
LINUX

Welcome to Linux! Tux the penguin will be 
your guide to Linux today. And now, let's 
step into the rabbit hole and explore a bit, 

shall we?



Linux is...
 Linux is an operating 

system
 It allows you to use 

your Computer´s 
hardware and install 
software without 
being a cyber-ninja

 Linux is also very 
fast!!!



What does Linux look like?
 Linux can look like almost anything!
 It is widely customizable and is very easily 

done so.
 The examples you will see use four different 

“window managers”.
 Window managers are what you see and 

what manages your windows and desktop. 
 In Linux you can have anywhere from one to 

over two hundred desktops in the form of 
“virtual desktops”. 



First some info!
 The most common window manager in use 

today is the Gnome desktop environment. But 
the one you will see most in the screenshots is 
called ICEWM. The very first desktop you will 
see is my personal one.

 The others are from other users from around 
the world.



It can look like Mac!



Or XP,



Or Vista,



Or something completely different!



It can even have 3D desktops!



How does it work?
 It uses a base called the “terminal”. From the 

terminal you can run what is called “X”. once 
you have X started you can run anything. X is 
what runs the window manager and file explorer 
(like “my computer”) 

 Linux usually only needs from 128-512mb of 
RAM to run very fast. And can run on 
computers as slow as 250mhz. It typically 
needs less than 700mb of hdd space Any 
portable device(Nintendo DS, PSP, ipod, gps 
system, etc.) can and does run Linux. You use 
Linux all the time, you just don't know it.



Connectivity?
 Recent updates to the Linux “kernel” make it 

compatible with all new hardware. It is capable 
of using many USB, SATA, wireless, and other 
devices. 

 There are Twenty-nine million Linux users 
worldwide, not including large corporations and 
their servers and all the Linux phones and 
devices. This means that there is a lot of 
support for Linux. If you need help, go to the 
forum and ask!!



Versions and Options
 There are literally 350 REGISTERED versions 

of Linux in existence! The most popular(but not 
fastest) version is called Ubuntu.

 The version I use is called PuppyLinux. I find it 
to be much faster than most “distros” or 
versions.



Who makes Linux?
 Originally, Linux(or the kernel) was written in it's 

basic form by a man named Linus Torvalds, but 
he did not make all 300+ variants available 
today.

 Linux is usually started by one person or a 
small company and then maintained and added 
to by a community of enthusiasts. 
www.puppylinux.org Is a good example of this.

 Some are built by large companies(systems like 
Ubuntu and it's derivatives, red hat, SUSE, and 
NOVELL plus others) but that still means that 
there are over 340 distros that are community 
built.

http://www.puppylinux.org/


Price? What price?
 Most variants of Linux are available freely  for 

download. But if you want a CD it will be about 
$5, although Ubuntu developers will mail you 
CD's for free.  

 Some versions are not free. Distros like 
LinuxXP, Red Hat, Novell and SUSE are 
between $30-$60 (for home use) server 
versions may run you up to $200.

 To know more about what distro is right for you, 
you can check out www.distrowatch.com and 
look at some of the distros available.

http://www.distrowatch.com/


Okay, I got it. Now what??
 Installation is usually quite simple. There will be 

an icon on the desktop to launch the 
installer(live discs) or it will give you an option to 
“run 'blah' installer” when you have booted the 
disk. It will usually be in a menu.

 Every distro uses a different installer and 
method

 We will be looking at the PuppyLinux one and 
comparing it to the PClinuxOS 2007 and the 
installer packaged with it. All screen shots 
supplied by me.



First... 
 Okay, so to install them, the first step is the 

same. You will need to put the ISO image onto 
a cd and then put the cd into the drive of the 
computer you will be installing it onto. Then 
start the computer.

 With PCLinuxOS(PCLOS) you will see a menu 
pop up. Just press enter.

 PuppyLinux – just wait a second or two.
 After that, you will need to follow the on-screen 

instructions to set up your keyboard and mouse 
and network and such. (for puppy you will also 
need to set up the video)



Now...

 From here on in there will only be screenshots. 
First will be the PuppyLinux ones, and then the 
PCLOS ones.







































































Finally!
 Okay, we are done! We have seen that you can 

install to usb flash drives and hard drives and 
that there are many different kinds of installers 
that all vary in their steps and complexity.

 Now! Any questions???



Notes.
 PuppyLinux and it's symbols are trademarks of 

Barry Kauler
 PCLinuxOS is a trademark of LinPC.us and it's 

partners.
 All websites are properties of their respective 

owners.
 Ubuntu screenshot(3d) supplied by the Ubuntu 

community website
 All other screenshots not supplied by me are 

supplied by the PuppyLinux community.(hosted 
by John Murga)
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