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THE CITY OF LONDON

CHESS MAGAZINE.

THE MONTH.

Ox the 4th of January Herr Steinitz played twenty simultaneous
games at the Old Change Chess Club against the members. Being
desirous of encouraging their visitor, they allowed him to win them
all; but on a future occasion they will probably let him see that
their courtesy has its limits. The same observation will apply to
Mr. Potter, who paid the Club a visit on the 7th of January, and
played simultaneously against eight of the members. We were
given to understand that the Club would be at all times willing to
try the skill of its champions against other strong metropolitan
players in a similar way. This is the true spirit and masonry of
Chess, and is the most striking characteristic of the game all over
the world. Those who meet in society must not speak to each
other until some mutual friend has made them acquainted, but
once let one of them find out that the other is a Chess-player and
the tyrannous sway of etiquette is ackmowledged no longer. The
traveller in foreign parts, when he sees a Chessboard anywhere,
feels himself to be amongst friends, and instantly challenges some
one to a contest without thinking of pulling out his letters of intro-
duction. The confusion produced by the masons of Babel ceases
when two Chess-players meet ; they may not be able to speak to
each other orally, but the moves are a common language, and a
checkmate requires no interpreter.

On the 8th of January the annual general meeting of the
members of the City of London Chess Club took place at their
rooms, Horn Tavern, Knight Rider-street, Doctors’ Commons, the
retiring President, Mr. J. E. Rabbeth, in the chair. The Report,
which was read by Mr. F. S. Walker, one of the Honorary Secretaries,
showed that the Club now numbered upwards of 400 members,
including nearly all the strong players of the metropolis. Allusion
was made to the Club events of the past year—viz., the establish-
ment of the City of London Chess Magazine, the Chief and Junior
Handicaps, the inter-University Chess Match, the resignation of
the match by correspondence between London and Vienna, the
removal of the Club to its present quarters, the blindfold an

[February, 1875.] B :
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simultaneous exhibitions that had taken place, and the match
between the City of London and Bermondsey Chess Clubs at the
odds of a Knight. The financial statement of the Treasurer showed
an excess of expenditure over income, but this was owing to excep-
tional items, such as having refitted the Club with new boards
throughout, &. The Report was adopted, after which a vote of
thanks to the retiring Honorary Secretary, Mr. H. F. Down, pro-
posed by Mr, Murton and seconded by Mr. Howard, was put and
unanimously carried. We may say here that this mark of appre-
ciation was in every respect well deserved. For over four years
had Mr. Down filled the laborious office of Secretary, and, as one of
the speakers pointed out, it must have been a heavy tax upon his
time as a man of business. The election of officers for the ensuing
year then took place with the following result:—Mr. H. F. Down,
for President; Mr. J. E. Rabbeth, Vice-President; Mr. W. G.
Howard, Treasurer ; Messrs. W. E. Vyse and F. 8. Walker, Secre-
taries ; Messrs. Sutton and Cutler, Auditors; and the following as
Committeemen—rviz., Messrs. Ballard, Beveridge, Bird, Chappell,
De Soyres, Frankenstein, Gastineau, Lowenthal, Maas, McLeod,
Manning, Potter, Steinitz, Watts, Wisker, and Zukertort. Votes of
thanks to Mr. J. E. Rabbeth and Mr. H. F. Gastineau, the retiring
President and Vice-President, were then passed, and the proceedings
terminated.

In our December number we extracted from the Dubugque
Journal a statement that Von Heydebrandt und der Lasa was
engaged on a complete edition of Lucena (1495 ), which our American
contemporary observed would shortly appear. Inacommunication,
however, which we have received from the author of the German
Handbuch we are informed that this is a mistake. Our eminent
correspondent goes on to say—* Both Lucena’s openings and his
end games are now completely accessible to the student who will
take the trouble of consulting Dr. Von der Linde’s remarkable
history of the game and his Chess in the Sizteenth Century. A
separate edition, therefore, of the ancient Spanish treatise is, I
think, by no means a decided desideratum.”

A self-registering Chessboard has long been a want in the
Chess world, but if the information we have received on very good
authority be correct it need be so no longer. We are informed
that Dr. G. F. W. Baehr, Professor at the Polytechnic School,
Delft, Holland, has, after much trouble, succeeded in inventing a
board which registers each move as it is made. Its mechanism is
so simple that it is not likely to get out of order even with rough
treatment, and the cost price will be low enough to enable all lovers
of the game to purchase it. Of course a moderate price is in this
case a sine qud non, and Dr. Baehr estimates that the outlay for his
¢ self-registering board” would not much exceed that paid for an
ordinary Chessboard. We shall be glad to hear of the invention
having been properly tested by competent judges, and a report
made, so that the Chess public may have a guarantee that it will
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satisfactorily answer the intended purpose. This is a good service
which we hope the Hague Chess Club will undertake for the benefit of
Chess-players generally. If a committee of that club were appointed
to investigate the matter and were to publish the results of their
examination, say in the Sissa: de Schaakspeler, the subject would
then come authoritatively before the notice of the Chess communities
all over the world. We think there is nothing like bringing such
claims to a practical issue. If they prove based upon exaggeration
then a desirable oblivion immediately covers them ; while on the
other hand, should it turn out that they are well founded, then a
valuable invention is saved from lingering in a long and disappoint-
ing obscurity. That such a Chessboard would be an inestimable
boon to match-players is clear enough, while even in ordinary
games the players would like such an easy method of scoring their
moves, 8o that they might play them over afterwards and see where
they had gone astray. Not the least advantage to be derived from
the invention, if it answer its purpose, would be the preservation of
beautiful and instructive games played by great masters such as
are now daily lost for want of being registered,

‘We are informed by Messrs. Pierce that they propose to publish
a selection of the best problems by modern English composers.
‘We hope this public-spirited intention of theirs will be warmly
supported. A collection of the finest gems by the-eminent authors
of this country would clearly make a most valuable and interesting
volume, and would, we are sure, meet with a hearty welcome from
the Chess community. Contributions of problems for this purpose
are requested to be sent either to Mr. J. Pierce, M.A., Copthill
House, Bedford, or to Mr. W. T. Pierce, Terrace Villa, Roe-
hampton, S.W.

‘We understand that Captain Kennedy is preparing for press a
new and enlarged edition of his Waifs and Strays, published
originally in 1862. The book when it appears will without doubt
meet with a cordial reception, and with the additions which we are
informed have been made to the original contents it will form a
rich store of anecdotal Chess.

The Working Men’s Club and Institute Union, of No. 150,
Strand, have issued a notice inviting all metropolitan clubs in
connection with the Union to compete for their Chess Trophy,
which consists of two bronze statuettes of Michael Angelo and
Dante. This prize is played for annually, and will become the
property of the club which shall successfully compete in three
consecutive annual contests. Each club is to nominate two repre-
sentatives, one being named to play, and the other being his sub-
stitute in case of non-attendance. No previous winner is allowed
to take part in these contests. Two annual contests have already
taken place, Mr. Beardsell, of the Bermondsey Chess Club, winning
in the first, and Mr. Stevens, of the Bedford Chess Club, in the
second competition. The latter body are the present holders of
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the Trophy, and as such their representative will only play the
winner of all the other clubs taking part in the tourney. We are
glad that an important body such as the Club and Institute Union
feel a desire to encourage Chess. It is only because we credit
them with a sincere purpose in that behalf that we refrain from
saying anything about Campbell’s ¢ Last Man,” or Macaulay’s New
Zealander. Resisting the old Adam with some amount of effort,
we content ourselves with pointing out to the Institute Union that
they cannot really expect any particular club to produce for three
consecutive years three separate winners, each of thesebeing stronger
than the strongest players of all the other competing clubs. In
the first contest the Bermondsey Chess Club had for their champion
Mr. Beardsell, who proved himself the strongest playerin the com-
petition, which we are by no means surprised at. By the above
rules he was excluded next year, and the Bermondsey Club had to
produce some one not so strong. As might naturally be expected,
their representative was defeated, and the Bedford Club champion,
Mr. Stevens, won the Trophy. This gentleman not being permitted
to uphold any more the banner of his club, they must rely upon
another less accomplished than he, and who, if he has to fight, say
Mr. Wilson, of the Endeavour Club, will certainly have very uphill
work, and should he, notwithstanding, be successful, then the third
year some one per se weaker than he must fight against the top
strength of some other club. The Union, perhaps, have not fore-
seen what is the natural result to be expected from the above con-
ditions—viz., that all the strong players of the various clubs
becoming disqualified by being winners in some year, the ultimate
issue, if there ever is any, will be decided amongst the weak and
inferior players, who must then be put forward to carry on the
competition. We hope the reasonableness of these observations,
offered as they are in no captious spirit, will cause the Institute
Union to reconsider the above-mentioned conditions with a view to
their modification, and in the meantime we admit that no harm has
been done. Chess-players are, as a body, willing to fight for mere
honorary triumphs, and the desire to be the year’s champion would
. no doubt be stimulating enough to cause the proficients of the
various clubs to come forward ; but, as we have shown, the ultimate
outcome would be that there would be no more of them left; apart
from which we are sure that the Union does not wish to appear in
the character of the clerical personage in the primer of our child-
hood, who was willing enough to bestow his blessing, but objected
to give any pecuniary proof of his sympathy, thereby, if we
recollect aright, causing the object of the proffered benediction to
entertain a, no doubt, false idea of its value.

It appears that the canard which flew wildly about last summer
respecting a match alleged to have been arranged between London
and Paris has again taken wing, having flown from the wrist of
the Gaulois and alighted in safety on to the pages of a London daily
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newspaper. The French journal, amongst other details, mentions
the committee who will conduct the match upon the English side,
at the head of which it places Mr. Staunton. Itis genera.lfy believed
over here that that gentleman expired more than six months ago,
but the Gaulois may have more trustworthy sources of information
upon that point than are open to the Chess press of this country.
We must confess, with some humiliation, that we know nothing
whatever of any such match having been arranged, but are consoled
by finding that our Parisian contemporary, La Stratégie, is equally
ignorant with ourselves upon this matter.

On the 9th of January Mr. Blackburne played eight simul-
taneous blindfold games at the Wallasey Chess Club, against the
following members—rviz., the Rev. H. J. Palmer and- Mr. T. Volk,
who won their games; Messrs. Joynson, Heinecke, Moesch, and
Wright, who were losers; and Mesars. Champion and Cox, who
effected draws. Mr. Blackburne, therefore, won four, lost two, and
the other two were drawn.

A Handicap Tournament is going on at the Halifax Chess Club,
with thirteen entries and three prizes. The players are divided
into four classes; or rather, Mr, Francis, the strongest player of
the Club, is classified by himself, and there are three degrees of
strength below him. .

On the 18th of January a match took place between the Old
Change Chess Club (Messrs. Leaf, Sons, and Co.) and the Gresham
Chess Club (Messrs. Morley’s), with seven competitors on each
side. The battle was hotly contested, and in the result the Gresham
players won by a majority of one game. The losers, however, had
the satisfaction of beating the two strongest of the victorious team,
and Mr. Webber is especially to be congratulated upon having been
able to register both his games against an opponent of Mr. Vyse's
, skiél and experience in match-playing. The following is the pairing
and score:—

Old Change Club. Won.  Gresham Club. Won. Drawn.

Mr. Webber « +« « « 2 Mr Vyse . o . 0
Mr. Richardson . . . . 1 Mr.E. H. Rodgerson 0 . 1
Mr. Mallett . « o+ + 0 MrPenprase. . 3 . 0
Mr.Plyee . . . o+ . 2 Mr Shorthose . 0 . O
Mr. Tasker .. . . . 1 Mr Scott . 1 . o
Mr. West . . . . 0 M Rayner . 2 . 0
Mr. Lloyd . . 0 Mr. Gnffiths . 3 . 0

6 7 1

, At a Committee of the City of London Chess Club, held on the
18th of January, it was decided to set on foot three even tourneys.
In these contests the competitors in each of the tourneys play upon
even terms, and they all play together. Tournament No. 1 will be
of the Pawn and move strength, and there will be included in the
same the strongest members of the Pawn and two moves class,
Tournament No. 2 will consist of the average players of the last-
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named class, and to them will be added the overproofs of the
Knight strength. Tournament No. 3 will be composed of average
Knight players and any of the lower grades whose valour may lead
them to try conclusions upon the question of their supposed in-
feriority, and it may be that some of these latter may be the means
of making many a haughty chevalier bite the dust. .

At the same Committee Meeting another joust was decided
upon—viz., between the old and modern members of the club, the
line being drawn at the 1st of January, 1871. This was, perhaps,
rather a late date to decide upon, and it will no doubt include some
who would have considered themselves as ranking with the modern
members. Still there is the fact that the roll-call before 1871 could
not have been more, we should say, than about 70 members, of
whom, perhaps, there may be about 40 or 45 now left, so that the
E;epon rance of numbers in favour of the modern players will still

very considerable, seeing that they will be able to pick their
representatives from about 200 or 300 members. 'We suppose there
will be about twelve on each side, and reckoning the steady reliable
skill of the elders, joined as it will be to a zealous desire to show
the crowd of new comers that there were kings in Egypt before
Pharaoh, we should say the result is by no means a foregone con-
clusion in favour of the later members. Of course the first-class
players will not be allowed to take part in the affair.

The stone that does mot roll is supposed to collect plenty of
moss; but then, on the other hand, the water that does not flow
leads but a useless existence while lazily sleeping beneath the
green blanket of stagnancy. The City of London Club, as its
last financial report shows, has no superabundance of pecuniary
moss, nevertheless it has come to the conclusion to take another
step forward in its ever-active career. At the Committee Meeting
above-mentioned a resolution was proposed and unanimously
carried, that a Sub-Committee be formed to consider the feasibility
of establishing a West-End branch of the City of London Chess
Club, and the following gentlemen were nominated for that pur-
pose—viz, — Messrs. Ballard, Bird, Bussy, Down, Gastineau,
Grady, Giimpel, Hoffer, Lowenthal, Pfahl, Potter, Rabbeth, Rosen-
beaum, Steinitz, Thomson, Valda, Vyse, Walker, Walrond, Wisker,
and Zukertort. 'We hope this spirited project may be brought to
a successful issue. The great increase in the number of members, and
the large area of their residences, makes it decidedly advisable that
increased accommodation and facilities of play should be afforded, if
possible, to those who may not find it convenient to come often to the
City establishment. The West-End members form the principal body
of those who, while belonging to the club, have not those advantages
which it is the very object of its existence to supply. Moreover,
there is a very large number of players either residing in the
direction of the West-End, or who for various reasons are accus-
tomed to spend their evenings on the outer side of Temple Bar; a



The City of London Chess Magazine. 7

great proportion of these would undoubtedly join the club when
such a convenience as a room not far off from Charing Cross should
be accorded them. In a very short time the West-End branch
would, there is little question, become a powerful and influential
adjunct to the parent establishment, and through its means a
number of now scattered units would be brought into that friendly
co-operation and cohesive usefulness which it is the especial
province of Chess associations to bring about. That all this would
be clear gain and a means of advancing the interests of the
common cause is evident enough. The details of the scheme have,
of course, yet to be matured, but we apprehend they would proceed
upon the following bases—viz., that the meetings of the new branch
would take place upon those evenings when the City players
do not meet, and that the members of the Club would be
free to make use of either or both establishments, which would
give many of them the advantages of a daily club. It would be
necessary, we should say, for a Local Committee and Secretary to be
appointed, though this would be a matter about which a difference
of opinion might naturally exist. We shall hope next month to
report the definite elucidation of this most important scheme. In
the meantjme, gentlemen desirous of becoming members would
very much further the matter by sending in their names to Messrs.
Vyse and Walker, the Honorary Secretaries of the City of London
Club, or by communicating their intentions in that behalf to any
member of the above-mentioned Sub-Committee.

