI mug

E. TRUE OR FALSE'
I True

2 False

True

4 True

S ~alsL

6 True

7 Fill,e

8 Fdlse

9 True

10 False

LWON '11'1£ - AL AND PEGGY AR£ LIKE DATING!

LET'S WARM UP

I I 11 tulk to you laler

l How Me you?

3 Arc you cruLV?

11 I don t Lure

5 se~y person

/) [P!ilX and have fun

7 twcmy four hours a dily, SCVLn ddys a week

!J Icave

LET'S PRAnCeE!

A. TRUTH CR LIE

9 h"ltucmanng

10 disrespected

I t friend (who i~ a girl)

Il definitely

13 exm~mely ugly

14 said

15 how can I 'dy Ih,s

I truth

2 lic

3 liC'

4 lrulh

5 IIC

6 lie



.....ESLANGJlAN GUIDE TO STREET SPEAK J

B. fiND THE DEfiNITION

I to ~<lY ~ Are you c-razy?1 11 to be very ugly

2 \0 leave 6 ~exy perMln 12 to hallucinate

3 to disrespect someone 7 to relrtx nnd have fun 13 "How rtre you?"

4 lnend who is a gJrl, and used ,n S "See you later'" 14 a response to somelhlng you

WCCling.<; and conveTSiltions C) How can I say Ihll>?" don't wanl 10 discu<;s any funhcr

between two girls 10 definitely I'; 24 hours a day 7 days a week

C. FIND-THE-WORD GRiD

FlND-ntE-WORD GIUD

T N F R E A K C E D G R R E W D S T M A T

W A 5 A L 0 D T A B L E H E M A

V W D L R C 5 D F M C 0 L 0 R

Y T J T R U E A 0 C E K T U V V

E~O
W K T H S T N E E

t I U 0 C L A P N G T

Q K R A N S T 0 R M R M 0 T t 0 E H G Z

U L N K I D L E R D CH E L L 0) C W E S S D

E U E W CL A T E) E R E C 0 G N Z I! S K E

T D W D D H T M R E E L V S E Z 0 S A

LWON TtN - FR£E%E! .....IS IS A STICK-UP!

LET'S WARM UP!

separate your legs Widely

2 stop where you are

3 I don l believe 11

4 be qUlel

robbery

LET'S PRACTICE!

A. CORRECT OR INCORRECT'

6 glVe]\ to me 11 calm down

7 put handculTs on him 12 give you what you deserve

8 put your hands dbove your hC<ld 13 fooli~h allempl to escape

9 don t do anythmg <;u~pieiou~ 14 huny

10 move your bod) to the ground 15 be wrcful

I correct

2 Incorrect

3 lneorreCl

t1 correct

5 correcl

6 incorrect

7 mcorreu

8 correct

<) correct

10 IneorreCI

11 correct

12 correct

11 correct

14 correct

I ~ mcorre,\

B. CREATE YOUR OWN STORY
Make ,ure to use complete senlences In yuur slory For extra fun try using other slang worm you ve ICdved In prC'V]ous Ic<;,s()rL~'

€:. TRUE OR FALSE
Fillse t1 T;1.Je

2 True 5 True

3 False 6 True

7 Fdbe 10 TOle 13 True

8 I alse 11 Fdlsc 14 True

9 I rue U False 15 I rue

~~



Ill. ThIS 2 AudiO Cass('t!(' set comams Ihe rilalogues in !he
bN'k ea selecltOnofexcrClsesspoken 10 "real speak' ­
2 Audio Cassette seT '@-!:I",",e;';J;IflOlfi&ju,1
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'1111 alNUT£ COUIIS£ III AIURlCAII AANG "18IMS i;j
TI"s book presenlS dozens of the most popular ,Ian~

.me! idIoms used In the liS as well as in m,1ny
common siluatior.s such as; c11 i1 llc1rty. at the mark!.
at Ihe mOVles 0') vacation. al the airpor., al <I

resta"ram. 0:1 the road, al school. or. a dale and
morp' In addJlion, learn common contraclions and
rcd'Jelions used by every nalive-bom Amencan'
Book: 160 S)CJges ib' I~.e;'·ilt:!.!;dti f.O""';'J'