The City of London Chess Club Handicap has not been making
much progress of late owing partly to the intervention of the Christ-
mas holidays. However, Messrs. Stow and Potter have cleared their
fourth round, the former throwing out Mr. Bird at Knight odds,
and the latter defeating Mr. Vyse, who was in the Pawn and two
move class. In the third round Dr. Ballard ultimately succeeded
in beating Mr. Wisker, the latter conceding the odds of Pawn and
move. The contest between these gentlemen was extremely severe,
and was to some extent the cause of the delay in drawing for the
fifth round. The final score between them was—Ballard 2,
Wisker 1, and 2 draws. The following is the pairing for the fifth
round, and it may be remarked that the survivors thereof will all
be prize-holders :—

Pairing in Fifth Round.
Section A (playing for 1st and 2nd prizes).

Stow . . . 4th class v. Potter. . 1st class
Ballard . . 2nd do. Pfahl . . . 3rd do.
orMaas . ., 3rd do.) "(orBussy . . 3rd do.
Section B (playing for 3rd and 4th prizes).
Garraway . . b5th class ». Peyer. . . 4:15 c;us
Chappell . . 8 o.
Kunwald . - 4th do. 0. { or Norman. . 3rd do.

The following is the pairing in the third round of the Junior
Handicap of the above club (first and second classes excluded) :—
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Section A (for first, second, and third prizes), J. Hill ». G. H.
Rippin, Butler v. Gicquel or Ellerton, Edwards v». Gastineau or
Stevens, Lowson v. Baynes or Peyer, Whomes ». Maas or Taylor,
Mainland or Mayerhofer ». Kunwald, Rabbeth, or Day. Section B
(for fourth, fifth, and sixth prizes), Giimpel ». Holman, Ifould v.
E. H. Rodgerson, Block ». H. Andrade or Walker, Grace ». N.
Andrade or Israel, Dr. Batt ». Murton or Brodribb, Atkinson
v, Dyer, Day, or Rabbeth.

Last month we drew attention to an article in the Deutsche
Schachzeitung respecting the award of the British Chess Associa-
tion Problem Tourney Committee, and “to show” (as we said)
¢ the value of criticisms not accompanied by careful examination,”
we published a Problem of Herr Kohtz—motto, “ Es ist ja so
schwer”’—with an alleged double solution beginning with Kt to
Kt 5. As it happens, we have simply illustrated of what value
are editorial comments ‘when not accompanied by careful exami-
nation,” for, as various of our solvers have no doubt discovered, the
Problem cannot be solved !in the way we indicated; it is, in fact,
perfectly sound, and, per se, so is the set. Black’s defence is as
follows:—1 Kt to Kt 5, P moves, 2 Qto B 7, Kt to @ 3, and no
mate next move. 8o far so bad; but worse remains behind, for it
appears pretty clear that No. 4 of “ Hoc ardua vincere docet” has
a double solution by 1 Q takes Q P ; our readers may verify this
by referring to that Problem in the Supplement to our July
number. Herr Berger, the writer of the article we are referring
to, says that “ Suum Quique” and  Antipodes,” as well as “ Es
ist ja so schwer,” contain no imperfect position. He may be
right ; we shall certainly say nothing in preclusion thereof after
what has happened, and if so, then we should consider what we
called the “savage assault” made by him upon the Committee
perfectly justified. ,

The score in the match between Messrs. Burn and Owen now
stands Burn 10, Owen 4, and two or three draws. The first eleven
games decides the contest, therefore the Liverpool player has but
to win one more game to secure the victory. With the majority
which he has in hand the result would seem scarcely doubtful,
. assuming which we doubt not that Mr. Owen would join with us
in congratulating Mr. Burn upon winning a match which has all
along been devoid of any unpleasant incident between the players.
—A contest conducted, as we have every reason to believe this has
been, with such thorough good feeling between the parties, is
creditable both to victor and vanquished.

The Annual Dinner of the members of the City of London
Chess Club will take place at their rooms, in Knight Rider-street,
on Wednesday, the 10th instant, at seven o’clock p.m.

La Stratégie for January contains an article, by Ernest Nivernais,
which commences with’pointing out the barrenness of the year 1874
in France from a Chess point of view. No important matches,
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no Problem Tourneys, no new books—in fact, nothing whatever.
He goes on to allude to the indifference with which the public have
received the project of an association. He asks what is the reason
of this unhappy state of things, and he seems inclined to suppose
that the love of card-playing may have something to do with it.
‘We should imagine that to be very likely. The passion for gambling
is always fatal to the love of Chess. As an echo to his complaints,
we notice that this very number has not a single modern French
game. We are not aware that the land of La Bourdonnais,
Deschappelles, Phillidor, and St. Amant now contains a single
native player of the first rank. De Riviére would be an exception,
but he does not play any more.

The Oesterreichische Schachaeitung for January gives the par-
ticulars of a Tourney, now in progress at Vienna, in which the
following twelve strong players of that city have entered—viz.,
Herren Berger, Englisch, Feyerfeil, Kaulla, Lang, Meitner, Popper,
Schlemm, Schulhof, Schwarz, and Trebitsch. There are five prizes,
and they are of the respective values of 100 florins, 50 florins, 30
florins, 20 florins, and 10 florins. Each of the combatants plays
two games with the other eleven competitors, and drawn games
count as half.

The December and January numbers of the Dubuque Journal
are characterised by the energy and welcome disregard of dull
usualness, the piquant mixture of everything that is interest-
ing, however otherwise diverse, by which this capital monthly is
always distinguished. Lacordaire thanked Heaven in the pulpit
that he had a horror of the commonplace. If Mr. Brownson had
been one of his hearers there would have been a stentorian echo
of ‘“ Hear, hear!” we are sure. The December number, amongst
other attractive subjects, which unfortunately we cannot find
space to take notice of, has a letter from General Congdon propos-
ing an International Notation. He suggests that the German
method of notation should be adopted, with the modification that
when Black moves first, then his Q R sq, and not that of White,should
be Al. Secondly, that the pieces should be designated as follows :—
QRi, QKto,QBu, Qv, Kx, KBn, KKtr, KRs, and he
would have these letters engraved on each piece, thereby saving
confusion when playing over printed games. He might have
added that this course would familiarise the memory with the
notation. As a mnemonic he shows that the syllable is represents
the Rooks, or the Knights, un the Bishops, v# the Queen and
King. He gives various directions for carrying this notation into
effect in designating the moves thus—de represents the Pawn on d
file capturing the piece or Pawn on e file, &c. He uses signs for
good and bad moves, and for indicating which side has the advan-
tage, or wins ; m will represent Mate, but a Check he considers does
‘not require noticing, as the move calls attention to the fact.
Altogether the letter is an important contribution to a subject
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which must sooner or later, in the interests of the catholicism of
Chess, be authoritatively settled. The January number has a letter
from Mr. J. M. Spear, in which he seeks to improve General
Congdon’s proposed notation—viz., by using letters only, so that
each move, whether of a Pawn or not, will represent a syllable.
This, however, strikes us as too scientific, and we prefer the more
simple system advocated by the first correspondent.

The Maryland Chess Review commences with its January
number the second year of its existence. This periodical, like our
own and the Dubugue, is a proof that a journal entirely devoted to
Chess (for the two pages upon Draughts at the end of its thirty-
eight pages are evidently nothing to the contrary) is, motwith-
standing many assertions to the contrary, capable of a prosperous
existence. The Review states that a translation of the German
Handbuch is being prepared for publication. It will appear in ten
parts, at the cost for the whole of 31 dollars. Part I. will contain
the Allgaier Gambit, of which there are 184 main variations besides
those contained in the foot-notes. The success of such an under-
taking cannot be in the slightest degree doubtful, and America is
to be congratulated upon being afforded such a means of advance-
ment in the game. The work can be ordered of J. K. Hanshew,
P.0. Box 532, Frederick, Maryland.

The Huddersficld College Magazine has a capital sketeh entitled
¢ Catching a Tartar,” in which, after a general gossip about Chess
matters, is related how a certain provincial lion, a terrible check-
mater among Queen players, came to grief.

The Town and Country Journal of Sydney gives full particulars
of the Fifth Annual Telegraphic Chess Match between the colonies
of New South Wales and Victoria which took place on the 9th of
November last. There were seven players on each side, and the
result was a decisive victory for the Victorians, who won five games
and lost only one, the other being drawn. We give the pairing
(which was by lot) and the score :—

New South Wales. Won. Victoria. Won. Drawn.
W.Crane. . . . . = J.Stanley 1 .-
W. Ridley . — A. Chamier . 1 —
T. J. Ryan — L. S. Phillips 1 —
C. M. Fisher 1  R. Stephen . _ —
H. Wallack — A Burns . 1 —
R. Smith . — 8. Sedgefield . - . 1
P. B. Walker — L. Goldsmith 1 . -

1 5 1

Our New South Wales contemporary observes that this is by
far the most severe defeat which the champion players of that
colony have sustained, and it hopes the present reverse will not
“gnuff” them out. We should say there ought not to be much
chance of that. Let them prepare for revenge, and always have
the coming of the next match in their mind as an incentive to
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steady practice and earnest efforts to improve their play. Our
contemporary gives the following interesting synopsis of the
Telegraphic Matches fought by the colony :—

NEW SOUTH WALES MATCHES.

1870. Victoria—New South Wales lost by two games.

1871. South Australia—New South Wales won by four games.
1871. Victoria—New South Wales lost by two games.

1872. Queensland—New South Wales won by two games.
1872. South Australia—New South Wales won by two games.
1872. Victoria—Drawn.

1873. Queensland—New South Wales won by six games.

1873. Victoris—New South Wales lost by two games.

1874. South Australia—New South Wales won by three games.
1874. Victoria—New South Wales lost by four games.

NOTICE TO OUR PROBLEM CONTRIBUTORS.

Wirs a view of keeping up our Problems to a good standard
of excellence, we propose that in future the contribution of com-
positions to this Journal shall have the character of an annual
competition, for which we shall give the following prizes at the end
of the volume—e.g., for the best three-mover, £2 ; for the second in
rank, £1; and for the third, a bound volume of this Magazine.
For the four-movers, first, second, and third, the same prizes; for
the best two-mover, £1 5s.; and for the second, 15s. These
" prizes are certainly not very large, but our contributors will under-
stand the motives which induce us to offer them, and as we go on
we hope to be able to augment the same. Foreign, as well as British,
composers are invited to compete, the only condition we affix being
that the competition shall be limited to those authors who during
the year shall have contributed not less than four sound
Problems. For prize-winning purposes it is not necessary that
these should be in the same number of moves as the position in
respect of which a prize may be awarded. The judges will be
Messrs. J. H. Blackburne and W. Nash, with the usual power in
case of disagreement for them to appoint an umpire.

NOTICE.

It is particularly requested that all Letters and Newspapers intended for the
Editor of this Magazine be directed to him at 31 and 83, Knight Rider-street,
London, E.C.

All communications respecting Subscriptions and Advertisements should be
addressed to W. E. Vyse, Secretary to the City of London Chess Magazine, at
the above address.

Subscribers on the Continent, in the United States, and in the Colonies are
informed that with the view of their being provided with the Magazine at the
same price as before—viz., 7s. 6d. per annum, post free—the Monthly Numbers sent
to them will be printed upon paper of a thinner texture unless they should desire
otherwise, in which case, upon payment of the additional postage required, they
can be supplied with the same material as our home readers.
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VON DER LASA ON STAUNTON.

Ix our December number we made allusion to a communication
received by us from Freiherr von Heydebrandt und der Lasa, which
contained certain remarks concerning our obituary mnotice of
Staunton, and we stated that we should have liked to have pub-
lished the same had we the consent of our illustrious correspondent.
This having been now accorded to us the letter in question will be
found subjoined, and our readers will no doubt be glad that the
interesting particulars concerning Staunton which it furnjshes
should be brought within their knowledge :—

“ Copenhagen, Nov. 23rd, 1874.

“S1R,—In answer to your communication of October 3rd. I have the pleasure
to acknowledge the receipt of all the numbers of your valuable periodical which
have hitherto appeared. As to your willingness to publish some of my own games,
I regret to state that I do not dispose of a single game played within the last
three or four years. Since a very long time, and almost since I left Berlin in
18438, I have gradually retired from the practice of Chess. The few games which,
notwithstanding, I stil make now and then, are scarcely worth public attention,
and it is not myself who ever takes them down. However, induced by the wish
of being agreeable to you, I take the liberty to inclose a couple of old games, but
even these specimens of a time now nearly forgotten are unsatisfactory, for all
such parts of my ol collections which were thought fit for publication have been
exhausted long ago.

“In the August number of your Magazine I have met with an interesting
article on our deceased friend Staunton. The paper begins with a parallel between
that accomplished master and the late Mr. Buckle. In my opinion, the latter,
though very correct in his calculations, and perhaps, in a serious match, a safer
player than Staunton, was, nevertheless, inferior to him if we take the whole
style of play into consideration. A certain monotony prevails in all the games of
Buckle, and the defensive move of K’s P 1in the beginning occurs rather too
often. Staunton’s play undoubtedly belonged to a higher and a more varied order
of combinations. gour scale of appreciation of the play of the two celebrated
amateurs, though it equally tends togeny Buckle’s superiority, does not hold good
as faras the indications of time are concerned. You cannot fairly compare Buckle,
when playing in Berlin, to Staunton shortly after the London tournament in
1851. Buckle’s visit to Berlin* took place already eight years earlier. He then
played some games with Bledow, against whom he lost the majority, but none of
the games have been preserved. With me Buckle did not play more than three
very indifferent games, of which he lost the first and last and won the second.
If you wish to play over these games, I would refer you to the Ckess Chronicle
of February, 1846, pages 53—66, where you will find three games, the last of which,
however, in reality was played between Buckle and Hanstein, instead of myself,
My third game is reproduced in the Schachzeitung, 1846, page 88.

“ From certain remarks towards the end of your article I see that you do not
hesitate in declaring that Staunton could sometimes show very unkind feelings in
his intercourse with distinguished amateurs as soon as he, for some reason or other,
did not like them. These animositics must have exercised a somewhat injurious
influence on the common cause of Chess, which Staunton otherwise was always
ready to promote. Hisonly excuse, I think, lay in his great irritability of temper,
undoubtedly the result of physical sufferings. The fact is that for many years he

* He came to Berlin in 1843 with a letter of introduction from Staunton
to me.
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had been subject to a disease of the heart; this does not appear to be universally
known, but to me it seems the clue to some of his peculiarities and several hitherto
unexplained incidents. An attack, for instance, of this illness was, I presume, the
real cause why, in the,middle of the famous match with St. Amant, when in the
beginning he had wor nearly every game, his strength of a sudden gave way and
the opponent got a temporary chance to retrieve his losses.

“Xt will offer, perhaps, some interest to you if I make you acquainted with the
following episode relating to Staunton’s state of health, and in reference to his
proceedings towards Anderssen :—

“ After the London tournament, Staunton wished very much to reconquer his
previous asceridency by a new encounter with the winner of the first prize, but as
much as I counld ascertain, it was constant ill-health that made him postpone the
execution of his plan. In 1853, during a visit to Belgium, he had not yet entirel
abandoned the idea of the projected match, and when at that time he heard that
had been, some weeks before, in Breslau, and had myself made there a few games
with my far-renowned countryman, he came to see me at Brussels with the object,
as it ufpeared to me, not only of playing some games, but also of obtaining, llrom
what I would say about Anderssen’s play, such information as might serve him to
fix his determination on the eventual challenge. During his stay in Brussels, you
know, I enjoyed the pleasure of making with Staunton a dozen of games. One of
these games was played on the 19th September late in the evening; you find it
reproduced in the Chess Chronicle, 1853, page 293. In the outset the game was
in favour of Staunton, but playing then negligently he lost it somewhat abruptly.
The next morning he wrote me a note saying—*I have got 80 severe an attack of
my old enemy, palpitation of the heart, that I dare not undergo the excitement of
Chess ; I hope to be more myself tomorrow.” And again next day—- I regret to -
say I am still suffering, and think it better to wait another day before I have any
mental labour. . . . It was not sitting late that brought on the attack, but
nervous irritability at feeling how sadly I have fallen off in mental vigour of

h kd

% This incident made it evident that Staunton’s physical state did no more allow
him to play important games. His project of a meeting with Anderssen fell to the
und, and from this time, I believe, he did not engage in any serious match.
the course of years he frequently alluded to his shattered health, and for the
last time he mentioned .it on the 29th November, 1873, in a letter which I got
from him in return for my sending him a copy of the first portion of Bilguer's
Handbook. ‘I have myself,’ he said, ‘been engaged on a work of the same
nature. . . . Many sheets of it were in type this time last year, when I was
attacked by my old complaint, . . . and was comgelled to lay it aside. The
sight of your book will tempt me to resume my own, I hope.’ .
“ Having been during more than thirtﬁy; years on friendly terms with the
I intend to write some words in his memory for the'German public, as
I have done after Jaenisch’s death and for W. Lewis in the Schachzeitung, 1873,
page 128. If I am rightly informed the above-mentioned Chess treatise to which
Staunton devoted the last time of his life is about to be published. I will wait
for its appearance, as it may be accompanied by valuable biographical infor-
mation.

« Staunton’s letter of November last was altogether written in a most friendly
tone, and spoke likewise in affectionate terms of other players. ‘I was sorry,’ he
wrote, ¢ ?:se Lewis and St. Amant, my dear friends Bolton and Sir T. Madden,
and others of whom we have been deprived, but for Jaenisch I entertained a par-
ticular affection, and his loss was proportionately painful to me. He was truly an
amiable and an upright man.’ I think you were justified in the supposition that
Staunton, had he lived longer, might have come to refrain more and more from all
offensive steps on his side.

“] beg to remain,
“ Yours respectfully.
“ Vo, Lasa.”
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A FEW HINTS TO RECEIVERS OF ODDS.
By W. N. PorTER.

Ix the article with which we inaugurated the commencement of this Maguzine
this time last year we mentioned as part of our pi mme that we should from
time to time endeavour to give a few useful hints to the receivers of odds, whereby
they might avoid many of the pitfalls in their way. We soon found, however,
that the limited amount of space at our disposal would prevent us from carrying
out that intention, and the same has necessarily remaineg in abeyance. We have
reason to know, however, that such advice as the annotators who render their
services to the Magazine have been able to give in-their comments upon the games
published by us have not been without their effect, and we may mention one
opening especially—viz., 1 P to K B +—often adopted in conceding the odds of
the Queen’s Knight, whereby the stronger player usually obtained a very attacking
position, but which particular form of opening has now become very much shorn
of its advantages. As an instance of the benefit derived by those who will pay
attention to the suggestions of our commentators, we publish this month a game
won by Mr. Stow from Mr. Bird in the important Fourth Round of the City of
London Chess Club Handicap, and we would point out that the defence adopted
by Mr. Stow is that advised in the notes to two games published in this Magazine
—viz., one between Herr Zukertort and Mr. Cohen, in February last, and the
other between Herr Zukertort and Count de Kostaki Epoureano, in April last.
Now that we have the necessary space we propose to carry out our original design,
and do what we can for the receivers of odds, a class from which we have not so
very long emerged ourselves. First we shall see what can be said about the

. ODDS OF A QUEEN.

With some rare exceptions, any person of average intelligence can divest him-
self of such a badge of inferiority as the reception of these odds must be considered
in a very few weeks. In playing he must keep his eyes wide open and his mind
intent upon the game. When preparing to move he should, of course, carefully
examine whether the square upon which he is going to place his piece is en prise
by any of his opponent’s pieces ; when he has satisied himself upon this point he
should take his eyes off the particular spot and refresh them with a general glance
over the board, after which, upon reverting to the intended move, he will probably
find that he was going to make an egregious blunder; should, however, the mental
watch announce all’s well, he may then, without any more examination, make his
move. Should he, upon doing so, find that he has after all overlooked something,
or, after touching the piece, discover that, however he may play the same, or
after touching one of his adversary’s men that, however it be taken, loss will ensue,
still he must abide by the strict rules of the game, and never think of asking or
submitting to his opponent’s clemency. He must take a general view of thin
and look to the main advantage rather than to the particular salvage. Like the
husband who engages to forfeit a sovereign to his wife'’s money-box whenever he
returns home elevated, he must pay the penalty like a man. It will make him
more careful in future. The odds receiver in question must have a proper idea of
the value of the pieces. It has been reckoned that a Pawn is worth one unit, a
Knight or Bishop three, a Rook five, and a Queen nine. This, for practical
pul , is, no doubt, near enough. The inferior player at these odds should have
a wholesome humility and self-distrust. He should recollect that one standing at
the top of the ladder has a wider view round about than he who stands at the
bottom. A distinguisbed author once told a young friend of literary aspirations
that after writing anything he should go through it, and if he found any passage
that he thought particularly fine he should strike it out ; so with one receiving a
Queen, if any move or course of play strike him as particularly clever and inge-
nious he should reject it immediately in favour of some humdrum substitute, or if
it should occur to him that his adversary has made a mistake he will in general
find it safer not to try and take advantage of it. He should, however, not carry
his caution to a fanatical extent, for odds givers occasionally dare something in the
hope that their opponent will be afraid to utilise the opportunity. At these odds
the receiver may cautiously try to make exchanges, but he will not often be
allowed to do so unless the superior player hopes to profit by it. The sacrifice of
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a Rook for a Bishop is often advantageous to the weaker party, but will not invari-

ably be so when exchanged for a Knight. The following opening is often adopted

by the stronger player when giving the Queen, and the receiver of such odds will

find the defence we indicate afford him a good chance of a successful defence.
Remove White’s Queen. .

White. Black.

1 PtoKKt3 1 PtoQKtS
2 BtoK Kt 2 2 KttoQB3
3 PtoQKt3 3 PtoKKt3
4 BtoQ Kt 2 4 KttoK B3
5 PtoK3 5 Bto K Kt 2
6 Kt to K 2 6 BtoQKt 2.
7PtoKKt4

The first player may perhaps adventure this under the circumstances. The
opponent will not of course be so obtuse as to take it off, thereby losing a piece.
lfe will first play 7 Castles.

Now if the Pawn be left unprotected it can be taken off, while if advanced to
K Kt 5 Black replies Kt to K R 4, and the other takes nothing by his motion.
In the same way, if White plays 7 P to Q Kt 4, Black neither takes it nor con-
cerns himself about it, because whenever advanced to Q Kt 5 the satisfactory
reply is Kt to Q R 4. Either or both Knights when thus driven to R 4 by P to
Kt 5 will be safe from any further attack by Pawns, and can only be displaced
by being exchanged for pieces, a process which the superior player, though he
may obtain some compensation in position, will notin general consider satisfactory.
However, 8 P to Kt 5 will not usually be played, in which case the following

7 PtoKKt4 7 Castles

8PtoKB3 8 Rto Q Kt sq

9Pto KR4 9PtoKR4

10 Pto Kt 5 10 Ktto R 2

11 Pto QB3 11 Pto K 4

12 PtoQ4 12 P takes P

13 K P takes P 13 PtoQ4, and the odds re-

ceiver has a game requiring only common care on his part.

13 B P takes P, then 13 Kt to Kt &

14 KtoQ2 14 PtoQB 4

15 PtoQR3 15 Etto R 3, and Black is all
right. ’

The odds giver, finding the receiver thus coached up by us, may try to entrap
him by playing 4 P to Q Kt 4, intending to follow up with P to Kt 5, and thus
win a piece. The answer to this is for Black to play 4 B to Q Kt 2 at once, so
that when the P is advanced to Kt 5 he may be able safely to play Kt to Q R 4 as
above indicated.

If White do not for his first two or three moves play Pto K Kt3or P to Q Kt 3,
Black may, in almost every case, adopt the following course of moves—viz., 1 P to
KKt3, 2PtoQKt3,3BtoK Kt 2,4BtoQ Kt 2,5 Pto K 3,6 Pto Q 3,
7 Kt to K 2,8 Kt to Q 2, 9 Castles, 10 R to Q Kt sq—and will thus have got on a
good way with his game without having sustained any disadvantage. Of course,
if after moving P to Q Kt 3 his opponent reply P to K Kt 3, Black should answer
with Bto Q Kt 2; and in the same way, if Black’s move of P to K Kt 3 is
answered by the first player with P to Q Kt 3, the rep]{l should be B to K Kt 2.
Summing up what we have advanced, the odds receiver should play 1 P to Q Kt 3
with the object of playing 2 B to Q Kt 2, but if there be anything to prevent this
second move then he should play 2 Kt to Q B 8, with the object of playing the
Bishop behind the Knight. Equally so with the King’s flank, P to K Kt 8,
followed by B to K Kt 2 if he can ; if not, then by Kt to K B 3, and afterwards
the Bishop behind the Knight.

Our friend the odds receiver will see that we are cbary of bringing our Queen
out early, and he will do well to imitate our example and keep her as much in the
background as possible, by following which course and making use of the above
hints he will soon be promoted a step higher.
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PROBLEMS.

No. 97.—By R. P. Fox.

‘White to play and mate in two moves.

No. 98.—By E. N. FEANKENSTEIN.

BLACK.

WHITE.

‘White to play and mate in two moves.

No. 99.—By F. W. MARTINDALR.

BLACK.

WHITE,

‘White to play and mate in two moves.

No. 100.—By J. W. ABBOTT.

BLACK.

WHITE.

White to play and mate in three moves.
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PROBLEMS.

No. 101.—By G.iE. BARBIEE.

BLACK.

WHITE,

‘White to play and mate in three moves. -

No. 102.—By C. CALLANDER.

BLACK.

WHITE.

‘White to play and mate in three moves. -

“  No.103.—By Herr Krne.

BLACK.

WHITE.

1 ‘White to play and mate in three moves, '

No. 104.—By W. 8. PavrrrT.

BLACK.

‘WEITE.
White to play and mate in three moves.
' C
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PROBLEMS.
No. 306+—By A: Crers Pusgsox. No: 106—By J. Prexvs, M.A.
BLACK. BLACK.
WHITE, WHITE

‘White: to-play and mate in three moves.

‘White to play and: mate-in- three moves.

No. 107.~By B. K. (of Wartemberg).

BLACK.

WERITR.
‘White to play.and mate in four moves.

Ne:-108:—By F. W.. Lorp.

BLACK,

WEITE.
‘White to play and mate in four moves.
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(a)

Black.
1 Anything
1 P takes Kt
2 K moves
1 B or P tekés Kt
2 Any move

1 Plays

‘89,
No. 90.
No. 91.

@®)
No- 92.
(@
No. 93.

* Ro.

‘White.

SOLUTIONS OF PROBLEMS.
toKR2

-aceordingly
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Kt from Q5 to K 3:ch

‘Bto KKt

B mates
2BtoQ4
8 B mates:
2 Kt takes R
8 Mates accordingly
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GAME 97.
Played at Berlin Feb. 20, 1842.
Allgaier Gambit.
‘White. : Black.
VoN pEr Lasa. Major JARNISCH.

1PtoXK 4 ' 1PtoK4
2Pto KB4 2 P takes P
8 Ktto KB3 S3PtoKKt4
4PtoKR4 4 PtoKt s
5KttoK 5 5 Pto KR4 (a)
6 BtoB4 6 RtoR2
7PtoQ4 7PtoQ3(b)
8KttoQ3 8 Bto K 2 (c)
9 QB takes P 9 B takes P ch
10 Pto Kt 3 10 B to Kt 4
11 Qto Q2 11 B takes B
12 Kt takes B 12 PtoRS
13 Kt to B3 13 Pto R 6 (d)
14 Castles QR 14 PtoQB3
15 QRto Ksq 15 Ktto K 2
16 K R to Bsq 16 K to Q2
17 Pto K 5 17 K to B 2 (e)
18 P takes P ch 18 Q takes P
19 Ktto K 4 19 QtoR 3 !
20 Kt to Kt 5, 20 BtoK 3
21 Kt takes R 21 B takes B (f)
22 KttoQ5ch 22 Kt takes Kt
23 Q takes Q 23 B takes R
24 R takes B 24 Ktto Q2

25 P to B 4, and wins.

.Nons BY J. H. ZUKERTORT.