Th,s 2·Aud,o CD sel. ide.11 for ear-tminmg, conlaulS
the dialogues uS<Xl '" the book. all 'he exercises, plus
each vocabularyseenon. all spoken in 'realspeakl"
2-Audio CD 500t ,,1;'''.':'·I,;I;I;*I'O'''»@''·)

'1~1is 2 Aud:o Cassette set contains the dialogues ir. Ihe
bookU a selectiono' exerclSesspokpn in "realspcdkr"
2-AudiQ Cas.sette set l~i*.';kl•.f*.r.IO"if,,"j.hl

~~~
'1111 CQNCDt: COUIISI III AJWIICAJIILAIIG "18IMS ~
ThIs book explores morc populAr slan~U idIOms. Wl,h
an exlra bonus- ou~ new spccial ser1Jon called "From
The Slangman File' " This fun segment is a handy
rCSOClrcc preser.ung popular slang U Idioms wl11eh
have been grouped in earcgones M.:ch as fruits U
vegela!)lcs. colo~s. mill"ls, I>ody parts, ;1eople's first
names, food. c1oth;nB. ''''!':'Ibers, ar.e! .1 nlt':1als ,
8001(, 240 pag.' 'Fi:lkMe:hB:f;f:!.[·jO'4Sfl1ki

Th,s 2-Aud10 CD set. ideal 10r ear rrilirung_ COnlJlns
the e!lillogues used III the hook. alllhe exercIses. piu.,
each vocabularyscction. 0111 spoken m "real speak'"
2·Audio CO 'i~1 IF':lk.';I·"*':.I".'~""ju.1

•
•••

at
••

TIlls hook examines even more everyday slang [3

Idrorm esspnnill for nonnallve speakers' Cll"gones
"'dude, dilllng. love. brcakmg up, hollbles. ;Jopular
'-'orch [3 exprcss:ons taken :'om spo~t,. popular :eer.
U collegc slang. pop"Iar Am"~J(:Rn tdeVlSlon shows.
,11Inernrions. proverbs bemB pollllcally COff"ct. and
J1urc~

Book; 240 pogcs it, UN' ne*!;IWO.,,.flC4'
TIllS 2-Audio CD set. Idedl for ear-trairunp" contains
thc dlalo~esused In the book. ,111 rhe '''''rci"",_ plus
each v0C<1bularysecllon. all spokefl in "real speak I"
'-Audio CO ~I ',,:,".';\·IOa;f;dI"O"'iFjnt!

~'his J.-IIudio C,ssene set co"tam, Ihc d",log\les In t:,e
hookU a se!('cllon ofexercis"sspokrn;n "'ealspeak'"
2-Audio COS-50_He sel 1,';12.';\·lla*'[.I0"'1ff,,,.1

•

IUYTII£SQ
"NIl SAW'

III
. ".Bcolc Clrld 2·CD se'

", 1~·':ki.~t;f;.f\Oi,.tu.n.:

~~
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This book is cl humorous. yel ilt:adcmlc. ~r.ourse on
the most commonly used obscemm:s. i",ults, curses
nnd gestures ClSed in :he En,~lSh langlJagp Th:s book
IS so compl",e. we challenge Ylll: to find a drty wood
or CXpw!i,\jon :hat'sr.or In HI

Book; 240 pages 1,,#Me'ila:f:fiCOIFWiki

Thi' 2-Audlo CD set. Ideal for ear-traming, contamS
11>" dialogu,,-, used m the book. all the exercises. plus
each voc"bulnrysccnon. all spoken in "real speak'"
2·Audio CO set If'Mld;kld:l*f'MILf"fj.:.•

1'h1S 2 AJUho ('l1sse"e Set wntnms the dlaloBues 10 the
book U iJ se:"clion ofexercISes spoke:1 m "real speak'-'
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