(a) This defence, after being analysed and recommended by Kieseritzky, was
the favourite one in the 5th and 6th decennium of our century.

(b) Not , a8 White can now obtain a won game by 8 Kt takes B P, R
takes Kt, 9 B takes R ch, K takes B, 10 B takes P. This discovery, however,
was made 16 years after this game wast&lnyed. The better move is here 7 P to
B 6; but even after 7 Pto B6, 8 Ptakes P, PtoQ3, 9KttoQ38, BtoK 2,
10 B to K 3, B takes P ch, 11 K to Q 2, I prefer White’s game. .

¢) Black could now play P to B 6, &c.—See note b.
d; By this and the ?receding move Black has obtained a passed Pawn ( pion
d’est Pdme du jeu), whilst White has brought all his pieces in action against the
ment's none, This game being played between the two first analytical writers
their age, is a proof that skill will always decide.—Gran Freund, ist jede

Theorie.
(e) If 17 P to Q 4, White obtains an overwhelming attack by
18 B takes P 18 P takes B
19 Q Kt takes P 19 Kt takes Kt
20 Kt takes Kt 20 R to Kt 2
21 KttoB6¢ch 21 K to B 2 (best)
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22 Qto B3ch 22 Ktto B3
23 PtoQ5 28 Bto Q2
24 P takes Kt 24 B takes P
25 R to Q sq, &e.
(f) Black has no escape ; if
21 Q takes Kt
22 B takes B » 22 P takes B
28 Kt takes P ch, and wins the Queen, or mates in two more moves,
GAME 98.

One of eight simultaneous blindfold games played by Mr. J.
H. Blackburne at the Union Chess Club, Manchester, 28th
November, 1874. '

Allgaier Gambit.
‘White. Black.

Mr. BLACKBURNE. Mr. BADDELEY.
1PtoK 4 1PtoK4
2Pto KB4 - 2 Ptakes P
3 KKttoB3 3 Pto KKt 4
4 PtoKR4 4 PtoKKt5H
5 KttoK 5 5 BtoK 2 (a)
6 BtoQB4 6 B takes KR P ch
7 KtoBsq 7PtoQ4 (b)
8 P takes P 8KKttoR3
9PtoQ4 9 Castles (c)
10 QKtto B3 10 Bto KB 4
11 B takes P 11 Qto KX B3
12 Qto Q2 12 B to K Kt 3 (d)
13 K to Kt sq (e) 13 Kt to K B4
14 QKt to K 4 (f) 14 Qto QKt 3
15 Kt takes B 15 Q takes Kt (g)
16 Bto Q3 16 Bto KB 3
17 Kt takes B ch 17 Q takes Kt
18 BtoK 5 18 Q to K Kt 3
19 QR to K Bsq 19 Pto KX B3
20 B takes Kt 20 Resigns.

Notes BY J. WISKER.

(a) An objectionable move without any redeeming feature. Its ostensible
is to win a Pawn, but this temporary gain must be restored at once, and
lack remains with a bad gosition. - It is noteworthy that, whereas B to Kt 2 is
the best defence for Black, B to K 2 is about the very worst. It gives the first
player time to develop his Bishop, and affords him an open file for his Rook ;
whilst both the Black pieces on the King's side are left in bad situations.
(b) This Pawn is given up for the purpose of saving the K Kt P.
(c) The only other feasible move is 9 Q to K B 3, and to this 10 Q Kt to B3
affords an effective reply.
(d) Best, bad as it is ; for if 12 K to Kt 2, White plays 13 B takes Kt ch, and
after the exchange of Queens takes the K B for nothing, with check.
%) The possibility of making this move without at the same time shutting up
the King’s 1%3;1: sternly demonstrates the weakness of 6 B to K 2.
(f) 14 Q R to K B sq followed by P to K Kt 3 would have been stronger still.
(g) Retaking with the K R P would have made matters a trifle better.



22 The City of Londen Chess Magazine.

GAME 99.

Played by arrangement on the 19th December, at the residence
of Mr. Gastineau, Peckham. Four of the best players in London
contended, and chance paired Mr. Bird and Herr Zukertort to con-
tend against Messrs. Potter and Wisker. The game, with the
notes, which are by Mr. Wisker, has appeared in the Sportsman.

Giuoco Piano.
‘White. . Black. .
Messrs. Bigp and ZuxzrTorr.| Messrs. Wisgkgr and PorTxE.

1PtoK4 1PtoK4
2Ktto KBS 2KttoQB3
3 BtoB4 8 BtoB4
4 PtoQB3 4 Ktto KB3
5 Pto QKt4 (a) 5 BtoKt3
6 PtoQ3 6 PtoQ3
7PtoQR 4 7PtoQR4 - -
8PtoKt$5 - 8 Ktto K2
9KttoRS8 9 Kt to Kt 8 (b)-
10 Bto K Kt 5 10 Pto KRS
11 Bto K 38 . 11 B takes B
12 P takes B{c) ' - 12 Castles
13 Castles 13 Pto Q4 (d)
14 P takes P 14 Kt takes P -
15 Qto Q2 15 KtoR2 (o)
16 B takes Kt = - 16 Q takes B -
17 Pto K4 () + 17 Qto K 3
18 Ktto B4 18 PtoQKtS
19 Pto KR4 (g) 19 Pto KB3
20 Ktto K 8 20 Bto Kt 2 (h) : -
21 Ktto B & 21 QR to Q sq (i)
22 QtoX 3 (§) - 22 RtoB2
23 Pto Kt 3 - 23 Kt to Bsq -
24 Ktto KR 2 (k) 24 Ktto Q2
25 Kt to Kt 4 25 KttoQB 4 -
26 Q Rto Qsq 26 KRtoQ2
27 Kt to B2 27 Kt takes B P (1)
28 PtoQ4 - 28 Kt to Kt 7
29 QR to Ksq 29 KttoQBS
30 Qto K2 80 Kt to Q 8 (m)
81 PtoQ5 - 31 Qto Ksq
32 Kt to Kt 4 32 Pto KR4 (n
33 Kt takes Kt P (0) - 83 K takes Kt
84 Kt takes B P 34 Qto Kt 3
35 Kt takes RPch . 35 Kto Rsq
36 RtoB6 36 Qto Kt sq -
37 Pto KKt 4 37 RtoR2 :
88 Pto Kt 5 (p) . 38 Kttakes KP (q)
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» ‘White. Black,
39 Q takes Kt 1 89 R takes Kt

40 Q takes P 40 Qto Kt 2

41 QRto KX Bsq 41 Rto K Ktsq (r)
42 Rfrom K Bsqto KB4 | . 42 BtoBagq

43 KtoB2 43 Bto Q2 (s)

44 Q takes P 4 QtoKXR2

45 Rto B S 45 R takes Kt P (t)
46 P takes R 46 QtoR 7 ch .

47 Kto K3 47 Qto Kt 8 ch

48 KtoQ2 48 Q takes Kt P

49 R takes B oh 49 K takes R

50 Qto B 4 50 Btakes Q Kt P
51 Qto B8ch 51 KtoR 2

52 QtoB5 ch 52 Q takes Q

53 B takes.Q, and wins.

Notes BY J. WISKER.

(a) This deviation from the ordinary course in the Giuoco Piano is assuredly
not advisable. The White ‘Pawns on the Queen's side become wesk, and in
order to get up an attack the first players must expose themselves on beth flanks.

(b) The White allies have gaineci' nothing by the advance of these Pawns,
whilst on the other hand Black's Q Kt has been driven to a better position.

(c) This exchange is in favour of the Black allies, as it tends still further to
disunite the White Pawns, -

(d) It is not easy to find a better move for Black. 13 P to Q % as made gives
them a good game.

(e) Threatening P to K B 4.

f) White thus prevent the advance of the Black K B P, but they still further
weaken their Q P.

(8) A hazardous-advance. Properly answered their play gains nothing, whilst
it exposes yet another Pawn to the assaults of Black.

(h) Black freely allow the adverse Knight to take possession of K B 5.

(i) The Black allies have now thoroughly developed their forces, and the
superior position of their Pawns gives them the better game.

j) Necessary to avert the capture of the King's Pawn. :

(k) White'foresee that the on-coming of the Black Knight will endiin the loss
of a Pawn, and they therefore wisely determine to prosecute: operatiens on the
King's side. From this point they make the most of their chances.

(1) White could not save this Pawn save at a ruinous sacrifice of position.

(m) Black have gained-a passed Pawn and brought back their Knight in
safety. Their Bishop is indeed temporarily shut out, but he can be easity brought
into action again at Q B.sq.- ) .

(n) A grave error which throws away the game. By simply taking Kt with
Kt and then moving R to Q 3 Black would have preserved their advantage.

(0) Very finely played. .

(p) The on-coming of these Pawns constitutes the great strength of White's

me.
& (q) This attempt to retrieve the fortunes of the day is frustrated by the unfor-
tunate position of the Black Bishop.

(r) The K R P could not be taken on account of R to K B 8-ch followed after
the exchange of Rooks by Q to B 6 ch. . |

(s) A miscalculation. The game could have been drawn by moving the Bishop
backwards and forwards.

(t) White’s last move leaves them with no hetter nesources .
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GAME 100.

Played in the City of London Handicap, between Messrs.
Wisker and Stevens, the former conceding the odds of Pawn and

two moves.
Remove Black’s King’s Bishop’s Pawn.
‘White. Black.
Mr. STEVENS. Mr. WiskER

1PtoK4
2PtoQ4 2PtoKS3
3BtoQ38 3PtoB4
4 PtoK5 4 PtoKKt3
5 Pto KR4 5 Kt to K2 (a)
6 Bto KKt5 6 P takes P
7BtoB6 7 R to Kt sq
8PtoRS5 8 QtoR4ch
9 KttoQ2 9QKttoB3
10 Pto KB4 10 Bto Kt 2
11 P takes P 11 P takes P
12 B takes B ‘12 R takes B
13 Rto R8ch 13 Kto B2
14 KttoR 3 14 Kt to B 4 (c)
15 B takes Kt 15 K P takes B
16 Qto K 2 16 Pto Q Kt 4 (d)
17 PtoQR 3 (e) 17 Bto Kt 2
18 Kt to Kt 5 ch 18 Kto K 2
19 R takes R 19 B takes R
20 Castles 20 Pto Kt 5
21 P to K 6 (f) 21 P-takes R P
22 P takes P dis ch 22 K takes P
3 Qto K 6ch 23 K to B2
24 Kt to Kt 8 24 PtoR7
25 Kt to R sq 25 Rto K2 (g)
26 Q takes Kt P 26 PtoQ6
27 Kt to K 6ch (h) 27 Kto Kt 3
28 P to B3 (i) 28 QtoQ4
29 KttoQ 4 29 Qto K 5
30 Q to XKt 3 (j) 80 Kt takes Kt
31 QtoB2 (k) 31 Q takes P ch
32 Q takes Q 82 Kt to K 7 ch
33 KtoQ2 33 Kt takes Q
34 PtoB4 84 RtoK 7 ch
35 KtoB3 35 RtoB7ch
36 KtoKt3 () 86 R takes K Kt P
37 K takes P

37 B to B 6, and wins.

Nortes BY J. H. ZUKERTORT.

(a) The uma.l and better move, I think, is P takes P, threa.tenmg at once
Q toR 4 ch, and Q takes K P,

(b) SQKttoBSuemstomebetter
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(c) The right move, and far superior to the show coup 14 Kt to Q 4, after
which White would obtain a fine attack by 15 Kt to Kt 5ch, Kto K 2,16 B
takes P, R takes B, 17 Qto R 5.

(d) Very well played. The move develops Black's game, reduces the power
of action of the adverse Queen, and prepares a good attack in case White Castles.

(e) Perhaps necessary, and yet weakening.

(f) Much too showy to be sound; 21 Kt to Kt 3 was the proper move. Black
pursues the attack now in a very vigorous style.

(g) This and the following move are the introduction of a fine and decisive
combination. Mr. Wisker's play through the whole middle game deserves high

praise, .
lm(h) White dare not take the offered Pawn, as the following examination
shows :—

27 R takes P (or A) .27 QtoK8ch
28 R to Q sq 28 Qto K 6 ch
29 RtoQ2 29 Rto Q2
30 KttoB3 30 R takes R, and wins.
A
27 P takes P @ 27 Qto B4 ch
28 KtoQ2 28 Qto Kt 5ch
p 2119 %toBsq be 29 Kt to Q5, and forces the game.
i in the Pawn cannot be taken, e.g.—
)AgamZSPtakesP g
(If 28 R takes P, Q td K 8 ch, 29 Rto Q sq Qto K6¢ch, 30R% Q2,
RtoQ2)
28Qto Q4
29 Kt to Kt 5 QoQ
(If 29 R to K sq, Q takes Q P, followed up by R to Q 2.)
29 QtoB4ch
30 Kto Q2 80 Q to Kt 5 ch
81 KtoBsq 3l RtoK 7.

(j) Black threatened mate in two moves by Q takes P ch. The best reply was
3.0 Kt to B 8, which would have enabled White to protract the contest for a long

e.
(k) If P takes Kt, Black mates in two moves.

@ If - 36 Kt takes R 86 P takes Kt
87 K takes P 87 BtoK5ch
38 K moves 38 B to Kt 8.

GAME 101.

Another of the Manchester Blindfold Games.
Vienna Game.

‘White. Black.
Mr. BLACKBURNE. ’ Mr. BACKHOUSE.

1PtoK4 1PtoK4
2 QKttoB3 2KKttoB3
8 Pto KB4 3 PtoQ3(a)
4 Ktto KB3 4 KttoQB3
5 KBto QKt5 (b) 5 Bto Q2
6 B takes Kt 6 B takes B
7PtoQ3 7QtoK 2 (¢
8 Castles 8 Castles
9QtoK2 9 P takes K B P
10 B takes P 10 Pto KR 3
11 PtoQR 4 11 Pto K Kt 4
12 BtoK 3 12 Pto K Kt 5 (d)
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White.
13 KKtto Q4
14 Ktto KBS

35 R to K sq ch
36 P takes Kt

87 R takes R.ch
38 Qto Kt 7.¢ch

21 R takes Kt

22 Rto K Kt 3

23 Bto B3

24 Rto QBsq

25 K to Q sq

26 R takes R

27

28

29

30

31 :

32

33

34 Kt to K B #q !

35 Ktto K 3

36 R takes P

37 P takes B
Resigns.

Notes BY J. WISKER.

(a) P to Q4 is mueh better. The effect of the move in the text is to give
‘White a very favourable form of the King’s Gambit Declined. .
(b) It is doubtful whether B to Q B 4 be not better, considering that Black’s

K B is locked ug
(¢) Black sl

. The move adopted tends to relieve the second player.
ould have exchanged Pawns, playing afterwards B to K 2.

‘White can so readily advance his Pawns on the Queen’s side that Castling on that

side must end unfavourably.

(d) The advance of these Pawns tends only to drive Mr, Blackburne’s pieces to
more advantageous squares, without in any degree contributing to an attack on

the King’s side.

(e) Taking the Knight would have been rather worse, as the first player would
have doubled his Rooks and then have moved B to Q 4 at the proper moment.

(f) If Pto Q Kt 3 a Pawn is equally lost by Kt takes Q P ch.

(g) 17 P to Q Kt 8 is worse than useless on account of P to Q R 6 in reply.

(h) The blindfold player, havin
In an ordinary game he would doubt!

won a Pawn, prefers to simplify matters.
ess have chosen B to Q4 at once, or Pto Q4,

with the view of maintaining his fine position.
(i) A very clever mancuvre; yet if Black had played Kt to B 8 for his next

move he might have made a longer fight.

(j) Very good again. Taking with the Bishop is quite safe, as the second
player can bring nothing to the rescue on the Queen’s side. The whole game is
an excellent specimen of blindfold chess on the part of the first player. -

(k) This move prepares for the blow which is struck on the next mowe. ‘-Black,
on his part, has no mode of .avoiding Scylla without encountering Charybdis.
‘White could also have won the Queen by B takes P ch.
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. (1) If he move the Knight to Kt 4, White may check in the same way, thre.lt-
ening afterwards Q to Q 8 ch. If the Rook be played, White wins at least a third
Pawn. Kt to K B sq seems the best resource, but bad is the best.

GAME 102. ,
Played at Bonn, November 25th, 1839.

Evans’s Gambit.

‘White. Black.
V. p. Lasa. V. o. Gorrz.
1 PtoK4 1PtoXK 4
2 Ktto KB3 2 KttoQB3
3 BtoB4 8 BtoB4
4 PtoQKt 4 4 B takes P
5PtoQB3 5 BtoR4
6 Castles 6 PtoQ3 (a)
7PtoQ4 7 P takes P
8 P takes P 8 Bto Kt 3
9PtoQ5 I9QKtto K2 .
10 B to Kt 2 (b) 10 Pto X B3
11 PtoQR 4 11 PtoQR4
12 Xt to Q 4 () 12 Kt to Kt 8
13 Pto B4 13 KttoR 3
- 14 K to R sq 14 Castles
15 Ktto K 6 15 B takes Kt
16 P takes B 16 Qto K 2 (d)
17 Kt to B3 17 PtoB 3
18 BtoR 8 18 Bto B4
19 B takes B 19 P takes B
20 R to Q Kt sq : 20 KR to Q sq
21 Qto Kt 3 21 K R to Kt aq {e)-
22 KRtoQsq - 22 Ktto Bsq (f) . -
23 PtoR 3 (g) 23 KtoRsq
24 PtoB5 24 Pto KKt 3 (h) -
25 Pto Kt 4 25 P takes P
26 Kt P takes P : 26 Kt to Kt s
27 R to K Kt sq 27 RtoR2((i$
28 Qto Kt 6 28 QRtoRsq . .
29 Ktto K 2 29 Kt to Q 2
30 QtoB7 30 Rto Qsq
31 R takes P, and wins. (j)

Nores BY J. H. ZUKEBRTORT.

(a) 6 Kt to B 3 is his strongest continuation.

(b) The move in the text, played in this variation first- by Labourdonnais
against A. MacDonnell, is inferior to 10 P to K 5.

(c) This continuation of the attack was very much favoured in the early youth
:lfl tcl;e]givm’s Gambit; its riper age preferred the immediate development of

e t.
(d) If 16 Kt to K 2, White obtains a fine attack with 17 P to Kt 4
(e) 21 R to Q 5 was better, I think.
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(f) If 22 Kt takes P, White wins by 23 R to Q 7, Q to K sq, 24 R takes
Q Kt P, R takes R, 25 Q takes R, K to R sq, 26 P to K 7, Kt to Kt 3 [Kt to
Kt sq, 27 Bto B 7], 27 Kt to Q 5, P takes Kt, 28 B to Kt 5, Qto K Kt sq, 29 Q
takes R, Q takes Q, 30 P to K 8 Queening ch, Q takes Q, 31 B takes Q, P takes P,
82 R to Kt 8, Kt to Kt sq, 33 B to B7, Kt to K 2, 34 B takes Kt, Kt takes B,
35 R to Q B 8, &c. '

() Preventing the only manceavre (Kt to Kt 5 and Kt to K 4 or K 6) which
conld improve Black’s game.

?x) Black’s position is helpless, but this move makes matters worse.

i) Better was 27 P to Kt 3.

(G) If31 QR to Bsq, 32 Q to Kt 8.

GAME 103.

Played in the City of London Handicap betweeu Messrs. Bird and
Stow, the former giving the odds of the Queen’s Knight.

Remove White’s Queen’s Knight.
King’s Bishop’s Pawn Opening.
‘White. Black.
Mz. Bizrp. Mze. Srow.
1 PtoKB4 1PtoQ4
2PtoK3 2 Pto K Kt 3 (a)
3PtoQB3 3 PtoQB4 (b)
4PtoQKt3 4 KKttoB3
5 BtoKt?2 5B toKt2
6 Bto K 2 6 KttoB3
7PtoKEKt4(c) 7KttoK 5
8 RtoQBsq 8 PtoK 4 (d)
I9Pto KR4 9 Ktto Kt 6
10 RtoR 2 10 Kt takes B
11 Q takes Kt 11 P takes P
12 PtoR 5 12 P takes K P
13 P takes K P 13 Qto Q3
14 PtoR 6 14 BtoB3
15 R to Kt 2 (o) 15 BtoR 5 ch
16 K to Q 2 (f) 16 B to Kt 4
17 Kt to B3 17 B takes R P
18 Rto K Bsq 18 Bto K3
19 Kto Bsq 19 Castles (Q R)
20 BtoR3 (g) 20 PtoQ 5
21 Pto Kt 5 21 Pto Q6 (h)
22 Qto Q2 22 B to Kt 2
23 KR toB?2 23 Qto Q4
24 P to B4 24 Qto Q3
25 Pto K4 25 Ktto K 4
26 Qto R 5 (i) 26 Kt takes Kt
27 R takes Kt 27 PtoQ7ch
28 K to Q sq 28 B to Kt 5
29 Q takes R P 29 Qto Q6 ()
30 QtoR8ch 30 Kto B2

‘White resigns.
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. Nores BY W. N. PorTER.

(s) In the first number of this Magazine (February, 1874) will be found a
game between Herr Zukertort and Mr. Cohen, the former giving the same odds
and adopting the same opening as Mr. Bird in the present game. The notes are
by ourselves, and after expressing an opinion that 1 P to Q 4 is the best answer to
White’s first move, whether in even games or otherwise, we go on to say in
note (b), “Pawn to K Kt 3, followed by B to Kt 2 for the 2nd and 3rd moves of
the second player, form a good mode of defence even between equal playersin this
opening, ans in games at odds should be still more advantageous, as therebf' the first
player’s contemplated moves of P to Q Kt 3and B to Q Kt 2 are completely foiled.”
This opinion is repeated by Mr. Blackburne in the April number in noting a game
between Herr Zukertort and Count de Kostaki Epoureano. Mr. Stow admite
that he adopted the defence from having seen it recommended in this Magazine,
and as he did so in the present instance with successful results, we cannot refrain
from pointing it out as a proof that we are of some use to our subscribers. We
notice that the Ckess Record prefers 1 P to K 4, followed of course by 2 P t0Q 3
when defending this opening at the above odds. We do not share our con-
temporary’s views in this respect, but indicate the variation for the benefit of any
of our readers who may like to give it a trial.

(b) White’s last move makes it unnecessary for Mr. Stow to play his Bishop
immedjatezly to Kt 2, and ‘he therefore, with very good judgment, deploys on the
Queen’s side.

(¢) Kt to K B 3 is per se sounder, but how difficult then for the first player
to get up any attack !

(d) Excellently played. Black has evidently a well-opened game, and his
P eces are favourably disposed for action. ’

(e) White has no good move whatever at his disposal.

K to Q sq would seem better here.
g) P to Kt § is better here.

(h) A Kkilling move. :

(i) Proof sufficient that the game is hopelessly gone. Kt to R 2 may seem
the best way of prolonging it a little, but would have been well replied to by
Kt to Kt 5, followed after the exchange of the Knights by Q to Q 5.

(3) Mr. Stow sees that the threatened check with the Queen signifies nothing.
Altogether he has played the game with a skill something above what is to be
expected from his classified strength, and we apprehend that he will be promoted
to a higher grade in any future tourney.

GAME 104.

Played at a simultaneous sitting at the Sheffield Athensumn
Chess Club, on the 7th of October, 1874.

‘White. Black.
Mr. BLACKBUENE. Rev. 8. W. EsrNsHAW.

1PtoK4 1PtoK 4
2Pto KB4 2BtoQB4
3 KttoKB3 3PtoQ3
4BtoQB4 4 Bto KKt 5
5PtoQB3 5Qto K2
6 PtoQ4(a) 6 P takes P
7 Castles 7 QKt to B3 (b)
8 KtoRsq 8 KttoKB3
9BtoQ3 9 Castles (K R)
10 Q. to K sa (c) 10 B takes K Kt (M
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‘White. Black.

11 P takes B 11 P takes P
12 P takes P . 12 Q B to K sq (e)
18 Qto Kt 3 13 Kto™
14 PtoQR 4 14 P to )
15 RtoQR2 15 Rto
16 QR to KKt 2 16 K Kt
17 Bto Q Kt 2 17 Pto KB 4 (g)
18 P takes P 18 Ktto KB3
19 Qto KR 4
20 Rto Kt 6 )
21 Kt to Q 2
22 PtoQ B 4
23 P takes P
24 BtoK 5 )
25 KR to KKt s 25 QKtto B3
26 KRto K Kt 3 26 Q R to K B sq ()
27 Kt to K 4 (k), and

ite won.

Nores ¥ W. N. PorTes.

(a) The same move as made by Morphy in the game with Mr. Boden, published
in our December number. Steinitz, in noting the game, and the Editor of the
Sportsman in republishing the same from our pages, express the opinion that the
sacrifice is unsound. We hope this condemnation willr%e a source of consolation
to those who may fall victims to its adoption by their opponents. Equally soothing
no doubt was the dictum of the learned advocate when informing his client that he
could not be put into the stocks. If the legs of the latter testified to the contrary,
why so much the worse for the legs.

(b) Better than P takes P, discovering check.

(c) We must say that we like White’s :position, while at the same time we are
unable to point out where Black has gone astray; but then why is not the latter
in possession of that advantage which ought to have accrued to him from the other
player's move of 6 P to Q 4?7

(d) A natural move, and what otherwise he is to do with his Bishop one does
not see ; but it strengthens White’s centre, and puts him in possession of the
K Kt file. It therefore cannot be ‘We should say the right line of play was
to move Q R to K sq; White’s K P would then be weak, but can, we think, be
efficiently protected, and if it can, then we certainly prefer White’s position.

(e) Not good now. He may want this square for his Kt.

(f) Black cannot afford to lose this time, though it must be admitted that he
has no very plausible move at his disposal. K R to Kt sq, as it must be adopted
immediately, may as well be made now.

(g)- Does nothing to ward off the attack, and is not therefore an advisable sacri-
fice. He might have played P to K B 3 or Kt to B sq.

(h) This he should not have done ; as long as the Kt stood at Q B 8 White's
threatened move of P to B 4 was to some extent neutralised, as Black could reply
with Bto Q5. - :

(i) Natural, but not wise, as White can now bring the other Rook on to the
K Kt file. Black's only move here was Q R or K R to K B sq. :

(j) If 26 P to K R 8 White replies 27 R to R 3.
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(k) The continuations would be as-follows :—

27 P takes Kt
28 Bitakes K¢ 28 Q takes B (A)
29 R takes Q 39 B takes R(if R takes R, P
takes P simply.)
:80. Q takes P ch, and mates
in two more moves.
4)
28 Kt P takes B
29 BtoB4 29 R takes R best
30 B takes Q 30 R takes R

81 B to Kt 6, winning easily. However, 30 R to Kt 2 would be

Black’s best move, in which case White could scarcely force the win on account of

the awkward advance of Black’s K P. The score does not show how the game

really proceeded, but as Black lost it was no doubt by one of the two modes of

y above indicated. According to our opinion, White, on his 27th move, should
ve played R to R 3, which would have forced the game at once.

THE LIVERPOOL CHESS CLUB.

Tu1s Club, which for some time has not been able to afford sufficient facilities
for play to its members, has at length been able to secure a suitable and
comfortable meeting-room at the *Palatine,” 25, Cable-street, Liverpool. The
new room is centrally situated, and possesses sufficient capacity to satisfy the
requirements of the Club, and it is confidently expected that an additional
impetus to play will be given. Some changes in the executive of the Club have
been made. . 8. Wright, who has for the last six years faithfully discharged
the duties jof Honorary Secretary, takes the post of Vice-President, Mr. H. E.
Kidson succeeding him in the Secretarial labours, whilst Mr. J. M. Wood retains
the office of President.

The Annual Tournament is expected to commence shortly, and it is horﬁe]d
that the usual Match with Manchester will be played in a few weeks. o
financial prospects of the Club are in every respect satisfactory, and it is con-
fidently hoped that an accession of members will consolidate and strengthen its
position.

The above particulars have been courteously supplied to us by the new
Secretary, Mr. H. E. Kidson, and we hear from another source that the change
made in removing the Club is one greatly for the better, and is universally
approved of among the members. We are glad that so important an association
as the Liverpool Chess Club is now well housed, and trust that the hopes which
its present executive not unreasonably entertain:may be abundantly realised.

* On the 22nd of Jan Herr Zukertort played 10 simultaneous blindfold
games at the Old Change Chess Club, giving, as is his wont, the move to his
opponents in half of them. The mental player succeeded in scoring every
game.

The Chess-Player’s Chronicle for December, which came out late, has a
critical notice of Staunton as an author, and treats in succession of his various
works. Our contemporary points attention to the fact that the Handbook was
stereotyped in 1848, and ever afterwards—viz., for 26 years—remained unaltered.
This arose from Staunton having disposed of his interest in the copyright, and
the publisher apparently imagined the Chess world to be of a Ptolemaic character.
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

PROBLEMS received with thanks from W. Grimshaw, G. E. Barbier, A. Cyril
Pearson, F. C. Collins, G. W. Farrow, J. W. Abbott, W. T. Pierce, J. Pierce, M.A.,
T. Tarrant, H. Tarrant, C. W., of Sunbury, 8. H. Thomas, and A. Townsend.

HvueHE BrOWNE, Hon. Sec. Nottingham Chess Club.—Thanks for invitation
to the annual soirée of your Club. We are sorry we were not able to avail our-
selves of the opportunity of béing present at so agreeable a reunion.

F. C. CorrLins.—Much obliged for number of Lads of the Village. It seems
well conducted and ought to do good work, for a weekly periodical reaches numbers
not otherwise accessible to the influence of the game. We almost hope that some
one may be able to lay a successful indictment against your problem therein, and
so win the volume of the City of London Chess Magazine, which you have
promised as a prize. °

FREIHERE VON HEYDEBRANDT UND DER LaAsA.—We beg to express our
acknowledgments for your letter of 24th December, giving consent to the
publifation of your remarks upon Staunton, a permission of which we have availed
ourselves.

H. W. B. Girrorp, Hague Chess Club.—You will perceive we have made use
of the information you have been good enough to send us. We shall be very glad
to receive further particulars from Professor Baehr.

EasT MARDEN.—We have no reason to suppose that our subscribers, as a body,
desire a list of solvers published. Our own experience in the days when we used
to send in solutions leads us to think that the habit of so doing detracts from the
pleasure afforded by a quiet study of the Problems, and becomes an irksome tax
upon time. Of course, however, we are in the hands of our subscribers, and shall
be prepared to concede to any general request from them in this, or, in fact, in any
other respect. Your solution of No.92ismetby 1 Qto K B8. Your-other solutions
are correct.

H. E. Kipsox, Hon. Sec. Liverpool Chess Club.—Received and much obliged.
Communications respecting the proceedings of the club will always be very
acceptable.

T. Browx, Hon. Sec. Sheffield Chess Club.—The games to hand, and for which
many thanks. They will appear in next issue. Information respecting your
forthcoming general meeting would also oblige for next month,

S. H. THoMAS.—Solutions as sent correct. See Answer to EasT MarDEN. Do
you not think that eetting oneself the monthly task of sending inalist of solutions
18 likely to diminish the pleasure of a cosy and leisurely examination of Problems
after a hard day’s work ? In other respects we qujte agree with you as to the
beneficial effects of Chess upon a mind harassed with business cares, taking, as it
does, entire possession of the mind, and clearing the interior sitting-room of all
obnoxious intruders.

J. A. CoNaDON, President of the American Chess Association.—We consider
the prizes you mention for the Centennial Tournament not only ample but hand-
some. We have no doubt the strong players of this country will be willing to
compete for them, and in accordance with your request will endeavour to get them
to communicate with you upon the subject. Rules just to hand.

Epitors of Australasian and Leader.—Later numbers not arrived.

G. H. D. Gossip.—Your two letters to hand, and will be dealt with next
month. .

C. J. RicEARDSON, Old Change Chess Club.—Thanks for the trouble you have
been kind enough to take. Any intelligence from yourself or the secretary will be
at all times welcome.

A. InuiNgwoRrTH, Hon. Sec. Bradford Chess Club.—Much obliged. We shall
hope to be favoured by you with information from time to time of the doings
of your club.

A Handicap Tournament is now going on at the International Chess Club,
Veglio’s Restaurant, Euston-road, with 19 entries, each competitor playing two
games with every other, and the drawn games counting as half.
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TaE annual general meeting of the Union Chess Club of Man-
chester was held on the 15th of January last, and thereat the
election of officers took place as follows:—President, Mr. John
Baddeley ; Vice-President, Mr. W. Tarrant; Secretary, Mr. G. W.
Wright ; Treasurer, Mr. Pappa ; Committee, Messrs. Boyer, Coupe,
Glover, McClelland, Smith, and Wood. The accounts showed a fair
balance in the Treasurer’s hands. The Club Handicap Tournament,
which was in progress at the time of the meeting, has since been
finished, but particulars of the result are wanting.

The annual meeting of the Endeavour Chess Club was held at
their rooms, No. 138, Brixton-road, Brixton, on the 23rd of January
last, Mr. George Thatcher in the chair. The Secretary’s Report showed
that the Club had played 28 matches during the previous twelve
months—a larger number, we should say, than ever fought by any
other Chess Association during a similar period of time, Of these
contests the Endeavour won 15, lost 9, and 4 were drawn. The
three prizes which had been competed for in the 1874 Tournament
were then presented to the winners—viz., 1st prize, Mr. V. C.
Peyer; 2nd prize, Mr. R. J. Leigh; 3rd prize, Mr. Charles P.
Kindell. The election of officers for the ensuing year then took place
with the following result :—President, Mr. F. H. Mitchell; Hon.
Secretaries, Messrs. E. E. Peyer and W. N. Osborne ; Committee,
Messrs. Clayton, Konigs, Pether, V. C. Peyer, Thatcher, and J.
Wilson. The Endeavour Chess Club supplies an admirable illus-
tration of what may be achieved by steady hard fighting. It was
certainly not a very strong body when it lost a match last year to
the 5th class (Rook strength) of the City of London Club. The
Brixton players have not had their revenge, nor can they now, for
any return match would be an absurdity. We should expect them
also to beat the 4th class (Knight strength) of the City Club,
though such a contest might well take place and would be very
interesting. Of course the two Brixton champions, Messrs. Wilson
and Konigs, would be almost certain to win their games, and the
real battle would lie with the other representatives on both sides.

[March, 1875.) D
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Mr. Wilson’s strength is shown by the fact that out of the 20
games he played last year in the matches above alluded to he won
18 and lost only 2. joust is proposed, we believe, between the
Endeavour and Bermondsey Chess Clubs. This would be a great
fight, we should say. The latter old-established confraternity will
not surrender its supremacy without a struggle, and its three
champions, Messrs. Keats, Beardsell, and Watts, are formidable
antagonists. We should be inclined to imagine, in fact, that the
younger Club, notwithstanding the progress it has made during
the past year, will scarcely achieve a victory upon the present occa-
sion over the Bermondsey veterans, unless, indeed, the latter have
rusted, for we have not heard anything of them for a long time.

The annual general meeting of the Sheffield Athensum Chess
Club was held on the 26th January. The President (Dr. J. C. Hall)
occupied the chair, and spoke of the satisfactory condition of the
Club, both as to members and finances, and briefly commented on the
events of the past year. It was decided to subscribe £3 3s. in the
name of the Club to the testimonial to Herr Lowenthal, the veteran
player. The President, Dr. J. C. Hall; the Vice-President, Mr.
G. B. Cocking; and the Hon. Sec., Mr. Thomas Brown, were
respectively re-elected ; and Messrs. A. Davy, Godwin, H. Davy,
and Shaw were elected as the Council for the coming year. The
annual meeting of the West Yorkshire Chess Association will, on
the invitation of the Athensum Club, be held in Sheffield in April
next. Votes of thanks to the Council and the Chairman closed the
proceedings.

It is with the greatest pleasure that we announce the re-establish-
ment of the Manchester Athensum Chess Club, an association
which has been for some time extinct. On the 80th of January
Mr. Blackburne played a blindfold match against 10 of the
members of this Club, in which he won 5 games, lost 1, and the
remaining 4 were given up as drawn for want of time to finish them.

We learn that-there is a chance of the resuscitation of the
Bow and Bromley Chess Club. We hope that the efforts which are
being made in that behalf may be successful, for we do not like to
hear of any Chess regiment being disbanded.

On the 1st of February a match took place between the
Endeavour (Brixton) and the Gresham (Messrs. Morley’s) Chess
Clubs, with 7 players on each side. It was won by the Brixton
players, but only by a majority of one game, a result most creditable
to their opponents. The following is the score :—

- Endeavour Club. Woxlu v G-gs&h:‘m C)lub. Wc:)n.
Snigs . . . . . . WD) . . .
Wilson . . o« . . . 1 g . . . 1
V. C. Peyer . .. 1  Penprase .1
McLeod. . . 2 Shorthose o . . 0
Izard . . . 0 Scott . . . e . 2
E. E. Peyer . « « 2 Raymer e« . < 0
Hutchins . . 0 Gnffiths 2
7 6



The City of London Chess Magazine. 35

We made allusion in our last issue to the projected establish-
ment of a West-End branch of the City of London Chess Club, to
consider the feasibility of which a Sub-Committee had been formed.
A meeting of this body took place on the 2nd of February, at the
residence of C. G. Giimpel, Esq., 49, Leicester-square, there bbing
present the following gentlemen—viz., Messrs. Ballard, Bird, Bussy,
Down, Gastineau, Grady, Giimpel, Lowenthal, Pfahl, Potter,
Rabbeth (who presided on the occasion), Rosenbaum, Thomson, Vyse,
Walker, Walrond, and Wisker. An animated discussion took place,
in which the financial and social aspects of the question were fully
gone into, and in which many of those present expressed themselves
in favour of forming a distinct Club, but ultimately the original
proposition that a West-End branch of the City Club, to meet on
Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays, should be formed, was carried
by a majority of votes. The next question was as to quarters, and
five of the members of the Committee were deputed to arrange about
obtaining suitable rooms, after which the meeting resclved itself
into a very pleasant Chess party, and being hospitably entertained
by Mr. Giimpel, various of those present braved the latchkey side
of m.idnight];)ey an hour or two.

A Chess Tournament has been going on in the 85th Royal
Sussex Regiment, stationed at Curragh Camp, Ireland, and is just
finished. There were four prizes—viz., text-books of the game—
but our information does not go to the extent of stating who are the
winners, which we are sorry for, as we should have wished to have
rendered them their just due. This is the third tournament that
has been played im the regiment during the last seven or eight
months amongst the non-commissioned officers and private soldiers,
principally, as we understand, the former. We are not surprised
to hear that soldiers, as a rule, take more pleasure in gambling
than in Chess at present, nor are we discouraged at finding that
after cards their favourite recreation is draughts, the simplicity of
the latter being, of course, a great recommendation in their eyes.
All this matters little; the day of small things is not to be
despised ; Chess rides upon the wings of education, and will have
its own time when the magses are intelligent. The principal
admirers of the game in the Royal Sussex Regiment are, as might
be expected, the non-commissioned officers, and we hear of an
amusing incident which occurred in relation to one of thdse and his
superior officer at the Curragh Camp. The latter had been
accustomed to exchange notes on Chess matters with his subordi-
nate, but one day he sent an order just before the dinner hour
directing a certain duty to be performed at once. Much to his

rise and vexation, he found afterwards that his order had not
been obeyed. This was a very serious matter indeed; discipline
must be maintained ; so the offender was sent for, and taxed with the
misdemeanour of which he had presumably been guilty. He, how-
ever, denied having received the note, whereupon the messenger
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was summoned to the spot, when the secret came out ; history for
the billionth time repeated itself—the cause of the mischief was
feminine. Most masculine misfortunes are, no doubt, due to the
same hurtful agency. The note had been given to the wife of the
N. C. O. She, thinking it was the usual Chess nonsense (to her),
from which ghe and the dinner had suffered on previous occasions,
had very coolly put the order under a plate until after the meal.
The moral and Punch’s well-known advice would seem to be
synonymous, and if acted up to would evidently conduce to the
benefit of generations yet unborn, seeing that they would still
remain so.

The return match between the Gresham and Old Change Chess
Clubs took place on the 8th of February, victory declaring for the
former, who scored 10 games as against 3 secured by their opponents,
and there was one draw. The following was the score :—

Gresham Club. Won. Old Change Club. Won.
e e e . 2 : e 0
1 lson . 1
2 ls 0
2 .. 0
1 i‘ i’uﬁ (- dr.- ) . 1
. 1 oyd (1 drawn) . 0
. 1 Tuier ¢« e e 1
10 3

A match between the Gresham and Bow-churchyard Chess
Clubs took place on the 1lth of February. It was won by the
former, the score being 8 to 4 and 2 draws.

The Oxford University Chess Club have elected their officers for
the present term with the following result:—President, H.R.H.
Prince Leopold; Vice-President, the Hon. H. C. Plunkett; Trea-
surer, Mr. A. C. Connell; Secretary, Mr. W. Parratt; Committee,
Mr. C. Tracy and Mr. H. Gladstone. Herr Steinitz paid the
University a visit during the early part of February, and on the
2nd of that month played a simultaneous blindfold match against
7 members of the University Chess Club. This contest took place
at the Council Chamber of the Town Hall by the courteous consent
of the Mayor of Oxford. Herr Steinitz won 4, lost 1, and the
‘remaining 2 games were left unfinished ; one of these would most
probably have ended in favour of the blindfold player, while in the
other he had theadvantage of a Pawn ahead,and would have expected
to draw at least. On the 3rd of February Herr Steinitz played simul-
taneously against all comers. He lost one game, drew another, and
scored the rest. The single victor on both these occasions was the
Hon. Mr. Plunkett, a double event which says much for his skill.

The Oxford University Chess Club has challenged the Cam-
bridge University Chess Club to play the third annual match, and
the challenge has been accepted. The contest will take place on the
daybefore the boat race. Further particulars maycome to hand before
we go to press, in which case they will be found upon another page. .
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We learn from the Field that Mr. J. W. Lord, the senior
wrangler at Cambridge this year, is a member of, and was for some
time Secretary of, the Chess Club of that University. Last year
Mr. W. Ball, one of the Chess champions of the same Club, was
second wrangler and Smith’s prizeman. We recommend the con-
sideration of facts such as these to those lovers of the paradoxical
who maintain that Chess has an injurious effect upon the intellect,
and as we have also heard it argued that the practice of the ancient
game in some mysterious way prevents a man from attaining to
eminence in the walks of life, we may point attention to another fact
not generally known—rviz., that M. Grévy, the distinguished French
statesman and late President of the Versailles Assembly, is a mem-
ber of the checkmating fraternity. At no distant date we shall
give a list of the eminent men, ancient and modern, who have not
been ashamed to be enrolled among the Knights of the Board, men
who have “left footprints upon the sands of time,” notwithstand-
ing their being handicapped with an attachment to the game of
Chess.

The officers of the Cambridge University Chess Club for the
%resent term are the following :—President, Mr. J. N. Keynes ;

ice-President, Mr, J. W. Lord (senior wrangler); Treasurer,
Mr. A. P. Oddie; and Secretary, Mr. R. Fisher. We understand
that a tournament has been commenced between the members of
the Cambridge Club with 11 entries.

‘We have to announce that a Chess Club has been established
at the Duke-street Temgera.nce Hotel, Brighton. The first Presi-
dent is Mr. Bennett, and the Secretary is Mr. W. S. Branch. We
refrain from the usual commonplace of wishing the new Association
every success, and 8o forth. Our good or evil wishes would have
about an equal bearing upon the future—that is to say, none at
all. The new Club, if it desire a successful career, must encourage
the fighting qualities of its members. Emulation amongstthemselves,
and a friendly defiance towards the outside Chess world, should be
the leading principle with them. They have a good way at the
Glasgow Chess Club of effecting the former object. The members
are classified according to their strengths 1, 2, 3, and downwards.
Now if one of them, say No. 13, thinks himself as strong as No. 12,
he challenges the latter to a match, and, according to the result,
they either change places or maintain their previous positions. In
the latter case No. 13 cannot repeat the challenge for a certain
period of time—three months, we believe—during which interval
he does his utmost to improve his play, a course which is likewise
followed by his victorious antagonist, who also has an eye to
becoming No. 11. The collective ambition of the Club must not
be neglected in the meanwhile. There should be matches with
other Associations over the board, if possible, and if not, by corre-
spondence. The mainspring of a Club is an energetic Secretary,
one who is constantly devising contests of every description, who
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is scandalised at seeing members staring vacantly at each other,
and immediately sets them to play, who objects to anything like
apathy, and makes it a point to stir every one ug. nding an
account of Club doings to the Chess Press is a good thing, though
here we may be thought interested, but members like to see the
body to which they belong taken notice of, and there is nothing
censurable if they take pleasure in seeing their own names
mentioned. Moreover, publicity tends to an accession of numbers,
and in other respects has a clearly beneficial effect. These are
theses we have often maintained, but Secretaries, as a rule, turn a
deaf ear, and all our wise charming is in vain.

‘We beg to call the attention of our Problem contributors to the
fact that all compositions now being sent in to this journal, in-
cluding those published in our February number, are eligible for
prizes. In deference to the opinions of some upon whose judgment
we rely, we have decided that the contribution of three Problems in
the course of the year shall qualify for the competition. It is
indifferent of what description these may be; for instance, the con-
tributor of three productions, one only of which is in four moves,
Iay win a prize in respect of that composition; or if one only be
in three moves, still he may win one of the prizes for the three-
movers, and 8o on. It is needless to add that three contributions
are only intended as a minimum, and that all compositions of any
author which we publish will share in the competition. This may
seem to give the contributors of six or mnine problems a better
chance of a prize than those who send in a lesser number, but we
do not think the latter will have any ground of complaint in
this respect, seeing that it was open to them to have favoured us
with a larger number of their productions. Towards the end of
the year it will be necessary for us to take special precautions so
that no Problem in our hands shall lose its chance for want of
publication, and certainly we will rather publish a double quantity
in our last number than that there should be any failure in this
re .
The chief Handicap Tournament of the City of London Chess
Club has entered upon its final phase. In Section A Messrs. Potter
and Maas have both cleared the Fifth Round, and are the last two
players left in that section. They will, therefore, have to fight
together for 1st and 2nd prizes, the odds between them being the
Pawn and two moves. The result of the duel between Messrs.
Potter and Stow in the Fifth Round was rather unexpected. The
latter gentleman had to receive a Knight, for which odds he is
certainly too strong in ordinary play, and he won the first game,
so that it seemed a very poor look-out for the odds-giver. How-
ever, the latter won the next game, so that athird had to be played
between them. The consciousness of this being the deciding game
upon which everything depended undoubtedly had an effect upon

. Stow. He evidently felt nervous, and could not play up to
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his strength, and getting an unfavourable position he in the end
succumbed. Mr. Maas’s opponent in the Fifth Round was
Mr. Pfahl, and a hard fight was expected, but, however, Mr. Maas
won two games and lost none, though one was drawn. Mr. Pfahl
had to concede the move in each game, and, slight as that
distinction may seem, he was evidently overmatched through it.
In Section B Mr. V. C. Peyer, 4th class (Knight strength) has
likewise cleared his Fifth Round. He will have to play either
Mr. Kunwald, 4th class, or Mr. Chappell, 3rd class, for the 3rd and
4th prizes. ’

The Junior Handicap at the same Club has also been proceed-
ing, and the pairing for the Fourth Round is as follows :—Section
A, Cutler v. Edwards or Stevens; Maas ». J. Hill, Mainland or
Rabbeth ». Lowson or V. C. Peyer. Section B, Dr. Batt ». Block;
Grace v. Atkinson or Day ; Rodgerson ». Giimpel or Holman. The
survivors of this Round will be prize-holders.

On the 15th of February the Endeavour Chess Club played a
match against the Alexandra (Poplar) Chess Club. This contest
took place at the rooms of the former Association, 138, Brizton-
road, and resulted in the defeat of the East-End players, the score
being Endeavour 8, Alexandra 2, and 4 draws. Recently also the
energetic Brixton Club played a match against the St. Andrews
Chess Club of Stockwell, the players of the latter, at their own
request, being conceded the odds of the Queen’s Knight by their
opponents. The result was a most decisive victory for the odds-
givers, who scored every game—namely, eight. We are informed
also of a match which took place between the Endeavour and Ibis
Clubs in January last. The strongest players of the former, as we
understand, did not take part in the battle, and a close contest
ensued, resulting, however, in favour of the Brixton representatives,
who won 6, lost 5, and 1 was drawn.

‘We have received a communication from the Secretary of the
Endeavour Club, in which he takes exception to some remarks of
ours in last number, which implied the possibility of that energetic
body competing for the tro]glhy offered by the Working Men’s
Club and Institute Union, which supposition of ours he attributes
to “a slip of the pen.” We can assure him that the nib in
question did not go a-skating upon that occasion. We are aware
that the Endeavour is nof a Working Men’s Club, but we do not
see that any superiority is implied in that negative. All these caste
distinctions are nothing to us, and personally our sympathies are
not less, but rather more, with any Association that bears what we
consider the highly-honourable title of a “ Working Men’s Club,”
any depreciatory allusions to the contrary thereof in any wise
notwithstanding. What we respect in the Endeavour is that
it has not disdained to try its skill against all manner of Chess
Associations, the same being principally composed of those who are
the representatives of the intellectual power that is latent in the



40 The City of London- Chess Magazine.

working masses; thereby the Brixton players have earned and
maintain their place in the Chess world. What we should not
esteem in them is that they, by virtue of their social position, should
claim any greater standing than those whom we have alluded to,
and who in our eyes are an honour to Chess. We have no
sympathy, and never shall have, with notions of that kind. In the
brotherhood of the ancient game we consider that all players of it
are equal. In reference to the special matter of the trophy we are
not aware that there is anything to prevent any amateur Chess
Association from competing for the same. It might have to connect
itself with the Imstitute Union, but need not, as far as we are
aware, declare itself to be a Working Men’s Club.

On the 16th of February Mr. Blackburne played eight simul-
taneous blindfold games at the Gresham Chess Club, Wood-street,
E.C. His opponents were Messrs. Rodgerson, Rayner, Cowell,
Scott, Penprase, Sampson, Griffiths, and Shorthose. Messrs. Scott
and Griffiths won their games; the other six were scored by the
blindfold player.

‘We mentioned last month that a match was proposed between
the old and new members of the City of London Club, the
%ua.liﬁca.tion of the former being their election previous to the

st of January, 1871. This contest came off on the 19th of
February, with fifteen players on each side, and it excited a good
deal of interest. The result proved the capacity of the elders so
far to hold their own, for the match was drawn, the score being
seven each, and one remise. The following is the pairing :—

Old Members. Won. New Members. Won.
Down . . . 1 Vyse . . . . 0
Standring . . 1 G.H. Rippin 0
Webber . . . . 1 Beveridge . 0
Argall . 1 F.W.Lord. . . 0
Humphries . 1 Stevens . .. 0
Rudderforth . . 0 .Cohen. . 1
Taylor (drawn) . . — Atkineon . . . -
Brain . . . « O Mainland . . . 1
Murton . . . . 0 Gastineau . . 1
&V. SG.HHow:;d . 0 Rabbeth . 1
. S. Howa; . 1 Ro:lﬁerlon . (1]
Chappell . . . 0 Walker . 1
m e e . . 0 BodRooe‘nbuum . i
ing . . . (1] . . . .

Fenton . . 1 Beardsell . .. 0
v 7

A special general meeting of the members of the City of
London Club will be held on the 5th instant, to sanction the estab-
lishment of the West-End Branch, all the preliminaries of which
have now been arranged. A match is likely to be arranged be-
tween Messrs. Blackburne and Wisker, though it canneot come off at
present, the time of the latter being much taken up in the Parlia-
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mentary Session. We givea game which we happen to have in our
possession, hitherto unpublished, between Messrs. De Vere and
Bird. It is an excellent specimen of the former’s quiet but telling
style. The Problem by Mr. Grimshaw, which we print this month,
is one that he sent in to the British Chess Association competition ;
he believes it not to have been hitherto published anywhere, and
the inquiries we have made lead us to the same conclusion.
Next month an analytical essay by Herr Zukertort on the Two
Knights’ Defence will be commenced in this magazine. Mr. Til-
thorpe, the new Secretary of the Bedford Club, has commenced an
Elementary Chess Class for the members, the subscription to which
is only 6d. per quarter, and the proceeds will be expended in
prizes. The Chess column in the Newcastle Weekly Chronicle has
been discontinued, as likewise the one in the Hornet. La Stratégie
contains a résumé of Chess doings in England during the year 1874
from the facile pen of M. Alphonse Delaunoy. The republication
of the games between La Bourdonnais and MacDonnell continues in
the same journal. The Dubugue Journal has further contributions
upon the subject of an International Chess Notation, one from
Mr. H. Meyer, the other from Mr. X. Hawkins. The latter is in favour

of a pictorial notation—e.g., 1 & @ 4, 2 &) @ _@_ 3, &c.
The Dubuque also announces the forthcoming appearance of a
book of 300 Chess Problems by the able American composer,
George E. Carpenter, price to subscribers two dollars per copy.
The Chess Record informs us of a Handicap Tournament having
been set on foot in the new Philadelphia Chess Club, and in which
nearly all the leading players have entered. Each player handi-
caps himself, but, as may be imagined, his decision will not be
final. The Glasgow Herald Solvers’ Tourney is evidently a great
success. We took the trouble to count the number of Solutions
sent in to two Problems, and found that there were 4s many, respec-
tively, as 54 and 62 names. We congratulate our contemporary
very heartily upon this, heedless of deductions that some will draw.
The Glasgow Herald informs us of the conclusion of a Tourney
which has been in progress at the Central Chess Club. The
names of the successful competitors are: J. M‘Gregor, 1st prize ;
J. Court, 2nd prize; W. Bryden, 3rd prize; J. Kirk, 4th prize;
J. King, 5th prize; and W. T. M‘Culloch, 6th prize. The Mary-
land Chess Review is excellent as usual. Its most noticeable part
is a “Christmas Vision,” by the Editor, Mr. J. K. Hanshew, in
which (under the influence of under-boiled plum pudding, we
suppose) he comes across a lunatic of an unpleasant turn of mind,
who is accustomed to recreate himself by killing a Chess-player
every day, and who propounded to him four peculiar problems to
save his life. ~The Watertown Re-Union is mnoticeable for its
extremely well-edited Chess column, and the Hartford Times never
needs any praise.
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DEATH OF MR. DE VERE.

Me. Cecr pE VeRe died of consumption, at Torquay, on
Tuesday, the 9th day of February last, at the early age of. twenty-
nine. He would have completed his thirtieth year on the 14th of
the same month had he survived to that date. This is a serious
loss to the English Chess world ; for the deceased, as is well known,
was one of that body of strong players who have raised so high the
reputation of this country, being as they were the exponents of a
school of Chess, which, as we believe, for soundness, depth, accuracy
of calculation, and breadth of grasp cannot be matched anywhere,
Germany certainly not excepted. There are no present indications
of any accession to the list of English champions, and therefore the

assing away of one of their number is a great national misfortune.
oreover, the strong English players, notwithstanding occasional
differences, always easily made up, form an exceptionally united and
mutually sympathising fraternity, therefore the death of any of
them must always be a great blow to the survivors; they feel that
they sustain a personal loss by any such occurrence. Mr. De Vere
was taught Chess at the age of twelve years by Mr. Burden.
‘With so accomplished a master a good sty{e was formed at once,
instead of, as in the majority of cases, having to be painfully
acquired after the weaknesses of ordinary play have been laboriously
unlearnt. Mr. De Vere possessed great natural abilities, and rapidly
came into notice as a promising goung player. In 1862, being then
but seventeen years of age, he beat Anderssen and all the strong
English players at the odds of a Knight. In the Christmas of the
same year he won a match against Macdonnell at the odds of the
“ Exc > In 1865 he beat Steinitz in a match at the odds of
Pawn and move. This feat he accomplished with comparative ease,
the score being, 7 to 3 and 4 draws. The loser was some-
what ridiculed upon allowing himself to be so defeated; but he
replied that no one in the world could give his youthful opponent
those odds. This opinion was speedily confirmed, for in 1866
Mr. De Vere won tll:)e English Challenge Cup without losing a
game. He played in the Paris Tournament of 1867, and there
somewhat disappointed his friends, he being only fifth in that
contest. However, we cannot consider such a place as otherwise
than creditable in a player only twenty-two years of age against
such opponents as Kolisch, Steinitz, Neumann, Rosenthal, Riviere,
‘Winawere, and others. :

‘We had occasion in our January number of the present year to
refer to the other achievements of Mr. De Vere in vindicating him
against the implied depreciation of the Hornet, and we beg to refer
our readers to what we then wrote. We may here add that in
playing he was patient and considerate to his opponents, and was
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one that would have scorned to play any trick or to take any mean
advantage of them., Mr. De Vere's last public appearance in the
arena in which he will now be seen no more was on the occasion
of the match between the City of London and Bermondsey Chess
Clubs, at the odds of a Knight, which was played on the 23rd of
October last. Mr. De Vere won his game (see same in November
number), and, notwithstanding that even then the grave had sent
its shadows before, the skill he displayed showed that the decline
of his bodily powers had but little affected his intellectual capability.
His emaciated appearance at this time had begun to attract general
attention, and he began to get daily worse, a ghastly complexion
telling a sad tale of the bavoc going on within. It was when
matters had come to this pass that at the beginning of the winter
Mr. J. Clark, a Chess amateur, made a generous effort to save him
from the fate that was impending over him, and sent him to Tor-
quay, the expemse being borne partly from subscriptions, but
mostly by Mr. Clark himself.

There Mr. De Vere had everything that could tend to his com-
fort, and, if it had been possible, to his cure, but it was speedily
found that there was no chance of this, He himself wrote up
shortly after he had arrived there that he had been examined by a
physician, who pronounced both his lungs to be gone, and stated that
his case was hopeless, an opinion which was unhappily verified by
the event. Still it is a great source of satisfaction to Mr. De Vere’s
friends that he should have been so well cared for during the last
ten weeks of his life, and it will save them some remorseful feel-
ings that he had such a chance afforded him, for if he had stayed
in London to brave the excessively severe weather which has been
trying the constitutions of the strongest, we should all have felt
that he might perchance have been saved had he been sent where
there was a mild atmosphere. Turning to Mr. De Vere’s Chess-
playing qualities, his style was characterised by an extreme
simplicity and directness of purpose. He possessed a calm, cool
judgment, and a clear view o}) the board. Wealways expected that
he would become the strongest English player, but this possibility
was nullified by influences to which we shall presently allude. He
had very little, or rather no book learning, his natural indolence
standing in his way in this respect, just the same as it impeded his
advancement in life. Owing to the same moral defect, his manage-
ment of the Field Chess column during the two years it was edited
by him can be considered as by no means satisfactory, and we look
upon it as a good thing for Chess that such an important column
should have been detached from his care about fifteen months ago,
and delivered into the hands of its present capable and conscientious
editor. Mr. De Vere’s indolence of disposition was mot his only
fault. For some years previous to his death he gave himself up to
dissipated habits and an irregular life, the cause, we believe, of the
final break-up of an otherwise good constitution. At about 21 or
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22 years of age he had an excellent situation at Lloyds’. His
agreeable manners made him a great favourite with his superiors
there, and his prospects of advancement were consequently exceed-
ingly geod, but, to his great misfortune, a relative died who left
him a few hundreds, and he threw up his situation in order what
is called “to enjoy himself” Dead Sea fruit, however, all such
enjoyment proves to be in the end. Mr. De Vere has paid a heavy
penalty for these his defects of character, and his fate shows that
a fine genius, prepossessing manners, and good worldly prospects
avail nothing where the unpretending virtue of industry is wanting.
However, an impartially judging mind in examining his career will
find good ground for lighteming his memory of the full weight of
the adverse points to which we have been alluding. Coming out as a
youth, who, besides displaying remarkable genius, was particularly
good-looking and elegant in appearance, he found himself the
cynosure of a host of friends and flatterers, many of them well off,
who, with an injudicious and cruel liberality, were only too willing to
share their bottles with him, and generally to indulge him in a way
that was certain to create habits which could but ill assimilate with a
temperate and useful existence,so that many excuses must be made for
him. We should not omitto observe that Mr. De Vere was thoroughly
English in character. Any foreign words used in writing annoyed
him, and we have often heard him say that there were words
enough in the English language to express everything that was
wanted. We have endeavoured to give an unvarnished account
of Mr, De Vere’s career, and it is nothing to us.that some may
disapprove thereof, for we do not share the views of those who hold
that the grave sanctifies insincerity. ‘W. N. PorIEe.

MR. WORMALD ON THE CHESS OPENINGS.*

THE high praise which has been bestowed upon this work in different quarters
seems, on careful examination, to be well deserved. Mr. Wormald’s k is
nominally a second edition of a treatise from the same pen which ap some
ten years ago ; but ten years in these days imply many changes in the theory of
Chess. The Chess Openings, as issued now, is in all respects a mew book.
Mr. Wormald has used his time to the best advantage. The accumulations of the

t decade have been very great, and he has gleaned from them all that is worth
Erving. In the case of a work like this, which is not too large, the difficulty of
the author must lie rather in deciding as to what should be left out than in dis-
criminating as to what should be put in. The mass of materials has become almost
beyond management. Of the multitudinous variations which the industry of the new
school has contributed to the theory of Chess, the majority must be rejected
from any portable handbook of the i and there is always a danger that
in the process of rejection something of importance will be left out. Mr.Wormald’s

® The Chess ings. By Robert B. Wormald. Second Edition. (London
W. W. Morgan, 67, Barbican, E.C.)
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book bears well the test of these principles. He has executed his task with
remarkable accuracy, and has yet limited his es to the time and memory of
every amateur. It is certainly the best book on the openings that exists in
English; nor does it appear at all likely that a more convenient or trustworthy
guide will be produced just now. .

Of details there is no necessity to say much. The author seems to fall into
the old error of attributing a decided preference in point of merit to the defence
of 2 Q Kt to B 3 to the K Kt opening. This is certainly more popular and
more pleasant than 2 Kt to K B 3, but the latter secures the second player an
even game with less trouble and danger. Philidor’s Defence, though doubtless
the weakest of the three, gives the second player a tolerably even game, and is,
moreover, easier to learn and to play. In the examination of the “ Classical
Defence’” in the Philidor the move of 4 Kt to Q B 3 is not given in The Chess
Openings. It is supposed to be the best; the others, however, are quite
enough. In the Petroff Defence, after the moves 1 P to K 4, P to K 4, 2 Kt to
K B3, Kt to KB 3, 3 Kt takes P, PtoQ 3, 4 Kt to K B 3, Kt takes P, 5 P to
Q4, PtoQ4, 6BtoQ3, Mr. Wormald gives 6 B to Q3 as Black’s best, on the
ground that the second player must retreat his K Kt in order to secure an even
game, and that he had better play the Bishop to Q 3 at once. It is true that
retreating the K Kt is the best play for Black, but by moving 6 B to Q 3 he is
eompelleg to retreat at once, whereas by ghying the prelate to K 2 the retreat
may be postponed awhile, In the Giuoco Piano—an opening which is now-a-days
scarcely worth the attention it receives from analysts—the author prefers 4 P to
Q 8 in answer to 4 Castles on the part of ite. 4 Kt to K B 3 for Black
undoubtedly leads, or may lead, to the Max Lange’s attack (5 P to Q 4), but why
fear this ? At the same time 4 P to Q 3 is unquestionably more simple.

The remaining chapters on the King’s Knight’s Game are open to little
exception. The few omissions we notice in the Ruy Lopez are doubtless due
rather to the inexorable demands of space than to any lack of appreciation on the
part of the author. The section devoted to the Two Knights’ Defence is remark-
ably good—the best extant analysis of the opening, we believe. Of almost equal
merit is the chapter on the Queen’s Bishop’s Pawn’s Game in the K Kt Opening
%ong name which the Germans judiciously condense into “English Opening”).

ether “ English” or otherwise, however, we cannot recommend its adoption, as
its general result is to throw the advantage into the hands of Black. The Scotch
Gambit is one of the weakest chapters in the book, chiefly on account of the
insufficient attention given to the variations arising out of

1PtoK 4 1PtoK 4
2Ktto KB3 2KttoQB3
3PtoQ4 3 P takes P
4 Kt takes P,

by far the most important branch of the Gambit. The Evans Gambit is
examined as completely as ordinary limits will allow, the most noticeable omission
being Black’s defence of P to Q 6, when White Castles immediately after
advancing h:he Q P. This move is, indeed, untenable, but it is frequently adopted
by good ers.

v of tl?e iemainder of the work we need say little. Mr. Wormald has wisely
curtailed the section devoted to the King’s Bishop’s Opening, which has now
become almost obsolete, and which moreover generally relapses into a form of the
King's Knight’s Opening. That branch of the King’s Gambit known as the
Salvio is somewhat meagrely treated, considering its importance in supplanting
the Muzio, which is now deemed untenable. The Salvio Gambit undoubtedly
affords great room for research. Some recently-analysed variations are not to be
found in Mr. Wormald’s book. Very different is the chapter on the Allgaier
Gambit, which is thoroughly exhaustive.

One hundred of Mr. Wormald’s Problems form an appropriate appendix to
this excellent book. They are selected from a much larger number, and therefore
comprise many very good stratagems, The “get-up” of the book is exceptionally

and the printing very correct.
J. Wiskee,
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PROBLEMS.

No. 109.—By A. Maas. . No. 110.—By A. TOWNSEND.

BLACK. BLACK.

‘WHITE.

‘White to play and mate in two moves.

No. 112.—By F. C. CoLLINs.

BLACK.

White to play and mate in three moves.
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PROBLEMS.

No. 113.—By W. GRIMSHAW.

- BLACK.

‘WHITE.
White to play and mate in three moves.

No. 114.—By W. T. PIEERCE.

BLACK. ~

WHITE,
‘White to play and mate in three moves.

No. 115.—By A. ROSENBAUM.

BLACK.

‘WHITE.

White to play and mate in three moves.

No. 116.—By J. STONEHOUSE.

BLACK.

WHITE.
‘White to play and mate in three moves.
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PROBLEMS.
No. 117.—By 8. H. THOMAS. No. 118.—By C. W. (of Sunbury).
BLACK. BLACE.
WHITE. WHITE.

‘White to play and mate in three moves.

‘White to play and mate in three moves.

No. 119.—By P. K. (of Wurtemberg).

BLACK.

WHITE,

White to play and mate in four moves.

No. 120.—By J. J. WarTs.

BLACK,

WHITE.

White to play and mate in four moves.
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SOLUTIONS OF PROBLEMS.

No. 97.
‘White. Black.
1 Kt to K 2, and mates next move
No. 98.
1 Kt to Kt sq, and mates accordingly
No. 99.
1 Q to R 6, mating next move
No. 100.
1QtoB3 1 Kt moves (a)

2 Kt to B 5 ch, and Kt or B mates next move

(2)
If 1 K to B 6, Kt takes B P (dis ch), and Q mates

No. 101,
1 KtoQsq 1 P moves
2 Q to K 6, mating next move
No. 102.
1QtoKR7 1Kt0Q4
2 Kt to B 4 ch, and 3 Q mates
No.108. -
1QtoQ4 1 RtoQKt4
2 R takes P ch, and next move mate
No. 104.
1RtoQ6 1 R or B takes R
2 Kt to K 5 or Q 4 as Black plays, mating next move
No. 105.
1Rt0Q56 1 B takes R
2 Kt to R 4, giving mate next move
No. 106.
1RtoKKt5 1 Q takes B, or P takes P
2 R to K B 4 ch, mating with B on third move
No. 107.
1BtoR2 1 PtoB5 (a)
2BtoQ6 2 B takes P
3 KttoBb5 8 Anything
4 Kt or R mates
®
1 B checks
2 KtoRsq 2 B takes P
3 Kt to B 6 ch, and R mates
No. 108.
1PtoB4 1 B takes P
2 Ktto K 8 2BtoK3
3RtoBb 8 Anything
4 Kt or R mates
®
1BtoB3
2 KttoR6 2 Anything
3 R to K sq ch, and Kt mates

49
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. GAME 105.
Played in the City of London Chess Club Handicap on the
" 24th November, 1873,
Ruy Lopez.
White. Black.
Mr. De VEzre. Mr. Bizp.
1PtoK 4 1Pto K4
2 Ktto KB3 2KttoQB3
3BtoKtS 3 KttoQS
4 Kt takes Kt 4 P takes Kt
5PtoQ3 5PtoQB3
6 BtoB 4 6 QtoR S
7 Castles 7KttoKXB3
8 PtoK$5 8 Ktto Kt 5
9 BtoB 4 9Pto KR4
10 Kt to Q 2 10 Qto Qsq
11 Qto K B3 11 PtoQ4
12 P takes P en passant 12 Bto K 3
13 QRtoKsq. 13 QtoQ2
14 Kt to K 4 14 Castles
15 Ktto B 5 15 B takes B
16 Kt takes Q 16 Bto Q 4
17 Kt takes B 17 B takes Q
18 P checks ) Resigns,
No notes seem to be required to the above game. It is played by Mr. De Vere
in his usual straightfo! style. He always chose the nearest road to the end,

and was not one to delight in elaboration where none was required. Of all the
strong English players he was perhaps the most clear-headed, and almost up to the
last, with a wrecked constitution and the hand of Death visibly upon him, he
retained the same faculty of a calm, open-eyed perceptivity by which his glay
had always been distinguished. . W. N. P.

GAME 106.

Played at Mr. Gastineau’s on the 19th of December last, by Herr
Steinitz against Messrs. Chappell, Vyse, and Watts, the latter, who
were in consultation, receiving the odds of Pawn and two moves.

Remove Black’s King’s Bishop’s Pawn.

White. Black.
Messrs. CK%’::::'” Vxes, and Herr STEINITZ.

1PtoK4

2 PtoQ4 2 Pto QB3 (a)

3 Pto K B4 (b) 8PtoKKt38
 4Bt0Q3 4 BtoK Kt 2

5 PtoK5 5PtoK3

6 PtoKR 4 () 6 Ktto K 2

7 Q to Kt 4 (d) 7PtoQ3
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White a fine game, on account of the more than usually undeveloped condition of
the second player’s Queen’s pieces.
(dg Not good ; in continuation of the mode of attack they have adopted they
should have played 7 P to R 5, e g.—
7PtoRS 7 Ktto B4
8 PtoB3 8 PtoQ3 (If 8 Kt to Kt6 White’s
reply is 9 R to R 8 followed,
if Kt takes R P, by 10 P to

' K Kt 4, winning a piece)
9 PtoKKt4d 9 Kt to K 2 (if Kt to R 5, White
10QtoB2 replyI)’takenQP, or Kt to
KbB3

with a fine position. It is evident, therefore, that they had nothing to
fear from Black’s move of 7 Kt to B 4, and in every other respect P to R 6
was clearly the most promising continuation of their 6th move.

(e) Perhaps their best move. 9 P to B 3 will not strengthen their weakened
centre, so they may as well endeavour to get up an attack.

(f) This exposes them to various dangers, and at first sight would seem
inferior to 11 Q Kt to Q 2. However, the latter move scarcely turns out satis-
factory upon examination, and upon the whole we incline to think that the Allies
have made the best selection at their command.

(g) This is incurring unnecessary hazard. They should certainly bave played
12 B to B 4 here, after which they would have had not only a satisfactory but a
very much superior game.

(b) The allies are evidently full of alarm at the perils which appear to surround
them, hence this desperate leap out of window ; but a calm survey of the board
would have shown them that there was nothing so very much the matter after all
For instance, supposing they had adopted

13 KttoQ B3 138 P takes P

14 P to B 5 (White would 14 Btakes Kt (P to K 5isuseless:
play in the same way either B or Q can tak